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THE. PRERACE: - > 
reſolvd Patience. ' And this alas a tobe our 


caſe: we have long indulg'd to our ſelves the breach 
of all Divine Lans, gratified every appetite,” every 
paſſion and luſt with the forfeiture of our Allegiance, 
and as if this would not ſerve to render us irrecon- 
cileable enough to God, we are now grown to ſubjoyn 


malice to licentiouſnefs ; project not ſo much to pleaſe 


our ſelves, us to diſpleaſe Him ; profeſs a contempt 


wot only of His Commands, but Himſelf; and ſeek no 


eff to dethrone Him, than abrogate thoſe. Thus 
have we made it a kind of perſonal quarrel, and by 
thoſe. impionus blaſphemies we aaily dart againſt . 
Heaven, do, as it were, dare the Divine Majeſty 

to vindicate it ſelf. Whether his great longanimity 
may have given our HeCtors 4 fancy, that they had 


' vepour'd God ( 14 they iare usd to do Men) into 4 


tamenefs, I ſhall not examine : but his late proceed- 


" ings with us ſufficiently teſtifie that he means no long- 


er Fo decline our challenge. He now appears to avow - 
the enmity as openly as we have done; and has al- 
ready groen us competent eſſays, how fearful a thing: 
itisto fall into the hands of the living God, Heb. 


* 10. ZT. 


'TIS true indeed that he has formerly owwd his 
controverſie with our Land, and by a long ſeries of 


great and heavy calamities atteſted'himſelf the God 


to whom vengeance belongeth, P/al. 94. 1. Ter 

as great Monarchs uſe to quell leſſer inſurreftions by 

their Lieutenants, and ſubordinate Officers; but 

when the rebellion grows high and deſperate, then to 

encounter it in their own perſons ; ſo js it here obſer- 

wable that God then Chaſtiſed, and tried 10 
A 


reduce 


ay 
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THE PREFACE. 

- reduce us by inferior inſtruments, found us ont Li-_ 
Qtors. among our ſelves, and made one man's ſin the 
puniſhment of anothers but now as if he had the 
ſame. jealouſie for his honour, which Joab had at the 
fege.of Rabba for David's, 2 Sam. 12, 28. as if he 
fear'd tobe reveal'd in the glory of our ruine, he takes 

us into his own hand, marks us out, as he did Phara- 

oh,. to be the Trophies of bis own peculiar vengeance, 

appearing fignally againſt us in dhe dreadful ſolem- 

nities of an enraged Enemy, _ .: Ky Oo Take 

.* FOR firſt, has he not as Moſes ſpeaks, Deut. 32. 

&1. whet his glittering Sword? Nay, has he not. 

moreover (in the Scripture tile) made it drunk.with 

| blood? by ſmeeping away wultitudes of us in a 14- 

ging PESTILENCE, which marcht from one 
part of the Nation t0 another in a kint of Triumphant 

. © progreſs, 4s if it had-receiv'd the ſame mandate God 

gave. Abraham, Gezeſis 13. 17. Arife, walk 

chrough the land, in the length thereof, and in 
the-breadth thereof, for unto thee will-I give ir. 
Whether it may not thus fatally complete its courſe, 
notwithſtanding the halt it ſeems to make, and paſs 
from our Dan to our Beerſheba, # 4 queſtion that 
.car. with no probability be reſolv'd in the negative ; 
for as it-is not. to be doubted but there were-in'Ju- 
dea -&s. great ſinners as thoſe on whom. the. Tower 
off Siloam. fell,” Luke 1 3. that thoſe-who have hi- 
. therto ; 0 have an equal ſhare in the provoking 
 canſe of the Tudgment : So. alſo that great un- 
{calibleneſs many of us ſhew of what others groan 
under, -is a very ominous abode ; it being not only 
« dangerons ſymptome, but a probable means: of 

| drawing {| 
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” THE PERPACR  - 
drawing that calamity to our ſelves, Wheis God 
ſees we will ſuffer nothing by way of conſent and ſym- 


, pathy with others, 'tis but equal we have vir part in 


# more direct and immtdiate tnfliction, and feel 
what we would not compaſſionate. Thucydides 
mentions it as the effetF of the great Plague at 
Athens, that it had extinguiſht humayity ; brought 
3 4 kind of ferity and barbarouſneff antong them, ren- 
aring ther openly villanous to men, and blaſphehiow 
againſt God; Yewy pobOe,n arlpuray 1p. vda5 
&rapys, there was no reſtiaint of law or religion; 
one. part being deſperate upon proſpect of their dan- 
ger, the other preſumptuons upon the tonittemplationl 
of their Eſcape * -and ſnre if we look impartially; 
onrs will appear to have had ſomewhat of the fame 
operation. Thoſe compaſſions which the novelty it 
Seems at firft gave us to ſufferers in this kind; ſeems 
now quite extini# ; ſo unconcerned are we grown 
to every thing that tbuches us nt in our inatvidu-. 
als, 4s if we owned no relation to the fpecies of 


 . inahikixia, though backt alſo with that cloſer tye; 
, whith the ſpiritual tonſanguinity has "= 97g 


A pregnant indication of this may; I doubt not, be 
tollefted ( as from many other tirciniſtantes, ſo 
particularly ) from the great haite has in many plates 
beeti made, to lay afide thoſe piblick Humiliations 
and Interteſſions which were reconimended to us, 
as well by the tonimand of Authority, 4s the tom- 
mon diſtreſſ; bat have been ca# off without the 
ſubſtrattion of either of thoſe motives. Whether 
we 4re dily mindful 'of the affiifions of Joſeph; 
that tannot afford one tliy in a month for a 
A 2 ſolemn 
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FRIES ? Seth 


' ſolemn yeflettion on them, I mu#t leave ta every man's 
conſcience t0 diſcuſſ. But ſure we are no leſt wanting 
to.08r ſelves than them in this neglet# ; the office be- 

\ #*ng no lefs deſigned for Antidote than cure, to prevent 
the judgment where it is not, than to remove it 
where it ts :, and if we will neither deprecate on onr 
awn behalfs, nor interceed on others ; we aye ſure as 
improvident, as uncharitable, and may juſtly expett 
the fatal event of both.  . 

TN. the interim, although the preſent reſpite from 
deftrutt;on, and our. own deceitful hearts flatter us, 
and ſay Peace,. Peace ; me bave all reaſon to con- 
clude that God is-not attoned, the quarrel and boi 

tity goes.on, and his hand is ſtretched.out fill,  E/. 

'$.. 25 | And ſo indeed we find it in other diſmal - 

events. Slaughter we know is not- the only effett of 
War.; which as'it deFroys the lives of many, blaſts 
the ſupports and Joys of more. This conſequence of 
ho#lity we find well expreſt by the Prophet, Joel 2. 3: 
The land is as the Garden of Exez before them, 
and behind them a deſolate wilderneſs, and here- 
in alſo hath the Lord of Ho#ts, the great God of 

- kattel ſhewed himſelf mighty againſt us, he has in- 
vated us not only with Sword, but FIRE : andin 

fo ſtupendions manner  deſolated the . glory of. our 
Land, that no humane fury could have. procured, 

. or even have wiſht the like vaitation and ruines. 
> That City which.was great among the Nations, 
and Princeſs among the Provinces, Lam. 1. 1. 

lies buried in her own Aſhes; ang #5 both Funcral- 
pile: and Urn to her ſelf; and what neither foreign 

07 -aAomeHick enemics could in a ſucceſſion of many 

| ages 
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ges effett, one bleſt of the breath of his aiſpleaſures 
Pal. 1 8. has performed in 4 moment." / $0 verifying - 
even in a literal ſence the Apole's affirmation, 

Heb. r2.29.. that our God is a conſuming Fire. 
Plutarch ze{s ws when Fabius factd Tarentum, 
he took not*- away their Images, but ſaid, <ironeine- 
pho rus Fevs Taregrrivor reporters,” Let us leave 
the Tarextines their' Gods that are offetided” with 
them. *T is our Calamity ol JOE the in- 
dignation of our incenſed God, which in that great 
Captain's Fulement was ſomewhat more" dreadful 
then the worſt inflittions of Wat: -For what induſtry 
foever has bees uſes to' entitle either the negligenice 
or deſigns of ment unto our overthrow, yet ſure never 
ini ric. moe had*more "legible marks of God's ims- 
mediate hand*: ſuch as-ſhew' he meant to revenge 
the abuſe bf his former gentle methods © that thoſe 
who would not be reformed by "the: lighter" corvetti- 
ons wherein he dallied* with" them, might find a 
Judgment worthy: of 'God, Wi/4. 12. 26. "And 
ſure ſuch was this, m_— both for its greatneſs and 
irrefiftablenefi does well. own its Author, and (bens 
his wrath was \actended to a very exteſſiue heat, that 
thus. poured out it ſelf wot only like, but in Fire, 


«2.4; Ee 
. T SHALL mot here aſſume the Politician's part, 
«xd weigh the detriment we have ſuftained by it in 
our civil intere#, of which perhaps nothing but time 
and experience ean give us a full eſtimate ; It rather © 
, ſuits my defign to obſerve what relates to our ſpiritu- 
concerns, whilſt God's dwelling-places were im- 
volved in'the ſame ruine with ours; his own peculiar 
| A 3 portios 
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THE PREFACE —_ 
portion pot exempted, but as the Prophet complains, 
Ef, 64.11. Our holy and beautiful houſes where 
our fathers praiſed him are burnt with fire This, 
though + pecans leaſs gonſidered, is fure pot the 
leait ſad circumiance, bad only the ſcenes of our 
laxury,.-er our'fraud been deſtroyed, it might- have 

| ſent us with more fervency to the places of opr ae- 
votion,. and me might have frequented God's hou- 
fes the  beiter, for. being - deſtitute of. our own; 
but when'theſe' alſa qre made parts of the common 
| heap, 'tis 4 ſad teſtimonial that our very Religion. 
w4 provoking ;'T hat that pageant-like piety which 
- we depoſited in owr CHURCHES, onh:to make 
8. ſhew nith on holy-days, ſerved only to defile 
thoſe holy places, and renger them fa polluted. as re- 
quired no {lighter purgation than that of FIRE, 
. tTs, 'we know, not lonz, ſince thoſe manſions ſacred 
o the. Prince of Peace, "were even in the vulgar ob- 
pious fence, made magazines for War; but yes 
more ſo in reference to that Pulpit-wild-fire, which 
ſet the Nation in combuition ; whether that ſtrange . 
- Fire which ſome of our Nadab's «nd Abihu's intro: 
duced there, may not, ( even at this ditance } have 
done its part to the drawing down this FIR E from 
Heaven, I leave to their ſerious reflettion. But net- 
zber the. Hypocrite nor "the Seditious muſt ingroſs 
the guilt of this ruine;. The Atheiſt wyes with both ; 
for alas, what ſhould God: do with "Temples among 
thoſe, who pay him 0 worſhip ? Or why ſpould he les 
thoſe ſacred monuments remain among them, to 
whom all memorials of him ſerve buf as occaſions, 
© and incentives to blaſpheme Him ? They have long 
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[aid with thoſe in Job, Depart from us, for we de- 
fire not the knowledge of thy ways ; 'a»d zow 'tis 


at their word, and no longer reſide among thoſe who 
ſo avowedly diſclaim him, =: 

AND this, "tis much to be feared, may be the 
portent of this diſmal waſtation : we know men uſe 


| '720t to deface thoſe houſes, where they intend to inha- 
bit: and ſare this abhorring his SanEtuary, ad 


caſting off his Altar, Lam. 2. is « dreadful ſign, 


that he' means no longer to continue his reſidence 


among us; indeed we find in Scripture that his pro- 
miſe of cohabiting is alwa$ limited to "_ who own 


themſelves his pevple ; and therefore when ſo many 


of us have openly renounced that' relation, we 
can with no juſtice expedt the bleſſing appendant to 
8. F 
| BUT perhaps this will ſeem to ſuch no formi- 
dable thing ;| God's ſo withdrawing of himſelf is but 
agreeable to their wiſhes,' a kind of quitting the 

eld to them; and fo rather matter of complacency 


than vegvet : but "tis to be' conſidered that there is 
another ns of” God that will infallibly ſucceed 


this; when he removes. that of his grace, "tis to 
anake way: for that of his anger ; like the Philiſtines 
we ſhall know the God of I\{rael is among us iby his 
Plagues, 1 Sam. 5. or to make a yet more dyead- 


ful compariſon, we ſhall, like the damned in Hell, diſ- | 


cern his preſence only in the punitive effetts of it, 


and read his nearneſs in our ſufferings. \ And ſure 


this will be but an ill exchange, even to the profaneſt 


of as, thoſe that have moit deſpiſed or loathed the 


A 4 ſoft 


' but equitable ( Thad almoſt ſaid Civil) to take them - 


— 


ER 


"ENT ennrAci ©" 
breathings of his Word and Spirit ; will find it 


which will ſnatch from us thoſe ſecular advantages 
For whoſe purſuit we have neglefed the better part, 


. Luke 10." 42. and leave us as little of worldly exjoy- - 


ments, as we defired to have of ſpiritual.. - 
0 F. this our late Calamities have given us a ſad 
Prelud!um, aud God knows how ſoon we may ſee the 
laſt ſcene of the fatal Tragedy, it being too probable 
| that this. is God's leſt Experiment upon us, like the 
Canſticks and Scarifyings to a Lethargick Patient ; 
if this bring us not to eaſe we are like to ſleep on to 
* Aeftruition:i And alas ji what uncomfortable ſym- 
promes' appear even in this. point alſo! Who is there 
that ( unlefs awakened by his perſonal concernments) 
ſeems at all to ſtartle at the' noiſe of publick ruine? 
When God in diſpleaſure threatned the Iſraelites 
that hewould remit their condutt to his Angel, and 
#0: g0\ himſelf with them. The Text ſays, They 
mourned and:no- Man put. on his ornaments 'on 
him, Exod. 33. 4:07 asthe LXX, xareriv0noer os 
Ferlinas*. and. the iSyriach, zjIY > £50 y 
tas Hs) They tript themiClves of their 
_ «Armour, their ruffling garb of War, and ap- 


peared-jin the penitential dreſs of ſackcloth and. 


aſhes :\but. now that we are given 'np not t0 4 con- 
ing but deſtroying Angel, what ſigns of remorſe 
e ſhew? What vanity { I fear | 'may ask what 


' .* off im ſympathy with the nakednefs and hunger of our 
. "afflicted 
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| Foliities of too many among Ws, look as if we yy ————_ 


in their miſeries, found Muſick in the diſcordant 
ſonnds. of their groans, and our own laughter ; and 
emulated that infamous barbarity of Nero, who play- 
ed whale _ —_ PT; - mentioned by the Pro- 
het as a moſt prepoſterous thing, a kind: of impions 
Feoleciſm tO Ns —_ the _G of jud Gans, 
Thus faith the Lord; .a Sword, a Crone, it 15 
ſharpned to. make a ſoreſlaughter; .it-is-furbiſhed 
that it- may. glitter, /bowld, we: then: make mirth? 
Ezek.:21. 9. 10. z»d certainly it leſs befits us againſt 
whom God has not only ir apt ji but uſed his p/n; - 
who are not 'only under the threats, but atfual- Exe- 
cution of his vengeance: ' And what is it but inter 


tatively to prompt him to yet ſharper inflittions, by © 


ing him that theſe have not edge enough to pene- - 
rate us? With how much indignation God reſents 


this perverſe, 'this contumelious behaviour, we 


read, Elay 22.12, 13, 14. In that day did the 
Lord call to weeping, and : mourning; . and to 
baldneſs, and to girding with ſackcloth, and 
behold joy and gladneſs, {laying Oxen and killing 
' Sheep, eating Fleſh and drinking-Wine; eating 


_ -and drinking for to morrow we ſhall dye : Upox 


which follows that ſevere denunciation : Surely this 
iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till you dye. 
Of ſo deep a tintture is this guilt, that 'tis as laſting 
as our lives, and like the ; nr Leprofie #» the 
houſe, Levit. 14. 45. can be removed by nothing but 
#ts diſſolution. by | 
» Othen let us not add this to the heap of our other 
provocations, miſtake impudence or deſperation for 
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_ .conrage;; and frantichly defie that Omnipotence which 
.we are ſure we cannot reſiſt : but ſince it has pleaſed 
. God even in wrath to remember mercy, let us tran- 
' ſcribe his Copy, be as kind to. our \ſebves as he has 
been to us, ' and ſtop in our career, as he has done in 
his; .not ſo madly affett a full parallel with Sodom 
and Gomorrha, -as to force him to deſtroy that rem- 
zant; Eſ. 1. 9. which alone diſtinguiſhes our caſe : 
but rather take pattern\ from Nineveh ; cry, aud 
cry mightily:to God, joyx humiliation to: our pray- 
ers, and reformation to. both. And could we be per- 
ſuaded to do this with the ſame ſincerity, and unt- 
verſality, we might hope it may be with the ſame ſuc- 
ceſs alſo: would every one who has contributed to 
' the. accending, as induſtriouſly contribute to the : 
peaſing of God's wrath : would all who. have brought 
their fire-brands, bring alſo their tears to quench 
them ; . as there-would be no. dry Eyes jn the Nation 
at the preſent, ſo might it "ton as great a Gene- 
: rality of weeptng Ones for F176 future; ſecure us {6 uch 
'a- tranquillity here, as may calmly xonuoy us to that 
zmpaſſible ſtate, where all tears ſhall be wiped 
From. our.,eyes, where there ſhall be no more 
death; nor-ſorrow,. gor crying,”nor: pain, . Rev. 
. -2I. 4, © / BIDS 


# 


8 Os or SF TE WR 3 ARC es. IA ponerns.. - 


THE TABLE 


Of CONTENTS. 


CHAD. L 


1 HE Charadter of Chriſtian PE demon- 
frating its aptitude fo ihe exemplary Virtue 


j. Sapitity; "> 
CH A P. IE | 
T he Charatter of Obriſtian:mens prattice, y A 
theiv multiplied failance, both fram the rule-of that 
holy Profeſſion; and its genuine effett, 
CHA EL EFE== 
A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing: from Inf berg 


£102. 
'C H Ar P: -F'V; 
From Partial. Conſideratian.:: Þ 
CH & Þ; VV; 
From Carnal Conſideration. 
CHA P. V e # 


Fron Partial Obedience. 
4... ASA Þ:VIL 
From Mitakes concerning Repentance. 
CH AP. VIIE 
From Miſtakes concerning uigay God, and the 


| Methods of hi Providence." 
GH & PÞ. IX. 
From Diſputes ih general.” 
CHAP.+X. 


From its ſupplanting Charity. 


CHAP. 


THE CONTENTS. 


— $240: > 44 


=. ETA 


I L.. % s (LE, 5 : 


- p 
- 4 


AI Ne 4 


Et: 


o K ” >, $$ . 


9s 


ep 


"s he” 
$24. 
"4 » & 
ws 8 «4 


EY <1 / 
of 5 " KH 
& . 

%z, 


arts af i 


F 
a 
. 
- % 
I. 
no 4 _ 
"4-508 
i 
ap | 
4 
< 
Co 
® 


A do. oo e706 wy . T 


«* 


fl 


Dd 
th, ” 
Ty "6 
De 
al 4 
, IM 
FP pave þ 
vi E te 
; = L 
1S fre 
-—T 
5 on : ' 
a F PR 
; wal 
ay y 
; to 
apti 
res b 
I 
h e 
CA 
ſh, 
'E 
ws 
C J, 


24 t 


4 


LING 


+47 
# 


DW LLE HV S111» 


ff : ' [ 
Vaantlhh 


HT! 


Pg 
WA V1. 
421 ts 


{, 
4 


-4 


ll 


39 
m their Nets uncer 


e &c- Lament: 4.. 20 


Ter. 


mn peac 


= 
COOVOL 


Z EDEKIAH 


/ of theLord was taken 
we/md we ſhould hve 


\ <> 


. 


e Anornte, 
had dow 


. 


PTh 


ſe 


4 yi DAY F ” =_ 
= - . 0 Q\ . 4 A 
; Y : , of P 
k L 
\ . 
, 
v 
/ 
| 
Ll 
p - 
s } + 
' 
- = * Y E 
% ; k * . 
RY "_— - ” " 
A "a. . " ; id 
* z 7,9 
- « =— « 
he, = 
, 2K % 
# s $ 4 : 
- © MY -s * = * 
IH %4 : oi \ 
v} *. Z , * 
, <> p A 
dx _ : 
»# SS 
"4 +4666 » 4/4 
« IC > 
7 % fo y 
» % - os od A . 
, LS AS , 
Z . = .. pc In : . 
py * » # , 
* q # d \ 
5 4% A 
-*: pe . » o 
. : , * 
- , % pl. Gp = ” % 
ps £* <a < = 
«. 4" 4 " 
© 
> 
RS I. SD. — N 
& * i+4*-4,. 0 » 
age iv % > outs L . ” 
bw 4 - 4 - 
4 < o LEY . 
% $1 : * X [ 
; is 
FO Fl 
- 1% "+. 1 . E 
o A I-49 3%.4 2 > 
0 L997 po. . . 
_ _— - 
.- - 4 m_ ” 
| = cw or" w TA , - > 
a Fn 
LA 
0 £ 
* Fa 
p £ , 5 
4 - £ - . 
* / . n 
. s \ ” 
P «+ . © j f 
- + 
*} 
, % 
F ; - > #4 ; _y 4 
rf” ET j4 , 4 
OI FE a # p 
. "+ : i '% . > 
by A P « - . " . . 
fo hes {PR . a 
% = - - ſe » o 
WIRES” 94G 3," 4 : , , 
"of Z 4 
. . $ 4/69 > 2 f : 
5 - . _ 
Fe 
* ' ; Ny £ 
*S. < « 
4 > F 
V3 , k . 
, R . 
I | % RX *, Y 
bet « » 
5% , «x » 4 
v C o o 
| $5 3%; © ( 
_ j > 
Fr 2 2 . 
if - - . 
. : \ © J 
0 _ » 
. # f - 
6 , Fo Ws . 
# % 8 . 
. * dr 
þ . 
& * . 
# - 
Py & ny 
* ; 
_ 
; I 
. ”" 
Y ” 
\ oy 4.3. 
«+ a "PT | 
EF 4 & Se 4 
. ” - _ a 4 
= - > ax; wt A 
. _ _Y "AY x *-\ i : 
v 2 5 7 4 © ew k - - jp py 
3-44, po * wv » ate Hf 4 F of : 4 | 
p , -- & 2 
\, « 
» 
8 FE 4 
; 1 
+ 
6 * 
- 
&, 
. ! 
«# 
. 1 % | 
: * 
' [ 
®./ » w 4 . "= * 1 
4 x \ ” * E.# & PS. * : I 
* & & » 1 b *# FR. & */- mw 
7 ; . X c 
- d : ww » z s 4 — " . 
« 0 « s A 
; 4 "HS 45 . 6.14 4 , q w 4 
7 1 = 0 *e : 
. - 
Ly 
. \ 4 { 
» 4 ; 
I 
\ 
eg 
- 


Oh 


he PY 
I ” #** - , . » wm - PEECTIIEE SY C3 


ET EE"_—Ey 
* 

o 

— 


| FY —_ tw. _ 


; 5 7 w# 
Þ - 


: ORAL 


7 | 'The Charatter of Chriſt ianReligion demonſtrating ies | 
| . aptitude toplant exemplary Vertue aud Sanitity. 


H E holy P/a/mift gives it as part of the 
CharaQter of Pious perſons; and there- 
| withal a deſcription oftheir fe/icity, Pal. 
92. 13. That they ſhall bring forth more "ag in their 
Age: and what he thus obſerves of the members 
disjunRively and apart, reaſonſuggeſts to be in a 
higher and more eminent manner appliable to the 
whole body united: And.it being'as well the mark 
as duty. of every fingle Chriſtian ro grow iz grace, 
2 Pet. 3.18.we.may by all rules of Proportion con- 
clude, that the colleQive maſs of ſuch, the whole 
Church is by this time near attained to the meaſure 
i of the flatare of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph, 4. 3.And 
'# indeedthis is ſo regular an inference, that whilſt 
4 thepremiſſes ſtand firm 'tis impoſſible toſhake the ' 
4 concluſion, the entire body muſt neceſſarily aug- 
1 ment anſwerably to the growth of 'its ſeveral 
parts. And if we ſhould fo far let looſe to ſpecula- 
3 tion as to forget our experience, if we meaſure 
'. 3 ' the effeQt only by the power and energy of the 
F cauſe, we ſhould ſurely be as far from doubting 
the premilſles alſo. Chriſtianity is in it ſelf of 10 
prolifick a nature, ſo apt to impregnate the hearts 
.and lives of its proſelytes,. that it s hard to ima- 
gine, that any branch ſhould want a due fettility | 
that'is engrafted into ſo vigorous a ſtock. 


FOR .. 


i The Charatter of Chap, r- 


FOR firſt, in its ſpring and original it is moſt 
ſupernatural and divine; derived immediately 
from him, who had nothing more of man than 
he purpoſely aſſumed to draw us the nearer to him 
as God. He it- was that diſſeminated this Do-. 
Qrine, and that in order to the purifying to himſelf 


4 peculiar people Zealows of good works ; and certain- | | 


ly his choice abundantly juſtifies its propriety to 
that end, and his deſcent from Heaven on that 
errand puts ſo venerable a ſolemaity upon it, that - 
though his deſcent were very aftoniſhing, yer it 
will be much more fo, that it ſhould fail of the de- 
ſigned effect, 0 | 

 'AN D indeed. did our Faith give us rio clue to. 
lead usto the Author, yet its compoſition would | 
ſpeak it to be of no humane extraQion, its pre- 


cepts are ſo excellent and refined, ſo agreeable to | 


the more ſpiritual part of our temper, and ſo apt; 
as/ to foreſtal, ſo to cleanſe and ſublimate'the . 
more'grols and corrupt, as ſhews fleſh and blood 
never revealed it. Nay farther, ſo effeQually pro- 
viding for all thoſe advantages to mankind, whiclt 
the wileſt of mens Iaws have in vain attempted, 
chat methinks they all ſtand before it like the 
Magicians before Moſes, and by their impotence } 
tacirly cbafels it'to be the Finger of God. *T were 
too large a Theme to confront them in the ſeveral 
inſtances, ler it ſuffice to obſerve one which has a 
common influence on all ; and that is the imma- 
culatecleannefiof heart, which Chriſt's, and only 
Chriſt's law requires. This ts the only proper baſis 
en which to ſuperſtruQt, firſt zznocercy, and then 
. VEertiues 
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vertue, and without this the moſt rigid exaQtors of 
outward purity,do but ttanſcribethe folly of him, 
who pumps very laboriouſly in a Ship, yet neg- 
les to ſtop the Leak :. or the worſe tyranny of 


. Pharaoh, in requiring Brick without Straw : o far is © 


it from a ſeverity in our Law-giver, thus to limit 


| andreſtrain our thoughts, that itis an aCQ of the 


greateſt indulgence : by no means the laying on a 
gew burden, but the furniſhing us with an Engine 
to bear with eaſe that weight which otherwiſe the 
ſtouteſt 4/25 muſt ſink under. And were but this 
one precept ſincerely conformed to, it would not 
only facilitate but aſcertain the obedience to all 
the reſt. If the fir/f parks of ill were quencht with- 


10, what poſlibility is there they ſhould ever break 


out into a flame ? How ſhall he &:/that dares not 
beangry ? be Aadulteroxs in a, that did not firſt 
tranſgreſs in his deſire ? How ſhall he be perjured 
that fears an oath ? or defraud that permits not 
himſelf to covet? In-the like manner all poſitive 


ads of vertue are but the natural effeRs of the in- 


terior habit. Where the love of God is ſeated in 
the Heart, 'twill operate in all the faculties, 
keep them in a buſlie endeavour of doing accep- 
table ſervice : when fear is planted there, it will 
break forth into outward reverence and duty ; 
and ſo:proportionable *cwill be in every other in- 
ſtance. *'Tis therefore an advice well becoming 
the wiſdom of-So/omon, Prov. 4. To keep the heart 
' with all diligence : but then it is withalthe work 
of him who is:greater than So/omon to teach us 
how to do this : for avleff He keep that City, the 


watch- 


hes... SLE 


4 The Charatter of "Chap. : | 


watchman meteed but in vain, If he inftruRt not to }._ 


ſecure thoſe iſſues of gry hats betray and ruin, : 
appear indeed be /avour of death unto death. Now 
of this divine art of T a#icks and defence, Chriſti- | 
adity is the only School, and therefore moſt fitly 
qualified for the-producing all thoſe ſupernatural 
excellencies, to which the timely prepoſſeſſion of 
the heart is the rudiment and principle. ; 
AND as the preceptive part enjoyns the moſt | 
exaQt and elevated vertue, ſo is it moſt advantage:- | 
ouſly enforc'd by the Promiſſory, which both in re- 


ſpeC& of the kind and value of the rewards, and } 


alſo the manner of propoling them, is moſt exqui- : 
ſitely adapted-to the ſame end. ; 
FOR firſt, if we conſider the nature of the 


things promiſed, we ſhall find they are not groſs } 


and carat, {uch as may court and gratifie the be-. 
{tial part of us; but ſuch as are proportioned: to 
the ſupretne and leading principle, as feaſt a Soul, 
and ſuit with the capacities of an zxtelligence. All 
. the beatitudes the Goſpel tenders to its -votaries, 
either relate to the purity or peace of the mind in 


this life; orelſe to its completer fe/icity hereafter. | 


And though 'tis true, the-body is not wholly un- 


conſidered, though the addition of all temporal } 


neceſſaries be promiſed, yet even thoſe are for the 


', Souls ſake, either to ſecure it from the fin of ſoli- | 


-citude and diſtruſt, or to preſerve it a uſeful in- 
ſtrument for the others ſervice. And as for the fu- 
ture glory in-which the body is to partake, is to 
beoblerved;that fleſh and blood cannot inherit it ; 
that load of earth which now engages to corrup- 
tion 


{ only tohave our portion in this life, to 9a. Ton 
{ uainterrupred affluence of outward comfo 
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tion: mult be-pur of, muſt be calcin'd and ſpitiru- 
alz'd; bn madeglorious, becloarhed por 
with;Glory. So that in all the Goſpel difpenſari- 
on, there 1s no proviſion for the fleſb, its lults and - 
ſenſvalities: And then fure there cannot be a more 
unanſwerable argument againſt our providig for 
it,than to ſee it left out of God's.care..Indeed bad 
we propoſals ofa Mehametan Paradiſe, were wg 
to expe our bliſs only in the latiating our appe- 
tites,it might be reaſonable.here to whet them be. 
fore-hand, 'to-ſtretch them to the utmoſt wide- 
neſs, or.in.the Prophet's phraſe, 7s enlarge our dc+ 
fires as Hell, and by frequent antepaſts excite our 
gult for that profuſe perpetual meal. Or were we 


rts; 
twere.but, good husbandry to improve them to 
the height,and the Wiſe man's advice wouldthen 
ceale to. be png 6 Eccleſ. 11,9. Rejoyce O young 
man, and let thy heart chear thee in OE of” tby. 
youth,and walk in the ways of thy heart, and the fight 


' of thine Eyes, Had. we only the proſpeQ& ofa Ca-. 
. naan, {uch an eternal inheritance as a eonquering . - 


Sword could give, as the Salvation of a Joſhus, 
andthe affluence of milk and hony could produce : 
*would be no woader,if we never voluntarily en- 
dured the thirſt and famine of che wilderneſs, but 
be always, as they, deliring meat for pur luſt, pro- 
jeQing the gratifying thoſe deſires, in'whoſe re- 
pletion we placed our happineſs. ' But when our 
Religiog makes us no ſucti tender, when alt its... 
hopesare of ogeher moByauri co thofe Diyiner 
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joys of which ſenſuality has no capacity. or taſte. 
What prertence can we have to cheriſh that here, } 
which we muſt whiolly be deveſted of hereafter ?} 
hebogrm mein event expe, do natu-: 
rally ſuggeſt-to us, the necelliry of preparing our j 
aohebits, -a@d hungers for them, ey, ww F 
Heaven can be-no- Heaven tous: for ſince the 
pt any thing reſults from the agreement / 

zetwetnitand the deſire, what farisfaction can. 
Sprritucl enjo! ts give unto a Cearwal mind? F 
Alas, whatdelight would it be tothe Swine to} 
be wrapt in fine Linnenand laid in Odours ? His 
ſenſes are not gratified by any ſuch delicacies,nor ' 
would he feel any thing beſides the torment of 
being wirh-held- from the tire. And as little 
complacency woald a brutiſh Soul find in rhoſe | 
purerand refn'd pleaſures, which can only up- 

| braid not fatisfie him, So chat could: we by an . 
impoſſible ſuppolition/phancy ſuch a one aſſumed } _ 
to thoſe'fruitions, his pleaſure ſure would be-as 
kttle- as his preparation for it-was. '*Thoſe eyes | 
which have continually beheld' vanity, would be - 

 dazled, not delighted with the Bearifick wifion; 
_ neither could that Torgue, which has accuſtom- : 
edit ſelf only to Oaths and Blaſphemies, find : 
Harmony or Muſick in a Hallelujah. Tis the pe- 
culiar priviledge of the pure in heart; that they 
fhall ſee Gos; and if any ethers could ſo invade 
this their incloſure, as-to take Heaven by vio- | 
lence, it ſurely would be a very joylels poſſeſſion / 
 rothele men, -and only place them in a-condition 
to which they have the greateſt averſation and. 
co Antipathy. } 
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Antipathy. So that holineſs here, is -got only 
> | neceflary to the acquiring, but the.6njoyment of 
} Bliſs hereafter : And therefore unleſs'Men will 
{| contrive to annihilate their joys, and affeft the 
| - monſtrous wm oo __—_— _ u_ A. 
they cannot but from this Spirituality of chepro- 
miſes, infer a neceſſity of purifying themſelves, 
and being capable at leaſt of innocent: Celeſtial 
joys: and-ſince that only can be dane by-vertuous: 
, pradtice: here on: Earth, the: Obligation+-therets 
tnuſt needs' be very -prefling and indiſpenſable, 
And as the ##tvre of the promiſes direfts. to thiss 
ſo does the great tranſcendent valve! encourage = 
and animate: Hope/is the grand excitef -of in- . 
duſtry, and as the obje& of Hope. is: more or 
leſs: defirable, {ſo is the endeavour more #xtenſe or 
remiſ+; \and upon this-ground we muſt conclude - 
the Chriſtian has all reaſon to be the moſt indefa- 
tigable, {ceing. kis expeQations are-the nobleſt 
and moſt:eacouraging. ' Thar they- are: ſo, we 
cannot but:acknowledge,. if we admit of the de- 
ſcription. which the Pririr gives : That fpirit 
which as he feals:usto-ir,, fo is himſelf the-earn- 
eſt of thavLaheritance. 'He inthe Sacred Srrip- 
tures hasdrawn'upaMapofthe CO which 
we-aret0 enter: And furewe may ſay 
 teb and Foſbna did of Cappacc, Numb, T4. 5: T%e 
land is an exiteding good land," For firft, if we 
conſiderthe Negative advantages it has, 'we ſhall 
find there is anabſence of all the-THs, deftrudtive 
or affrightful unto humane narute.- 7 here ſpell 
be 20 more death, nor ſorrow, "nor erying, nor pain, 
3 + - Rewve!, 
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Revel.'g1:4. Here alas; 'we are infeſted by: all 
theſe.” Sorrow:and Pain prey and infult on all } 
the comforts of our lives; leave us not a Gourd, |} 
which is not like that'of  Fonab, ſmitten with 
theſe Worms {and then comes Dearh, the grand 
devourer, and ſpares nor /ife it ſelf. Nay, thoſe | 
little yFeſpites which-'we-have from theſs are'ſo } 
embittered by unpleaſantexpeRations and Preſa> | 
ges;jthar we are ſad before weare efiicted: inpain/ 
. without a 4;/eaſe, andin death in the midſt of Zife : © 
and: 'then' a'State' exempted, not only from''the 
Calamities: bur the Fears of theſe, may well de- / 
{tve tobe lookr upon with appetite. - AY. 
-B U T' Heaven is:defign'd for our reward; as - 
well: as: reſcue, and therefore is adumbrated by | 
all choſe-poſirive excellencies 'which caniendear or } 
recommend. It is' 'a- Crown; i 'and 'that-not- of } 
thorns, ſuch as our Sxvioms was, 'andſuch as the * 
more affeted:Diademsofthe world oft prove un: | 
tothe wearer; but 'one:of Glory : nor is that Crows 
nor that G/ory like our /ab{uxaryſplendors, which. 
faddenly' vaniſh, andleave:the poſſeſſors to the 
greater: obſcurity and contempr:; bur *cis perma» | 
zent,": ſuch 4s "faces met! away,” 1 Per.” 5,:4.% or in 
'S. Pax/'s'phrale,- an,:eternal weight: of glory. ' But 
to-give you its more-comprebenfive:CharaQer, 
Fes a being mith the Londly. + Theſſ,qi19, Nay, tis. | 
@poſſeſlingieven God bimfelf.” He ſhall be their | 
God, Rev.22: 3.” and what can he want who poſ: | 
feſſes:him-who is all things ?: How can he fail of | 
the moſt raviſhing: delight, that ſtands before 
bim/sn whoſe preſence is the fulneſs of Joy, «and at 


whoſe 


. our ſelves. Now ſurely theſe are- 


ticemeots:of fin, wheo we compareitse 


Chap. 1. Chriſtian Religion,&c.. 9g 
whoſe right hand are pleaſures, and thole not ſhore 
or tranhient, but for evermore ? Sorindefealable is 
our. eſtate: in thoſe Joys, 'that if we:donort: like 
mad'prodigals ſell-it in reverſion, we ſhall: when 
weare once inveſted; be beyond the poſlibility-of 
Hl husbandry, : not have it in our power to undo 
at and pre-. 
cious: promiſes, ſuch: as may- well ſuſtain the 
weight of that inference the poſe builds upon 
them; 'and engage: us: to c/eenſe our ſelves from, 
all flchinef- both. of fleſb and: fpririt, and to perfedt- 
{99 commng fear of God, 2 Cor. 9.:1.. for:they ad- 

reſs10:that:Principle which is confeſtly Predo+ 


- minant.inour Natere ; ſo that if thelove of Chri 


cannot, 'yet the love of aur ſelves may<conftrain 
us.  How:muſt-it thenaffront-and baffle the en- 
—_ ; Sha 
niſhing plcefores with thoſe folid and durable 5oys ? 
W hat a foreftallingi will-it be of Satan's markets; 
that Ged'bids ſo much fajrer- for- us; offers us 
that to; which his Te&3+@ Tarre cordwaw, all this 
will give (could he: make ſuch-a -whole-ſale). 
cat bear: no-proportion £ and-how then-ſhallwe. 
Jn; peer away for thoſe little petty. commo- 
dities he retails to-us ; or make any -other--reply. 
to his proffers;: than a:get-thee behind me: Satan? 
Foralas! can we .remember-that. we are 'cands- 
dates for a: Kingdam, and: yet retain the. abject 
ſpirits of /eyes.? Dowe expeRt:ro:reign hereaf- 
rer4.and.yet depoſe qur.|{#lvesbefore-hand bere ?. 
ſufter-every;: the vileſt Juſt to rule over us? Is: {0 
glorious. a 2 5 vidary, and will 

42" 192:52 : Z F | --It 


's 


To  Thethmaroef Chap |- 
it not-anichate ' the fainteſt: heare,' and-feebleit | 
cnn to arena nt hy ng Lions caniwve fear 
in the way whichrthishope is not Sampſon» eriough | 
roencounter ? ' How! 752 ht are our heavieſt, how | 
amomentanyour moftlafting Aﬀictions,"if balan- 


td wich that 'erernad meepht of Glory? Ate we 


fo havewhere to lay our head? yer we haves building 
of God; an houſe not made with hands, eternal jn the 
Heavths,' Are we teproacht for 'the name of 
Chrift? that Jgwominy'ferves but to advance-.our 


farure Giry,: evety ſuch Libel here, becomes Pa-- | 


mgy/ich chere. Nay, are weperſeruretevdearh'? 
thir ſends us but ro rake poſſefſion of 'the Crown 
of Life, "Upon ſuch ſure grounds doesvur:Chri- 
fianity fer us. White we make good irs! condiri- 


6n,it pulls out the ſting of all 'thar is moſt deadly * | 


_ Ahd in a-mote comprehenſive ſence, poſſeffes'us 
of the priviſedpe wm the yr ger #0: 
thing fbdudd by any wenn hart rhens, Mar.16.,” The 
moſt adverſe Tthanoes being burlikethep oughing 
and breaking rhe ground;in'order' to-a more plen- 
tiful Harveſt,” A dzyet>we are' not-'ſo wholly 
roared off to'that reverſſiong-as to have. no ſup- 
plies ſor-the'prefert3z/ for beſides the' comfore of 
td'great und! cerraiin in wxpettation in another 
1-/, we twve proces alto: for this. "Evenofall 

ofe interna} and Tpiritual fatisfaftions which 


$3 


artend the grutfire of piery;”" The feaſtiof a good. 


Dy Conſcience 
s\ 


a m-m-_mPH+S CC. a. © MM.  \_ 


fpoild'of our:goods? here is a reſerve oftreaſure | 
which no Thief, neither the ye, nor the avowed, 
the -pilſerer, -nor the ſequeſtrator can invade, I 
Are we reduced to our Szwiour's deſtitution; not: ! 


"AVE 


hap. — — Chriſtian Religion,&c. 11 
Conſcience is the, true Chriſtians daily diet,.and 
ſyre whatever the rich Men of the-world think, 
he:only..can be ſaid to, fare delicioully :. nay, be 
bas yet--more /aperugtara.. tood,. Menus rain'd 


ſeat.on purpale to refreſh.and ſupport him; thoſe 


' Toys which.diffet rather. in degree: hen Jinddirors 


thoſe which are to; þe his anal - portiga.;; Aad 
that the Sou! may. not be,too much incommoded 
ia her. houſe of clay, there is proyiſfioa made for 
that; allo, ſuch. neceſfaries. ſecured.;rq the. body, 
as may.. keep it in, Texartable repair; we have 
Chriſt*s:exprels promiſe for it, that. t0.thoſe. that 


ſeek the. Kingdom of God. and his ,xighteouſnef, all 


theſe things ſhall be adged : ik not.that ſyperflyity 
which may.oppreſs and load, (render the body ra- 
ther the Tomb than Manſion-of the /oul?) yet ſuch 
as may ſuſtaig and ſupport-us.; 'and ſure/cis. calic 
to decide which is the happier lot. . . In;ſhort,;w$ 
areſ{ure.caough to defray.the.charge af thar voy- 
age, which lands us at Ererad biff:;; And; oer- 
taialy he muſt be of a very ſluggiſh or. querulous 
humour, that ſhall dewsr-upon {erting out, orde- 


© mand higher encouragements. ..!. 


.A-ND as the #a«re and yalue gf the Prowi/es 
render them moſt proper engagementsand inceq- 
tives to all. vertze ; ſo if we conſider. the wanxer 
of. propaſing, we ſhall find them in: that xeſpeQ: 
alſo. highly. contributive tothe ſame. end. , For 
firſt,, they.are.clear and expreſs, not wrapt up in 
dark enigmatical infiguations, wherein Men mult 
Ex6IcCiſe their. agacity as well as their faith: but 
hiv B 4 revealed 
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for ay 


above all other Religions, ſome whereof have le 


Men'ſomuchin thedark, that many Se7s among | 
them havedenicd the immortality of the Sox{; and : 
fore they/ were' but faint encouragements they | 
could propoſe unto that verrge which was to pe- } 
riſh with theni. "What ſhould animate them «o_ 
_ therbgped' ſevere taſtes of reſitgining apperites; | 
fibduing - paſſions, *eradicating -habits, who' gif: 
terned nb" rewards for blameleſs ſouls? ?Tis true Þ 


indeed vertne- is in* her ſelf perſeQly amiable, 


Yhough ſhe brought 'no 'dowry, bur experience - 
ſhews'usſhe-has nor many Platonick lovers': 'and | 
whien f few ate anibitious ro wed Her, when ſhe 
 brieigsarfEcernal inheritance with Her, we may 


hr rope how little The'will be ſdughe without 
Te” | 
fhall-vaciſh tnro the'ſoft Air; the inference 18've- 


y<Bvious; Come'on, let us uſe the creatures a1 in 


bas we find it elegantly purſued, Wi/A. 2. 


But of thoſe who acknowledged a future' being, 


rheit perceptions were very 'miſty and obſcure. 
*Fhe Heathen; had ſuch confus'd notions of their 
Blyſinns,” thitthe Epither of ſhades belong'd more 
propetly'to'the darkneſs than the refreſhment,and 
was a reward fit for the votaries of thoſe ambigu- 
ous Oracles they conſulted; And” proportionably 
ro the obſcurity of their hopes were'the Exerciſes 
of their Verrwe +their piety was Even LR un 


revealed with that plainneſs; that *tis impoſſible / 
who kiows butthe letter of the Goſpel to: 
be ignorant; of the Eternal reward it propoſes. | 
And herein the difference'belongs to Chriſtianiry ? 


lietf Mefr once conclude that their-Spjrirs | 


Chapc®. Clrifties Relig eligion, 8c. "73 
and confounded by the multjrude oftheir Deities ; 


nay, whichis yer'ttranger, their Gods chemſttves 
ſeem to have been loft m- their, own: croud:: elſe 
ſure the 4rhenians- would: Ce hee ig In 
Altarto the «x rand itideed their Offt- 
ces were peroeg mn ; ach, en 


ted tono other 


A—+TC9 5 
»*47, 


_ yet Herr their Religion! © haiodte than that 
negative contrariety to verrue.”” Many of their 
worſbips" being: nothing but a- ſolemnity of 'the 
fouleſt vices - and their Drvinity taught: 'them to 
violate Morality.” A deceit Sibep eonld nor*pro- 
my ly fo'long have rriv , had they hadthe 
:Gpfnes.} of Heaven,' for ſore they could not 
has bro 'd their Gods of ſuch mirableinclina- 
tions, as toaffe&t-purizyin'their Cohabitants, and 
pollution intheir Voraries : or ſuch incongruous 
diſpenſers of rewards, as to apportion an impec- 
cable ſtate hereafter to the moſt fagitious crimi- 
nals'on Earth. 
'» AS to the Fews Nis- true, they derived their 
light from a clearer Fountain, were under the 
. Oeconomy of immediate Revelation; and therefore 
might be ſuppos'd tq have had a freer proſpe& in- 
to that ————__ from whetnice cheir Law Ee” 
CERT 


X yer even, — were in FA as iQ mans —— 
reiculars, ave ſecs veil,.. had rather dark 
he” mall of thoſe ay meermbelmed roy | 
m of. expreſs temporal promiſes. 
ES cart Fly Langny lay lb fair ae. .open ta their 
ly aeercopted, their, view. of the 
; ons the ix faith, mult remove, ax. leaſt 
at mountain, before it could \come to 
F = OT Shy. Ny ' 
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ky PIG = F 
twre being, ,we,mult_chink che ;intimation, of it 


Were very. ob! yok it being ſcarce. inable, 
t any. C a ig Mea ſhould.thipk the, Souls 
expir'd | Os Ly. up0n;any.0 er ground, but 


Dag kno nat __ After-ſtate. to aſſign it. } 


Sox they wanted. not figures: and ſba- 


dows,..Or, 26. Ag Apoſtle calls, them, . patteras of 
' things, .Heb.9.23,, yet they, leem'd. not 
inhdyeb en W, Tenn, ang. the gegerality * 
Derſqns,. bur At 


Mea were.not oaly.1n 
Sb WE 
holies ; Renety T nor. 
TT Was Ref OA the: 


wats La the,. ho 
1yitical, ret; ot 
il, ; And a aſlwerable 


imaels. Th their. Perceptions, .. was.the 
le /aſteme. and body 0 ; their, Religion, which. 


lr TY it {elf in thoſe extergal bodily 
performances, . which affeQted the /ex/e,, than in 
thoſe Divine and Spiritual raptures, which puri+ 


fied andelevated the Soul, ,* Tis.the Apoſtles affir- 


tion, Heb,..g.. That: the [acrifices. there. offered 
cold not mzte Lim that did the. fpruice perfect, . as 
pertaining 


Ch9p, 7. Chriſtian Religion &c, Ig 
pertaining #0 ge conſcience, and he gives the rea- 
fort nf joytrg, that they fiood only in: meats 
4nd" drinks,” an jear Sa yoriry an Alas whar 
propriety. had all-cheir legal purifications rowards 
the cleanſing of the mind ? That mighr bein the 
Mire,while the body was'in'the Ever: and while 
the ſurface of the Man was ſprinkled with bloud, 
the heart might be more beſtial . chan thoſe crea- 

tures: who: lent the'b/urron; i And indeed: if we | 


{ cynſider their morality, we ſhall find that-outlide 
formab ceremony i had proceeded co infet and 


poiſon'' that alſo. The ourward* reftraine, the 


j bard forbearance'of 4ar) qtuafcvinmiſſion, ' being 


— 90 e800 full compliance'with-all' the 
egative ma ns : :Sotharwe ſee'Chrift is fain 
toafſertthe Internal part of the Obligation; 'and 
exten®Þthe duty tothe thoughts andinclinations. 


.# Beſides; thoſe aQts of veyrnerhey perform'd: were 


commonly ſuch ashad an A ſpect; rather on their 
temporal well-being; chun diftuant.and unſeen re- 
wards 5 their Juſtice, and Charity confin'd to their 
own Nation, direQed to the flouriſhing of their 
own'Common-wealth:' whereas Aliens were devo- 
ted ro their rapine and deſpight; ſo that if they 
were ©@:xes, they were rather Political than Do. 
ral, end indeed while they placed fo much of 
their hopes on Ex#th, look'd on ſeralar plenty and 
traaquillity'as their reward, *ewas but conſonant 


_ theyſhould ſquare their endeavours "—_— mea» 
t 


ſure,and conſider things not fimply'ia their native | 
propetties of good or-ill; but atcording to their 
tendency towards that they efteem'd their fe/zcity. 


ly enga d | np "on 
= -. e, bis d-conmrat, years 
_ þ our Redeeper fully | Dance q 
Oar bale pete alt 


lan ary rh ran always 6 very 
ing in the work.of . #be: "—_ , rhan- this: res | 
 Thahiheir labour feel. wt, he i vow in the Lord, * 
I Ares oft's 

-as this clens, Hropaki of the promiſes | 

1s mol} proper to.encourage;and-inſpirit our-en- * 
deayours, \{0.i8 rhe; conduionality moſt. efficaci- | 
ous to: neceflitate.and, £0gage them. Had Hes- 
ven been.ion! os "> 25-4 .largels, and with a 
blind: promiſcuous- bounty, diſpens'd without: diC- 
crimination, how;mach it. might have raigd our 
2ratitnde,..T, know::not,- but {ore-it - would not 
have excited! aur.i#duſbry;; which-in all :inftances 
weed + 45 whetred by intereſt : and where. that js 
34 otherwiſe 


—- EE gone Ch Lo a > a we A; a 1 


ply, 
- | 
hat thar indeed; it-is:this - 
mm. Mow; Foo che mul give- life 
all}, : hen operative coward 
he. the producige? rnd fe; foradmiy the jos we 
n=] ex - and-- Spiritual far their 
'd | kind, .never wn rea re ng m4 for degree, 
2 7 andiheſe alſo repreſcoted to us-in the moſt clear 
= | and convincing mannef:' yet.if they betendered 
ſe; jews of our'choice, but the certainty of 
Ns fate-feliviries which we are only concerned-to 


; voevin _ not toacquire, they may make us glad, 
bur  froly noe diligent ; it being: but a cold: ins 
ducement to a ay undertaking to be aſſured *cis 
perfeQly needleſs: We have therefore all reaſon 
x0-confels it our greateſt advantage: towards wer- 

£ wy that God has ſoliokt-our bopes.and our duty 

ether. And indeed when we conſider the grear 
di ifproportion-between -the one; and the other; 
the infinity ofthereward, with the deſpicableneſs 
of the ſervice: we muſt- reſolve that. he had. &y 
other deſign in making his promiſes conditiona 
than-to-engage us by our intereſt to-that ho/ inf 
to which he ſaw our inclinations did. not bind us: 
that it was an neites of his-/ove to enſnare-us in- 

. to two felicities/by propoſing: of one, enforce us 
to take one good 1n the wayto anorhgrs verrue 1 
paſſage to g/ory,”+  - 

AND. indeed who would not think this me- 


thod OY efficacious, as might OL 
the 


4 _ 
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the neceſſiry of any other, bur God: who under: | 
ſtands our 7 thoughts long before, P/al. 139.1, 
forefaw that notwithſtanding this propoſal of a | 


Cariaan, there would be Reabenites and Gadires, 
who would ſer up their reſt on chisſide: 
io imtent on the commodity of cheir Catt &; [as 


de content themſelves: ro be parr of the Herd, bad 


become like the beaſts that periſp'> Thar there would 
" be men of ſo ignoble, difingeanons tempers, as 


none of theſe cords of a man woutd -be able to | 


draw: and therefore theres another parrof' the 


Gofpel-Ocomnomy' firted vo "their capacities; the | 
threats and 4nterminations, thoſe terrors: of the * 
' Cord, which as'Goads may idrive thoſe brutifh | 

| Creatures whowill: nor beartroRted: that thoſe | 


who:think themſeves 
David's queſtion, W, all "aſcend anto the hill 'of 


the Lord, Pal. oY 's. may 'yet artle at Eo" 5, : 


Who among us can inell with everlaſting burnings ? 


__ Of ſo formidable a'kind-are thoſe menaces, 4518 | 
ſufficient to awakethe moſt drowſie ſtupid: Saw, | 


. and are molt: aptito operate thar of 
Ep operas preg og, 


their remper,” which evacuated t 


chod - That very fenſualiry which maderhemde- . 

help to enhanſe the dread of 1 

py - the lack of fs PT of water will be'moſt ic 
fared delicioufly every * 


ſe Heaven, may 


ſupportable to'him 
day ; thoſe fewes' will 'be yet more ſcorching 20 


thoſe bodies, who by ſtudious cffeminacies and 8 
ſoftneſs have ſuperadded an artificial-tendernefs |. 
ro the natural ; nor will the gwawing of the worm 


appear more intolerable 20 Ys chan choſe _ 3 
cre 


nI] | 
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ardent thirſt ofgteater powers,and readier means 
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here make ir their buſineſs to tye--up'irs Jaws, 
gag or ſtupifie that Conſciexce which' would now 
admoni{h, but will there torment.. - And when 
to this is added the perperarty of theſe pains, that 
the worm ſhall never die, the fire never Fa quenchid, 
certainly this puts {ach an edge upon the terror, 
as may. well makeit inthe Apoſtles phraſe, quick 
and powerful; ſearching even to the dividing aſun- 
der of the Soul awd Spirit, the joynts and marrow, 
when we areaſſur'd That the Axe withu laid unto 
the root of the tree, and that every tree that brings 
not forth good fruit muſt be hewn down and caſt neo 
the fire, we ſhall ſure be warn'd #obring forth meet 
feits of repentance, | and fly fromethe wrath to come. 
BU T becauſe neither- invitations nor threats 
can avail with thoſe whoare any way invincibly 
impeded to apply them. to their benefit : ſince 


© the moſtgloriow prize, the molt formidable dan- 


ger, is inſignificant to him, -who wants power to 
run unto'the-one, or from the other ; -it has plea- 
ſd God to inſpirit and aQtuare-all/his Evangets- 
s4! methods, by a coneurrence of /#perxarurel 
ſtrength, makes it-not only eligible bur poſlible, 
I may ſay calic and pleaſant for us to do whatever 


|} hecommands us:- and notwithſtanding our natu- 


ral debility, makes us through 'Chrif which 
firepgthens-us, able ro do all things : 'by his Spirit 
he prevents, 'afliſts, reſtrains, excites, comforts, - 


convinces; -gives grace, and adds to that the -hap- 
Pier-lJargeſs ofa will ro uſe it, and knowledge to 


diſcern 'the want of more : infufing ro the Sox/an 


of 


| ei rrrmdmnnnen inlet fend deoanoteenee of 
20 | * - 3 " TheiChat «iter of. 3 Chap. ti : 


af ſerviee, which ithe-perfortogace 


glory. And to.afſure\us o 


| atuates:to 
| gone Rrengths,/ avd\yer eoflimes to new. de- | 
tires; and\ more-:importunate purſuits, whilſt | 
God at ance heftows-and: crowns'his own. dona> | 
tions;: ſtill giving unto:him char has, -rill that at | 
hſthe give: himſelf; and grace: «: ſwalowed up in | 
Fr this aid,: he: bas been 

pleaſed to oblige himſelf; deſcends to the folem- 
nity of a-PaiF and Covenant; has indented with * 
us,” and conſtituced it a principal part of the new ' 
and everlaſting Covenant made with mankind in the - 
bloud of the Son 'of God, to ſend the comforter, - his 
Holy Spirit, 'to be with us till the end: of theworld, 
and do ail this. - Sothat the Gaſpel-is at once the 
aſbgner of our tasks, and the Mggazine of our .: 
ſtrength; fo:much Spirit goes along with that 
Letter ; ſo much internal grace-is annexed toits 
outward adminiſtration, as will ro all, whodo : 


© St a. ea. ed Ae recs £2 oaeas_ oc ca yo £Aao-<cc-. toc. aca. a. a NEL 


not refiſt ir, infallibly render it the powerof God }, 


te:ſalvation. For tis not the {ole priviledge of a 
S. Paul, butthecommon portion of all Chrifians, | 


ThatGud's grace foal be ſufficient for them ; whith 


1s. ſure a more: Goſpel-like -promiſe, than that ic } 
ſhould 'berooſtrong for them :-{o violent and ir- 
refiſtible as-to-commir a rape-upon:their Spirits ; } 
ſuch a mighty wind as drives them headlong upon / 
 &aty.” Indeed this competency is of all other pro». | 

jons the moſt ixcextive to-induttry; we ſee } 
1n Temxporals, too little makes men defperate,and |: 
too much careleſs; and certainly 'twould: be the: ; 
ſame in-Spiritzals : but now when we have rock 
enough to ſet-up with, and that too of {6 yy 
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Caumer-influen d. by ahy malevolent. Star #- 'Or- 
that what! has ſo many 'tenures:in-uUs;ſhould, be. 
fiowly diſſeig'd ? A we have —_f 


act _ | ry ofa Phibſo' 
pher, i yn ns eee 
And fire near eonceplarevinds; brit be'ap 
= nfidence #0 conclude CLryfPendom'to 
| bethe Goſbes of the world, not only'in reſpeQof : 
irs:light, but of its immunity from all thoſe Locuſt | 
and Caterpillers,. thoſe ſwarms of mean and ſordid ? 
5" which both cover and devour the eas of the | 

rt 

-BU I: this muſt be: the nforemns of a'mere | 
6,2 Rectuſeqhar-converſes only with ! 
bis own meditations: +For ter him" be; ſomuch/e-} 
cular, as-once tolookabroad,” the:moſt rranſient 
will ſerve to unravel all his hopeful hopeful /peca- | 
| -Hationg-and; ſhew hin-ehat Chriſtendom may be as } 
rhbch:Heathen as Ameticait Whereas 'tis uſually : 
ſaid .thatill:Maxzers produce _ Laws,we have © 
reverſt the. ;/o-and our good: Law has imro= 3 
Sk: manners: ''Qur holy: fait 4 
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vi THE reaouul oft Canefa is ſ6formi- 
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the darkneſs divel of nega of wA | 
dihg: And' we are efitred among; Heathens 
here;-we muſt yet expett the” ſadder fon" of 
Hpoftaried Clitiftiatis hereafter.” 
 A-N*D'*© that this confideration might: at Hſt 
| have- its proper oper «tion, rouſe” and" awake' us 
tifnely to prevent Thoſe evils which'it will be i wh- 
poſſible ro cure. * That 'bY bF'btinging' forth -ſome 
more genuineand kindly fruits, oovae ay avert that 
diſmal ſentence, Cut 7 down; 'w #'the 
round. That men would penerally lay to heart 
both the fin and infamy of being promoters of pub. 
lick ruine ; and quench that fre'with their tears; 
which their ſins have kindled, that the faſting 
and'prayers, the fi and groans of the Primi. 
tive Chriſtians may ſt ttheprofancluxuries, 
the carnal Jolſities of the Blolern And that Sack- 
eloth and aſhes may become-the univerſal mode, 
rhe only faſbiorablr dreſs among 'us. This both 
Rexfon = Cviſes, ſdggeſt as matrerof our moſt 
mportunate wiſhes ; would God our how ends | 

ut uot half as pregnant; 

BUT: the If ape arance there is of ehis uni- 
verſal reformation, et the more jtelonfly ought every 
fingle perfon to' Took on himſelf, eſt he be one 
that obſtruas it : For fo he does'who ſtays _ + 
| bea f/aſ:on; but neglets to contribute His' 
to the makingit ſo. Men are willing” to diſe 
| themſelves from attempts of this kind, ons 

with an unſeaſonable modeſty ear reflect what a 
nothing onemaen'is to ſo- many* millions, 'when 


alas, all thar'vaſt Empire” Vice has got in' the 
world, 
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world; is founded in the pravity of ſingle perſoas, 
and: would certainly be ruin'd'by their reformari- 
on,-: The more reaſonable- Collection would be 
that he that conſiders himſelf-burt as ove, ſhould 
not ſuffer himſelf togrow -into-/eff; ro fall from 
that Unire to a Cypher, by permitting ſloth or co- 
watdize to enfeeble and/emaſculate him : 'bot or 
the contrary ſhould-recolleQ+his ſpirits, atuate: 
all bis ftrengeh;; and therefore: be ſuxe to do his 
utmoſt; becauſe: that nimoſtiis but a /itzle, 

AN 'D' to'this<certainly therewantinot encou- 
rapements. We ſeein common affairsthe wonders 
that\ induſtry -and*reſolution are able to effeR, 
and a firgle courage being exerted has often with- 
out Romance; overcome giantly difficulties. *Tis2 
great prejudice 4s caſt upon vertue by the puſilla- 
nimiey-of 'thoſe'that Wke, but' dare- not aber her. 
When moſt men: commit all:impieties dariogly, 
and openly, 'andthoſe. few-rhardo:moura for it, 
do it but ih ſeeret; the example ofthe 0x is conta- 
gious, but the other. has no means'to diffuſe it ſelf. 
Would menſtourly own 4«ty, and not like Peter | 
follow Chriſt afar off, they -might yet hope to make 
a-party andgaizgroundin the world. And/how 
noble an attempt were this, ' thus to encounter 
Satan in his higheſt eriumph, and ' recover a of 
field? And methinks thoſe who have any warmrh 
of Piety glowing within, may eaſily thus improve 
it into-a flame ? Fyopmynoar &v Th Tice T' ape- 
Tay, add to their faith wertze; as that (ignifhes 
courage: and then readily would: ſucceed: that 
train of -Chriſtian excellencies 'reckon'd up by 

St, 
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36 | The Charatter of '' Chap 
St. Peter, 2 Epiſt. 1. 5. knowledge; temperance, pa- 
tience, godlinefi, and ſuperfiratt an- theſe,- 4s.it 
there follows, -brorherly kinduefy.and the' moſt 
comprehenſive; charity. We,ſhould -be nor only 
devout towards God, but zealous.towards Meg; 
endeavouring. by - all- prudent.means; to: recoyes 
_ them out of thoſe ſnares:of the Devil, whereb 
they-are taken -captive., And; Gince among all 
thoſe ſnares there is none more entangling,. thag 
the creditableneſsand reputeof cuſtomary! vices, 
to ſer themſelves eſpecially. againſt” that over- 
grown - covering and ornament; thoſe Locks 
wherein its. great, its' Sampſor-like ſtrength lies 1 
And ftrive to render it as conderyn'd as it is baſe : 
and to this purpoſe\nothing is ſo-apt; as the ex- 
alring its competitor; fetching vertue out of. the 
Dungeon, thatdarkneſs and obſcurity whepeia. it 
has long lain forgotten, gr Sang illuſtri- 
ouſly viliblein- their: own practice, :put into, the. 
poſſibility of attraQting orhers. Indeed.there only 
It appears in itstrue ſplendour, they-are but dead 
calours the ſublimeſt ſpeculation-can put.on. it; 
he that; would-draw it to the life; muſt imprint 
it upon-his own... And thus. every pious perſon 
may, «nay ought;-to be a Nga/,a preacher of righ- 
reouſneſs : And ifit be his fortune-to haveas 1m- 
perſwaſible an Auditory, if he cannot avert .the 
deluge, it will:yet|be the providing himſelfan 4rk, 
the delivering, yea advancing his ow» ſonl,-if he 


+* 


cannot benefit other mens. © - : bs | 
N AY, his' being a Noah may qualifie him:to 
be a, Moſes too, give him ſuch an intereſt with 
| Heaven, 


-. 


Chap» Chriſtian Prattice, 8c. . in 
Heaven, that.he may be fit to ftand:inthegapto 
beian itehcefſor and; Mediator for ia} provoking 
people.” And: God knows never any generation 
more neededrthar office : nor any part ohthis more 
than our:{inful Nation; /which having long. been 
in the: farnace, is:rindeed: now. come out; but ſo. 
unpurified,::that wethave. all reafon-to; expe & 
retiro,-and:that not upon the former fruſtrated. 
deſign of refining ; but upon that; more; infallible; 
andfatal:one of conſuming-us. This isſo dread. 
ful; but: withal--ſo juſt. an -expeQarion, :that ik 
there: be iany:'Jacobs' among; us ;'f any,, who: cam, 
wreſtle. and prevail with God, there nevet:;was:10; 
preſſinginted:;of their-iaterceſhon: O letall that; 
are'thus fitted for it vigorouſly. undertake this! 
pious work ; let no Hoſes's hands ;ever:wax'heas! 
vy,: but becalways held upima deyautimportuni-: 
ty ; let:themtranſcribe that holy Qratory,which: 
he ſo: ofterrieffeRbally! uled,:: plead: to:God his: 
own cauſe; with a What wilt thou do tothy great. 
Name? Andiwhen there is dothing in-us that.can'? 
pretend: to-ary thing but vengeance,” ranſack; 
God's. hoforn,] rifle: his: hoiels for argyments of 
compaſſion,, repeat: to:him bis. own zzzles, that he 
is long-ſuffering. and of great mercy, forgiving ini-; 
quity, tranſqreſſion and ſin, Numb. 14. 18, And 
by theſe: ſolicite, yea, conjure bimto pity. And- 
how great an ardency is required to this intercel-. 
ſion? ' What frozg ories .mult they be that ſhalF 
drown fo /ovd a clamour of: impieties? And how 
does it.reproach the {lightneſs of our ſleepy heart- 
leſs addreſſes? Can'we N0gs to bind God's ads 
2 Wit 


38 The Charatter of Chap.e. 
with Withsand Straws? Toarreſt his vengeance 
with fuch faint and feeble. aſſaults? And when 
nature and. danger ſuggeſt to Heathen N7evehb, 
not only to cry, but-cry- mightily to-God, ſhall 
* the ſuperaddition of our Religion damp ours into 
. a whiſper, -a ſoft #neudible found? A form will 
teach the profane Marinertopray in carneſt,..and 
alas! we have not wanted ar diſcipline. Tis 
not long ſince we. might have ſaid with thoſe, 
 Atts 27. No {mall tempeſt has long lain on ms, nei- 
ther Sun nor Stars in many days, nay in'many years, 
4p earing, nothing but black and diſmal portents 
of a final wreck to a poor weather-beaten Church, 
and then ſure *rwas time to be importunate, to 
learn fo much of inftruQtion from the waves that 
tolled us, 'as to-make our prayers keep peace with 
' them, in ſwift uniaterrupted ſucceffion, in loud , 
and not to be reliſted violence. That we did ſo 
then 1 dare not affirm, but ſureI am the neceſſity: 
of it is, not yer out-dated ; for though the Sky 
however black with clouds carry nothunder init ; 
though the impetuous winds that blow fromeve- 
Ty quarter, ſhould not break out in tempeſt, and 
as Harun to-us 3 yet wetoofully exempli-. ' 
fie the truth of the as 1 2: Axiome, That the 
wicked are like the troubled Sea, that cannot veſt > 
we have withiz.us a principle of ruine, which can: 
rate, though nothing from without excite it; 
\ tempeſt is not. always neceſſary to ſink a Ship, 
one-treacherous leak may do it in the greateſt 
calm, and what ſecurity can there then be to our 
torn Velſe], whoſe rents our continued oy F 
| .cg0 
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do till keep open.” Indeed our preſervation mult 


| be as 0urreſtavration was, the work of Omnipo- 


tence; thither therefore let us 'addrefs with 
S, Peter's pathetick' Prayer, Save, Lord, 'or we 

Othar all whoare concern'd in the grant 
of that Petition, would qualifie themſelves to 
preſent-it;- lift up ſuch pure 'hands, hat God 
who hears not ſinners, Joh. 9. may yet hear them, 
ny a gracious car, and give an anſwer of 


CHAP. III. 
4 5. of the Miſchiefs arifing from Sy 


= of the . Young by ſhew- 
dly we have fruſtrared all 

rs of our- profeſſion ; 
enervated all tho e apt and powerful :methods, 
and*how perfeQly- contrary our' pratFices-are to 
our rules, mere curiofity would more prompt us 
to enquire what are the hidden cauſes of thoſe ſo 
ſtrange efe&#s; what unhappy propriety. there is 
in the /o#}, that after ſo much c#/tereand husban- 
dry it ſhould produce'nothing but wild Grapes ; 


| and by, what artsand wiles Satan has noconly” 


evaded,burevenretorted thoſe blows which were 


aim'd at him. But as in diſeaſes the'pains and 
D 2 languiſh- 


go Miſchief ordfing\ ">  Cua3> 
Tanguiſbings'zre. obvious toithe Toll  ſenſe,; bur 
_ ſprings and-originals of them:m | 5 
dye deep;iandare {o.complicated and interwoven, 
that.tliey: require. much;art-x9 ſearch mace di- 
 Kinguiſb ;tliem: :. nay,-do-often, mock; the moſt 
Jubti inquifitor, andſend-him back; with, mere 
conjeftures and uncertain gueſſes; ;ſo.i ig this; Epi- 
Aemick Spiritual, diſtempery; the. wnalady i is. nNotori- 
aus: and: wilible,, butithe c4u/-5;of it..ot {ocaſily 
determin'd, yet that not ſo much from the dark: 
neſs as the number of then ; ſo many do pretend, 
and that with very good « colour, to thisunhappy, 
this monſtrous birth, that a Solomon himſelf 
muſt have maddthe prapofal of dividing 1 it, as not 
being able to owe; aflige'd it entire to apy one 
TISY JB} 5Y ET *Jabb;, - 16 0% 298490. 

IND E ED. fo many are the cONcyrrentato- 
wards it, that it. would. far exceed the limits. of 
this [little /iFraB, an gra qe rs I 
thersſore underra ay duchiexa#, enumera 
butſhalidoly takenoriedpiahoſewhightirh vr 
ng 2 nd tiegren of qheir dere 

| 3 58:95 + oye! 

c NE ND chagreat and fi onhidermi- 
eo» which:moſtMen have and iguk wes it Religi- 
Qns dog, at g aq ee" af ie fruſtra- 
may. make. Arohimedes his chat- 

nes eng t where-it.may ſer-1tsfootz allow. 
bur 8; ſober advertence -to its: propaſals,;and; is 
willmove the whole wor/d:/ it; comes.wich, moſt: 


ifvincible! and--controuling:; AFEUTSOES, ;but. ſill. 


SF are LSE, and thoſe: muſt fixſt; obtain. 


attention 


+ _—_— CC ©.” 


— IEEE: CE I ii CITES, 
Cbop?3: - from Inconfideration.  4© 
attention," "before they'can force aſſent ; -they wilt 
moſt infallibly weigh down the /cales, though che- 
wholewworltd' were the roenter batance ; but thed. - 
that mivſt preſuppoſe their being put intothoſs) 


Scales; "their /being enterrain'd with ſo\muchrof? 


deliberation,” as -may' ph and- examine their} 
weight;-Toa word,t dreſs to usas Men,that: 
Is,” creatares IC 'by God with' 7arional Souls: 
andifcarfive faculties; -but if we-wilt fuppreſs: 
theſe, and-ſet up only:the-b+are: to: bgive: audience, 
we muſt not. expe&: Balzam's prodigy ſhould be 
every diy repeated; 'thar the b-afſhould be wiſer: 
than therizey,” and confequently' cannot wonder 
if the Suecels vary with'the: Auditors: \- * 

A. N:D *is'to be fear'd; that this.is the ſtate af 
moſt 6f ' us; that all the convincing Logick, chat 
demonſtration 'of the; ' Spirit, - as S;\Panb calls it. 


_ and allithe: perfwafive Rhetorick of the: Goſpel, 


find:us:ſo ſtupid and; unconcert'4, :that they can. 
make'noiimpreffiair :;all the avenzciareſo-blockt 

up, thar-ithey-can! find-n0' way: of approaching: 
__ We are like the Indian Serpents Phito- 
frat mentions, proof: againſt /all charms, but 
ſuch aswith-theit glittering ſplendor aſſault our 
Eyes:- nothing +, moves1but>whar [courts our 
Senſes, and what i nix giofenough:to be ſeen, we 
think! 209: :#ice:to-be confider'd.:- The: form. and 
name:of; Chriflianitys Men: find ireddy. to. their 
hands, aadic:icoftithemino. labour tolputit on-2 
bur Sthbjrbeſinterrogated of the iportand 
fignificaneyafiry Pcarmaoy would be at a>loſb 


wiharito Kaſper \-N6a x themſelves Chriticus 
as 


42 Mijebiſs avifſng Chapt 
as they do French or Exgliſb only becauſe they 
were born within ſachs Territory, take up their 


Relig ionas a part of their fate, the temper of their _ | 


Climate, the entail of their Anceſtors, © _ 
thing moſt remote from their choice; the profel- 
fion of it deſcends to them by way of inheritance, 
and like y careleſs Heirs, they neverareat 
the charge to ſurvey it, to inform themſelves ei- - 
ther of the Iſſues: or Revenues of it ; what bur. 
deos it lays, or what advantages it promiſes. Eve- 
ry man ſees theyare vaſt multitudes that have en- 
tered the Beptiſmal vow, and I fear noſmall num- 
bers of them, that weigh it as little when they 
ſhould performit, as they did when they made it. 
Have no other notion of: Beptiſ»,, but as'a cuſtons 
of the place, or a re of feſtivity': confider no 
farther ſignificancy. in theſe ſpiritual bands, than 
do'inche Swadling-cloaths of their infancy, 
andcan give no better account why they took on 
them Chrifs livery,than why they wear ſuch ger- 
ments as the commos faſhion of their Country pre- 
'' T HIS isin'many the cffeQ of groſs ignorance, 
that really know nothing that borders upon Re- 
ligion': and where thatas the: prineipte, we can- 
not think it ſtrange to-ſee their prodfices propor- 
tionable ;: this' rexurnsthem intothe ſtate of Hea- 
theniſm, arid while they Walk in that darkneſs, it 
is:no wonder if they often'fall : rhe only marter 
6f admiration 'is, thar there ſhould be any ſuch 
darkneſs among us: thar” the glorious light, as 
$. Paul terms it, of the Goſpel of -Chrsff,/ ſhould 
«5 e © not 
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not long erethis have diſpell'd it out of our Hor» . 
zor, and certainly, that it has nor, muſt be ow- 
ing-to ſome very great guilt, ſo that concerning 
ſuch perſons the Diſciples queſtion, Joh.9. is very 
pertinent, Who did fin, this man or. bis Parents ? 
Where Men are ſ@ ignorant, it muſt neceſſarily 
infer their Parents neghgence ——_ their 
own ſtubborn perverſenels in reſiſting inttrufion :; 
but *ris more probable to conclude the former, 
ſince if Children wereearly inſtituted, knowledge 
would infenlibly inſinuate it ſelf, before their 
years had arm'd them with obſtinacy enough to 
make head againſt it : but when by the Parents 
remiſſeneſs the proper Seeds-time is loſt, the ſoil 

rows ſtiff and untratable; the /aboxr of learn- 
10g averts their Childhood, and the ſhame of it 
their Manhood, and ſo they grow old 1n their ig- 
norance, are ready to /eave this world before they 
come to know any thing of that whicly is to ſuc- 
ceed it. | This is a common, but certaialy a moſt 
deplorable caſe; and-as it loudly accuſes thoſe Pa- 
rents, who thus wretchedly: hazard; -their Chil. 
drens greateſt concernmeants, ſd.certainly it re- 
fleas not very laudably updn thoſe who by 
lighting that excellent Order of Confirmation in 
this Church, have beſides all other advantages of 
it, robb'd them of that happy reſerve, which the 
care of their Spiritua/ Parent had-provided to re- 
pair the negligence of their Natera/; but guilt 
has a miſerable kind of infinity, and leflens not 
by being communicated.; and.therefore though 
theſe unknowing nies may withjuſtice enough 
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frees his tender fle , exclaim- loudly atithe Ty- 


| Ur owlVthwnoid of his own Treaſos, :: Ay 


Þring his maceratedE ET hkcehe Levee Conn 


* bine, Jude. 1.9. and urge it asan-evidence how cry- 


ela Maſter he-erves;/and from:thenceemanci- 
pate.anthfree' himſelf: Andiindeed: every: — #1 


ries initſomuch ob viſible roil,-or ſecrerſmart, as 


would by. force: of this: rule ſupplant andjunder- 
mine ic felf Jan 
arm'd men: "WI 


fo dangerous: a" weapon, 'hadihe 


cures himit ſhoald never be us'dagainſt him.; for 
if-ic ſhould; -nothi could -give him a'more-mor- 


- jal-wound; more” irfecoverably ſhake his King- 
dom”: Nor:would only: rhar-/xfernel. Region feel 
the force of 'that-deftructive: ag ys > conan 
 makeas ſtrange.confulions inſeeular Regiments)! 
” BÞ-OR- if ſuch pleasas theſe may 'be adihirtod, | 
they will eafily-cancel;all Humane, as well as D#- 
wine-Laws, and every malefattor will transfer-his 
1 _-2uilt omrhplernrity of the. Legiflator ; The Thief 


_ fay itis roo grear' a-difficulty' for him tore- 
Biſt-che temptation of an apr opportunity 3/ a'rich 


by: ' that” his fingers are-too' {lippery even- for 


If, andihe catnor reftrain* them, and then 
quarrel - the-ſtriQgeſs» of the Jaw, 'which'has 


+The 


refiny'of thoſe-rhar laid iron; atid in that-our: 


ky orhory: cranls elſor” may accuke thecule, AS-aC- 
CET ceflary 


ad: Aure $4ta#' would never have 


* 
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+; numg are. 
Ron) whill 


bath. themſelves. and others. 
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a | Ainongus ; This res urſ&fot it 1 
J- M Es may ceaſe our wonder, rthoughnot our ; 2rief to « 
J Kent; oo or we behold thera fiand' to the awardof | 
an "hoſtel who ' have aprofeſt | 

4+ 6-»/ gives" ſegrence] 

- | 6: Ee cies fe ent 


a Heaven and Hell were m not chought 


; "Ig " _ * Lo x F. ifrecon- | 2 ; 


a - —_ ane _ Chaps 5. 


irreconcileable enough, "men offer yet” arder's 
meaſure; call iothe. aid of omen quarrels;: and Le 5 


when'the' Precepts :COMe to nlidered; refer 


each//of chem ſingle 0 that particular. Vice to + 


which it has the direCteſt contrariery. | 


T-H U'S--when Chriſt's command of meelnef + 
" and forgiveneſs, of ws Enemies, and 'twrntug the . 
Cheek, bearing the Croſs, or. ſelf-acnial' calls. tor 
audience > they Sdnfile ( as Rehohboam did with * 
his young hor-{purs) with their anger and-malice;s + 


their rancour and revenge, - and-they ſoon give: + 


their Verdif#; that to be»meek is to be /ervile, 'a 

remper- fit only for the abjeA. That ro fotnive'sd 
enemies 4s a principle of cowardiſe; that would... 
emaſculate*the world; to love them a I 
Speniel-lik Fawning 3; but to:turh' the Cheek,” 
not only” "hazard; *bur- invite. new? injuries by. ” 
owning-them as benefits ; . paying bleſfing for 
curics;. kindneſs atid good tarns for hatred, is ſuck'- 


ariarcalow patience, as muſt expoſe-ro. the info- x l 


| ſence of many; and the ſcorn and derifion of afl- 
- men.” And then the reſolutioh i i5ready;/they wilt 
be no:fach fools. for Chriſt's ſake. ;-S9,when the | 
precept- of humility and: lowlineſs comes to be 
conlider'd,: *their Pride is depured tohearits plea, 


and thenthough it bring theauthority'of Chili's: - ; , 


example 'as well as his- commend, it wilt be judg/d ,, 


invalid *Chrift indeed root upon him the form of & © 
Servaht,: andito that, -hufnilicy-was a proportion- 


able AdjantF: but what is tharto'thent: hold af 


piring humour abhors ſubjeQion, tis notcalcula+ J 


_ for their Merid/an, "_ are of another "me | 
ne 


"+ - 


Chap«5-. from Carnal Conſideration, 67 

. nerof Spirit, and 'would not have it embaſed by . 

TY che admiſſion of {o mean a quality ;' and though 
| Chriſt hath put poveriyogf Spirit among/his Beari- 

--] trudes;/ they reſolve-he ſhall not -enſnare+them 

_with that artifice ;" they will nor takethis meaſures 
of. Felicity, or refign' that pleaſure they havein 
valuing therſelves, for any thing he” propoſes in 
Exchange. In like manner the Preceptsof Tem- 
perance, Sobriety and'Chaſtity,” are not'permit- 

_ ted'to the-Judgmentof ſober Reaſ0», 'nay, nor of 

mere natural deſire; but ro apperites vitiated and - 

| _ inflam'd by radicated #ab:rs;' and then the Glut- 

-.4 ron thinks to eat moderately, is tobe ſtarv'd* 

*| © and will as ſoon pur-« brife, Prov. 23. #0 his-throat: 
in the vulgar ſence of cutting it, as in Solomon's 
notion of reſtraining his.exceſs. Thus the Drex- 

' kard with his falſe rhirſts looks on Sobriety as a 
kind of Hell, where he ſhall want # drop;to'coot 
his tongue," and thinks the abandoning his de- 

- bauchr-jollities 4s an implicit adieu to-all:the 
' comforts of life. The-Uzcleax perſon when his 

blood-is' high, ſcoffs at Chaſtity as a religious 

kind of impotence, and-only fo: far conſiders the 

i precepr of pulling out the Eye;as to infer that itwere _ 

4 *ascaſje literally to part. with it, as to reftrain'its 

4 luſtfulrange; not look at all, asnot look to' luſt. 

4 And'proportionably'ir fares'with-Charity:and 

Bounty,-which though our Saviovy recommend, 

Mammonarraigns of robbery, and ftigmatizes as 

a Thief that picks the" Purſe, and rifles Coffers, 

But amid{t all theſe, rhe raking up:the Croſs, ſuffer 

ins. for 'righteoneſs ſake, andthe doFrine of ſeif-de- 
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Ht; fall yy the heavieſt prejudice; "Theſe |. 

-opp0sd: nor; by ſame one ſingle vice, -bit. the 
confederate arms of all; even thoſe, whoſe inte- 
reſts rare: flatly oppoſite, do-here..unite,: Herod 
and Pilete, Saddncees and: Phariſees accord agaialt 
Chriſt; and all are freely ſaffer'd,” nay invited to 
_ exhibit their. complaints.againſt-chefe Mandates. 
ver ou/neſs cries outrhat this is the molt riiinous 
ria caſts away aneltatein 4 lump, and 
s:ail-open :r0 forfeitureiand onfilcation : and ' 
| c Bal takes it as: vl. robe foreſtall'd, and Y 
"= no hing) lefc for. iro. diſſipate: Prophaneneſt 
_ avowsacantempt of it as a folly, and molt open 
E- ___madnels'to -Pparr- with rea/ pleaſure for:ag-empry » 
©" mame his ps wo for ithat "Bankrupe. thing call'd : 
nſci ho Hſe hasa more 6? 


low at this; + n-9l Divine Sanftion; as | 
"they-rmeant it ſhould-exetmplifie- irs: own do- 
.Qtritic = | pans that, paſſive corre reooms | 


ages ns Ft 8s 2063 £5564 P48 


F 
s 382 ; 
%z- ILSS. EE % a. # a $f 
Tek £” LL. 
Ly 1+ x 
ILAANLITES, 
b \ by 
FW”; ot | fo 
»* b; * 
EF 
. - p 
Fe - 
4 
- 
. 


ie gy nor" 
"kO; * 


I: 7 


* 
bt 
y 


7 - 


Chaſkis - from Carnal Conſideration, . 69 
to adviſe in:common: affairs-iwith: thoſe whoſe 
_—_ may. be: ſuppos'd-to biaſs them, :Corfult 
ſays he; iwith 4 coward ins marters of Warg-108. 
ka uggard of niuch-buſineſs, Exclus; FLE 11, a6d 
ſure. if an be jll Connſelors,' chey-muſt be worſe 
Jaages:.; but-why then do we ſet Pride: ta judge 
Humility, Luſt of Þi yrity, Covetouſneſs of Libera- 
lity ;. and make our 2ies the arbitrators of thoſe 
Laws which;ftoold reſtrain them ?'? 'This:is:fach 
a groſs, ##jsſiceas common himanity,ablivrs ;:'w6 
deal by other: meaſures with Men,:the:moſt-tioty- 
rious-and fla njous, Criminals; and reſerve this 
ned gn for choſe 'thiggs only whereiaiour 
od\may..be concern'd., *Tisa ſevers:exptobrari: 
on of a prophane people, Ma/ach.n. 8; where: Gbd 
accuſesthem for:treating him with! lefs wr 
than; they. would do a morzal Prince's, Offer: it 
thy Prince : bur alas }-we ſhall force tet 
nd. far lower. in his e pies far 
were com payiog hbim;che £gard: be- 
- longipg £0, a Prixce, that we. yield. 1d fn dk ths 
rights of common Men ; force him to\fiagdrothoſe 
rheaſures. which we. "think too ©  Inequitable' ro 
De qt dburderery.; a Thief, or: —_ ano 
r n ry OD 


NO rg | When Meas rd NS uſp 
the Tribunal, and judge i in heir own cauſe, 'tisa 
palpable dilcoyery: they..dare;nor; remir;them- 
ye) to/ any more equ | dezermination.” Andin- 
in. this point of their " ate they HE. 


70 ' Miſchief arifing Chips: 


righr judgment: for *ris.certain' were the caſe re- 


fure *cis highrime that ſome ſhould affiſt oppref 


. vertue in its: appeal ; find- it out ſome Conrt of © 
r where its plea may be heard 1-and we need - 


got'travel fer'for that-purpole, every man nay 
dv'it: in his own breeff, 'where in his lirtle Com- 


e&r08:wealth he ſhall find rar torn ie Þ | 


Ekrhim but-draw the "Cauſe hither, diſculs 


matter in his'own Conſcierice ; and he wilt foon |} 
find che former unrighteous ſentences revers'd : | 

tet him:but feriouſly refleA' on his violations of 
thoſe Sacred Procodis of Chriſt ; and obſerve _ 
whit 'a fivg and ſ&ret remorſe every ſuch breach | 
taves within/him ; and that will be . competent | 
atteſtation-of the equity and pcs. pe me of thoſe. 
Mandates: : can the regret 
ariſe? Thoſe things that are either impoſſible io - 
theipnarure, or unconcerning to us cannot beg jet E | 


for from whence el 


_ | Mon accuſes himſelf-for not flying in 
og upon the water ; hou. brag 


oy er 
cheſs cloſe 


kifucculion of the 'Griminal, when "none be- 


fide 


ſerr'd to any competent Judge,' indeed to: eng but: - 
themſelves, they would inevitably be'caſt ;- and. 


= Po.4 bs dbſervanice of any Lavs, but_ 
power to oblige him': and'therefore 
pangs a checks of Conſcience are an + 
wrxkace, Men'do inwardly affent 
eo the juſtice abd y of thoſe'divine rales,.. 
ba ob rnd ahiom, yea's £9 heir wird to, do 


UT or over: and :above *he thioes ati akett 8 
paihs of Conſcience;when fin'is brought forth, thie- 
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md DA | from Carnal Can iow. . ; 71 | 


ay many flatrer and commend ; ; 
J'chis econdaty: and _ | 
cr Chetl ads wel he forep! og prevari- 
exrſortofit there isan earlyand i ate vey- 
diet pat in its behalf, t« the eſteem ad fiking 
von thole' docurhents cominang, Whore cer 
Obs pals?” ener airafſent and venerarion not 
d,'but from profeſt deſpiſers 
who exkout'<bull but pak well of that vertue 
| eflity of their affirs com- 
me a everit Hen] itt a the 


who 5 Le Fro 
ment waſh? His rnnrety 
wo fault in him. 
AND. indeed chis very refleftion on hs; Au- 
thor of theſe 'Precepts, if well confider'd, would 
CE Gale all other Argurients. The Mandates 
of rhe''Golpet on this s one ſcore, that they ar 


, Chriſts, are certainly both pare in them Ives; - 
and pdfible'to us : and fo moſt worthy-not only 


of all obedience, bur-all /ove too; He who' 19 
yn bees vport both a nw pe rng and _ 
certa wi E 11 
vE-Lowzke wu Mio "Yet he; who hid 
down iis: life for the redemption of the tranſ- 
greffions whicty 1 were- under the firſt Teftarent, 
cannot” be” inagin's ſivevnliderate of our frat 
& yet - ad wetrer ge dcloprodgato 
uceanotner o rigour, or beſo prodigal of 
his blood;'as robgae ge) for thoſe who 
new fer of impoſſible commands fiould'i - 
F 2 y 


;and. Taboo 


by roforivie themlclyas again :. 


be ſupposd, the comrary'ms mayte pontlhuded; that 


he hath, fo,;far.condeſcontedto:out imbecitlity; 


AS malt eſcribe. us ia a9 ing Ape eptort 3 
"7! ABt 


finds or makes vs-not a 
indecd,, his Liews are.aboyg, (pig Ee Kis £0r- 
bei oe th pgs og Rye pre, to 


ab a 50d ſo: þut-whep be!by \his | 


varg.Ang: refine SID Nature, 
putchan: 
this 0G _ pang: Mercy .t 


= OP 
the Bleſ 


$08 ; Furs us 10. ACapacity. of beiog like unto 


\ bim, Uk whigh is ſumm'd ohke onchs alt b +: chpon | 


re and felietly;" if 


"AND, on this ; glorious. end, every pirticylar : 
mm of his a; a diret alpet, every.one of 
them. tending to "re-impreſs, 0n us: oo t of 
chat divioe image which was raz'd ourby.the firſt - 
bas! tecom- 


fn: andthis, one would think path ood 
mend them to.our h igheſt* value. 


f 


Conſcience maybe Fw e it will be {65 rg be- 


ing in this caſe no middle between devour reve: 


rence, | and horrid blaſphemy ; for he: that; de- 
ſpiſes ſuch an. aſimilation,, muſt neceſſarily-alſo 
deſpiſe his who i is ſo. re/emb/ed :- he who thinks . 


meekneſs, purity, WER &'c. nnamiable qua- 
ties 


'S 


; Roi hadwdeſtend- ; 
Ire Cnnnn io;ke might bave-contami- | 
Ul brow: laws onworthy.of him: Bu ; 
uld it be tous; to have. : 

SA: 'd, P/al. 50: No:verified, 
hor our ra in.xþis.ſonce;- ſuch.,4; 002 4s /0ur 
ſelves? Bug by this;other; Merhod herharifes, and 
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carl” fron Coat Cop oration. W_ 7; 


Ive”? bs Fortin, i whom 
bendenirly yn Ces ke the 


id f/end" that,” Ir + MR eg 
lible Wha ets, "that' Hah FE in'Gol; is fab 
limely-excelleks.' But Betkfule "tis indeed too 
nnd nt. Ag may* be 'put' Soder fich an 
uridue he; Rrthe'vi ehce'of #Priſoner, 
when'it th 5 'the” place of'a” 5 'be- 
cauſe mir} | Mi dais hot percair'their confierices 
to ſpealt5 left they Thould fay mbxe thanithey are 
willing t6eer;* "And laftly; Gice theſe'perfong 


' make theib appeal to reaſqn, pretend ihe aids, 


and boaſt if tn ar es of thae;'it noe. 
rae wing onemubd ES 
Empire at no iſclaim rhat © 
they ky ke, Koda ri 'all'thoſe Seeprieks i in Religh 
with whom we have to do; "wh! will Mow 
af no Gonyiion but from i ie, to 5 
"1A N-D''God, who, 45 the Apoſtle ſays; leaues 
wot”  himfelf without witneſs, has ſo'temper'd and 
difpos'd ' his' Preteptt a5'to-qualifie'them'to paſs 
even this' Teſt dls; they beit "g not-the contrads- 
tions bat "Improvements of nacural Reaſon : and 


{0 moſt apt to recommend themſelves to all that 


is Mun, not Brwe aboue ns;” Indeed they have 
the very ſame aim and" defign with that. - Tr buy 
ever: beeq'rhe grari#boſineſs of ſober reaſon firſt 
HY ' diffover, and then're artain that oye om 
3 -——— 
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gnzre, 10-151 in, they wedjate deſign alſo. 
e aches by-1 Its twilightd ly chap Thar $0. 
veraign | bliſs it-aim'd. Ay: would: never be iz: 1 


2 OOO 0000 7.0 <7 M0 OO-US "3 ES CJ) LINE TW” oO, LI CV Oo "ERR, 
% . ; : 


LG... 


Chap. 5 from Carnal Conſideration. 75 


——Cﬀ. 


an-unſteady hand:;-by him. who: was perpetually 
called; and-agitated-by.his turbuleat inordinata 
Appetites:+:Therefore::young / Men, | yeycio the 
heat and: fermeat:of their blood;; were ſolemn 


cepts have vilibly.the-ameerd and 2 eves 


1 ry. oneof: them expreſly-fingling- our: fome!irres 


gular: affetion' to-combate and fabdue : fo that 
right Reaſon and they are: evidently-of a Sect.and 
Party, infomuch that. ſeveral 'of the ancienteſt 
Fathers:of the. Church attributed: the excellens 
documents of Heathen. Philoſophers:to.the Divine 
Xoy@-, the reaſon and eſſential. Word of God which 
after was izcarnere upon” Earth :. and'bt 
auxiliaryiſtrengths of grace, to-aid the wea 
of nature. The bleſſed Jeſs whoſe bare word 
checkt: the Sea 19 its highelt fury, .andby'that Mt- 
racle atteſted Hi Divinity ; as machexerts him- 
ſelf in filencing'the louder: Tempeſts;and calming 
the inteſtiae-ſtorms withia our breaſts.” And cer- 
_ xeaſos will not quarrel to have been thus te- 
9 


liev'd;' it being: rhe property only of proud/foly:to 
chuſe rather $o /eſea ory ,than-ave it ro che ad 
of an: Allie. 5:4 © 4. 529463-D1mT2 £6 21d 


FROM this general view, ic were: eaſlo ts 
Wee: — 0 + deicend 


3% — 0 Miſchief \anifutly on), Gs 


Fr nreny _ vetheexaQconturrence —_— 
10:G0d-:Joves ' euſonacble: fervice;! 
Me ok mann me ww : | 
ewe may qualified; an 
of: votdced-votgries the: Elogium: proimisd: in 
:Lawieſi doſes, Dent; 4; 59; "Sweely this People 
its wiſe end. under banding People:': And firft that 
abacoomind of: Medbne/51is.a molt -nirionat Pres 
capt; Gar neveriiedoubted by-any, who remember - 
but: the;comman defioition; bf Hager, thav-it is 
= | | ITT AE Tweeter | 
| 530d; be that vd the:onmanly 
tran cent tation&-of rnerey paſſion, - how that 
Riolenceit,offers: is $0.the tai within / 
ere pw thipkitehe intereſt poronly + 
bÞ.bis Rehigiongi but common prudence, and righs 
Reuſas-ta fuppreſ3rit Andthe fikeis iro be aid 
ofthe mort: Phreazg'of:teep malice/and 
belibetatd Revenge, where. the-Fury -wantsthe 
dllay :of:being+tranfient: and ſhort liv'd; ' is em- 
bodied iato:Complexian and temper,: and:grows 
iaveterate/ into'\Nature.  4nget indeed is:2 fire; 
had he-thartauches ir, though bur Gightly, wil ' 
find irgeorchihim ;but 'ithe:malicious Hys hamſelf 
asf were:td.rasft at: irz«prolongs and ſpins out 
jaw. 6k wir as if he meant toanticipate his 
fſorent in; his very crime, and commence his 
Aieiherey-1 ungueachable fire; '* Traly np fin does 
eoke>repreſent thar ſtate of horror to which. it 
tends;; 33 gives. a Man not only. a certain: title, 
but an ample earneſ?, pays him part.ia hand of, 
baſh ding ons en was ah well =] 
S 3, 0g 


RE ao. ian Bi hots 


ES eS: ends: cnt AE. 6 AE AR A957 #. 


RY AT. . nd. MR —_ —_— — — Ow >. THT s ee 
» 


—— 


-Chip,%. from Carmel Conſideration, 77 
ſtood evenby the:Hearbens,” that wie ſee the'Rrers 
knew rig how! mor empharicatly-o deſcribeithe 
fature edjmtn-ofiancenvious anger >>" 4 
fos,othau' by the reprefentarivry of his!/n;'s Pro 
ncthers's Valtur begins her-quatry: in this lifes 
every-malignane” Thoughr) eouty} ſpightfalyb 
preys 'upory his hearrithac harbourgir:everyire- 
vengefulprojett pans him ja chepangs labour 
xHilliebe brougleforth; and wheirivib, ir 

Jy vefidunds+fbiimiſciievouſly:upoa 'che!Parent, 
thacrhebirthſeems like that of” Ag ripyfya; when 
The bare Nero that'murderdher.' And'ſurely;nor 
only rexſor;nubut-common:fexſyewill:ſay this:iv'a 
ſtats to be'derefted, and confequently*muft give 
its ſuffrape ito thoſe Laws: of Meckneſs and:@ha- 
Tity, .wkichare-the only expedientsto'/prevetnriit, 
Peace is Jeſervedly reckon'd among the higheſt 
bhſſings of Communities, 'and: ſure it 'has-a;-pro- 
portjonablevalde,inevery ſingle member of thoſe 


| enbaryy 64. ie'beidg 'thar which is ron 


ly:requiſirero rhe enjoying of any ather>good. 
fn ot mar ro  . oaryall the profits 
.and- pleaſures: of a: Nation :: and this hoſtile 'rer- 
per in'a Man's mind:does the very ſame, and like 
Gholer 'in the Stomach, takes offi all gyſ&'of the 
moſtidelightfut things, arid:{0/becomes a Fein 
the pang adams}, as well as that of Senſe: and then 
how abfurd'an impatience is it; for Men to'think 
every':the':ſNighteſt' injury 'from another infup- 
porcable,: and yer: heap fuck heavy preſſures'up- 
on' themſelves: like froward' Chilaren rear out 
for the” leaſt 'touch from 'azorher hahd,” yer 
$ "3-44 hs 7 1. eyes Ttent} ans fre oldl knock 
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petites which would over-run the Sox, :level its 
ſuperionr with irs inferior faculties-z.confound the 
diitiaRian; of - ratzonal',and ſenſitive; and. in. 8 
word; render: the Beaſt ſo-ravenous/as to eat_ up, 
the Man, Yet th1s.it.is in thoſe ſordid Sins of 


 intemperance.and wncleanneſs, unleſs perhaps they . 
are ſo much.worſe than beſtial that I'wrong the 


generality of the Brutesin the compariſon, .it be- 
10g only ſome few of them, |the very 5eaſ#s.of -the 
Beaſts that-are guilty. of any ſuch exceſſes 3 fot 
generally their apperites do not a the res 
gular ends of nature, they know no. ſuch diſeaſe 
as ſurfeiting, but eat to-ſatisfie hunger , and 
couple at ſuch ſeaſons as beſt tend to preſerve 
their kind; and then,'tis'to be.conlider'd, how 
baſe, how degenerows a- deſcent it is. for us to 
ſtoop, not only below our 0x pature, but theirs; 
what a ſolitude theſe vices reduce us to, that not. 
ſo much as the nobler fort of beaſts will bear us 
company ; 'we muſt wander upon the wountains to 
court a Goat, we. mult rake. the mire to find a 
Swine, before'we can furniſh our ſelves with any 

aſſociates: And-ſure all this is ſo open an hoſftiliry 
againſt Reaſon, that. it can by no means be: her 


 #ntereſt to abet it. Ask her whether ſhe wouldbe 


preſt to: death with loads of peat ;. whether ſhe 
would be drown'd in flouds of drink, whether ſhe 
would be ſuffocated with the 20iſom waponrs of pu- 
trefattion and rottenneſs, and the «»/wer ſhe gives 
to theſe tells you her ſenſe of Glutrovy, Drunken-- 
neſs and Uncleanneſs : Alas ! ſhe ſuffers from them 
the moſt barbarous Say, invaded not oy 


86 Miſchiefs ariſing Chap. 5- 
| nHher/a«tbority, bur her very Being, and therefore 
even upon the ſo celebrated-principle of ſelf pre- 
ſervation, muſt muſter all her forces to vindicate-- 
the myjury anddefend her ſelf, And then certainly 
Chriſt's commands of. ſobriety and purity muſt needs + 
. beentertain'd with all a/acrity and gladneſs, asan | 
accefſion of ſtrength to her party, an «id to aſſilt 
her in that juſt and neceſſary War. Bn 
> AND as _ thus pronounces againſt the 
fins of thef{/>, {0 in the nexc place does it cer- 
tainly againſt thoſe of the World. Mammon 
_ Himſelf will not be able to bribe this Jedge, bur 
when. Chriff's Precept of Charity and liberality 
comes before this 7 r/bazal, it will infallibly be 
not only  acquirted but magnified and applauded, 
becall'd from-the Bar to the Bench, Commiſſion- 
edlike the Jews, Heſt, 9g. To bear rule over them 
Fhat- hated them; to diſſipate at once the wealth 
and the covetouſneſs of the woridling ; have the. 
&eyspur into its hand; that it may have free ac-- 
ceſs to his Coffers; this certainly muſt be the 
event of this trial, for 'tis confefſedly the part of 
vweaſon to diſpoſe every thing to thoſe »/es which 
are moſt proper and advantageous, ſuch as may 
bring in moſt reel benefit to the owner, - Now | 
whatotheremploymeant of wea/h is there ( after. 
competent accommodations are provided) which } 
"can'contribute to a_ man's fe/iczty ? If it be laid. 
'out like the rich max's in the Goſpel, 77 deliciow. 
Fare, or els and fire Linnen; certainly it 
{makes no lea _ towards it. Firſt, for 
exceſſive Fare, if a man be #07 exceſfve-too in the. 
Ealingy. 
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eating, what does he enjoy of it ** Meat has no na- 
rural propriety to the eye, and can'make no im- 
preſſions of pleaſure there ; but if he be' voracious 
and" intemperate, ' 'tis then ſo far from making 
him happy, that it dejetts him into the for/orn con- 
dition, even now ' mentioned, ſets him at odds 
with his reaſon, his very manhood, nay, T may 
add with his very J/exſe roo ; the difplacencies that 
he receives by the conſequences of his exceſs,” far 
out-weighing all that is grateful init, This fs 
well deſcrib'd by the Wiſe Man, Erclus. 31. 19. 


AS for the gayzety of Apparel, that can never/in 


ſober judging be thought any advantage; 'tis that - 
which only youth andYoly puts a value upon, and 
as we out-grow theone, ſo dowe the other :\ All 
that'is convenient in Cloaths is as weil, nay, bet- 
ter provided for without it : Arich St 1s only 
heavier, not warmer thana plain; andit is'a kind 


_ of prodigy to-ſee how heavily vanity, which is in 


ir ſelf ſo /zghr, "fits upon ſome men ; whoare con- 
tent even ro make themſelves Porters, fo their 
Taylors may lay on the barchen; And thus in man 


other inſtances the fineneſs of Cloaths deſtroys 


the eaſe, fo that it often he/ps men to pain, bur 
can never #:i4 them of any 3 theh y.may'be Jat- 
guiſhing and infirm, under the molt ſplendid co- 

ferod's royal apparel {ecures him-not from be- 
ing eaten with worms; and Lazarus his Ulcers world 


have been never theleſs peinfil, though they had 
been wrapt in Dives his five Linnen. | 


of that the world calls greatneſs, as in honourable 
| G 2 retinge 


vetinue, Troops of Attendants, and the like ; the, ” 
returo. will be. no leſs empty: Multitudes of uns ' | 
profitable ſervants being. a great burthex, but no _ 
degree of edvantage. Alas! does my meat reliſh 
x ever the better, | Sbea my zav/e is ſurrounded. . 
= with waters? 'Or when I go out, does my..train * 
| of fipeors make the Air the more refreſhing to me, | 
does-not. rather the. 4y/#_they raiſe make. ir /e/s, * 
Annoy and ſtifle me? As for marter of buſineſs, the: . 
number of;/ervants tends rather to hinder. than. 
advance. it ;- daily experience atteſting, that. in 
crouds of domeſticks every one of them thinks his | 
adleneſs. will be hid: the care. of doing and. the | 
guilt of emz2t#zmg is transferr:d from one to.ano- * 
ther, and none has any farther thought, than how '} 
he may que himſelf either of, the bur:hen or. the. j 
blame; 5 thar upon the. final account all that ac- ; 
crues to a Maſter, by the greatneſs of his Family is - 
the. excreaſe. of his care inthe :regiment of ic: A Þ 
great deal of vigilance and circumſpeQion being. 


requir'd to keep it in any.tolerable order, and ifit © 


be not {d kept, his Houſe becomes a wi/derneſ7, 7 
and himſelf a prey tothe Beaſts he feeds: The li- 
centiouſneſs of the Servant: redounding . more 
ways than one tothe damage. ofthe Moſler. cel 
-. I F. we ſhould now. proceed more. minute/y to. 
every. other Jingle expence which vanity and pride;. 
thgprlſts, we ſhould certainly fiad the like ſuc-,] 
cels of our inqueſt ; nothing of rea/ Felicity,” but": 
on the contrary the 24nity {0 interwoven and in- 


corporate with vexation of Spirit, that"tis:impol: . 
Gbl> to ſever them : So that 7hus to employ ones. 


4 


A c4 


| OE. + MS. FED. 4 


F4 - - 
LEI C 


+ IV - 
%* 1 


DE TD WP. CT WIS MW 0. "Do WV ...0 "VP WC 
&% "A Þ - WL Ls +. 2 5% DR 


Ne 4 a td F>: 
HEE TE an So eng oh te OINDT LD 


+ + Ewe 4 22 Fay > * 4 
I ag ER 2 >" i rod 


WW. W...Z2A IT 1 

Vt Ry 1 

p"1 , iN $.4.+Þ. 4 0887 

T I ER 4% 1 ” L, 
YOSHI 


Chap, y: + from Carnal Confideration. — 5 


_ riches is rather to /»ffer than exjoy them. But if 


we ſuppoſe a man on the other fide ſuch a Reverey 
of his Wealth, that he dares not ewploy it at all, un- 
leſs it be ar the b«z&, for the vrangirts in of more, 
that keeps iras men do beaſtsreferv'd for breed, 
manumit them from'all work but that of propa- 
gation. Such a-perſon is ſurely of all others the 
farcheſt from receiving any advantage by it : he 


converts it from'a /ervazt into a tyrant, 'and fad 


experience ſhews us the calamity of fuch'a tranſ- 
mutation. It has be2n always held the ſeperef 
treatment of ſlaves and. Malefattars, damnare all 
Metalls, force them to dig- in Mines ; now 'this” 
is the coverous mans lot, from which he is never 
to expeCt a releaſe, as being his own remorſeleſs 
and more than Egypriar pre oe and the pa-' 
rallel' holds'too, 1n the painleſneſs as well as la- 
boriouſheſs' of the work; Thoſe wretched crea- 
fares buried in earth and darkneſs were neyer, the. 
richer for all the Ore they digg'd,. no more is the 
in{atizte Miſer, he hag no power to diſpoſe of any 
of lis «:queſts; 'and though he calls them his, yet 
alas he poſſeſſes them no otherwiſe than a priſoncy 
does his Gaol, '3 Mad may his Chains, they are 
only :nſfruments of his thraldom, and the getting * 
more” ſerves only. to add” more weight to his 
Shackles ;” and- certainly wealth can be no = 
worſe diſpog'd, than thus to buy fo baſe a ſervi-- 
tude, (AE TE755 6 F451 $:14.3" FRI EIT US 
'AND. now fince neither the Juxurious ſpend-, 
19g, nor' the covetous” kee ung *can advantage' us 
ee ſtep"towards any thing thar can be calkd} 
oo LE  wn3 


= Miſes aijne Chap: 5. 
happy; but doon the contrary engage us upon toil * 
and -nifery + Wealth ſeems to be a very oppreſſive 
. burthen, ſuch as we can neither caſt. of, nor ſafely 
bear 3 and truly ſoir'is till charity comes in to our 
Aid ; which as the proper element of wealth, ren- 
ders that /zght which gravitates elſewhere, and 
as.the Elixir unto Metals transforms them into 
Gola, ſtamps purity and price upon them : by free- 
Iy giving, endows the Dozor with whatever he 
eſtows; enriches him, and what is more, enrich 
es wealth it ſelf. Withour this art of «ſing, and. 
apoing.onr eſtates, we are thoſe [zd/ans who. 
hange their Gold for Glaſs : that ſilly Fiſherman, 
who having found a mafi of Amberereece, em- 
ployed it tothe /iguoring of his Boots ; are fooliſh 
to the height of Midain the Fable ; who being . 
r fniv'd to have whatever he would wſ, made 
bs mend that every thing he toucht might pre: 
ſent]y be*Gold, and run the hazard that he did of 
being farv'd by our unhappy affluence: Men 
ſay indeed-that Gold by preparation becomes 'a 
ſoveraign cordial, but certainly it never does re- 


cethe heart ſo much as' when'Charity is the 
Chmmif -.the poor nian's hand is the beſt Limbeck. 
to-exttatt this Magi#ery and Tiniture, the: flames 
of love will really perform thoſe Miracles, they of.. 
the Furnace boaſt of ;  agd;would they: employ 
themſelves in this Leboratory, they would find the 
omnipotent- efficacy they dream of, ſooner'in this 
way of aiſfpating, than in all their arts, or rather 
Fancies of generating Gold.  *Tis certainly 4 
moſt generous and enlivening hd Ie” re. 

Is Te Tut v.41 ſults 
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ſults from a /esſonable liberality : When I ſee a 
man ſtrugling with went, his very Spirit as welk 
as Body \{tooping_ under the preſſure ;-if I then 
relieve him, the humane nature within me which 
is common to us both, does by: a kind of Sympe- 
thetick motion exylt and raiſe up it ſelf; but if I 
have any piety, that muſt do it-much more ; for as 
the former ſhew'd me my own image in my poor . 
brother, ſo this ſhews me God's: and how-tran- 


ſcendent. a' ſatisfaction muſt it be, to have thus 


reſcued him who bears ſo Divine an Impreſs, ta 
have paid ſome part of gratztude to my Creatar for 
my own- being, by making my ſelf, in my low 
ſphere, the giver or preſerver of that life, which 
he firſt breathed into another ? Thzs, and this only 
is the way to raiſe a felicity out of. wealth ; and 
ſurely figce the attaining of happineſs is the one 
grand payne of our xeaſox, that muſt even before 
it has ſubjeQed it ſelf to the faith of Chriſt, give 
aſſent to the prudence of his Command in this as 
well as the former inſtances. | 
BUT there remains a Pregep? of our Savs- 
ours allied to this ; which ſeems by no means ta 
comport and hold « correſpondence with the diQtates 
of right reaſon; the taking up the Crofs, and ſuf- 
ferine' for righteouſneſs ſake; which contradifts 
the fundamental Law of Se/f-preſervation, and 
the great-end of: Being, Felicity and Happineſs. 
But this //zegeſtioz, how: ſpecious ſoever it appear; 
is utterly fallagions; for 'tigno good conſequence, 
that becauſe res/0: aims at -oyr: being heppy, 
therefore at forbids us A dat et 
a. "a : F t at 


ww 
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: that: thocaſe may: beſo ſer, that ſuch- a ſuffering 
may bethe- faireſt nk Jeft\us ro.our happineſs. 

\Tis'a known rule; thatof emo evils the leaſt is to 
be-c en; and. ar. eleQion: of; the,” leffer ll, 
though 'ir be-no wbſolutt; yetis' a" comparative 
4 a0di its a114innient as far as the neceſfity of 
our-atfirs' permits, ' is our Felicity; and: reaſon 
ean provide no farthet. Now this is the eſtate 
| oe the; prefearinſtance : twe.evils ate propos'd, a 
_ naturaband'a-mord.; the Natural; though in its 
 ſelfto:be averted, yet much. inferjourto the Mo-. 
ral; and then-re«/o»: ſoon: reſolves the Dilemma, 
that the natural is to be choſen :  Allthat:can be 
queſtion'd in-this-affair ji whether Reaſon. define 
he; moral evil. 70 be the greater, -but.thiscan' bear 
. ho loog diſpute with: any: who conſider. but the 
nature of Reaſon, which: being ſearcd:in/zlie »ppex 
out: of a 'man, is-no'way:concern'd. in, thoſe-[4r, 
which make their impreiſion on the ſenſitrve part : 
bur moral.ills ſtrike higher, invade the. Mind, 
cloud the Reg/on ; nay, often depoſe it from its 

regiment, as 1s-too frequently e thed in the 
Hoes of vicious habits; ar wr9s e by how 
much-o0ur reaſon is ſuperiour to our ſexſe, ſomuch 
are thoſe to beaccountedthegreateft evils, which 
_ 'afſaule. that nobler /part of-us. © This.certainly 

"witl.now. be the: determination of Reaſon, if ſhe 
may be permirtedithe. freedom of-her+yote : for 
thus:was it. formerly, where! ſhe: bare.the. moſt 
ſway, . and. a rule;-:the:wiſeſt:and 
| beſt conlideri of homane,: av well as divine Aw: 
| _ ——_ b | ; 


| Chap.5. fromCarhal Conſideration. 93 
j- 1:{m, that honey 25 to be preferr > before both gaiz- 
| Fulaxydipleafant'; ſo that nothingrenders a' man. 
{0 deplorable; "as that which violates bis#ntegrity; 
| nay they have generally:gone higher, -exhorted 
men-to:berome voluntiers invertues warfare, not'ta 
Tu their. ſufferings,” till-they were: forc'd out by 

| -rhe competition” ofi a 'crime; but ' offer themſettes 
|  freecoblarrons,} Thus to ſuffer for-ones Country 
.- Yor ones Friend, was thought ſo. worthy, fo herorck 


» 


a'thing,that zoble and ingennons Spirits were emu- 
lous of "it: and-1t' was Þ Rated a caſe that Eps- 
&etis forbids a man, 'on-fuch an occaſfionto con- 
fulrwichthe Oracle, whether he ſhould do-it-or 

. ( no, itbeingzeceſſary to:be done, whatever ill ſuc- 
ceſs or ruine be prediQted,” 578.5 'Sarail@onnams- 
re, 1 Tipers pipes owpald., 1 qvyh, and how ſe- 

_ riousthey were in theſe per/uaſions, ſome'of them 
havepradicaly evidenced, as having ſuffered very 
confiderablepreſſures;nay death .it folk, rather than 

' they would bow to the predominant wices of their 
Ape,:or omit the occaſion:of eminent vertue, Ari- 
fideswould/bejuſt in ſpight of the Ofreci/mr; Re- 
gulzs obſervant of his oath made to-a faithleſsenc- 

my,-though'death and rorment- attended the-per- 
 formance;: - Lycargus to perpetuatetohis Citizens 
| thebenefit-bf his good Love, as ſubtilly deſigns | 
perpetual: kanifament unto: himſelf; as: others uſe 
ro-\comrive:' for Honour and; for- Empire there; 
Codrus:redeems the ſafety. of his. Army with-his 
own death, Curtius makes himſelf a Martyr for 
his Country, -acd Socrates in- theftriQer ſence be- | | 
rom.ons for his-Gdd laid dawn di Life ar-| 
LG PEE ro et 449"; $5 <4 6 Tau OR EX % Þ 
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_ teſtation-of that 'molt- fundementa/ Truth and 
lexding Article" of Faith, mize ers eva Sov, the © 
ketief of one'God-> And'yetiwe find-not that thoſe | 
fires; which'/were fo if as to fhed his 6/ood, were 

yer-f0-, 64d as'to:defame his memory; he's :not 
recordedeither as foo or hypochonariack ; nor have 
his /oferings ſtruck himour of the liſt of -Phi/aſa- 
phers: but henftands there the more canſpicu- 
ouſly -in ithoſe' b/oody: charaers;; and however” 
the credir of the Oracle maybe otherwiſe diſpa- 
raged, it aever was on'this account, that it had 
declared: Socrates to be the: Wifeft of Mer. And 
yet both-he and the reſt, - had either 2oxe,. or very. 
' amperfei#:confus'd apprehenſiqns-of a-future 7e- 
werd, when-they engaged: 'on- preſent Suffering, 
and death. it Rift; Sothat we might be tempred 
roimagine;:that ſome ſtrange change and #ran/- 
ax «tion has now befala virtue, thar it has-put 
on:{dmuch aid;farr appearance from. its: ancient 
felf, 'ithat che:acceſſion-of new obligations, and 
higher hopes, ſhould abſolve,- avert and:urterly 
difpirit-us';i infomuch that 'what was Conftanc 
mcs\ Heahen,”: ſhould be Folly 'in a:Cbriftien, 
rainly: this is 1 Metamorphoſis of :our 'own | 
making,* we look 'through --deforming :Opzichs }I. 
_Glaſſes, ſuch: as our. avarice or effeminate;ſenſus. 
ties convey into our: hands, --which: give-not 
only range and ighattly, but. withal- ridiculous 
fbipei;, burifwe would conſult our. Reaſon, that 
would ſhew us things in) their- proper forms, 
Vireueand Reaſon arg both the ſame they were ſo 

| horn on aagig ba Dads Ai” F: 
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|  Chap.5. fromCarnal Conſideration. 95 
- the faculty adinit of no mutation, 'tis impollible. 


there ſhould really. be ny ſuch variable appea- 
rance. If - Socrates were {0 zealous for 'the 'Qze 
God, that-he choſe. rather to-relinquiſh his life 

than to conſent-ro, . or but-connive at the profexe 
rivalry of Polythei{m;. and yet: be-no Fool 3 -cer- 
tainly. we may. as-ſecurely tranſcribe his Copy: 
and though the particular Article may not be the 
ſame z-yet if it be any thing wherein Virtue 1s 
concern'd, the cauſe 1s no leſs warrantable: He 
that ſuffers. for a praQical-Point, is no more. a 
prodigal of his pains, than he that lays them.out 
on. the: highelt ſpeculative...» The Commandments 
raay.have as good:Martyrs:as-the Creed; for the 
lame authorrty tis requir d- our | eto: the 
one; [that exaQs.our- faith of the other. i: Nor. is 
there any neceſlity of Heathen or Jewiſh Tribunal, 
to--convert our ſufferings: to Martyrdom ;/.we 


may feceive:that crown from the hands of thoſe 


that owa'the ſame fairh wich us. - Thoſe that ſay. 


| with the moſ+ſeeming- vehemence, Lex the Lord 


be glorified, -may.,yet'hate and caſt out their.bre- 
thren for his names ſake, 1/2. 66. 5, He that tells 
me'Þ-fear.not God ſo much as hey may yet peric- 
cire-mefor -honourigg-the Kyng wore; and my: 
boo pour'd out.upon-that account, becomes. an 


\Chriſt his head, may yet rendand tear his 
Body 3" and if I-love-its communion {o well, as 
to'rake-my ſhare in the Maſſacre, I approach to0- 
ward:that dignity and comfort $, Paw ſo glories 


my 


RI O— 


| acceptable ſacrifice to him, who has commanded. - 
we re tothe higher Powers, . He who 
<alk 


£ 


oft | C brith 


"© Webs ering Chap 5+ 
n\-of filing up that which 3s behind, of the affli- 
0 of Chriſt in my" fleſb, for his body s ſake which 
ans Chore LG ig 24.” He that '-mulas _ 
' #naelzbe Oarhs, 1 et enj a 1o- 
:rjury: and if 1 _— Pho uw ti rather 
et vogk of iny'goods than my Conſcience ; 
-Poilt"become "not more monutnents of his 
apine' than my pity; 'they*plead my innocence 
before-him who! "will wot "hold him guiltleff that ta- 
heth' bis name + vain: and how profanely'ſoever 
my wealth is diſposd by him that ſeifes it, *ris 
a&coiun) 4 to meas caſtinto the treaſary'; and ſo 
»offible T way ar once'vie'with the rich' men 
greatneſs of the'oblation,” and with the 
hee | ow'£00 1 1n-that higher circuniftance of its _ 
ing all.” In'fumm, - the” opportunities of Mar- 
gram ar not'reſtraitied rothoſe points wherein 
p;ftians differ from-Jews' 5 6r” Heathems, but ex- 
K | to'all wherein we ChiiſFansdiffer from our 
ſe/*the'commands'of our bleſſed: Maſter.” "If 'T 
- for my conſtancy roany of them, T have cer- 
edinly'my place in' God's ro 9i-as well ag 
if 1" had faln under any of the Tew' Perſecations. 
God was not {0 partial ro the primitive Chriſtians 
*tollow "them'the”. | rapd'eticloſure 'of 
nl Hot otos as our. elder brethren had © 4 
| 4 hey? tet is Mill i childs pare left 1 
ferry ons Wide; «enough '6 teſtifie our legs 
#0, and 'ſecare us from the brandis buffer- 
a, Aieb: 12.” *Twas'S:" Pauls indefinite affirma- 
tion, andalltimes fince have born witneſs tothe 
qriieſ'i0f ie} Phitt ab-thet "wh" ive godly 46 


Chaps. /7om Cormal Confileration., 97 
| Chri#. eſs ſhall. ſuffer. perſecution. Some: Wu 
aſbionable VErIuEs; fees perf been | inevery Age, 
which have whetted, if nor the Swords,. yet rhe 
Tonexes of men;and thoſe that happen not to fi 
under Abe/'s-perſecurion, muſt-not hope toeicape 
that of 1/446: If they.meer with 00'Gg#n to! kill, 
they. will undo y with an. Jſb-eel to. wock 
_ them.--Bug ey a Urels: ſoever- .oup ſufferings 
appear, a. goom cauſe iveſts chem of their [rig rtf 
ſhape, pulls,off abs nel viſard, and, ſhews: us a 
beanty 1 TE. 


me pe haps nacu hang true Va our ir ee] f- & 
knows not as-well.to ſuffer as 5 Eg That mad 1s. 
rruly.great,:andoaly.thar which-ſtanc s ak b 
pogr yr inde extriufick en which ER it 
ſelf. a Proncipatity i ? lent -upon.the | 
outward. man 16 = 5 4t 4s. not ſu ted: to 


95 Miſebiefs arif me” "Chap; 5. 
5tto which chis excellent precepe of Chriſt advan- 
64s when we: thus offer for vg hreouſneſs ſake, 

our Minds"are all /izzhr, what dertneſs ſoever in- 
volve 6urexterior part,” andis like Goſbex exempt 
and/ſecure, when: that falls under all che Plagues 
of Foyt. 
"AND what reaſon thus eafibraces for it ſelf, 

nor imapinable/that-ir ſhould rejeQ, becauſe - | 


more redious, becauſe there 'is.a Crown within 
Hows or *hat the glorious rewards our Chiriſtia- 
PC fes to: -6ur conſtancy, ſhould be eſteem- 
zemaces and threats, Temptationsto' *deſerc 
turn Apoſtates.” No certainly, Reaſon cannot 
fpute; and-makean inferene'lo utterly ilogital, | 
ut'* ll rarher uſe irs an enforcement of its for- | 
-mer conclu{on,” eftabliſhiir the morefirmandim- _}.. 
"moveable by having the 52ſir thus enlarged, ha- | 
"ving" reward added ro virtue, and -happiyels: en- 
__maif$voridoy:; Tfin'the competicion between 
_ *two Evils, 'rea/ox. pronounce the” Yeſfer eligible: 
"Much more will-ſhe reſolve, when'the conteſt is 
ewixt good and evil, the greateſEvil and the 
preateſt Good; and 'chuſe that excelevre which | 

w8h ſapertativein\it ſelf,” is more endear'd and | 
Shtned: - ans ep tee if I violate my Ree. : 
| 210! h- bareand na-. . 
Se anors hep ſhe's thus  * 


os and/above the poſitive donation'of Happi- Þ: 
" nes.ſheaddsa reſcueand relcaſefrom miſery, and , #: 


ly* lad; that: rhe Race ſhould ſcemithe | 


T Chaps. fromCarnalConfideration. ..99 
equally obliges by the-diſtant-proſpeQs of a Hell 
_ -and* Heaven. So that not only the'Goſpel-promi- 
 fer5-butieven menaces and threats become! ares: 
 poninthehandof ree/on,whenſheftands-upon her 
guard; 'andfights for- virtee:n If fn preſent icfelf 
as my Protetfpr from a' temporal Calamiry,-ree- 
ſon will tell me henee, that the- proffer'is-inſidi- 
ous,” it expoſes me to that: which1s #nfinztely worſe 
than whatit pretendsto fave-me from; and'that 
not: enly' m. the former reſpe& of Guilt, but'in 
that'of Puniſhment alfo; What a cheat ist ito 
keep-me outofthe- dongeon, and ſend me-to-the 
bottomleſs = to ſave me from: a"#e-porary- fire, 
'and-thereby mark 'me our-'as Fuel: for -ererwal 
flames; to' take me: ont! of their” hands who. can 
kill the body, to-put; me into -hi5 who can deſtrop 
1.. Goth ſoul and boay-in hell? Reaſon tells'me, I:am 
.  t&abhor the zarpitude and foutneſs of a: Crime; 

| candirtelisme too, 1 am todread themi/ery.and 
Smart of it alſo. It would not have me-wallow 
inthe-mzre, though it were ſafe, much-lJe&/when 
it is full of 4/ps and /7pers, which willzafallibly 
-fting me to death. Tt cries out with Foſephy How 
ſhall I do this great wickedweſs, arid fin agtinſt God? 
'Andit cries qut with' E/2y too, Who-can dwell with 
everlaſting fire? In: a word; by the: domeftick 
; native- /ight of the candle of the-Lord ſet-up withia 


| our breeft, itſhews the uglineſs of in; and ſhews 


| Ei a affrightful diſmal 4/sze of thoſe. «»- 


unents of terror and endearment,-of love 


1 28 * andfear, of intereſt andduty, re«/ox aſſerts this 


ſcorn'd, 


— 
ſeorn'd, ; deeried; : t: ' Take eras, is 
mere \Py#imabſtrattiog-from = expectation; of * | 
nfm: or amt > rnd or take her a5 a-Proſelyte | 
ny erifchrtm oe 0p 6 es; 1 


powered ws folhiy thaw Joi 4g MILL, ct 1 
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: FLA No evore ng-a a company S.- 
Fd obey m6n here bue- will by : 
litrle- bloodleſs. Skirwiſhes-inſtruft chem .in the | 
manner of the-fg#r, +tc the. ready. mana- | -- 
-gery- of their Weepors; "and: of this-{ort: are, all ; 
: hoſe poluntary . ſelf- denials, and. lighter aufteq 7 
7 ties which Chriſtianity-commends-to-us,- which 
E., borate neceſfary/nor ſimply; for inthe T 
F  _ as infiruments towards a higher end... The-Mi- {- 
bieted by the he _ in oy porn ats © 
chieved' by the & Ccipiine. oft amps; 
enuring- their: Souldiers to-labour and hardſhip. 'S 
And, as-Tacitas tells us, when a-loug prare had 
flackned; the reins of diſciplines; that Five bu- | 
mour, which waswontto be ſpent-on the Enemy, 4 
recoild, and flew-in the faceof their Comman- Þ}- 
| ng:bur- wacinics andidiforders ; | 
1 ce will be the ſame in. our Chriftian "2 
. Warfare, if we abandon'our: ſelves to Eaſe and | 
Toe; never attempt to wraſtle with a + 4+ 
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2 F Jon ur keep/ que delves.in the poſture the: - 
1 Campratl oat MO EATEN 
| (RO. BOY in or entious ta 


> Adoniy, Ny omar haſt. 
4* done this? 'Tisnot to be expect ED 


& nn Re abad »: yr Or wy ts cw 
PF: tried packer a Meal, bow: will he encerraia the 
* £ pawelcame contrariety:of not. knowing-where to. 
- |- - ger one; He who has neveriabaced any thing; of 
 h- uumoſt. porip he could reach,,how- will he 

Fo brook the wen of neceſere3r ſhe his w. 
; | ceil'd with Cedar, wv ry 1 ng Fermilaone, be 


; ; eiog is'a Ces htithe fonf tin , c of. ; 
Fe and averſtor a7 T4 


No fwnate 
what 


202 = :  Miſchiefs ariſog Chap. I. 


be. ſubdued at: once, but. by-geatle: Ger Wy der. * 
grees;3 and cuſtom muſt havetntroduc'd-a ſecond 
naturey before that or « (ew t of our- temper 


will be ſupplanted. And?tis therefore highly rea- 
ſonablefo Mas toaſpire tothedominmon of 
himſelf, ok ep his sfei#;ons within his own power 


and: commend; and though he. have no intere## 
_  argllao che; greacer, enjoy a ſoveraignty-in-the 
teſſer World:: -Soin -to-that, 'tig'as reaſon- 


by that water to which his thir##s do mott-i 
invite him. Toy by-little chimes 
hand-skill he bas, before heruns the - : 
Fatal hazard ofa -battel;:'Todeny;himfſelf in the : 
leſler-inſtaaces, that ſo.when the greater come, | 

- they may nor have the diſadvantepe of Uncouth- 
.neſs-andperfeCt Strangeneſs toen anf their d;ffi- 
ay __ this muſt certainly be icknowledg'd | 
5-OP- Arq we e muſt coodemn err all * 


dry. rn xeworaſ St leintte | 
_andflow ſteps, and skipnotfromthe 4B Ctothe 
Adetaphyſicks;”. And certainly the skilbof Chriftien 
JSufering-is-not the eafieſt of all Trades or Scien- 


655- but: will: require: ſome time-'of- —— Þ 


_—_ repeared Erials and Effays to-bring us into . 


an 


le todiſcipline and tamethem by ſomevolunta- | 
ty «fs of reffraing, | likeaHannibat,. dtnaninics:e> 8 


& 


CY 


ta 4 
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Fre "akoan ciuns Go "Top 
"HSI wittvir : ToooarincaoNr ape: 
Hartge, and perſuadeour Will, that'ro loſe orr 
lives: #8'20; ſave thems; and-fo be fathful erh 
death; isthe: beſt way fog ain 4 crown of life. oo, | 
FF: 1 ſhould now: x0 every-orher-þ 
tepr of Cliriſt, and examine/it by his; wlevof Joke r 
diſcourſe, we ſhould infallibly find thetti {6 ratio- 
-nal as wenn Laviol Hs in me of 
Feaſor ; aving m e ejays me 


nes Inftances, I ſhall-preſurne 

paſs as.the repreſenratives of allthereſt': 
the Cequic theſe” have received at the Trial 
of R involve them aſks -- OS 


AND now: both and Reaſon 
have protiounc'd thE fame dry er Law, that 
Pilate" did. of his Perſon, that they find in theme no 


Fantt'ar all ; mmethinks Fadges ſhould: have: the 
ſame e that is allowed: to privare Mey, 
that tn ehe moatb/of hbs'oh word i» 

bliſh'd: But if any Manbe'ſ6 

6 ry many weomnny os 


aS'par 
= Iniis va, thirs vin hes 
hum pr oo 


Oe” be call'd: 1, © and - 

.+ which ing a"Judge {other MR Eate, 
© cannot'fedr it judic'd' againſt him ; 
'>ſothat he. 6 Hager co Fell nt robo Tn- 
: Fegrity: And.no'leſs may hedo of a this 
 Iagads moſt infuble of Ramae 


"Ing; far mor yr : fu ul » ſtrange ys in his j 9g 
than. "ie bel s.and oo exaQ 54 work 
7 T4pher. gy .t muſt be indeed ex- 
y, fome flight. and traaſfient 
ot ; pes experiens #Phyfician 
atient;-Or-4 . : thar: has 
&.. Experience-is the:devehter of 
adeup of many /acieſtoe trials, as 
«ts: Andtothe verdict 
Anglia Precepts.will not 


EE 
QMrges, char he will acer how became 108: 
Wing venus anc and 


* 4 


; 0.much 4 els f is equi em . 
0.mh a / S ; ſec: t0:that: ra- 
ce (roi a ene hes as 4 


45% bs : 
T % Us 4 bs 
| any 


5 may ok hi wang 
all this: Andif 


} toany whotias invr'd bis ccb to- Chrift's xoke, 


Wn rg,” 
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Afﬀfirs of common bfe- » Lethim doubt"wherher 
his 'mear be ſavoury,' and refwſe to bd 5 whether 
his c/oaths be warm, and fogo mated; w 
houſe be firm; and ye without doors : and when he 
has a whilechus ſmarted under his own diſcip 
let him but"apply” the w//Zow he has thus boug 
co the vreſeeſe in#ance, and it will nt veſtidncbty ly 
reſolve” his'/cruple 3 or ifihe be til} roo im 
ent to atrerid the ripen uf tits own/Eaperivice' 
ler tim makevuſe of orher-mens. * Ler him/appe: 


|  andask hitn whether it be galling and pinching; or 


whether it be not eaſie, na gratious. 'Let him 
ask wares" oo kt repeated mes hath ſubdued 
_ and tamed his natural rage or pride, how he _ 
the” change, and andoubredly ove will tell 
_ no-leſs happy" than a calm "is afrer' the he. noi 
danger of 2 violent tempe#, of the caſe of a 
| rote t' impp#hume after "the -gathering 
and filling 'of it. ' Let him ask one who has di- 
veſted himſelf of all his"/*»ſ#«/ fns," whether by 
their '«<ſente he now diſcern 'not their #eceſity, 
| andhe willtell them, *tis but the ſame the prims- ' 
4 ive Chri#inns had' of thoſe beeFs'i skins wherein 
1 theirper/ſceextors hadclad them;wholſe only uſe wis 
1 by deforming to fitthem for devouring. © Let him 
come. to the converted ManmoniZ#, and ask him, 


which he finds the better rs 'his own Coffer 
or 


—Chaps'5-/ 


w-che-poor: Vans wel Fre wiltheadie t9- 
#ffure-him. he is become. ench--richer by having 
 kffinfbore,; Lethimicometo the devout Afeetichy 
andaskhim whatrefte he finds in D 
fant bread,” Dan.:10, 3. and he will tel bim inft- 
aitely more than ever he did in Divefs delicious 
fare; Mppolayseut ſurfeited thefleſh”this imo: 
riſhes and noſap prov mhapiric won | 
OI only eferine fer” mw 4 'Y: 

ke, -and-he will exemplitiero him the-beari- -] 
- which-Chriſt has pronounCcd- of ſyehzbet | 
him nil a np in jen a 9 rite and yerre * 8 


van Tentpet of their fone, SB 
| —- ME ns -_ _ and 43 
eaterta ww bury with a-more' pleaſant pro. | 
. Jpeff ſevingt rat evo gs rt or . 
; w ; 
To - animate- our. endeavour _ | 
ww ? Taweperalaireiefeidom miſſesro doit, | 
The Trophies -of: Miltiedes ar Marathon difturb'd: | 
 Themiſtocles his fleeps, -till he had rais'd uaro him» 
ſelf and Coumrreymore.glorious ones at Salami ; ; 
Cefar while'i:he views: Alexander's Image, up- . 
' braids his own flackneſs with the memory of his on 
Sapyneſts, and. igſpirigs himſelf. to great at- } 
- He thatreturns with a r:c> fraizht from 
ferns -Laxd encourages others ro Trade thi- 
by Nay, eveh a beggar ſpeeds nor well at 
an ae agor, 'but heis able to ſend ſboles up- 


_” ON 


+  Chapi'ss from Carnal Confideration. 107 
1 onthe like hopes: Much: leſs does he that: has 
+ found a trea/are need to uſe his Oratory to-invite. 
partekers; and -why then: ſhould thoſe few thar 
have made-this more-precious 4d;/coverybe forc'd 
. towonopolize it, -as not beingable to draw in pert- 
ners?.. Yet God knows, thus it is; thoſe that-hear 
of-no rarity but they long for it, as Devid after 
the waters: of -Beth/chers, can! yet hear the ſame 
Devid cry. out, how ſweet the Lord is! and yet 
have--noi:curiolity to-:tafte it : Thoſe whom the 
very name'of: Liberty ſo captivates, that they ſa- 
crifice all that is-really valuable to that Chimers ; 
can hear the Apoſtle ſpeak of the glorious Liberty of 
the ſons of God, and yet like hardned Gaby-faves 
deſpiſe the Menz«mifion. Thoſe that hunt after 
pleaſures till the very purſuit: become an- unſup- 
portable pain, can be: told of thoſe rivers of plea- 
ſares wherewith God offers toquench theirthirſh, 
and yet inflia- on: thetnſelves the rich ents ror- 
coves array. infutuath expres -that while 
there is ſo much of viciousesvy in the world,there 
ſhould be nothing of wireeous exwlation? That 
' Mens heat: and vigour ſhould alt ſpend it ſelf ia 
* childiſh purſuits, -and leave-them thus cold and 
Aupid to 'their great and: /eriovs concernments? 
And-what remains'to hiay that ponders this Epzi- 
demick- folly, but to breath out- Moſes's With ; 
0 that men were wiſe ; or if that be too hopeleſs 2 


that their raſhneſs and error might-be confin'd ro 
; H 4 their 


eoathpies nl] rather 
Aauie-t0 ers en of 
cru ” = them, than /eeve 
them-as:Hand-writings to: «ppee/; 'or Witneſſes 
© yo wondemn' them: And hethatihallctius borrow 
' Other-Mens eaperience' with this defign\of copying 
Ira6t, and /lays:it:a5'2 foundation for his'own, 
thereby: s himſelf. of -one-of the :greateſt 
av: wy; il of 'the communion of Saints; kindles 
Ther 131 #1ill be.grows bright:and hot. 
his flewe with theirs, - and-.ſq- 
$4 *them borh'; ery Ex- 
| 'y,/ and. in one 
z't adiris.more > j0 
| x oye aig zche muſboor'thiok: (ak 


vie 
= 
. "y 


aid before )- i tle: ſuperficial 1attempr is 
| thar Experiencewhich h&is inqueſt of: : He that | 
Fenn en will beexpos'd:o.a very dan 


gerous 
deceit, for'tis ſhrethere: 15inallhabitsſuch a force, 
that they. are norto' þe. diſpoſſeſt/but by'a contra- 
Fo ralence; -andtherefore he that has been under } 
e powet of any vicious euFom, enters at firſt in- 
to a ſtare of Ph, bas ſuch a rough re 
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&5racher doi Wok dhe aſure: 
he ſhall-upon+rhis firſt Efſay* pronounce, he + 
like:to paſs a-very #njo# faxeeace Levi 
| ona whilerill he havegorſomegrovnd,” andhei 
 thoughthe Warafforded him: 
Victory will yield him-much,” 


 Sefear he giver tris-Adk nn | 
1 -umphb ——_— -and UN ICRIINS 
a may-e e 
pits. wack orhare ner die Br: <-> of 
Wien ring Is does of -his/ Dieaſores: too” 


of f#49 


ward the ih deighs of Chitan Views dy 
im to reproach t ane 

ever beard of it as flat and/imperfett : ſo infinite- 
ly will he find ir: exceed the- urmoſt- deſcription, 
that he will-ſay with rthe'Queen: of Shebs, the one 
-balf was not told him; This is therichprizewhich 
[they ſhall obtain:that +» the Racg/bur it is not 
ahkrded tothe fr #ip; and heneeitis ſo nan 
fail-of it, that when they find -che-uneaſine 
which attends the breaking off =" cuſtom; this is 
Aach a Gzazr, a ſonof Anat, as turns themy back 
diſcourag'd "tek the Cancer they went to view. 
But alas this diſcovers how'{mall a ſtock of Reſo- 
Jution they carried/out with them; for where 
Men ſer out with heerr and appetire, 'tis-nor fych 
little: difficalties! that: will diſmay them: "if it 'be 
bur-their Porrs they -are ingagd in, itſervesto 
won the ſenſe of many un —— nay often 
| | dangers, 
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af up aa that be-feels —_ ak xu = 
2 whi motion; 
| way; will rather leap 


onthe ina circle of ſuch woful Traffick ; and | 
ſhall virtzeand- pleaſure be thought not worth the : 


ſialleſt /abour,? - Can they keepthemſelves ina | 


—_= 


perpetual» contention with their.ea/e, their 
and their God; and can t t-endure 


C 
combate witha fioful cuffom?. which ifithave fome - 
wxcaſineſs, yet: tis both infinitely ſhort. of what } 
they have-ſuffered inthe contrary compliance, | 
ad beſides: carriesits remedy.in-its:hand:: For if | 


thei Difficulty ariſe only: (as: doubtleſs-it does ) 
fromthe.confirm'dneſs: of the Habit,-every,.A&Qt 


of refiſtancey as it weakens che Habit, ſo:it abates ; 
the- Difficulty.  It-is therefore a moſt unreaſon- 


able inference, ſrom the tronble: of the firlt oppoli- * 


.and-if he meet with a F | 
itwich begerd, , | 
cunbe din ade *Bur'risſure-in | 


ah [7 Theta porn not out exwich/ bs : 
nr + eter ir mere neg yes bue | 
L «DOK, into the Srews. Andſhall + 
en: or igable in their purſuits of infeli- © 
city, x ce one-forment with-another, and*drive - 


tion, | 


iT dappear.: | 
 ifMen would bot aſume ſuch:a:-, rate courage, 
' as bur: to keep rhe fieldy. and not torun away-upon | 
che firſt | amr they would ſoon find how im- 
ant ae om wa who can 


—_ ured phi own png nee eo 
Ry rouze our ſelves; put us:1n apoſtore 


| 4fence: And Saran, whois as cowardly-as an 
4 vr the world. but we, will, -as:$:1* "as | 
} | fures us; fre from ws... Let us\upbraid our ſelves 
1 withour ho Runhateg mw in 
our impieties it we' nave-'c tne /cene, 
1 grow-impatient-of thoſe ſerwile: eries, and 
 Þ t0LUs of theſe -bo adventures; Andts 
. Snimare,us the more, let. us-fix our ejes upon the 
s prize of the vi#fory 3-and that not! only 
| the fn and-eternat:in future Glory ;:but that 
| - intermediate which-offers' itſelf asit : carneſt of 
| Thet,-theicalm andpleaſure of = conquering-pie- 
ty.” The Royran ſtory tellsus, that the Flavis- 
niſts had fo poſſett" qhewr minds with:the foils: of 
Vienna, that 'they grew'inſenſible of all dengers 
| in'the-way. to-it, and:even-forc'dtheir General 
- Antoxiioto put themupon thoſe hazards which ifis 
| wiſer. conduct would tin have declin'd. _ _ 
ou 
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- "eiv:becau ourimpaticat-{trivings/ and: irre- 
2 gull: vanciagezneber it" the: RR 
43 View 15atter enit-is more tamely 
4: -born;-and tthe -rcy very different and un- 
4 © <qual;/ And this reaches :us:a-fhort way ro-thar 
ty We'now-: ſpeak of; torwir;t: Dhatwecom- 
ouriſclves to- ſuch a-ſubmilſs and malleable 
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Sayer aiceaiveen 
'vre'bur. rhe: narrow et new birth, | 


Eons 


w. in bim of vilfery — if he donor: 
inacherouy df himſelf. And 6 furely biaoky 


thelsconſiderations will nor: enliven, 
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| Chap: "= © from'C Carnal Confirares T5 
] eo bimfo much fpirit-as ro make a0 ances 
3 andengage' him to do that pagan 706i 
1 great @--COncerD, Which: mere cur 
Men daily co in-common affairs. --And- 
this cold and aubbinnokyp : he 
Man5 cotn- 


b SEES 

tion, and has: in hust 

- will ſurely haveſome'wermrb towards this fo. in- 

4 _viting an experiment :' and; when he has once 

7 madeit,-1doubt not," itwill'then jojo wh th the 

; begateckeE vos gk | pap | 

bation: of Chriffs 'Eavs, and: will-with: 

-} pronounce-ofthis Fpitienal wiſdom, © ney 

x. Fro of pleaſantnef, ani _—_ Jaw: oh 

© -- Proves. x9. 0 op vt 

"AND now i9.atull; hls: mabighads of 
y j Wat muſt break this threefold cord, -thar 


Boa £ SLY 
, . +” &/ 
nall-diſgonut the! joynt /exrence of all rhat-are 
, _ ” , © is IVES. YT; - ©... 


' Lepron*+ hive pubba-in pieces Fetter: 


a i Chains; and” though roo « many: .'Men 


[] | make it-their '02»-work; yet certainly /cis-only 
4 the: Devils 7 w_—_ -be-aſpires 120-rhe rule and 
'government -andito mvoms nothing" can 
+ be tnore: contributive, than theſe prejudices we 
_ take up againſt Clitiſt's condu@,. -* A':Sool like 
'a'Nationy:canoeither- bear two \Legiflators, "mor 
© 'be-wichour One : ' and' Sata» having” but” that 

bmpetitor, our quarrelliog with Chriſt's 
Lawsy"is virtually an-embracing-of his. ' When 
” 07 ammeatad that-rebellious meſſage ; Nolumus 


hnnc 


exurion te it-aake - ike wack w 


twedonot mad! 7, forts | 
ice, and glorious re: cw ares. | 


vs er gr te Ras he v 


FY - 
<—— 
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Jouſly contribute, take upevery one.of us his. dry 


ara" and ns; Fronarr to the Prophee, orirather 


Him who ſpake by that Prophet, to-breath:up: 
a them, ll at at aft _— be.cemented) and in{pi: 
ritediin ative 4aty, toſhew 
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'NOTHE R. fort of abi Con- 
nr tne there: are, by whom: thes: 

7 ab orce of Chriſtianity is: nole{50b! Bs 
ted: Teh Frog! are they that contrivenot how the 
may:moſt comply with i#, bat how-chey:may bel, 
bend it to comport with them, That rebate irs edge; 
or turn it'only againſt ſuch of their corruptions.as' 


rr have leaft kindneſs for. i; That weigh.the: 


s with ao other deſign, bur-that of taking: 
the Gebreft: 'Thoſe to' which their: conſticutions: 


D other circumſtances carry leaſt repugnance;- 


and come unto the Goſþe/ not as to a Lawz butto a: 
Market; cheapen what they beſt like, and leave 
the reft for other cuſtomers, | 

TH A T- thus itis-with many, and no other. 
proof than the variety vilible in the lives of ſeve- 
ral profeſſors.: | Oe. man behaves himſelf -o- 


E:3 _ tefth, 


| forth" the: Pr asfes of 
that God 'who hath call d. us out 'of a fro he 
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ys - 
deftly; and tells you his religion commands him 


- Gamatiry; yet atthe ſame time tranſgreſſes the as 
_ tri precept of. Juſtice, and will defraud him he 


bows to.: Oathe contrary azother is Juſt, but in» 
folene; and though his: Sentence do not bend, 
eds his Cieats ſhould... That man owns the 
purity of his religion.in viſfting the fatherlef and 
. wilowy, .yet diſclaims it again, by not keeping 
himſelf unſpotted of the world, This perſon is Ab- 
ſtemious, but Uncharitable, will drink no wize, 
but thirſts for b/ovd. He prays much, yet cur- 
ſes morez_ whileſt he is meek, but indevour. 


Now while'the Rule is one and the ſame, : how . 


ſhould-it come, that mens PraRtices ſhould:ſo 


vary, were it not for the unequal Application ?_ 
mpSarenrie, though there might be dif- | 
grees, yet lu 


40 the re not in the kizds-.of 


themſelves; there would be then no ſuch thingas; 
a chercrable Drunkard, a devour Opprellor; a chafte. 
Miſer; Monfers angpatend by chis. unnatural, 


commixture of [light with: darkneff; but picry: 


would be uniform and extenſive, and. bring into: 
captivity every thought unto the obediexce of Chriſt, 


2 Cor-.30.5. And till it be thus, Chriſtianity can; 


neverbe thought to have atchiev'd any part of its- | 


delign which was not aim'd againſtany one ſizgle. 


*cis.not. the lopping off one of the remate'men- 


bers, that will reader the remaining ones any, 
whit the leſs vital ; the having a part le(s to ani- b. 
FO! | mate, 


Miſchiefs arifng _ Chaps. | 


their Virtues, and as men. would not .differ- ſo | 
. from one/another, ſo neither would they: from. 


limb, but agaialt che whole body of fin. Alas! 


as mm. a WW mm a co wo. Cc © WL = 


wp: from Partial Obedience: 1 t9 
mate,” 'will rather ſerve to concenter the ſpirits, 
and make thern' more aQive in; the: reſt : as we 
ſee the proving of Trees riakes them more prolt- 
fick. And this effeCt is very obvious among men: 
he who has no general diſlike ro vice, if ke repu:- 
diate oze, 'tis commonly that He may cleave clo- 
ſer to 4no;her ; and what he defaulks from fome 
ary, infipid fin; is.but' to make up-a Benfumin's 
Meſs for ſome other more guſtful. If the Wan- 
ton be /obey, *is odds hethioks excef a Rival: to 
. his /u/f#; if the Proud Man beiberal, ris becauſe 
tovetonſueff is inglorious; ſuch unevennefles are 
caus'd not by an #nkindneffito an fin (unleſs poſ- 
ſibly that averfion which natural confticution rat- 
ſes in ſome } bat by a par#zaliryto one or more fa- 
 vourite-Vices, for whoſe better | accommodation, 
| and /ecarey re/2n, not only Virtue, butorher Vi- 
ces alſo muſt give place. ' © 

AN D' this *tis much to be fear'd will upon@ 
true account, be found to be"the /anm of many 
mens' piery,- formething they think they muſt pay 
to the i-5portunity of their' Religion; which up- 
braids them ſo loadly, that they are willing to 
ftop its mouth, but yet would do it with as much 
fruzatity, and good 'managery as may be, and ſo 
confider what *tis they. can beſt ſpare; what re- 
fuſe Sin which brings chent in little of ſatisfaQi- 
on, and is perhaps in cornperition with fore other - 
more agreeable : and hi they can be content ro 
devote to the flavghrer, fer it to receive all the 
impreſſions of the ſword of the ſpirit ; and ſouſit- 
' 852 buckler totheir darling hufts, to a 

We | i 2 ows 


, 220  Miſchiefs ariſing Chap.s. 
blows'which muſtelſe fall heavy uponthem-;.bur 

" alas {- this is not: toobey, 'butto del/ede ; toranſom 
a'greater Sin'with a eſs, and ro tranſcribe in this 
matter:the'Counſel of; Caiaphas : to /er one die for 
the people, that the wholt' nation periſh not. To make 


one forlorn guilt a Patriot to-the reſt, whiltt in - 


the Zempeſfiwhich' threatned a general ſbipwrack, 
the preciows wares are preſerv'd,; by throwing the 
leſs valuable 'over-board,” + :; +! ys 
- > A-N;D:truly that.isebmmonly the event ; men 
are-ſo _ and' triumphant: when: they have 
worlted a trivial inconſiderable fin, as if they had 


defeated- the whole army: + this poor deſpicable 


ſpoil is ſetup as their road muſt, they think, 
witneſs for them both to God and' man, 'that they 
are good: ſouldiers of Feſw Chrift : they can, like 
Saul, with'full confidence meet the Propher, and 
tell him they have fulfilled the commandment of the 
Lord, 2:Sam.t5. 13. though Agag and the beſt 
cattle, the reigning and fatteſt ſs be ſpar'd : and 


While they are thus ſecure, their fins will certain: | 


ly be ſfo-alſo; have no diſturbance or diſquiet 
om them, but lie at ' eaſe and reſt, feed like 
Canibals upon their own kind, be nouriſht by the 


carkaſſes of thoſe unlucky vices, an whom the 
exterminating lot -hapned to fall ; and by that 


means*grow to:a prodigious bulk and corpulen- 


cy. And upon theſe terms Stan himſelf will al-_ 


- Jow/us to wortifie ſome ſins,nay will himſelf caſt rhe 
firſt ffowe at them: and like a rooking gameſter, 


purpoſely loſe theſe perry fakes, that he may after-. 


wards ſweep the board. 


Chap.6: from Partial Obedience.  F'#2 

F O R. if men-ſhould give themſelves: up uni- 
_ verfallyto af forts of Til, if they ſhouldſetrhem- 
| ſelves ina *toral oppoſition: to. all the documents 
of their profeſſion, he would loſe one of: his -moſt 
_ engins; there. could row onre:. Jag 
a falſe deluſive hope; they :mighti poſhbly by ob- 
ſtinacy harden, or. by- diverſion gag onltiecies, 
but they could not bribe andcorruptit, make it 
fit down well pleas'd and: ſatisfied with it ſelf. 
For . when the threats againſt diſobedience ſhall 
- occur:tothe mind of 'one who has in all-inſtances 

diſobey'd, tis impoſſible +he ſhould find any. 
ſatve, any way of evading.the' Threats, they 
make ſo 'direQly at him; but he who canalledge 
for himſelf chat he obeys i» ſome things, confronts 
© that to all ObjeCtions, and- reſolves he'is not 
in the liſt of the diſobedient : One or two ſuch 
comfortable inſtances- areas mighty, as God 
promis'd' the [/rae/ites ſhould- be; Dear. 3 2. 30+ 
Ore able to chaſe a thouſand, andtwoto put ten thou- 
| ſand to flight ; all fears -and' miſgiviag: thoughts 
arediffifared and fled before rhem::- and-as once 
the French Kjng: in his: return tothe numerous 
ſwelling titles of the Spaniard, thought the bare 
repetition. of Fraxce, France, France, was a full 
ballance to them all; iſo when' whole files of great 
and ſcandalous Crimes preſent themſelves,'ore 
fengle virtue is thought a ſufficicat counterpoize. 
" He: whoſe: Conſcience jo yon him. with all 
' Profaneneſs; towards God, . and Infobriety: ta- 
wards himfclf : yet if hecan-butanſwergthathe is 
Juſt to his neighbour, he _ he: has quiz Wow; 
OY 1 Ty : þ - an 


« \ 


mn ap aſe Ops. |- 


and fears.nofarther reckonings : he who is im- | 


merſ in all the f/thineſ5, both. of fb and Spirir, 
has abandon'd his Mind to pride {1 "bis Bo! Ys; 
_ luſt ani intemperance; and {oſacrificed both 
e ro Devils; yetif he caſt but: ſome: grains of 
his eſtate upon; the Altar 3 devote any /mel pare 
of that-to God; for the uſes of Piety or. Charity ;. 
he concludes that {rcenſe. will fend yp a Cloud 
thick enough 'ta'obſcure che other from the eyes 
of: Divine p__ a9 carey ſweet a favour, 
as will perfume him-in-{pighe of all that noifom.. ' 
neſs: ſocxteading: old Toabir's words beyond his 


meaning, that «ms, though alone, delivereth from | 


death, andgleanſeth from all. ſin. He who is deep 
n ſacriledge and rebellion, that can daringly (wal- 
repeated deliberate perjaries ; yer if he can 
get bue the. demure: tenderneſs, to fear « ſudden 
asth; he is Chymiſt egough to extract a confidence | 
of that fear, and-preſumes that forme! Civi- | 
ao:.God's name, ſhall expiate all the rea/ Vio- 


lay 


lations and Contempts of him : and while mgn 
make {ych uſe of their ves peace-meal: obed. 


ence, can never be the DeviPs imtereſtto difturh 
them ## 5t,: £0 awake them out * cheir; pleaſant 
dream, .or tocxatt of them to depoſite thoſe poor | 
polgnihcant rewairs of their Chriſtianity, which 
ſerveonly xo make thep more Sopize, not more 


NAY, indeed his affairs are-{o ſtated, that to 
ſomehe can qnd does, and without danger, allow 
a yet far greeter judulgence; he can permic them 

39 bid much fairer than this for Heaven, and 
Yds | yet . 
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yet knows the purchace is far from beiog made ; 
he can-ſee: them caſhier aot ſome one ſingle fon, 
but whole:troops together, and yet not--fear-the 
ſinking of his Cauſe: He can truſt them fo: far, 
that as the young man in the Goſpel, 'they may'be 
pronounc'd, Not far from the Kingdom of God < 
yet as long asthere is but oe unmortified- Luſt, 
that can ſend them away ſad from Chriſt, his: te- 
. nureis firm;enough. Herod may: hear: John Bap- 
tift gladly, nay 'do many things: upon it, yet ler 
him bur keep Herodias, and ſhe will-ſoon be able 
to fecure both her /e/f and Sztax againſt the dan- 
gerof that Competition. 'This is indeed his main 
advantage, 'that he can hold faſt-by.the-/avalet 
'thred ; and whereas to our bliſs a eonfpication 
and union of all Virtues is required;; our.r7we 
can ſpring from any oze ſolitary 'Crime : wary 
rounas make that Ladder wherewith--we mutt 
ſcale Heaven : whereas oze ſtep ſerves toprecipt- 
tate us intothe- Abyſſe;: ſoſadly verifying the Poe- 
tical Axiom, Facilzis deſcenſus Averni, Ioſumm, 
while there js but- a»y oxe ſingle fin indulg'd to, 
that is:the Dewi/'s tedder; and it ſhould be 
 Imagia'dſolooſe, as to give men ſcope: to:rangs 
over al other ſorts of Vurtues,: to taſte the ſweet, 
and feed liberally on them ; yer ſtill the beaff'is in 
the power of him: who has fix'd the linenotonly 
to be finally led away to laughter, but alſoto have 
the length ſbortned, and be either put out of the 
reach, or quite removed from the: wiew of thoſe 
pleaſant paſtures. W304 MN FD AGIs: 
F O R though the ſecurity rais'd by ſuch an un- 
| | ES: uniforny 


224  . "Miſchiefs ariſing Chap.s. 
uniform-peety. is in/many ſo-exaly. apportioned 
to Satan's imtereſft;; that: heithas: no.cauſe. to wiſh. 
 the.change-of his tenure. ;/ yet where thecircum-! 
ſtances are; ſuch, as: willmake it uſeful,; he can. 
- eaſily -tewilt 'his-thred into a Cable: When: he 
thinks one-Monarch Luſt too mild a regiment, -he: 
can:ſet'iup an-4tberian Tyranny, or which is yer- 
_ worſe; letiinthe. whole popslacy of Sin-upon the: 
Soul,-which--like-: the: /Afgyprian Logufts - ſhall, 
' overrun anddevour it, xot | {canals 6 thing on 

the groxud,; andthat this is in his power we have 
too muck reaſon to-.conclude. He is, we know, 
z:cunning-/aphifter, and if-he 'has abusd us ſo far 
as to:impolſe orc fin upon us, he may:thence very: 


regularly::deduce aveny more; as axe; falſe Pre- | | 


\mile:admitted;: may-be improved. idto- thouſands. 
of falſe 'Concluſions. -/ Indeed ſuppoſing. a man 
reſolutero:adhere to one fin, ihe: may with very. 
good: Loprck.perſwade- him to multitudes + of 


. others..: Fhere are. but! rwo Objections uſually. | 


tnade toany Temptation ; either the: offexce,. or 
the dapper; and theſe are uſually objeQtable to 
onefin as well as to another : fo that this dilemme 
readily:offers-1t ſelf: Either it is reaſonable to 
buy«a! pleafare/at: that. price, or it is-not-:-. If it 
' be;::then contrive that the erime be pleaſant, and ' 
tiat:brings its dipen/etion with it : If it be not, 
then why doſt thou live 1n-this one- fin in de- 
| tpight of both guile'and puniſhment? The /atrer 
part of the Dilemma *cis no. part of Satan's. buſi- 
neſs to preſs ; but the former he has too much ad: 
vantage of purſuiog ſucceſsfully ; if he — | 
7 8 | reſs 


_ dreſs apa rempration's. Took 1i:tiogly; chebuſi- 
neſs is done. + -So ridiculousa thingisanuger 
Piety,' thateven laughsit ſelf oursfeountenant 

and wants-only ptation”"to-becoine"»ifivin 

. ice.” How abſurdly'looksitz"eo ſe'uinan run 

away with Fofeph from theembraces of] his:Mp- 

ſtreſs, cad yet! ich full as great@ ſpeed accompa- 
ny Geh«25 inthe purſuit of a 65163; andthow! ob- 
ougis irro conclude that the fortneraſſauleiwas 

im sonly becauſe not a—_—_— _ | 

| right weapon; tharhe might havebeen 4+ bird; that 

 wouldnor be/woved 7 What a'wockery is'it fork 
man'tobe: - God, 'and rebellioar ag 4s | 

5 King Asio the reverſe, fora'mant0dbe rum 

"þ , anda rebel ro his GodP. "And who canbur: 
think, -thae had either'of the averted Crimes bee 

- cookr'x0 their Patars, ey might have chang'd 
Meſſes'? Indeed ?cig nor mgm 7 _- =—_ 
of diſcourſe; he thar embraces oze ſin{ſho 
another : if it be Jone'only upon phaney and hey ed 

as the repu/ſt vice'wilt have reafonrs "completnes 
great pereiality,' when as badavit felf is receiv'd 
and cheriſh'd ; -ſo'it points out a'way'to'at 
_ Canons profperouſly : 'let it ſhape ir ſe to the 

7008 ſure Sea”, who cah rrensform hins- 

'of tight, can'ſoon work that'eaſfie 

Aw kors er Brother get on the cloaths 
of the oc /an, transform" it ſelf | into 
che ſhape and-intereſt of the darling fin, and 
it need: not-doubrt of a free admiſſion; * But" all 

. this while ro pretend conſciente for ſuch an” 

_ is'of all other Pleas the moſt abſurd; 69 

way 


"Mi aifeg Chap.s; 


why (h CO Cn on na ore ery T 
felf:x0-another 2; 45 S. Feweri-argues concerniog; 
ze got, ſamay: wofor thee mo Hethar 
. Do-# -aawttery; laid alſo, Do not kilt;. 
*tisabulive mockery, the Souldicrs. Ave Rex, 

Iw tochis axrbrrity in the one, and refilt it in 
the other... +Thus.unbappy'is- the caſe of him who 
entertains one {inz:; hisenclofureis broken down, 
andhe's "Common for all : he is lefe deftirute of 


areply toan > wr and like a hoſbfel per-: 
je rn Hanger-'of yielding, becaulc he is 
rovagy mens andthis} doubtnot,many have 

found expucmecally true; ſome ſios have been: - 
committed not -{o.much. EE force of incli- 


cnet aitobacon 
Glence the 


Maa 7rd Nl ++" the we and 
think the rule of known enemies takes 
place, where. all: civilities ,are diſclaim'd,, and 
the; quarrel ;manag'd 'to the: moſt. advantage. | 
The reſolv'd- Adv/terer could perhaps withour 
much diffieuley be juſt; but-when. he conſiders - 
that that one. Helene of his will .certaioly make 
2-war, he thinks 'tis'an impertinent- aiceneſs to 
loſe a prize, w—_— his coverouſneſs while 
he reſolvesto retain his luſt, The am agmss 9 
druntard could perchance eaſily enough bechofte, 
wy when he. remembers that drandene _ 
CLHAES 


Chap,6. from Partial Obellie me, map. 
cludes him from the Kingdom of | Heaven : havitng 
- made thatfale of his eternal -inhericance;hethioks 
'*tis but good husbandry to pet as muchas he can 


for it : Soz#reacherows 4 i any oze Sir admit- 
ted, and lodge in the heart, it'deſpoils/it: of 'all 
its armour of defence, leaves itinothing' where- 
withto guard icſelf againſt any affailanc ; and be' 
it never ſo ſmall a one, *cis like thoſe /rrrle thieves, 
- which being purin at the window; fer thedoors 
open toall che-reſt,-- 0? op 3 nts” 
BUT perhaps this _— may be thought in 
ſome degree warded by the zaturat remper” and 
 conſticution of men, which aeceſſagily' renders 
" them unapt to contrediffory: vices, and foiwill ſe- 
cure them at leaſt from ſomany as are-diſagree- 
able to their Temper : butif this ſhould be-gran- 
ted, yet it confeſſedly: leaves them open to all 
others, and that were certainly bad enough: he 
that is aswicked, as his comp/exioncannotonlyen- 
cline but permit him to be, will not want muchof 
the utmoſt number of (ins: but whatever.we can 
ſuppoſe that to ſtrike off from the tale; yet in 
theſecond place, 'ris very much to be fear®d, that 
WE mY of the weight ; army: 
tot is «pperzte, perhaps wy all 
he be pes more :nxocent, becauſe there were 
ſome. neuſeated fins, which he had not Self-deaial 
enough to commit? God-abſdlves us in or> 
tion-to the reFirade- of our Wills, not the '»ice- 
x#e/s of our Complexions: he that wills to pur- 
ſue whatever he can find g«ſfful, how impiousſo-' 
ever; ſhall it be virr»e in him that ſome Sins are 
KH- 


Ways: 


—Myehiefe arifing - Chaps: 


fevotry and [UGwing to his. Palate? | If it 
f} ya d;th ere 4 grep ne things beby 
| 40, ether to _ or abate the 


_ +4720 
op the:third place, even ithele very aver- 
Fog no! infallible preſervative ; for if they 
apf © £0.be mare moderate and remiſs, than the .. 
ve-of..fome otherfin ; that predowinent incli- 
aatzon will ſubdue thoſe diſlikes, when ever irs: * 
erefh..is:to. be ſerv'd--by -thoſe otherwiſe not 
. commuſſions... There is nothing- more or- 
.thagnco. ſee one: appetite purſued to the 
on... of another... - A'..man perhaps: hates 
wakenneſ,: not.only as a, beſtial but ancaſic vice ; 
yet.if his ove ro Gain exceed his dz/ike to thar ; 
| vheo-that s requiſitero;make.vp the price of a 
gord-bargain, that averſion, mult itoop, and. give 
A. man.deſpiſes ſwearing as an inſfipid ins- 
frrainems fin.;-yet, if he ſet any great value upon 
being -in the mode,. and complying with the genrile 
Dialet, that will ſoon; debaſe :him to: what he ſo 
much; coatemn'd:;.,and truly-there is ſcarce any, 
other account. to be; given of:that.great..and foo- 
liſh fin,.-.But1nno other inſtance is this {6 noto- 
riovly;viſible;: as.in that of. daeling. -. need nor 
_ Gogleout:any.one: [mans particular inclination ; 
the nature; of, mankind:doth certainly avert both 
killing. and.-being kill'd.; yet when that--Phax- 
taſme,- that Chimers honour, has once poſleſt- the 
mind,. no reluQtance.of humanity. is able to make 
head againſt it; but it commands as. uncon-- 
x troul'dly, 


\ 
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crouPdly, as the Centmrion in the Goſpel, /«3510 
this man go- and he goes, to another. come: and be 
cames + nay as tyrannically as the 'great Cham 
of Tartary, who as an Eſlay-of his Soveraigaty 
commanas whole troops to 'ride down: preipices ; 
nay theſe Averſions are not only. thus-violently 
ſubdued by ſome foreign /#//, butare many.times 
deſtroy*d$even by force of that very mn Fon 
ciple which gave them birch ; for-we miſtake if 
- we think they are always vertuous, or ſo. much 
as innocently Hunded ; Vice isoften at civil wars 
with: ie ſelf; ' and 'the' vehement ©#npl/netiootc 
one, ingenders a diſplacency to another; but yet 
ſuch a 74ddte is this myſtery of Iniquity, that up 


READ 


the very ſame : baſs 18 built both the: abborrence 
and commiſſion of the ſame Sin: For example, 4 
Proud. Man as much hates: to /f«w#. and: fatter 
others, as he loves to be flatter'd himſelf; yerler 
his pride but once 'work;the other way, -and. 


him upon an ambirious projeF, then all the mean 
condeſcentions imaginable are-with eaſe digeſt- 
ed, 'he can crouch and'proſtrate, and as the P/af- 
miſt ſpeaks, fall down and humble himſelf; that by 
_ that deſcent he may rebound to:the height he 
aims at: but ftill pride is the common cauſe of 
theſe ſo diſtant effeQs. / In like manner the Rio. 
tous Prodigal deteſts . caverouſmeft, looks upon it 
as {0 Cndidand baſe, -thatihe brands even pre- 
dent frugality as approaching -top-near it; yet 
tet -him but once find the frives- to. grow dr 
which ſhould feed his /ax#r7.; when he feels bis 
Riot begins'to exhauſt and” prey upon; OG 
OTE T n 


75 Myehef: evijſoe Chip. 


then even that deſpiſed Coverosſneff ſhall be call'd 


into its aid; ro dig metal for the Furnace ro mefr, - 


atrd fo by a ſtrange Antiperiftaſis, prodigality ſhall 

beger wes roo 2604 Aft is 

Sin, thatit carries inits bowels the ſeed and priv- 
fe even of thoſe thatſeem the moſt Heterogene- 


agate, 'till his Soo/ become” 2 
with all forts of ld nnd naxion 


po bngrl 


. "THE FE- is but ome hope imaginable to inter- 
. pole, and that is thar God's grace ſhall prevent this 


uniformly fuppreſs «I fn,and therefore 
anifeſt chat »pera#79n of Grace is obſtructed, 


; y os «rr eration ;' bat where it has 
phete 47 one continues in force and vigour, *tis 
and ſuch'a man I ſhould deſire ſdberly to conſider 

_ whiataffurance he has; that he who has ſo evacu- 


another ? If i» fizhr of that grace be can be luſt- 
ful, why ſhall he not be as able to'reſiſt it /» fa- 


v6#r of Drunkennefs, Sacriledge, Rebellion, or ' | 


any othet” criti to which he ſhall at any time 
have appetice? -Can he imagine that God ſends 


forth” an irreſiſtible firength againſt ſome ſins, | | 


whilſt ja others he permits men a'power of repel- 
ling His Grace? That were to tranſcribe the Sri 


4x5 sbford phanſie, that he is « God of the hills and 


worof the valleys : No certainly,he who has his own 


unhappy 


prolifice is every 


as; and then how ſhall a man that has admirted _ 
but anyone ſuch ceething loft be ſecur'd char it 


jowledpe "that is ſufficient to do it, where it 


-F. 


ated'Got5prace inone inſtance, ſhall nor do ſoir 


, bn 


reluQating Conſciences ; 
 they-have once made the:breach, their fondo 
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24x; has fuchia. | can 
without. check: on licks Sindenets 


MY —_ _ 
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vu 


; Experience: to atteſt: —_ 
fruf A z the Divine ſuccqurs in one ps LC 6 


, has s Arg? himſelf from thac 
TT w] hich makes be-firit defiance uncaſic,- 
and ſo runs on with:cafe and boldneſs 'to-future 
reſiſtance. Ic fares 'withmen.jio this violativa-of 
God's grace, as it does inthat- ofhi © 
firſt Sacriledge. is looks. on wieki ſome - horror, 
and-men are fain to deviſes: 
todelude their 


© -$ 
: 


ſity-ſoon-. retires ;, 00g. 


an 0M 


Hh 


fiercely,” that: pa ag. omndnd: = 
can-extpi it. . Bdt-admit/it were: 

Pagan. be ſecur'd of his own- compliance 
with, ſome: part of welirabyag ent TA 
of that grace ? Itbeing God's, taps acects 
our. power,: he may-ſurely do: whathe will-with* 
his own, .and-though his promiſe has madea ſours! 


entail of. it to all-thoſe, who hrmubh ſeek agd-dd: 


; | Re and cndlelly;renew ms - 4 


ligently uſe it: yet it nowhere engages thatirſhall 


be the. portion of any other; .much le(s thatit ſhall: 


S. _ 
we to... 


WO > 
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| Res. How theacan he, that 
t of it?” Tharhewho: 


ſhall ac once be: 
teifion? have allchoſe{piritual aids withdrawn, 
which ſhould either -affift-him to goog,: or forrifie+ | 
him. £h ainſt-##;- and lik-an <4 perſon! be! - 
o__ torhe outrage of all-rhat will AND, , 


e-peiſevered in-any one-ſin} 
y-OpP tetoiall; :and'there: y 
45:defiancerand: affront to F 


+ as che-moſt diſinal 1 
©; which yieldsnort - 
vo ate” Fire, and: , 
fore-d mo of: Hell, is found- 
nth = coon. carey of God: in'parti- * 


bing orejofts bim, ſure him- | 


d nor have Chriſt. rule entirely in his heart, ] 
out of his government and pro-| | 


mo A eds £4 XK cc. 
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"AN ÞD ow would.God chis might be Badly. \ 
ponder £d;-+that Men would: not betheir: own +24 
rens, antbentertain themſelves witht deceit- 

ful wilodies, which willendin howhings and gnaſs- 

ings of veeth ; they that would nor think their 
ving ſome-few vertues, -and. but ſore roar 
will ſerve coſatisfie the'delign,- or procure them. 
| therewards of rheir Chriſtiagity::-;for: if they. 
ntigue in this poſture, amb.not be tem-- 
pred to'gr ow worſe, they may certaialy concludey 

Fis boonuſeSeran- Fade dwyieed got: And can, 

they be proadi of that Virtue which:the; Devil 

himſelf willallow-them ?. Andchink-th | 
. goodenough when they are as-bad as'he:wiſhes: 
them? (Buteven in this _—_ .have no other. te- 

aurethan bis Will. - When he pleaſes: for his in; 
 rereſt, orieivator his ivertiſement and recreate | 

on;-:he:may; that 5 molt. £NOr+ 
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\ ] wemuſtowe tothe Dewil; while whican-be.ae” 

* better than hewill-letus?: $94: bas ef: <0 [1 Wb Tee? 
Y E'T-this is with Irper vete; Uk "J 
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"Miſebiefs ariſing Chaps. 


of every Man :that is 


Chriſtian; every indulg'd.fin gives Saten livery 


and ſeilin-of-hisheart, and-a power.t0. diſpoſe of | 
it as he pleaſes. I know-Men. 


+ 


guilt and. 


are. apt. to: flatter | 


ith other hopes, and thigk that thoſe . 
obedicnces they pa 
SiGaeul, all after contraQs made. ny 
;pur:them-4nto the.poſſeſſion. of Him © 


y- £0. God, ſhall:like a pre-in- 


wh to hind os Prong maey.. But: God 


luch « fraud, eyen tor 


will: 
wardsthe Devils ph ee keep ray work 
joy rharpleaſure or profit” wherewith he 


wn (God will py rotielear him of / + 
purchaſes |- : A 


ſed.” ; God. rrev:chay; ary Fy treaty, nor. _— + 

ze: fbunuctas toan interview. with his enemy I 
nthe liſts and recefſesof one. Heart..: Andi} 
: 1M ing amacoged;: they are buc 


— 
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is not, ſincerely uniformly. + : l. 
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combining with Sata zgainft-Godand,cheir -OWn 
Soxls « he' kriows well; that'while.he: holds: 
part; God will have-nane, atidfoche-w 
to him,” and then he may very -ſafely'be modetty 
anddemand bur moderately, ati byzhar ſhemicig 
deference and yielding; gainmorerban by all his 
moſt eager: L fu ry Man 
will diſown' the having chis ridiculous: :delign-of 
compounding-the' firife between Heaven and 
Felt; -bur certainly it isthie qr Hrs 
of ſuch partial -obediences ; wheritwo Lic; ans 
contertd for ſymething which 1 have-it my 


_ ng; 'if T'divide itbetween them, isit not obvious 
to conclude T deſire to: compoſe the” diſpute-and 


latisfie- both patties, 'and isnor thistheivery cafe 
here? *Tis true indeed, it cattiesa very abſurd 
found; 'but then how moreablurdi tsitfor Men to 
aQ-ar focha rate; 'that- when tis epreſented-to 
thenr ici the trueft colouts; themſelvesare- aſha- 
tried te wharthe rave done ? Andthis calls 
upori them to pur themſelves out of the taſh 


| ofther own diſch line; torecoverſuchan inno« 


may notbe ford with:David co 
mſelves; when that theiy erinney aps 

ighrdifguiſcof a Parable; - 

this indeed'is the only properuſcofall 

ons, che danger and-folly are av 

"ſpeculations; unleſsit bein 

ing that wherein -both are 


3 harp "Let menconfider themſelves; as enga- 
"6 x Wild projets whicheven:themſelves 


ort with feorn5'ns enſnar'd in that unhappy 


K 2 contract 


argain;: eftring$cews commehin, ; 


rpm ig his chark-aid- i 
Thar /ſo-he'may not prevendeoanys .th . I 
(way rodiſſeile him-of his-Eſt 7, 


| to rewha nat daneyies long rr 1 
'2 | _ of Iniquity; his title remains } 
| | -forceyithey are” Rill his ſerves his vaſe 


| Na EVEN the yedempriow of Chrif bas -no-effi 4 
14 cxcy! towards - -the® enfr of -ſuch:;'for } 
4 itiprochim an univerſal Jabilee; yet it: for- 
ces hberty upon remake yrs oem de goe. ; 
to the door-poſ poſt and - lf Ri a-manemifſinn, 


| wan prog yer. hefirftefla 7-of | 
wast0 redeemvus fromiour n-converſari 

|  where'that is [not idone} which: is4{d' ally : 

[F} fundamental-roall the reſtyi*cis' rleoiaoreraynd) 

d pal part:of char GG Anon ſhould: beJer! 


: chiev'd;.. 
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chiev'd; unlels we: willcanfound-cheorder of Ne- 
«ture, as; Welk as :Grageg:rand- make the: -conſequent 


, ns we. v9 Hot nibh 
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__ a9 _ therefore upon agy vain hopes 
one:onl er at pns ere. Aarng but, 
. | the; earneſt:gery he. has received from 
7 10 fling away his in, hat or. profi- 


' knowing tis the price. of. blaud, and that:not only 
Ins Sawwornr's, but his-ap=to0 3. and this immedi- 
thy | Jews: be: irreverſible. '\We 
a 1s le of Mort- 


| Fn xy ener God had nothing 
_. elſe goido in the whole tranſattion :(*rwas wholly 
[peg _— yet-tis he thatafſigns the time.of 
forfeiture: he he:alone:knows how-far we-mayigo 
ic{in;>before; we-opaſs the poſſibility ofa retreat ; 
$a wgr:ro will be provok'd beforehe ſuffer his 
hole diſpleaſure. ro.arjſe 3-/and-how-many repel- 
Nana, Grace, ichings of his Spirit 
Þ are, .to which hjs:delertions are apportion'd. 
Pharaoh's heart, wayihardned by God; after the 
| ty gt 7 > no ſecurity; but ours 
- May: be; +:yet:if that ſhould: be:taken as the, 
ſtandin lure; how: dreadful.an abode would 
: Make/t.magye of us-?;W.ho-is there that has 
uled any png 6r/oved; fin, that. has-not much 
pg the «As 0f-it, every one of which 
; ance. and a. -contumacy: againſt God? 
C. - Whois therechar. has not done it againſt lomany 
preſs Sarningsand: Jour calls of God ia his own 


= Conſcte 


table {deyer,-with- thes greateſt; Abborrence, as - 


"IFCL nj iſhogtins che Geſpet: Co-? ” 
am, [lbeeverthe longer allowed? | 
| be 9g Grace." All the: difference iti _ 


i oy ther onthe orher "ſide; che conternpes : 
an ons uil ae Wu. 
_ 6 « — 7 w repeifs with | , 
EIS 210, a or ED toanue-! | 
ET D IT 


Handy. nd bone becauſe heyarcnor utcer-! 
ly "defperats;”bur lay: cheir- Nees '6perr-to be #1 
ſtampr'qnd'itnpreſt by grace, before they'; 
utterly nas timely" confider' agg ; he 
elign 


x 
a4 


a - "ie -- _ oo 
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| 4 len them ro-repentante. \ detract 
7 F 5 R "though their Souls Ae not es wholly 
1-1 _— yet won wo my in WE —_ 
.  .. that unhappy may- be-wroug 
4 or if itſhould-not beſo: fudden vec *tis:icertain 
every aQ+'of fin'makes / rradual approaches to-. 
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H 


:20-39.till lity.ars-/ 
they ſolicited: 


pan Fenn 
on 4 Aphcks1 1, 


| edarardo | 
no connec: demonſtrated :by 
been blowed fo. 
by allvon iricual. warchmen; thatithere re: 
| acahingſeaGonable, but to wonder wheoce - 
Ra Rs meg 


Exe x re ceottali — _ 
oy in Ie pr of: Divine: threats. Fheir | 
falſe confidences ſerve them as feather.heds,; not-ons | 
el tely 1n, but;t0..dead (all bubers. that. | 


'that luſt fariated;%_ 


2 procraſtination | | 
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they Say 3 fowitor, ED © thanks 
at -S. Pau bn rp from + the. Galatians, 0 


. Gal 4-26; bucalas be has.no-reaſol to.reſent the 
ako igoe. Fis but. the ſame they offer ro-cheir 
areſt and maſt intiwate friend, that Avge/ £4ar- 


Si breaſts, .1 meap their. Gon IG 
that at any.cy@me whiſper the.-ſame admoniti 
diately. they,cry out as; Ahab to T 
found me,0 my.exemy? All arts are: us x £5 
vey.chemſelves-out-of its: reach, Buſineſs, 
Gf mpany,.or Drink, oriany thiog is-ſolicited 
t £o.come in..tq; their reſcue, that, in that.throng - 
| 2y FOAy eive.its purfuir, or at leaſt in_that 
lopder.goiledrown. its. voice.;..and is nor: this 10. 
look an. 5 avs Enemy, while they-ſhun.it 2s 
a Malefatter does the: Qficer? yet 1 appeal. to 
thebrrals of thoſe, who lean upon the broken: 
ofa late-Repentance, whether this be notthe - 
ms with, them :-let.them. tell. me whether they 
dare truſt, themſelves alonewith their Conſcience, 
bye it opportunity of ſpeaking freely to them, of | 
beforeahem the madadventure they make 
their precious Souls; which, they do not only 
'  - expole 


ir -exemy for telling them the rg I 


w which. Gad and Nature: bas placed within E 
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whichthey can never hope tocifettrhar ſdacceL{ 
fary, ſo difficult a wor&; nay; may, Tear; ask 
ſome of them, -whether they have nor {6 often 
ſhunned cheſe-parleys, that their Conſziences like 
an ab«s'd friend, has at laſt given them over, ceaſt 


| to Purſue them with: more of thoſe unwelcome 
importuaities; .and by its filence-lefe them'ſe- 


cherous flkep into-which they"have lalled chem- 


| ſelves. To thoſe who-ate"thos givgn-up tothe 


pirit of flumber, T cannot hope*to fpeak loud 
enough to rouze them ; 'but 'torhoſe that/arebur 
ofthe former rank, that have not yet ſo proſper'd 


- Intheir unkind deſign againſt themſelves;as quite 


to have alienated' their boſom friend, thatare yee 
within the reach of thoſe amica verbirs;the firipes 
and reproofs of their own'Conſcieace; tofuch T 
would addreſs with this moſt affe&tionateperire- 
0s, that: they ' would not ſeek to' remove thetn- 
ſelves from'that who//ome diſcipline; that they 


would nor fly that Chirurgeon, whoſe Lancet threw 


tens none but the iv2poſthumated' parts ; but ra- 
ther chuſe 'to be ſhewed rhe" formidableneſs''of 
their Danger, than by a blind embracingit, £6 pe- 
riſhinit. Andifthey have butany general con- 


fus'd inclinations to this fo reaſonable a requeſt,” T 


ſhall then pur on moreſolemnity, aſſume tocome: 
aSan” Ezvoy from! thoſe dreaded” Conſciences of 
theirs, 


hs a ——_« 


0 


s.. 


lerchem butdare to do ſo more muar' pre | 
{Gafety, and can ſcarce think ic poſſible they * 0 
ſhould after retain that daring; ; which'only tends | 
to:their-ruine.--:In a word; :Jetmen dyand 4 
attentively.liften to that voice withia hotny and 
they will certainly-need no other medium, ro-con-/ | 
Vince: nope dyno cr of thus || 1 


"24 F . 
- yin ewe rg a\partt2® 

Jen wap age yr theſe: deceits,: they will exc. 

Sake deteQed by this-one ;gevere/ Rule, that | 

harſoever falls of apreſent, - univerſal, per- : 


manent Changeyfalls as much ſhort of Repentanie. S 
Altthe pretences::that are»made upon any-other - 
ne are = ob! worromgy ing ere Ferns 5 
upon t ofthe 2ovager, whichthougly | 

FA they [mmighfdelude 3\blind-1/acc;will never be abies 4 

| eive an al-ſecing God. Allrhar remains isco? 

_ offer t0-the Reader's:conſideration,: how'n 

be is:concern'd to puard: himſelf ap, againſt all del | 
Gons4n this ſo. important-an affair. It was an an-' þ _ 
_ cient Srretagem of War: to poiſon the Waters in” |} - 
«pBormics.Comp, that ſo they may drink:their” 4 
gn deaths: but-Satan has here far out-vied that” Þ 
licy.. Were: but-our: Nouriſhment infefted; ] 
- We: © hay Rill @ recourſe left ys to Medicine ; but" 
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Mee. 3 — 
whanewneamains for we wh y remedies 
heir dif ix eng try h was de- 


—tdltgin— we beſhcute; 
whenour _ ance ( "which the Apoltle, 2 7g 
2. 26: ſuppoles the Means of difintangling us). is 


_ ir ſelf become-aur Snare? This as ir mY pro- 


daims our danger, ſofuvely in allreaſonir 


awake our care, teach us noctoſuffer our ſelves 4 


be abugd with delulive appearances and ſhadows 
Tnd mere 
| vp pay Tonga. hat 9 | 8 de- . 


ich. vigorous Habit,. as: may: evidence ir ſelf in 


all vite/ Adtions, which will prove the beſt avi- 


inourtaſt trial; whereche-jaquiſirion will 


"nat t be: fomuch upon our Mouths. ws ans a5; Up*- 
ea our Hands : not. how manyworfeffo 


23 We have 
made, | 


| eoour Bf, 68% | 
«3f. we will nor/perrir ir hereto - 1 
Mes the o6eaiexce of Servants, it OY 
infiens ootereacer itfthe inheritance of Sons, | 
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. — Otel Miſtakes af''0 our i ſitves "or in 

* * -we have added others alſo concern/® 
"Me. wing < od, | which are no1efs deſtrudtivg 1 | 
of God & by on Savioar, Joh. v7. 21 Put at pis 
tamed fur of ul" "ar lexds-o wh, ty owl 
ore Ra bIEDFING Ls trar yorony 


this is RN ery -work'and baſis 'of all Rel | 
and therefore if this foundation be deveirfully laid vs | 
| the ſuperſtruF#vemaltneceſſarily fiokandy yon We! 
and' in this ſence tis" poſſible'"for us-at" 

buildon the Rock and'the' Sexd-too ; 24pe mine 
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ſince the A le-guves it a: asa Fundementel Axiom, 
* ms = heiwho — believe- 


87 wy and" it; BE impoſſible — 
a J Sort Opinionsto. lyrae, though: = 
WT os cyan nature *tis: very poſſible. 
both may.be-fa//e.. ?Tis nor my-pu towiade: 
: Ja. 'thoſe- bottowleſs: controverſies which: liks. 
a Gulph have ſwallowed up ſo.muchtime andin-- 


[es of: learned. men: I: ſhallonly in- geaeref 
commend 


ich ich Fr an : an Op poſition: DS, ; 
. ak, apy Ta 5 Command 
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eanthouring invitations pots ' 


nee himſelf withour: a_—_— - | 


© on” 
lr ts yok pea Toke nee as ods of oilr 
mature to aſpiretoan aMmilation with Np - = 
moſt laudable-and\ generous: atybirionfh 
by this means become our ſaare;\ for when < 
{hall be thus miſrepreſented/to us, Crave 
" uhe black -Liines,-not otily-of ſeverity; tbur deed py: 
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Tendred a Fallifier of his Word, hay Oath; ewill 
git 
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Chap.3: conterning Almighty God,&c, 16g 
give not only-temptation but warrant tothe like 
-PraRices :. we ſhall caſily ſwallow up all the par- 
Ticular commands of. God, in that fundamental 
one of being like him.;. as we are taught himſelf 
has done both his commands and promiſes in his 
hidden Dectees. This is.ſo.vatural a piece of Lo- 
gick, that *tis: very ualafe Men ſhould'be truſted 
with. thoſe premiſſes whence *cis deriv'd. And 
though weare not over-apt to tranſcribe that Co- 
py- God does really ſet us, yet this ſpurious; one 
will not miſs to be taken out * that pravity of our. 
nature which hinders in the one, exciting. and 
fpurring uson in the other. This is a way to re- 
concile. our  Vices with our reputation, and. ſin 
tum: Privilegio.; and. theres little doubt,of Meas 
aptneſs to uſe that, advantage ;. we ſee it in lower. 
inſtances. - The Yices of a Prince draw. ſholes of 
+ followers, when his vr:e Jeaves him the more 
1 eminent, becauſe ſingle, and renders him'rather, 
£1 revered than.imitared : And certainly/twas none. 
of the. Devil's {lighteſt fretegeors on the Geptz/e 
world, to give them /#ch Goas as might exempli- 
 fietothem all thoſe 6479w crimes,  whergin he de> 
_ fir'd to immerſe them. Whether this may, not be 
2 braxch of the ſame lllulion,' I wiſh the Propug- 
ners of this doftrine would ſeriquſly conſider. ,. : , 
MF AND as ſeveral i/{{ are hereby countenanc'd 
= 20d authoriz?d, ſo isall vir/vc in” general diſcou- 
| raged aid diſheartned.; this henums , us in our. 
Ehciſtian .conrle, ſubſtrafts that ſpirit and vi- 
1 gour, which ſhould carry us through the: weary; 
a ftages'of duty : indeed' it cucs: the, very frews of 
* M Induſtry 


4 


x66 Miſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes Chap,$ | 
Induſtry, baffles and makes ridiculous all :purpe- Ee: 
Jes of Labour ; for what ſhould invitea Man to | 
frive for that, from which.he knows he is either. 
irreverſibly precluded, or elſe ſo infallibly aſcer- 
tain'd of, that his negligence cannot defeat him? 
Thele are ſuch extremes as afford no middle, | 
whereinthe virtue of induſtry may exiſt, hope 
being equally out-dared by the deſperateneſs or 
unneceſſarineſs of an:undertaking :* and how -ne- 
ceſfaryhopeis to excite endeavour, we may learn 
of S. Paul, 1 Cor. 15. 5. where he preſſes his Ca.” Þ- 
rinthians to the conitancy of Chriſtian PraQtice 
npon this ground, that their /abour ſhall not bein 
vain in the Lord, | But according to ſome Mens | 
dofrine, *tis ſcarce poſſible for a Man to know | 
whether his labour. be ia vain or no ; fince the &<+ 
feQt of it depends not upon the revealed promiſe, 
but ſecret purpoſe of God ; and who knows whe: 
ther- there may not lie ſome Dormant Decrees 
againſt him, which when he thinks he has run his 
race, {hall yet defeat him of his Crows. Whether 
a reward thus ſtated will much animate mens dz. 
ligence, I may leaveevery Man to judge-by the 
like circumſtances in-their ſecular concerns ; and. 
if they find they would there damp their courage; 
diſpirit-and diſhearten them from attempting, 
there will be ſure more reaſon to. conclude it in 
theſe ſpiritual Aﬀairs, wherein our induſtry is 
commonly much leſs indefatigable. * —-. 
B U T I ſhallnot farther inſiſt on theill conſe- 
þ wn of particular miſtakes.; there is one far 
extal exror, which if it could be cured, would | 
{uperſede 
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| Chaps: comerning Almighty GodSee: Thy 
- ſuperſede all the reſt; 'I mean one:bold folly” an 


mediing with God's Decrees,which\we tall hidden, 


and yet ridiculoully-confute that Epithet 'by-pre- 


readingito know rhem.: -This'is::ſo mychanin- 


Aolence as forfeirs the compariſon; which: might 


belong to it as anerfror;; . weſee /crnlar iStarerjed- 
louſly reſervertheir/private Counſels.; and fhail-we 
think God: fo fcrutable, or our ſelves {b penerra- 
ting; that none of his ſecrets canvſcape:us?: Or 
if we'think him, - as indeed: he 1s; :4»fathoprabld; 
why do we thus madly'attempt wharxireconfels 
impoſſible ? "Eſpecially ſince'we'fhall'noronly lofe 
thething we fo vainly. purſuey' but others which 
we mighrelſe enjoy, *Tis asiFaManſhould bed 
tranſported witha'buſie earneſtnets. ag mp. 
his Prince's Secyers, | as quite iro forget his Laws, 
and incur capital puniſhment. ' God has givenus 
zales of -life, which upon the ſevereftipenalties he 


* requires us to: ſtudy and praftiſe;)and Wedivers 
_ from theſe; and-make-itiour: buſine(s to grace thay 


Counſels, Weare gazing at'theSrsto read out 
deſtiny, 'an$ look not ro ourfeer:3z2andby hae 
negligence experimentthe ' worſt fate they could 
have portended : for I think eager or wild 
ave in event: re« 

probated more rhan 'thoſe-Detrees,' upon-whicty 
they are ſo willing to charge' their-fuine, and 
have bid fair to-the damning of many, whonr 
thoſe left ſalvable. * And indeed *cis to be expeQt-. 
ed from Divine Juſtice, that ſuch bold Tnquiſirors - 
ſhould find nothing” but their own 'Deltruftions 
That Ark which devoutly reverenced+ brought 
M 2 bleſſings, 


4 ar dniuſtry canmor be work :thus 
toferethoine'P Plagmes, and Sed; much of i 
Wo ſte to. ſuch" uabappy.i-pi i cis,00 
WC g | LWEW. ore 27 fargriou | 
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y weredeſignd;andafleRediy:cholen for that 


= Which we have the-moſt immedinteconcern, the: 
F Errors 16:them. ate the more noxiougand deſtru-. 
Z Sys: DL 8his fors i is RE; narrow ſcanty notion 


3g by /, , 00 


as; For owed 


Attributes, which do re 
eps manners ;. nay; look as 36 


purpoſe ;:I mean, eſpegially thoſe concerning his . 
*7 2 Megcey,: Shichbang the - Attributes -it> 
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 Chap;8- concirning Almighty GooS&c.'.. * r6g9 
too manyihave of God's Jufticegwhichwe meaſure. 

. not by kim huc/ variſelves, and itherefore propor-: 
f tion it nof according}! to /his:2#finity,butour own 
| concerns} "That is-an;Attribute/ from which-we. 
promiſe to our ſelves noadvantage, and therefore: 
weare williog-to edntraQt and ſhrink'it up, makes! 
_ it ſerve only as a Cypher to'advaricepercy, but are 
| unwilling to underſtand it im its proper Extent; 


think it a word of form put in to:complete the. - 


greatneſs of God's Style;rather than any: intrinfick 
part'of hit nature, which hermuſt deay'himfſeltico. 
put-off; tuh <6 oY 2 $283 00% he 2 ms 


vibe 34 3 03 303” IODC E341 
3 T H US::do- we facriſegiouſly: fteal from God! 


a'partof his:betng; :and while: other'Sacriledges- 
invade--only his! patrimony, this:commits a'/rigt; 
upon this very zztzre ; [yet as if we mearnitthe Pro»: 
verb ſhould. indemnific; us, and. Exchange extin-: 


gviſh the Robbery,” we-:add: to:another- attribute | 


what we have defaulkr from this;-andamplific- 
and'extend his Meyfcy, as:much as weconfintand; 
limit-bis Juſtice ;. that is\the:one: infinite; Qcean,: 
whereigoot only we, -buit:himſelf muſt be ſwaks, 


_ lowed-vp.' + Wewilkthiokofhim yadernobrher: 


notion;- norallaw-him:tobe any.othet'thingy/but; 
| _ whatſhall bein ſubſerviency td thisdwewilt have 
 bim Powerful to>7c/ieve.cur Difrefſes; but: not! 

| t9irevengsonr (Crimes; Wiſe to Adder theimas: 
_ chinations df opr Enemies, -but nottorircuinwent 
our own-indiref; on tmpious PoliciesgriAll-ſte- 
ing to beheld our' Wikis and; Griefs;/butnot;$6i 
diſcern our; cloſer*Guilts 5 \Frue:to i:p6, ohis 
-  Promifes;: but nos\ his Threats: Jo fhory, we 
nod M P* % modal 
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Tio afegfron ties Chap 

det at PREG Darrin wilhsss -agd 
inſteadpfbelieving him what \he-is,” phancy him 
what we would have him. Like Michs, Fuaz.1 7.5. 
making #4 God for our: own; pecaliar uſe;* and 


forming the Deity we meanto worſhip. ſtrange” 


bold Inverſion; for: Creatures thus tafalhion-cheir: 
Greator, puttheirown ftampand ampreſs upon! 


kim, and fhape; him to their:Phancies;' *Andin-! | 


ded 'ris .norhing:but Phancythathas to dointhis: 


atrempr;: and accordingly ir-mult vaniſhi'as the: 
operataonr of chat itiufive Faculty uſe rodo, \'We:. 


may repreſent God to our ſelves as we pleaſe; 


_ Umrtharhisnomoteren) influence on him,] that a 


deforming: Dpritt-Glffi las ion the Objec#cir dif- 
guiſes Me 2 Git the fawecamidft: oor wie 
canctits of. him, and wiltaly/ays make pood: the 
ritleg by: which he: delivered: thirhfalfico: Moſes, 
: Exodigy2 45: Þaberbattf amr” Altthacis in him'is; 

juatly:ichmenſand-infinite;)his mercy need nor 
ibvadetiiscjuficetogainit elf x larger fieldiof 


over abb5:morko1c mither bis Jofice envroach 
updwetis mercy, that having;dlſo-a/Provincelwide' 
1gh:;/'atl-impenitentinners being within its 


malolpexront.ic 42 3s Fea); fave; By rrendyiog ogy 


vide:Avinibuces:are!not in fr3/c; bur perfe &iþaj- 
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0 whactis alveady(as tlie P/almift-fpeaks?)! | 


Vergey and/God- kngwphonidabety:ſoveriwe | 
ficairen! igoitbiour opbeion)\ivcrdoijodeet] too! 
ſelvesrheproper vbjets ob tie! 1'ÞniMhort;' "Gol - | 


wi @'themchor of order and peareyneannor be | 
ſuppogdtaibein confuſion within hivmſelfy the di- 
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1.. Chap;s. concerning Almighty God,&0... 71 
than Gigantick-war, not only againſt Heaven,: but 
| init... Theſeveral Luminaries purſue the regular; 
 motions;of the Spheres ; bur weconfoandat once 
- the Laws of their Creation, and their 4uthor too, 
ſtrive to eclipſe and darken the father :of | light, 
But if the removing of an earthly Land: mark be 
' a crime puniſhable both by God and Man, what 
Thunder-bolts belong to thoſe who thus attempt 
to ſet new Boundaries in -Heaven, to-limit-and 
meaſure out even the divine; Nature, : by the pro- 
portions of their own Phancies : and indeed fach 
temerity as this, is -too-like; to confute it. felf, 
and feel that Juſtice-it will not believe; yet-as 
great and daringa crimeas it. is, 'Ifear:there-aro 
few that can totally acquit themſelves of it-:-for 
though all diſavow ir, yet he thatſhalknarrowly 
ſearch his own heart, will ſcarce-find\ it: clear 
1 Ffromall degreesof it : We areall apt cocheriſh 
| @ flattering hope, that God is- not ſolevere as hes 
- repreſented, or that if in-reſpeQ of his-Juſtice 
he be a: conſuming power, yet that Mercy | will-bb 
ſure to ſnatch us out of the burning; like the An> 
gels to Lor, -aflift our Eſcapes,: and; provide: us 4 
Zoar,. that our. Souls may live: and .this:Hope 
though founded only in our wybes, is very apt to 
| flideinto our fazth, and make us believe what we 
would - have:: by which means this: becomes: .2 
kind of Epidemick Herelie, the molt frequent and 
common miſper{ſwaſion that occurs:concerning 
the divine Attributes. CEE NTIESY 
I T would be a work more.longthacaſefults 


] - recite the ſeveral ercors'that have. ſpryng'ſrom 


M4 : this 


37s  Miſebie}t ariſing from Miſtakes Chap.B.) 


— rhis 006 That'of Orizer, that/rhe- Devils ſboald 

Yung hey betas evap 
_unequatapprebenſion of -God?s. Juſtice and Met- 
cy: Ard befdesall otherancient, wehave many 


branches of a rt arts that ſpringifrom' the | 


_ fam@rootaſctofplauſible fallities, whichwwould 
quenchthenzyqrerchable Fire, and kill the never 


ſcriptions: ſome” of thisage have made of Hell, 
fome changing*the #24, 'others abaring the” #=- 


rexſencſs;or'vt Tealt the duration of thoſe Tor-' 
ments, each-ſubftralting fo much from this To-: 


phet; thatthoy. have lefe, Atheiſm an eaſic task to 
rake:away the reſt: and'may give ſaſpicion they 


meaiv.rovilirithat place; which they are'ſo indu- - 


ftrioustomakveafe.'- + 

BUF: whatever they do themſelves, is ſure 
ehis'is theway'toſend orhers-rhither,” ro take off 
theirs fears of it, to. makei'them think -it not ſo 
dreadfal a-placeas they' onceſuppos'd,” and 'con- 
{equendly:Jeſs careful 0:dectine the” ways: that 
Jead roi :*Tis-indeedtoo obvious that ſuch per-= 
fwyalivnsdo mightily impugn Chriſtian-PraQice; 
and;embolden men in-fin :- And God knows we 
need:no7ſuch- encouragement ; 'the more general 
Rllacious:ihopes' of Mercy being 'roo ſufficient 
for: chat: purpoſe: withour> theſe” fupernumerary 
geceirsz:bur derween the one-and the other, L:: 
bertiniſmiis like- to out-grow'all reſtraints, and 
theis HafriGod's' poodneff inſtead,of leading 
inentqrepentance, willilacken thoſe reins wheres 


wel HY 


» 
. 


no Worms ; 1'mean'thoſe allaying ſoftning'de- ' | 


£ with 
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wich" our brutiſh Nature ſhould be bridled! and: 
reſtrain'd,” and: we "ane ROY of: 
_ laſt and-paſfion, muſt ruwhead-lotg upon ruine;? 
4s the horſe roſbeth into'the! Battel. For'alas, we 
are not ſo 'gemerowe! as'to do well for . 'Virtnes- 


ſake, nay nor-ſo-providear-as *to'do' it for: Re-'. 


ward-;- *tis-our fear that is the! moſt prevalent 'in- 


centive, and accordingly we-find Religion'genic- 


rally-makes her firſt impreſſions there.  Theyare 
the terrors 'of the 'Lord that: do! moſt uſually and' 
moſt effe&ually-perſwade ' men; 2 Cor. 5.7 x, 0ur 
Hearts muſt be pricked, and at thoſe: Orifices pie- 


ty enters: Now' when all theſe terrors ſhall be ſu-+ 


perſeded by the opinion ofanoverwhelming mer-' 
cy, when He//ſhall either be annihilated, or fup-- 
pogd ſo'ro-annihilate us, that 'weſhalllofe our- 
paſſiveneſs with our being, and be as uncapableof 
ſuffering, as'even” Heeves it felf can" make'vs, 
what will be left ro engage us to'w#rene, or deter: 


- us from vice? Alas; do'we nor often ſee a daring 


Luſt bid barte/toall the artillery of Heaven, meer 
Godin his loudeſt Thunder, 'and'venture'0n dam- 
#dtion in its dreadfulleft form? And can we think" 


it-witl-be more modeſt, when it ſhall be-told thar+ 


they are only edgeleſs weapons it' hath ro encoun- 
ter? "That God's Thunder amidſt all its noiſe car- 
ries'no-bo/r?” And that the Flames of thebottom- 
les/Pit;"are but a painted fire;- that at a diſtance 
may fright but norhurt us; orarleaſt ſo hurt'us; 
 tharwe ſhall notfeel it ? 'Whenthoſerubs which 

fear interpos'd' are thus removed, there 'is-no- 
thing to ſtay: the courſe -of headlang rior; but 
«J9** I | pre- 
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' ſuperadded; bur that isaburthen whicheven the 
divine C/eyency ſinks under, refuſes to plead ſuch 
a cauſe,\-and refers -it*to Fuftice' as its proper 


Court::'And therefore to in on,in hope of mercy, 


isto undermine our ſelves, and commit & folly as 


abſurd as ruinous; T wiſh T could fay 'twere not. . 


alſo as frequent 3' but God knows tis every where 
too apparent ; Men openly avow it, ſo that*ris 
become” the 'vulgar anfwgr ro every convicting 


Reproof, that God i merciful +- And ſurely they 
that obſervethe growth of Vice, fince our new de- 


ſcriptions of Hell came abroad, will have cauſe tq 
thiak the'one has' had'no ſmall influence 'on the 
other,' 'and that while ſome” haverade'it borrow 


the uneafineſs of our humane ſtateto-make vp its . 


torments'; they have taken careirſhould be juſt, 


and lend us back finsof a greater magnitude. This 
miſerable'traffick have theſe FaQors ſetled, *be-' 


tween the preſent world and the'infernal region, 


thar Hell ſhould haveEarrhs pains,and EarthHells 


wickedneff; the later alas we are too fully poſſeſt 


offwhich'is like to ſehd roo many ſouls to diſcover. 
thedeceit'of the other. In fine,” our groundleſs 


confidences of mercy, 'and thoſe other Chimer?s 
we'forge out of that, are certainly the moſt'fre-' 
quent-and dangerous underminers-of Chriftian' 
pratice theſe like the Sun give heat and vigour 
to:tholt inordinate Tuſts which juſt fear foes: 
gernceaouldasa winter's froſt'nip, and deſtroy : 
_ Andirifliwe lay by theſe eafie- ſlight chooghts of 
God, and confider him in thofemore awful attri- 
bites ' which exa@ our revereace; his mercy __ 

«10 : - on y 
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oaly;ſerve: to; ripen us-'for; his! judgment';: that 
ſmooth and geatle property 10 God, which to all 
who abuſe:it.got-is:1ndeedbthe oil of glednef, will 
thus peryerted-acquire the more: fatal quality of 
Oil, ſerve only, tozntend our flames, and temave 


3 


phancies have done from'the pradice, 


= 
» 


- EY 


Piety isobſtructed, andrhoſeare ſuch as concern 


God's providence,” about Which the world has long 


fince had manydiſputes; ſome-entirely denying 


it, as preſuming God ſo wholly taken up withebe 


contemplation'agdenjoyment: of his own'felici-; 
ty, that ;he: is-utterly:--inconfiderate of : that of- 


his creatures, and an unconcern'd feiZator of hu- 


mane affairs.;.;orhers limiting and reftrainiog it - 


co thoſe thin $- oaly . which themſelves..-were. 


pleas to think worthy of -the divine. inſpeRion. 
and condutt ::;Bur the EqupRions bavebeen more - 


bandied. among. Philoſophers; than Chriſtians; 'and, 
therefore-are beyood our preſent «enquiry. - Yet. 
giveme/leave by the way to expreſs my fears,that 


many. hearts ;:that; chere are.,maty who rather, 


formally/az,' than:cordially beliewe, that God go-, | 
vernsthe World, and diſpoſes. as well of humane. | 


as divine chings; + ſuſpicion that is-rendred/too. 
probable by-t 


* a 


| ſes, themſelyes- of ſecular advantages; for-did. _ | 


they ſeriouſly think, that-all;thoſe things are'in. 


God's hands,from whence they are neither ſtrong. 8 


gor .cunning engugh,, either to.wrelt: or- pilfer: 
LH | them, 
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'- A third ſort of-miſtakes there are by which | 


theſe errors have yet ſome ſecret-rootiog in,'tog.; 


oſe1ndire&arts Men uſe; to pol:; F 
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hem; %ivſtarce imaginable they ſhould attempr 
ſuch painful- impoſſbilities, ' di _ :themſelves 


 4n-vain,asthe P/a/miſtſpeaks,and which is wore, 
| «Forfeitall title tothem-as God's gifts, by thus afſu- 
ming to:make them their:own. 'Bur-this is a diſ- | 


-quifition I muſt- leave every Man-to make in: his 
own-heart; only let:me:{ay, thar. he: that has 


| there any doubt of God's univerſal or particular 


-providence, has alſo/in it the root of: all uachriſti- 
an Sins; of Diftruſt, Solicitude, and Fraud :: there 
being nothing that can efleQuallyſuperſede:our 


 own-carkings and contrivances for ourſelves, but 


theaffurancethat God cares:for us.': Men-being 


ſill apt-to: ſcramble, "where there) is none'from _ 


whom they expe&an orderly and ſufficient diſtri. 
bution, and therefore this error where-ever it is 


found, -may:- well be. reckon'd among' the impe- 


ders of Chriſtian duty. +. i 4 7 
 BU-T- beſides thaſe who thus doubt of Proviz 


dence,; there are others liable to. great: miſtakes; 


® -miean thoſe who. to theirjuft delefof God's Pro- 
vidence; ſuperadd a groundleſs confidence of their 
__ ownskill.in fathoming-41t ; thar<are-not content 


toknaw. it in-itsproded# and event, but: pretend 
to: diſcern. it in its; moſt ſecret-deſignments and 
purpoſes; and. do not ſo much reverſe God's 
 diſpenſations,as 72rerprert them;! I do nor here 
mean: to condemn. all. particular  appiicetions: of 
providential Events, which are {ometimes ſo ex- 
traordioary and remarkable, that they are their 
own'expoſitors, 'and point out the: conſtruction we 
are to'make ;; and an-humble: advercencs unto 

| x ſuch, 
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17s Iiſehehs eriſng frow Miſtakes Chapah. | 
fuch, is nor ' only-innocent but neceſſary-: but _ | 
when Men: ſhall attempt: to read: crery -linkidh SE 
' God's hand, 'to make'theiri.own\'inference; from 8 }- 
every cfiux of Providence;: theſe ;pretenders'to | 
divine Palmiſtry, ſeem: todiffer! only.thus much 
from | thoſe +who ' make a tradeoff: the wary- 
val, | that-they : cheat-rrhemſelves as + well-as 
\Y E-T. there want not ſome” who have: gone 
yet farther;'and think: not only-to »nderftand 
 Providence,iibut afiff-it: not only:trace it 1n all 
its/intricate windings; and concealed zutcndments, 
| buthelp:it in theexecution,>and:give birth to irs 
conceptions :' Qfttiis forteſpecially are thoſe, who 
having poſſeſt their brains with ſame conjeQtural- 
expotitions of obſcure prophecies, will admini- 
ſter:to providence, 'andcall out thoſeevents they - 
expeQ : andas if they were-conſcious that God ;| 
would not make pink their dreams; endeavout to ; 
do:itthemſelves. ' This age has afforded tooma>'Q 
ny inſtances of this, when the fulfilling: of Pro-' | 
phecies hasby ſome been made the folemn:furs |_|. 
mons to'rebelion and bloud:: and in order to:the | 
hating and deſtroying the whore, Rev. 19.1;'Men lf 
have been animated'to hare and deſtroy all'who 
were not infeted with their own Phrenzy. This 
we know-has been call'd the he/ping of the' Lord 
againſt the mighty, and ſomething more than vo- 
tive Curſes awarded tothofe who refus'd to affilt; 
Thus havethey firſt wildly miſtaken;and rhen-no® | | ao 
leſs wildly out-run God's deſigns : as if like*Baal; |. ba 
'Faag. 6. he were unable to'plead for himſelf, 'ro <<, 
Vin- 
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>} 
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Chayi$. | concerning Almighty GodSre. 179 
- viadicate/bis 'own .cauſe,. or effeQ his purpoſes 
without mr and having reſolved what he 
ſhall 90, obtrude themſelves. upon-bim- as his-in- 
ſtruments; how repuguant ſuch axticipetions of - 
Providence: are-to- the i»jerefs of Chriſtianity is 
too apparent from the many deteſt able effetts they 
BUT ſetting aſide: theſe, | let us retura: to 
thoſe we:ſpake of before ; who-preſumiog toex- 
ad providential Events, make them the Crs 
rerios by which-to judge both, of perſons and of 
ravuſes, concluding the one-loved or: hated; the 
other-approved or-diſallowed by:God,: according 
to their | proftroms:.or: edverſe:Succels. , The-firſt 
of-theſe was by our'Saviour expladed,-as an .un- 


' due-way of. proceſs in the Fews; imthe caſe of the 
1 Galileaxs; and before him-So/omos had given-it 


asa Maxim, that no mar could know love or hatred 


1% by all that is before him, Ecel. 9. : Andat under 


the'-\Fenjb: economy, where: temporal Bleſſings 
made upd greata part of: therr-Promiles;:: it; was 


| | - ;;\:much more is it undet'the Goſpel, whoſe frame 


| © andoompolſurt is quite diftantz\\which inſtead of 
4 propong ſecular proſperitics'to its-proſe/yres, al 
| $them the contrary ; ſets up the Croſs as the 

| * Standard-under: which they-are to fight, and af- 
' - fordsno temporal Hopes;butwith an allaying pro- 
w/o gf Periecutions + and -afflictions ; +nay, the 


|. Apoſtle to the. Hebrews goes farther, makes them 
' | - Hovonly i#xcident but neceſſary to Chriſtians, the 


- badge and cognizance of Sonſhip, whilſt the no 
cbaſtening is the fatalleſt Sign, '« roken of beſt aray 
45 | | - and 


THe If ri ; ena. | 
and abdication, Heb;x 2:7,9 And coubrlebaks LY 
| Experience- of: "EFary Oriſtian afſerts :thei do- b 
_ vurfather's houſe,” ar uo ougnomtcan haves 7 
' riotand not cheowants;- \ſhal{-never-think of re \ | 
tutniog; wermubefamifh'd in ideration, | 
and our hwk3 alone will ſend us hometothe fat 1 
| nedCulf-And cat there/de-a-greareringulgenetia | 
God; 'than-thus romakeourThniquity-obrPuniſls | 
ment;*that:it may norbe-our \Ruine?:'To embits | 
ter thoſe ſenſualities whoſe luſciouſneſs ſetves ro - | 
ioroxicate' us; andto-clip-thoſe wings which he } _ 
ſees carry us from: him?” Stories! tell us that-the-} '._ 
Trojan W ives after rhe deftrutiiowof their: Coun . " 
-being | wearied with: their reſtleſs vagraot 1 $. ; 
f life's itated their Husbarids to # oferc/ement | 
ic buyying their Ships: Andche/ſame kind ftras | 
God hasuporas > he ſees that our-worldly, | 
acoeNont do rather 'ealarge than fill a yoof | 
po and car yr_ws on to: farther*purſuits;::and 
ng us ſtill more: from-him the: Center: of | 
ory OI us\to' endicfs:wandrings, . andithen # 
what can be kinder than to reſcue tus fromfuch | j ' 
condition, thar Curſe of Cain, iro 'be a; ps a 
axd « vagabond inthe'Earth :;to-deprive usiof ous + pc 
_ rreacherous proſperities, -and--firethoſe :Ships Y,/" 
wherein we are preparing hke-Jonah;'to flee front Þ  ; 
"the preſence of the Lord; fo by a bappy neceſſity 4 
forcing/us to fix our ſelves on kita. Acad this'is  W. 
the worſt, God deſigns us in evety adverſity: and } 4 
did we mean but as well to our ſelves; weſhould F 1 
OO of receiving the bappieſi EfeQs,” ever} ter 
thar - 


; 


| kmn: petitions for Mri 


| i ſaceeſes, andhink beis never ang 


, o. y For Chic Menorca to the divers ſtare xn 
| derwhich » If a man be ful and proffere 
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when he forbare to firik ;- UL 
that.in the Ancient Fathers,r 
ripes ; pher arc ſomany 
licits for the medicizal correttions, wh erein 
they. Are borb Gods. Kindneſs and their gue 
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| roger man at] eel him ade & 79g hall'be : 
vith che ſame i in dignation wherewich Cr&ſw- en- 
mu Solow, when he £ FRg bim queſtion that 


Wa ppineſs, «+ 


mY " Miſcbiefo "erifivg; from M; ſtakes _Chap.3 
happii neſs, _ he md ſhould have-ad- 
4,” Profperity-1s init an"emboldening * 
| So bes 'when backt 'by-chis-Opinion- of it, _ | 
wrolF rad all inſolence till; at laſt iteven recoil in 
4 * the fate of the-Donor,” and dart God by al? thoſe 
| riots, to which'it enables Men.” 
- ON'the other fide; 'rhis opinion Þrefents alefs | 
Ierr þ bit noe ls dengeraue Temptation-toithoſe. 
T  _inadveifiry; for/when'they ſhall Yook-on them- | 
1 felwe3 only 23s the 4nvilfor God's ſtrokes, __ 
f | will be:too apt to complete the parallel by anſwer- 
| Togit-in hardneffand inflexibility$/have-the a» 1 Lu 
irony vor, asthe Father ex{lsit, \which teverhs- 3 | 
rite the'blow-on kim thar gave it;;- Perſeverit 
wickedne $4810) nattirally che i0e of Deſperati 
at Fews take up'the one mer | 
vcountenance the orhir; pretend: Mapa 4 
void reformation "Thus wefindir, -E 3-1 
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er th tos; is Love only chal daring 
»r; diſo]ving Power, and unleſs 'we diſcerna Þ. 
muxcureof Hy God's -inflictions,”. they wills | -4q 
ver render.us walkable to his impreſſions.” Weſ | 
kifofather's hand androd, when an Executio- Þ 

ok we ſuffer rather. than bear. +S; ohn | ” 
els Cotte e hve God beeanſe he loved'm; 1-Jo 41 


a 


Chaps. : conter ning Almig hty God;&c. 133 


__ 29--wiſhrall men would: make good the Infe- 
; '3ence;3+but *ris ſure they are too apt to dovir- i 
the reverſe; and” will hate if they apprehedd 

- themſelves hated; aftatewhichar once exempli- 
fies; afid'anticipates the- worſt part of: Hel! to us; 


| ..yetwerycincident- to: thoſs who. interprerievery 


 irokeiof God's, as the effe& of enmity-agd utter 
7 averfiot.. This is to:do thar- to our ſelves which 
4 * the Devils fo deprecated from. Chriſt, to ronguewt 

. ka beſott'ont time, It being peculiar tothe venge- 


4. ance bfthe other. World ro-be merely:-ptinitive, 


F -. char. hkce-bGing-rarher: dcipline than teuzeancey 
Tf doligntd-tarrmiuct; not deiboy.'us- abrl-iadleed 


7} © beſides:thepain of ſegſe-which this Error-creates; 
7 :itdoes(toperfeR rhe Hell): give that-of-Zof al- 
"4 03: deprives'us of: one of the great Evangelical 
4 \f/icitiet;*thati of rejoyiing it Tribalatio#i, which 
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Szvivhr:rhought {o coofiderable,: as to inſert 
7 ngfthis: Beatitudes 1" -attd his Apoſtles fr6- 
F\. quently mention iecriumphantly-asclisgreatp/d 
+. 2» nm, prerogative.of's Chriſtian.-* For. i all 
3 + » adverſe ſucceſſes be a note-of God's «disfavour, 


4 there will be: no place for joy even in the! moſt-pj- 
£4 . ovus-ſufferittgs. S; Stephen's raviſhing- proſpe# 
[7 will be intercepted, and a Mortyr's death be #s 
$3 ancomfortable as a Melefa#or's,. Bur'if rhefs 
a] were the only ſufferings to which joy -were ati 
- | - next; there would be but too ſew concerti'din this 
CF} deptivation; thoſe whereja we are more univet- 


ly interefled, are thoſe Chaſtiſsments of God 


4 #hichourGuilts proyoke;; which though! in r& 


; | ſpeth of their 44u/e chey are Matters of rhe greats 


284 | Miſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes 4 
| Ut fadnels, yer in regard of their ſignz 


 thar deſign: 'our Chefertay here reſet $'us fre oy 


and 0 1 
Jen triurmursofa deſperate” incorngiblenels. +, | 
NNIEAEL is thus perniciout in © 2: 


Ur BS © > OUS Ae. > 4s LOI at te 
"_ : F A © 
"—_—_— b ied 


| 
| 
| 


| 
' | 
F 
Ti 
.S 
| 
| 


OCB 4 
MSr qJ 6d FY 
T 


Bites > TAK ren Afr A ES > YR. 


"5 ts tr, 
< : 


+ AR A Gr + 
*/ 


a [*—_ lu” þ —_—_—— Ps 4 - 4 ow 2 P , ; 


£#; they are Grounds'of comfort ; qe igaik j 
at God ( however diſpleagd )-yer  has-not aban- | 


| etna 1 us; thinks us worth his corre&#i- } 
\fFivn," and deſigns our- reducement + and-cheeffett = 


witl-Cifnor'ob ruQted by us) be-anfi 


the 5, and conſequently the on 
world, x Cor; $2.32." 'andthis is ſure wo ighe 
rive of rej yeing ; and weare' juſt ro 
NAelves, 'if we will rahanges it * forehe fi 


ANT as "_ 
rele on our” 


tves,” fo neither "is/irmore 3#- 
to others ; 5 for firſt; ifwe took | 
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reg ard-not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of 
AND as this is requir'd from ſingle: perfons;' 
ſoalfo from Societies 'and:Communities, \whicty 
as they are in their -pablick; capacities-themoſt! 
eminent {i ubje&s of Judgmentsor: Mercies, ſo are: 
they the -moaſt eminently. accountable for both. 
And though the Negle@ and Abuſe of God's.nie-+ 
thodsbe a very-provoking guilt: when *cis only: 
perſonal, yet is it much more'fo, when'it becomes 
#ational: Arnditherefore-as it is-every:man'scon-: 


| - cernfor his own/peculiar. to examine how he has 


| anſwered God's methodstowards him; ſois itam 
, enquiry-very pertinent inrelation- ro:the Publick 
_ alſo; eſpecially wherethe diſpenfations have beer 
remarkable and extraordinary; in which reſpe& 
the 1nquiſition-cannot appear more. neceſſary*for' 
any thani-this Nation; upon which conſidetation 
| hope the Reader will chink-ir:no'\unpardonable: 
| digrelſigg, _ oi curn a ieg={"920 
+1 T'is the afirmarion of our -bieſſed ' Savioar, 
that where 'much'i Nt, cher fiath much ve 
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that weall give our ſuffrage toit;bymakingirthe: 
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. wherein every man-looks for reruns proportion- 
able to-his expence'or Induſtry: The Husbandman 
expects &Cropanſiverable to his Seed and Lebour : 
and in the 'nobler c#{tures of the Mind, weJjuſtly 
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unleſ&for'their/ Number and/Eminency they had '] 
been ſufficieritzo have overwhelmed the contrary | . 
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ſelves everrinrelation Ty cauſeia which we fo 
much: confided, *cis to be fear'd; all Men: will not 

| be able-to-evince they ſuffer'd for God and the 
Kjng; though they: did it in their quarrel; tis the 
Intent;:mult . denominate whoſe. Martyrs they 
were; it: being too frequent for private. paſſions 

- andintereſts to march under the banner of cod- 

.. ſcience; and: we call; that. ſometimes taking up 

1] * the Croſ?s which is only the taking up an azinmo- 
4 - ftx-or hamonr, | Indeed 'tis not pbllible for any to 
1 - be God's Mzrtyr;whois not firſt his Servant ;.none 
23 ofus will ſuffer the. greateſt things for a perſon 
37 -. ' for whom we will not.do-the leaſt ; and 'tis ab- 
> +{urd Hypocrifie for « Mano pretend he. has left 
3  alfor God; who weſee cannot be wocedtoleave 
63 theimolt deſpicable /z/# for 'him, . He that will 
E3  notpartwith the noiſe of a loud Oath,. the plea- 
+3 .. lure: of. an intemperate Cp, the. applauſe of a 
4. profane Jef for : God;. will ſurely much leſs .cx- 
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8 ofthlioſe;: he can-with-no juſtice {et.it upon God's 
a3 account, unleſs he can produce ſuch..other atts 
a of obedicace,: as may. witneſs this tobe trueand 
169 genuine: And upon: this trial; I fear God's party 
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2 perhaps zh: King's dot much greater, if being not 
us pee probable that thoſe ſhould have any greac 
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this matter, the mutinous and infolent behaviour 
_ of many who profeſt loyalty, did too clearly 
evinceit : And as it is {aid of .Foab, that he 


turn'd after Adonijah, though he turn'dnot after \| 


Abſalom, 1 Kzngs 2.28. and ſome of ours had 
little private rebellions of their own, even while 

they oppos'd the more publick. 1'love not to 
pals cenſures on Mens thoughts, yet I doubt ſome 


would be too conſcious'to-confute me, if-I ſhould * } - 
ſay there wanted notthoſe, who owed their zea{» | _ 
to their Spleex, and did not ſo much love: thoſe; | 
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 bertines from: them, than all their rea/ crimes x 4 ; 
They perhaps ſo far miſtook them, as to ſuſpe& 4 


they might be in earneſt, when they profeſt to/* 
advance the power of Godlinefi, and at that: took 
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_ 'an Alerm, and ſuch Men (if ſuch there were |: 
contended not for the Liberty of their Connery, | 


but their Lofts; and could with no juſtice, 'ex- | 


Qt -cicher a reputation, or ſucceſs from: that | 


cauſe which they at once helpt to defame and-de- 


feat,” I am loth to go farther, and ſulpe& that*:] ' 
even ſome of the-devouter ſort were inſpir'd more. F 
by the Spirit of oppoſition than Pzety;; yet Tong : 


fels *tis hard to reſiſt that ſurmiſe, when cis * 
.confider'd that our Liturgie never had-its due ves 
aeration, but when the Direfory was ſer up.” 
againſt it. Indeed he that ſhall remember how. 
our private Oratories were then throng'd and: 
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crouded ;. and ſhall now compare it with our emt- 
pty Charches, will be tempted to think our devort- 
0a was of that ſort, which is excited by interditf; 
and deadned by :nvitations; a perverie kind of 
Zeal, kindled only by Antiperiſtaffs or colliſion ; 


' none of that pure flame which deſcends from Hea- 


ven. And then as our Saviowr in another caſe 
ſays, If the light that «in thee be darkneſs; how 


' great i that darkieſs * Matth. 6. If this fairer and 


more ſpecious part of us were thus reproveable 
how obnoxious were the other? Andit our'Ear- 
neſtneſ$ ina righteous cauſe, by its ſiniſter mo- 

tives or 'adherencies be unable to juſtifie it ſelf; 


_- how ſhall ir bear rhat heavier task we laid on it; 
.2nd plead for our other Guilts. . | 


. Oy z 


'T.HIS is the true, though not full accoun 
of oyr behaviour under God's diſcipline,” thus did 
ye fruRifie upon his pruning us ; brought forth 


_ Indeed nothing, but degemeroue frac, The Heo- 


aMpiety upon 4/945, | "yr 
. fireſs he flun'd yet more againſt the Lord, 2 Chron. 


Writ leaves it as a brand of moſt invererate 
piety upgn 4haz, that i» the time of his d- 


» .. 


. 22. and ſure we have too juſt ritle to the 


Zo Charater of infamy-; thoſe ſifferings 
which were ſent tachaſtiſe our ſins, ſerv'd. but 
. to encreaſe them), and likethe 1/7ae/ires in the 
- Brick. kil#s, they multiplied the more for their 
"Oppreſſion ; we debaucht even our  Executio- 


mers, 4nd made every new celamury ſupply us 


'1- with ſome.new vite. And now when God's rod: 


was thus deſpis'd, we were in all reaſon to ex- 


4 pet} he ſhould draw his ſword, revenge our re- 
We: | O 2 


| ſiſtance 


\ 


_ 


_ 
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ſiftance of his methods, by ſomewhat we could : 
nor. reſiſt, make our 'Plagnes as obſtinate as our 
fetves,and involve us in hopeleſs inevitableruine, 
Thi certain fearfa looking bu of Judgment, Heb. 
10.27. Was all we had left our ſelves, of all the 
rich patrimony we were once poſſeſt of ; and our 
preſent miſery ſeem'd impoſſible to expire any - 
way but by dying into greater. | ek 
'-BU T asgreat artificers are us'd to magnifie 
their Art,by chuſing the moſt unlikely materials; 
_ fodidit pleaſe Godin this total indiſpoſedneſs of 
'ours, when we were ſo unapt ſubjeQts to illu- . 
ſtrate his mercy, and as if he deſign'd this narie- 
nal deliverance ſhould ( in its proportion) be the _ 
Tranſcript of our more' «n#verſa/ Redemption, he 
viſited us not only in this. ſtate of mifery,” but en- 
.mity ; -when we had ſet our ſelves in defiance of. 
his jadewerts, he laid as it werean Ambuſh of 
©. mercy for us,and ſurpriz'd us with ſafety : byfuch 
wundiſcernable ways return'd the captivity of our 
_ + Sion, 'that we were indeed deliver'd: like them#hat } © 
dream, Pſal. 126. 1, gave ys a victory without a | 
" war; Without the intervention of garments rolled 
_ #n blond, Eſay 9.5. inveſted us in our Triumphant - 
robes, and 1n a word, made us inſenſiblytoglide'J 
into our long forgotten proſperity. ' be | 
_- AND now whocan imagine, but this mira- | 
_culous Mutation withoizt 'us, muſt alſo! work a. 
Changewithin us? Indeed they muſt have a very 
Il opinion of humane nature, 'that can think it 
poſſible it ſhould have perverſeneſs enough to re- ; 
Ift ſuch endearments ; ſuch kindly earns 1 
| 2 needs 


i | 
it 
: 
\ 1Þ 
? 
= 
s | 
z 


«. 
7 


'& < . > 4 


ane. as a. a. As. a. IN 


__— OP, OTE 


as 


By. 


1 ſhall not undertake to examine 


of, 


__ 

Oo 

M CN Ka _ 0... . 
oY 5,14 ak ; : 


Chap.8. - cocerning Almighty God,&c. '201 
needs be ſuppos'd to melt us; and if. before our 
Pride diſdain'd to be compeld, yet even that ſtub- 
bornneſt part of us cannot objeQ againſt the 'be- 
ing; courted into amendment, So that when God 
has thus yielded co our terms, lefc.us not ſo much 
asa'Punitilio in our way te Piety, 'tis but area- 
ſonable expeQation ; we ſhould embrace it with as: 
great an Earneſtneſs, as.it was formerly yejed#ed 
by. us. | ret 

of N.D would God wecould ſay we did ſo; 
but alas, we ſtill affe& prodigies, take a kind of 


wanton Joy in defeating God's deſigns,- and as if 


we aſpired ro vye Miracles with him, have made. 
our returns as-unparallel'd as his mercies ; ſo that 
the ſumm of our account is this. No Nation was 


- ever more {ignaliz'd by God's goodneff, or its own 


perverſeneſs, it being hard to determine in which 
of. thoſe reſpeQs it 15 moſt eminenr. That this is 


| iathe general perfeQly true, there are too many 
particularsready to teſtific, indeed a whole cloud 


of Witneſſes do concur to the proving the charge. ' 
ad, yet ſome of” 
the principal it will not be amiſs to take notice 


BEFORE weenquire into the #/e we bave 
made of God's Mercies, let us a little conſider 
what our /e»/e of them is; and ſureof all the ix- 
terrogatories we can put” to our ſelves, this ap- 
pears the eaſieſt, the moſt gentle: favaurable. Teſt, 


thateven our own partialities could ele& for us; 


it being fo natural to Meq in miſery to valuea re- 
ſcue, and celebrate their deliyerers, that the 
Q 3 | e0n- 


- 4 


even the Jews, who were none of the moſt mal: 


} ble people, yet deliverances* made 1mpreſſi-' 


ons'on them, "ſet them to their devout proceſions 
and ſolemn hymns in praiſe of God : nay, ſacha 
piece of native Relffion is this, that the Hen 
hens 'gxemplifie/it to us. The Pbiliftines when 
they hadtaken Sampſox, magnified their Dagon, 
Their country into their hands, Tudg. 16. 24. So 
' upon the victory over San, '1 Sam. 31.9; they 


ſent round about 10 publiſh it is the houſe of ther 


 Jaols: -And'in all ſtories we find, the Heathen 
Mltars were never fo loaden with Sasrifices, as 


upon ſuch occaſions ; 'And' the ' Goſpel tells us, 


| that'thoſe on :whom Chriſt beſtowed miraculous 
Tores, were ſo tranſported with them, that their 


gratitude ſupplanted their obedience, and made 


them notwithſtanding his prohibition, proclaim 
the wonders he had done for them : Burl fear if 


we refletupon our ſelves, weſhall notbe able to_ 


 qnatch any of theſe inſtances. *Tis true our late 
'thange was entertain'd with a Joy profiſe exiough, 


but riot enough. rel/igiow. 'We ſaw that. great- 
things were done for- us, and thereof we rejoy- | 


'ced'; but we did hot ſo much conſider that the 
"Lord had done them, P/al.i 14.and ſo were rather 
affected with the'rariry and profitablenef, than the 
.wercyand%indneſs oftheDiſpenſation : and though 
the care of ' our Governours have provided for the 
religious partallo, aſhgn'd daysof Purim for the 


AT. yet 
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contrary would+ be the only. wonder ; we fee 


s having delivered their enemy and the deſtroyer of. 
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perpetual commemoration ' of our deliverance,” 
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had we fetcht it from him, i» whoſe preſence i 
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yet our ſlight obſervance of them does roo-fully 
evince our Joy was merely ſecular; and ſurely he 
that obſerv'd the numerous and-loud acclamations 


. -jn-the ffreers, and the few faint Hallelujahs in the 


Temple, muſt needs ſay they were very diſpropor- 
xp and that how nach rat a of 
us rejoyc'd, it was not in the Lord: and then we 
are not to wonder that it was ſo tranſient; ſince 
it was merely earrhly, it muſt needs-partake of 
the fadingneſs of its original : Whereas had we 
deriv'd it higher, it would have been /aſting and 
durable ; it could not ſo ſuddenly have expir'd, 
fulnefi of joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures 
for evermore, But Oe Wren mas Sn fuch 
as exhauſted themſelves in their own noiſe, we 


expreſt our Joy in Boxfires, and it vapour'd away 


. in the-/moke; there. wanted that mixture of 


Piety which ſhould have fix'd that volatile Paſs, 
0z, and we who at firſt were much more glad 
than thankful, within a very ſhort time ceaſed to + 


be either. 


AND. then as violent Heats when once ex- 
pird, are ſucceeded by the extremeſt Cold: ſo 
has it fared with hs ; we fell from: our Ecftaftes 
not to the mean, but the contrary extreme ; our 
vaſt complaceacies at their parting, carried with 


. them even ordinary contentation, and left us 


not only joyleſs, but impatient. ' It was indeed 
matter of equal ſhame and wonder, to ſee a feene 
ſo ſuddenly chang'd, wherein as in many other 
iaſtances, we ſeem'd Y bave tranſ{crib'd the co- 
is V4 PY 
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' Þy of the mutinouk. T/raeltes,- whom we find in 
the very ſame Chapter, Exod.15. trivumphing and - 
repining ; and no-ſooner were the Timbrels our 
of their hands, but Complaints were in their 
mouths, verſ.' 24. What ſpall we drink? Andin the - | 
beginning of the next, with the ſame querulous 
1mportunity they require meat. But not to wrong - 
them, im the compariſon,their murmurs had ſome 
exrenuating circumſtarices which ours have not ; 
they looke- indeed with ſome appetite upon 
gypt, and*made ſome propoſals of Return, but 
it was while they fuffer'd the hardſhips of rhe 
wilderneſſ; they preferr'd a repleted ſlavery, be. 
fore a hungry freedom ;* but even they were not | 
fo'frantick'in their mutinies, as to make any ſuch: | 
offer ifi'Canaan, or have any Emulation tothe: . 
Ga#lick and Onions, amidlt the affluence of Milk | 
ahd"Hozty : No, 'tis we alone that have the un- - 
happy kill of reconciling the fins of Canaan, and 
the Wilderneſs ; murmur as much under our Vixes 
and Fip-trees, as at Rephidim, or Marah, and make 
11 the out-cries of want and flavery, whileſt we 
wallow in the utmoſt luxury of plenty and free- 
'Zom, T_ need not here ſpecifie the particulars of 
bur Myrmurings, this" diſcourſe being not like- 
ly to*rfind'many whoſe innocence will need thar 
informatibn; this malignant humor having ſpread 
fo, that tis now become almoſt a ſcandalous (be- 
cauſe 'a"firigular ) thing to be'contented. And. 
certainly a confideringForeigner,thit ſhould come 
among us, coildnot but be aftoniſh'd to ſee a Na- 
tion ſo full of alf thoſe things which ule to creare 
rode} 4 M6 "22" aan 


[OE NEO Ir ene Oo TITS 
# FE: 
, 


e| 
WF; 


| Chap. concerning Almighty God,&&c. 205 


remporal ſatisfaQions,- and yer-to find go body 


. in it ſatisfied; to ſee ſo many parties among us, 
and none proſperous.” This 1s ſych a riddle as 

ould rempt a Man to ſuſpe& his ſexſes,” and 
think we hadall this while but dreamt of a refto- 
ration : been under the deluſion the Propher de- 
ſcribes of the hungry and thirſty man, that at his 
wakinz finds he is empty, and his ſoul hath appetite, 
Eſay 29. 8. *Tis a (ad, but viſible truth, that all 
that God has done for us, hath been-ſo far from 
filling our deſires, that ir has only ſerv'd to en- 
large them : for I appeal to any of our loudeſt 
mutineers, whether if ſome years ſince the pre- 
ſeat ſtate of affairs had been repreſented to them, 
dreſt in the worſt circumſtances they now com- 
plain of, they would not then have thoughr ir 
extremely amiable, worth RachePs prize of ſeven 
years more hardſhip ; nay, whether they would 
not willingly have made fome abatemears, relin- 
quiſhr part of what they now enjoy, to have had 
the reſt ſecur'd ? And when God has granted us 
all we thex askt, ſhall we murmur becauſe we 
could ow perhaps ask ſomething more ; and like 
ingrate Debtors, pick a quarrel to evade pay- 
ment ? Was it not enough that he engaged his 
Omnipotence for us, but mult his Omniſcience al- 


ſo be preſt upon the. ſame ſervice ? and provide 


all- he could foreſee we. could wiſh? Alas, do 
we think we have the ſame hank upon God, that 
ſome Gallants have on their truſting Merchants, 
that upon peril of loſing all former ſcores, he 
mult fill'go on to ſupply us? Shall we think no. 
I | thing 


L R . 
ww" Ver er RY i EIT 
ISOs 0-4. CO I TEE 


4 WY 


formar to the things that are before: this indeed 
roo fully ſpeaks us the off- ſpring of our firſt Pa- 


raiſe, ifany onebe denied us; and ſtill look not 


1s,0bſerv'd of the greedier ſort of creatures, that 
they reliſh not one bit for the vehement expeQati- 


do not exjoy our Bleſſings ; and to require him to 
 fatisfie us, is to align him the Poers Hell, ſet him 
- 2 with Be/xs daughters to the task of filling a 
feve with water, or rolling Syſiphw*s ſtone ; our 
growing. appetites ſtill keeping us empty and 
reſtleſs amidſt all endeavours to make us other- 
wiſe ; ſo that whereas God uſes to commir his 
favoursto Men, as ſeed to the Earth, in expeCta- 
tion of an harveſt, ſome fruits of gratitude and 
obedience; they ſeem with us rather to be flung 
into a'Ge/ph, whoſe property is only to ſwalow, 
never to fruttifie, | 2 4 
I KNO W mens M:zas are fo poſſeſt. with 
their diſcontents, our daily mutinous blaſts have 
puft up and [welled our grievances to ſuch vaſt- 
neſs, that he muſt expe tobe very impatient- 
ly heard, that ſhall attempt to.repreſent them 
ina leſſer ſize; yet ſure *rwere not impoſlible 
even upon a dire view, to demonſtratethem. ve- 
. ry light and moderate : but upon a comparative, 
_ perlettly trivial and inconfiderable ; and bows 
IE. : * little 


rents; we can find no guſt in all the fruits of Pa- 


on what we have; but what we wazt; andas it 


on of another : So is it with us, we devour, but. 
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Lf thing fit for oblivion but our obligations? And | 
in-this-perverſe ſence _tranſctibe S. Paul, Phil, 3.. . 
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lictle trange; that we who bare'our /ate ſuffering 
eftare with ſo much Impatigence; ſhould nor have 
impreſſions enough left in our memory, to con- 
front to all our-preſent regrets.- -Do we not quiet- 


|, ]Iy now poſſeſsthe fruits of our own, or our Pro- 


enitors i»dsſtry, witheut danger of any Seque- 
Hahen, but what our -own | Luxuries infli&? 
Are not our Per/ons at freedom ; deliver'd from 
that kind word, and unkind thing, SE C U- 
RING? So that when we riſe in the Morning, 
we need not fear our next lodging ſhall be in the 
Gaol or dungeon ; nor when we ſit'dowa to our 
Meal, ſuſpe&t-the- intruſion of armd uninvited 
Gueſts, who ere whiles, we know, were wont'to 
ſurpriſe us, as the Plague did the [/raelires, ever 
while the meat was yet in ow mouths; are not our 
Lives under the cuſtody of known Laws, fo that 
no Man isin danger that will but keep himſelf 


within- thoſe Boundaries ; © nor need fear to be * 
, mockt into his grave by ſhews and Pageantries of 
; Juſtice? And beſides theſe real eſcapes from f- 


very, are we not reſcued from the molt imbirter- 
ing circumſtance of it, the having ſervants rule 
over 4 ? A thing which rendred our ſubjeRion as 
mean and ſervile, as it was ſharp and prefſling, 
and which we were then {0 ſcnfible of, that 
it never miſt to bring up the rear of our Com- 
plaints. Laſtly, if we refle& upon 'our higher 
ſpiritual concerns, are we not freed from thoſe 
boiſterous robuſt temptations, which with the vio- 
lence of Famine and Sword, Beggary and Dearth 
aſſaulted our conſtancy, and left no mean between 
VF Martyr- 
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Martyrdom and Apgtalis ? Are we not alſo re- 
ſtor'd toall thoſe ſpiritual advantages which we 


wp | 
once profelt {o.much .co value? That well of life 
now. lies, open before: us, after which we once 
panted like the Har after the weter-Prings ; our 
ancient worſbip is reviv'd, and wants:only our at-. 
tendance to: make it ſolemn; whereas the abom;- 
nation: of Deſolation ftood in the holy place, our 
prayers were turned to fin ; needed,but were de- 
nied the'Litergie to pray againſt them, or atone 
their guilts. We have no, longer foxes given us 
for bread, nor experiment that {ad riddle, of being 
at once cloyed, and ſtarved ; amidſt: exceſs of 
preaching ſuffering a Famine of theWord: And 
now are all theſe worth no regard? If they are 
nqt, why did we exclaim ſo loudly when we wan: 
ted them? If they are ; why are we ſtill as queru- 
Tousnow we have them ? ?Tis ſure, theſe include 
- all our great and ſubſtantial intereſts as Men, and + 
Chriſtians, and thoſe being provided for, *cis not __ 
ealily imaginable what others we ſhould have im- 
portant enough to make us querulous, unleſs it 
be thoſe of Paſſion and Wumour. One man's am- 
bition perhaps wants a ſatisfaQion, another man's 
avarice, a third's ſpleen; and this diſcord makes 
up the very unmulical Harmony of our ”»rmurs, 
If we ſee bur a Mordecai in the King's Gate 
whom we wiſh removed, we can like Haman find 
no guſt in any thing weenjoy. If weſee ſome, 
who we think have born leſs of the burden and 
heat of the day; rewarded equally or perhaps 
above our ſelves, weare {ure to make out the Pa- 
e's rable, 
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rable, by murmuring at the good. .Man of the 
' houſe : Or if -Nizeveh be ſpar'd;.if all be not exe- 
cuted to whom we' have denounc'd deſtruQiion, 
we like Jonah fit dowa ina fullen diſcontent, and 
grow weary of ourlives, becauſe others are per- 
mitted to enjoy theirs, To theſe and other heads 
of the like nature, *cis apparent- our grievences 
may be reduced; and then if the balance be: put 
into any diſpaſſionate hand, *cis ſure they can-ne- 


ver become a counterpoize-to the other real bene- 


fits we enjoy, -but will in the Propher's phraſe ap- 
_ pear /ighter than wanity and nothing. Es 

BUT. I ſuppoſe ſome will. ſay, *cis not only 
preſent uncaſlinefſes of which-they are impatienr, 
but the:poſſibility of furure, a fear. of relapſing 
into our former eſtate by the ill my of our 
preſent : To- theſe. I ſhall anſwer, that admit 
it were fo, yet ſure *twill be no wiſdom to aantici- 
pate our miſeries, to. foreſtall diſconrents, and 
- make foreſight as painful as aQtual ſuffering. In 
other forbidden inſtances we chuſe to enjoy the 
preſent; and with an Epicurean Indifferency cry, 


Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die, 1 Cor.15. 


ſagacious,unleſs it be that murmuring/is a Sen- 


; How is it that we here become ſo unlucki- 


. ſuality we account equivalent, nay ſuperior to all 
rational ſatisfattions ; and therefore that we may 
. have no intermiſſion of that delight, ſuborn our 
phanciesto find occaſions,” and fetch in from the 
future thoſe ſupplies which the prefenr' affords 
not : But beſides this, I ſhould in the ſecond 
place ask theſe great Divizers, why they do _ 
/ | allo 
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alſo foreſee, that; this very- wutinows temper of 
theirs is the moſt dire and-infallible means of 
bringing thoſe »#/thief they pretend: to fear ; 
that iris ſo, is moſt evident, and-ſo-well obſerv'd - 
by our Adver/eries, that thereis little doubt, they 
have not 'only pleaſure, but defigns upon it ;. an 

to that purpoſe have their Engines on work to . 
blow-up the hor Spirits among us, in expeQation 
from thence to raiſe a flame. So blind a thing is 
Paſſion, that it hurries on to the things which in. 
their iſſue we moſt abhor ; makes us our Enemies ' 


arudges, and the forgers of our own ſhackles ; and 
whitit we cry out of petty. Indulgencies, 'we'our - 


ſelves give them 1n the /v#mp, what we grudge 


+ 


q 


them in perzels; This is a miicrable infatuation; | 
and while we a& thus unreaſonably, we are fure- |. 


no'competenr- declaimers againſt il] managery. : 
But belidesthis natural effect of our murmurs, - 


we arealſo to remember that there is a Divine | 
vengeance attending it: when bounties and /argeſ= | 


| ſerare quarrell'd at, we neceſſitate God to.ano- 
ther method, nay indeed, not ovly his vengeance; - 


but even his k:ndzeſs ſeem to {ſuggeſt it; when }|} 
he ſees our conſtitutions ſuch, thar his gentle ap- '' } 


plications work contrary effeQs, *cis very appolite: | * 


for him totry whether the Anriperiſtaſis will ope- | | 
rate on theother (ide; if we {mart thus under /z- "'}. 


" nitives, *tis but fit to eſſay,” if corroſtves will eaſe . 
us.; and the only remaining experiment for the 
making us happy 15 to make us m/erable, | 


BU T ' would God we might yet prevent the 3 


need of ſuch unkindly expedzents, and by a ſober 
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eſtimate, 


- plaints, Whatthenare our clamorous Repinings,- 
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eſtimate, and thankful ſenſe of what we have, 
- provide to conſerve it : nor faſtidiouſly deſpiſe 
great andeminent 6/efſings, becauſe perhaps they 
come not home to every: part of our wiſbes. Alas, 
thoſe plenary ſatisfaQions agree not with the aa- 
tureof Earthly things:-*Tis an obſervation long 
\_ , fincerais'd from the Globular and -Triangular 
' form of the World andour Hearts, that *cis im- 
_ poſſible the one ſhould befilled with the other, 
there will ſtill be : ſome angles, ſome vacuities 
left ;. our very acceſſions create new warts; and 
| like an unſound-limb, the healing of oze Sore is 
the breaking out of anorher, np aning under 
|}. the Moon partakes of her vicifituades, augments 
4 and decreaſes only with this difference, thac 
though their wezes be to as low a degree as hers, 
they never are perfeAly at the full. 'There never 
.. was, nor never will be a State here completely 
happy : And as the Phrloſopher handſomely re- 
|  proacht the impatience ofthe Perſia» King for the 
4. - death.of his Wife, by undertaking to revive her, - 
. 4 if he could help him but to:the. names of rhree 
4 Men, that had never griev'd; to write upon her 
| Tomb; ſo ſurely we may make the like offer to 
| ©-our- 2ualecontents, 'and engage toredeem all their 
 - uneaſineſles, if chey can point us 'out (1 ſay noe 
4 three, but ). ox#e age wherein there were-no com- 


| butſo many loud izveives againſt God's decree ; 
4 a Deſiretoſubvert his fundamental Law, and con- / 
4 found the d;;»#ion he: has irreverſibly ſer be- 
43 tween our Earthly and our Heavenly Rate ? _ 
| | alas, ' 
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212 Miſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes: Chap:3: R 
alas, W hat mad ioſolence is this, to:expe- that * 
| the whole Ozconomy of the world muſt be change | 
only to humour'vs?| That God:muſt replant us a 
Paradiſe, pluck up every: one of the Briars and | 
Thorns which were our native curſe ? Nah,brin 
gown Feavento us, and enſtate us in uodiſturb'd 
- wnmix'd felicities?-'This is indeed fimply wan 
dered a very wild expeQaation, - but yet more Pe 
when'tis conſidered w | we. qualifie our ey 
forſucha priviledge : for let me ask, are weas Þ* 
eager to anticipate the holineff, as the happinefi of A F 
Heaven ? Do weas paſſionately defire-to do God's 
- Will,as that Godſhould do oars? Andemulate the [3 
Angelical obedience and purity,-as much as bliſs? ©] s 
Theſe are Interrogatories which need no.verbal ! 
Anſiver, our lives do too fully refolve them in the .7 
| Negative; and then how ſhameleſs a partiality is, 9 
it,; thus to carve to-our ſelves, and chuſe our of Þ:. 
either ftate what we beſt like, reſerve all the ſen: Ws: 
cities of this world, and yet cry out for the im- [7 
paſſibleneſs of the "next ; but alas, theſe. are pre- Þ 
renſions as inconliftent as they are bold,” our-2/6-, Þ 
ces having ſuch anative inſeparable adherency of Þ-:; 
pain and wexation, that *tis not the moſt dexte- {*)- 
rous managery of a ſin that'canever ſever theyF |: * 
but if we will retain the oze, we.mult the ocheral- © 
ſo: A Truth which might be exemplified to us Þ; /; 
throughout the whole Catalogue even of ſenfual 'Þ: 
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fins 3 but'it is'moſt eminently viſible im; this of | 
 murmuring, which ſtays: not as othersdo to rake * 
pain at the rebound,and b ws way of reſult ; but-has |; 


itas its firſt Element an as it La | * F 
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214. "Miſobiefe ariſing from Mi ſeukes Thap3. 


of it haxnow fown the'ſeeds, ''We ſee herewhar 
our thankfulnefsis, forthoſe emment\miraculous 
'ercies we have receiv'd; avd the accounrofrhue 
Tat unhappy 'Pecimen; avhabwearelike t6ofind, - 
bel "We ſurvey the. va | 
God Ktiows/ have been ſo unnacural and 
pervert, #5 tots r 00 fully parallel the former i . 


Rt FY af ws: refleft- port our piving 
what hasthie enjoynient of thoſeadvatt» © 


aj procubs4, -btr ee -comempt of them ? we * [ 


Have th caſic ſree-neceſs to God in Way 
our Chircherare ho longer Garrifonstekeep our 
the worſhip: ro _ 'they were: devored; but | 
Hke hb are\bpeh totheregllar 521 'S 
FF atiy if wor? «ANTS We babe thi 

, iow the flaming ſword is removed; weave | 
Joft I apper e'to the 
ER Everlaſting gates (as the P ſaliwift its 
Thein ) P/zl/21: 2nd as everlaſting] 
enterthemn © And though the ' 1 
God's providetice reſeued from'theis- duſt 'and _ 
Puines, yet many Wager ras torr el} 
ta eye: wotſ”defolation, "ſtrive to'Jepopulate | 
SN 36d execute apainft thein | 
| threar concerning” Nineveh, Aa: | 
be ret entpry, void und waſte,” And | 
indeed 'fothey ate, if notiin-an abſolute, 'yetins | 4 
comp {ence ; for cotild'we-at aby timedt } 
' Dbviht'Servidetnithe aneRtimniare of all the perſons | | 
ther-are ibſtnr; *cwould ſcarce be diſtern'd that * 
i##are there ; wete e alt corters.ranſackr; 'whara ! 
hg multitude * 
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| 7 rr gid not keep from Chiureh; 


; 2 vero fe rhe Communion of Chriſt's body, © 
f B8 Inake: themſelves menibers of an: Harlot : or: that 
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Jad es is 
ind _ pans ſhould <fod vpan- naar 
ifferingccount from that of Conſcience? Some 
wwe -ſce ſtretching {themfelves app br 3 
hall keeping a Sabbarh Eindebd, bb. oh ys rf, 


hot theirGoZ; others ptrhdps we may fin 
Foititheir Couches,” upon the: HHm-deny not. of 


* Religion but vnity zi ſonhe ew garthenc is tobe 


Ando; ſorm@exotick dreſs eflayed; and oo who 
rudge oze hour tothe Preacher's glaſs; can ſpond 

13 atitheir;'own';- where they are ſd taken tip 
with >bicie 1dblarries ito. themlelves,' thatithey 
think bf+.06 -othep*worſhip ; ay, as the: world . 
poes,: *rwere'. welt this wi eres; pre 
nd hein the interim,”:defile-thoſe leffer Tettiples 
0d. they. carry about them, andeut 'thety- 


erg were nor Betebis his Votarics. wheach 
buld'be God's; :fpend that time incheiriframn 


1 c fevels,and fing a Dithjrambick inflead of Te De- 


'Asfor the Dammorif, if he keep any holy 
ty is Jike the Iſraelites £0 his Gods 'of Gold, 

(92. 3T. Hes lodking with veneration on 
his Idoliz'd: cn > Hombyeig thoſe. bags he 
dates tot-uſe, or perhaps with a  moreaQive Zeal 


1 | Pucſuing the nd got of exereaſiog them. "Thus 
} ales, may we go fromoneto anortier,” and avit 


was i Ezetic/'s viſion, \fee:ftill greater abomi- 


_ Harions; Ezet. 8. Aad certainly that All-feeiag 


Aye, which difcetns'what multirtdes' do'thas 


1] Pa at:the cintes evertofhis:! 
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216 Miah arifng from Waker THaſ. 


| eft worſhip, -cannot but adjudge us moſt profane 1 


-defpiſers ofhis-mercy'in reſtoring it: Yer would 

-to God'twere-only.'the «;/zariupon whorti that 

, ſentence would fall; - but alas; the bebaviour. of 
g many in the Church does; too loudly teſtifis how - 
"lictle of devotion brings them chiche,and at how 


k 
bp : , : 
1 


_ 4mean a-rate-they-valae all chat is:done' there ** 
"Thoſe'Eyzer which 'therefhould: wait:on;:God;\ as © 


"thoſe: 4" Servant -on"the hands of his | Maſter, ; | 
"'P/al. 1 to;. 2; are rolling abour to-fetch in allthe | 


_ "vanities: and- temptations: which © cant occur 10'; 
them, and look every way, but towards Hiaver. * 


_ -Our Tongues which ſhould be touch'd with a Coal . | | 
ons the Altar, idevoted wholly to Hymas: and | 


ers, are: buſied 'in private. Calloquics with | 


tho abour: us: Buſineſs, ' News, nay,” all the']. 
impertinent chat: of our moſt : vacant hours;Is'4. . 
-then taken 'up to entertain vs ;{o . that' he; bo] 


would know the t2/k of rbe: Tin or 1 
*hood, need-go neither to ExcHaoge:nor' 


the Church willas certainly ſupply him SAS = - & 


'ilemployment of our: Tongues, engages/the like- 


- of our Ears,' which when they ſhould bechearken- | 


Mc £ De 
, A ; 


ing what the Lord God will-ſsy concervitg:.6s, | 


-are liſtening to thoſe vain di/conrſes,we holdiwith 
/ one another; from all which outward indecenciss | 
we may-t00; firely colle the inward irreverence” ! 
_-efourhheart.!: And is'it {8 pr that this ſhould | 
-now be the: Temper of ho/e;: who not long (inc. 
"ſrem'd'to bewail their excluſion from thoſe ſacred 
 Aﬀſeniblies? did we long for.them as David ſos the | 


wa ® 


-waters of Bethlehem, when _ appear*d unattamn- | 


able, | 


cel_ 8090 ct... mas _ Ie ww 
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'Chap:s. concerning Almighty Godfiee, aig 


_ to thepreſenitappearance it ray have many mare 


able, and when they are.brought to us, refuſe ta 
taſte them, -pour them out not as he did in- devo-, 
tion, but in contempt'?. *Tis true indeed, in ftem-: 
poral delights poſſeion. uſually proves a naulſeat- 
ing thing, and takes off our petite; bur.it uſes» 
notto be ſo in þiritaal, - whole peculiar property. 
it.is, not to ſatiate,: but excite by fruition ; But 
alas, though the:Things we converſe with are 
ſbdiritual, our Hearts are carnal, and that-is the 
cauſe why inſtead of crying out with the Pſa/mift, 
When ſball I come to. appear in the preſence. of God, 
P/al, 42: We, like thoſe in Malachy,- Chap. t- 
13. Snuff at his ſervice, and ſay; What .4 wearineP. 
4 it ? A wearineſs indeed it appears in the literal: 
ſence with many, who ſleep at it as men over-la- 


bour'd, and ſcarce-take ſo ſound repoſe ia their 


own houſes as in God's; indeed ſuch is the variety 


*_ of rude behaviour that is there us'd, that ſhould 
- an «#be/iever come into our Aſſemblies, he muſt 


ſurely-.( as- S, Pau! ſuppoſes in another caſe, 


1 '- I'Cor. 14+ 23.) ſay, we are mad; to ſee ſome. 


one ſome whiſpering, ſome laughing, others 


1 {kceping, and-perhbapsthe far fewer number pray- 
| ing, lis fucha wed/y, as the moſt brutiſh [dolaters 


never admitted in-their pg 33nd the way of 
watthis ing. Mercety, by throwing ſtones, Or 
Hereujes k curſing, is:3 ſaber and decent kind 
of ſervice. compar'd. with this,  And-nqw alas, 
when” Will the Church recover its ancient Title, 


2nd become the baſe of prayer 2' Tis ſure agcording 


proper haines; that being the leaſt parrof the bus 
oy —_ SY oe inck 


cp Fang from Mito » Chaps; 4 
fn gonrin it '*Tis true; there are ſome that: 
make ita Sext#pary,' but?*tis00ly againſt the 'pe-: 
naltics of the Lav, or reproaGh of #rranc Arhui{m ; 
| they come-to fave. their. money of thejr-credit; 
others perhaps fhun the folitarineſ of being: at 
; and ebine not 2s/ to. 4 place of Devarion, 
butiContonrfe; and 'tista'be'doubted,: ſome viſit 
Mat place ab they do many'others, hecauſe they 
Inive nothing'etfe ro- do: They wanctheir week- 
days diverſion, and fo are drjven thicher ypon; 
mere deſtituriori of 'more- grateſul entertains. 
{ner inake it 4 kind of Sunday pley- houſe," fie 
reas SpeQators or Judges, 'to ſe the s 
68 cenſbre the Preacher, but never femember that 
themſelves have any other. part to-a6t;; :6r are bes 
by Hin 'who will notalways be patient' of 
ſhch- -profanarion ;' ; but. willp*as-- the 'Soripture 
5, Repay them to their face, who thus contemiy 
ins bis. "We know' dmong-men, every*60ng 
eolints his Houſe his fortfeſs; and ar} Aﬀont! 
offered himebere, doubles the" Injury," and is nog 
only 4 conterkyh, but'sn; zvefſon: and ſhalitioot 
be a: -proportionable enhanſ{erment with God alſo, 
thus to defie 'hiav within" bis ys aoags;' and aps 
prodett his' preſence inan 4mpious bra 2008 
morefully ro fhew himyhowirrlewere 
At- this: pare while we'addveſF;our ſely 
a5/ilf andere Gueſts tbe fbrt Me des 
rogarecd by GBadus che Fewer were, Song LOR 
Mou odas toy Cokts Pr A: Fon wan 
Wotſhi reps frory formic. 7 
Pevetioi i: Whereic "or the : art 
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Chap: concerning Almighty GodgSre: 219 
webring Chrilt a Sreprer,only to /wice him. on. 
head with it.; and make. a preface, of homage, 19 
ive ourſelves the ſport of che mockery +. nay, tis 
ſadly tobe fear'd, that God.may. thruſt us. out. of 
bis Houſe, ſa»: bis Doors. againſt us, reſcue. big 
Service aod. himſelf from- our profagation, and 
put.us again under the ſame, ( or a! worls inter» 
dilt than that.) whictlately lay upon us. . ..- 
.H A V-LN-G. now ſeen our ſcandalous Irreyes 
rence towards Gad's. worſhip io gezexa/, *ris too 
ealie to.make. Application to- the ſeveral parts of 
it.; every one; of. which,mult neceſſarily partaks 
of the contempt. which. falls uponthe whole ; for 
while we bring-ao, thoughts but ſecular with us $ 
thoſe are equally diſagreeing-to all the . Divine 
offices :;*twill be needleſs therefore-to trace our 
wandrijngs in each of thoſe, ſince our whole be- 
heviosr;ig the Church is one great deviation from 
the buligeſs we ſhould come about : yet that ſu- 


int and: particular refle- 


- perſedes not 70 every, guilty perſon himſelf the 


pecelliry of .a more. di 


- Rion,, ?Tis ſure, at. the Jet dreadful dudir, wo 
muſt accognt for every.of thoſe ſpiritual .advan- 
tages.we have abuy'd;; and alas,, whata. di/wm/ 


reckaning Will many of us have then tO: give: UP, 
when, our arexert which we now. turn into--Sin, 
ſhall becura'd intoperdition? And we whe would 


not ſapplieate que Gogz ;{hall1n. vaja gavoke. the 


waanteins. aud, hills,: to:hide a6 from #hefare of the 
Lawh, a tat rel x ya Geodd feRidk 
my -deſpile, zthakgt muſt.be dreftvpin therco- 
loyrs of humane ual 0a kÞygat al : pe 
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of thoſe. 4 Faces WE wa Hy. be ldiges 3: for 


359 man hes divas other copcecvs eſdes i | 


<0 


-ſo.he may beiojur'd in allthoſss and tr | 
ty.cthe iniquity: of cheſs days, ſeems. fully come . 
-Meniurate; 0 all rhe ſuffer: capacities of -mag- - 
[4 39a we prigh one: 00g end eihars Congernsjs , 


| - differing. balances, and. offer choſe. . 
| Sichanex0y 7ogres high gre can chang, 
ence How: nicely; ous is every One. "= 
us of. his, ov Repure, and pat ou 4 mabeiouily 
Prodigal of other mens} fo.that | 
7 wi onegf our main: & 5 cbs of nny 
niſhes, entertainment 40 all companies; the pre-. 
ſent owe their. Divertiſemieot. to ithe abfert, And 
many. would be drein'd quite dry, +wore-jx not;for - 
| reſerve, which like an: unexhauſtibls ſpring; | 
ill ſupplies freſhimatter of: ralk..,. In like: map- 


tionof our. own s, and yet. how . barbaroully | 


| Feopligente are we of others, to whom we dothe | 
oreateſ} 


ay 


er oneatally dares avere.opy hurt or mutila- | 
% | 


ve © 4 
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Chap:8:” concerning Almighty God,&ie, =. ag 
preaceſt out-rages, rather than uſe any-violence 
to our paſſion, or reſtrain an angry Humour; on- 
ly I confeſs there is one Inſtance, wherein though 
weare #njnſt, we are not ſopartial ; but expoſe 
our ſelves alſo; and that is in the caſe'of Duels # 
2 barbarous cuſtom wherein ?tis hard: to define, 
whether the Wickedneſs or Folly be/greater ; yet 
it maintains its way in ſpite of all the merhods 
God has 'us'd to make vs better or wiſer:: Of this 
there are too many, and too noted inſtances fince 
6ur reitoration, as if we were ſo enamourd:of 


aeſtruction, that when we are prevented of it 


from our Enemies, we ſeek it from one another ; or 


thought publick Peace ſd-intolerable, that when 
*tis caſt upon us (as ſure ours, ifever any may: be 
faidto be ) we are fain to take in private quarrels, 
as our reſcue from that dull quiet, and court the 
utmoſt -i/chiefs, to avoid the oppreſtion of the 
preateſt happinef, Thus perverſly do we coun- 
termine God's purpoſes of kindneſs ;and when hg 
has fecur'd' us, folicitouſly ſeeks to. be: deliver'd 
from our ſafety ; projet new dangers, -and dare 
his power with a yet harder Task, the delivering 
us from our ſelves : And whilſt we thusavert our 


* Quiet, *tis no wonder that we produce'no better 


effes of it ; nor frutifie under thar, which we 
will not permit our ſelves to enjoy, 

AND as upon this general view, we appear 
very ill managers of our;Peace, ſo ſhall wemuch 


more, if we reflet on thoſe many particular 


bleſſings which are wrapt up in that, of which 


we make ſo perverſe uſe, that we thereinnoleſs 
| violate 


Lin 8 L. Wh 4: air I 
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230 . Miſchief ariſing from Miſtakes hays. 
violate:Sobrjet7, than:we have already appear'dra 


dopicty andriehreouſnef; lo billing up.the meas 


fare af our-injquity dy tranſgreſſing all rbe.funga+ 
herly; righteaufly;i nor Godly in this preſent POR, 
Tit.2. 12: \Aod of thoſe advantages which. arethe 


_ appendages.to Peace,. there are two molt emi- 
nent ;P/enty and Liberty, both of which are-the 


mere remathable in.our preſent quiet, by how 


. muchche- deprivation of each was the greater.For 


the firſt, we koow the /ate times of rapine,had torn 


We. = v 


mental rules of Chriſtianity, //v4»g. neither, /q-. | 


from many-among us their. whole ſubliſtence, fo _ 


entirely.deſpoil'd them that they were reduc'd to 
Job's conditiongand conneRed.the two. extreme. 


paints of Birth and Death, by a middle ſtate of 


thelike nakedneſs.and deſticution bo and-to ſuck; 


eur late reſtoration was a kind of Civil reſarrect5- 
os; rais'd them like-E//b4s dry bones, from the 


. moſt hopelels ſtate, and by a ſucceſſive poſleſſi- 
aniof. their own ſaberitances, made them heirs to 


themſelves, And though. all were nor ſo, wholly 
diveſted; yet-hike thole/-Coneenires, whom..the 


Jews:did-notiextirpate;.. they were put uader. Tri- 


= ;and while perſons who knew ſo well how 


 toexaſt;. were Lords: Paramount, 2 -bare being, 


want of plenty ſhould-havea vght us-ſobriety in 
the ling it ?. That de/netade ſhould have-worn 
out: the skill'of /sxu77, and weſhould not have 


known. 


was all could -be expeRQed ; they ſeem'd rather. | 
Stewards than owners of-their fortunes, and. had Þ| 
_ ratherthe trouble, than advantage of their Maze |} 
gerj.: And,who would not think that this ſoloog 


—_—_ 
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known how to'be riotous: but alas, our memo- 
ries have been too faithful-to us in this partict- 


| lar; no oneof our vanities is fallen into'oblivion, 


but onthe contrary the art of Voluptuouſneſs ſq 


improved, as if all che time that was loſt from 


the Praick, had been ſpeat-in the' Theory, and 
we had for [a many years been contriving new 
kinds and: degrees. of; exceſs. Indeed it i5-too 
ſure, we-retain'd the afe#iom, when:Wwe had loft 


- the power of rioting 3-and 'tis not our proſperity 


ſeduces us; .but we it. For as the: Sww though is 
lends. its. rays:to the begertiog of the 'vileſt [»- 
ſeits; yet makes no ſuch produQion; but upoti - 
apt.:matter, fime and 'putrefattion: fo neither 
would the molt opulent fortune make us ſenſual, 
did it -not-find us diſpos'd and prepar'd for it. 
How - forcible thoſe. propenſions are, appears: by 
the multitude of obje#s on which'they work; 
For they had need be ſtrong Inclinations. that . 


take in/.all. Opportunities, nay, poſſtbilities of 


aQuating themſelves, and ſuch *tis evident.ours 
are, there. being. naching capable of migiſtring. 

to luxury, which. we ule not to. that pb 
Our, Meat is no longer apportianed to-our Hun- 
ger but our Taſtes; ſo that the Stomach. is made 
merely paſhye in'the matter of Eating ; ſerves 0n-. 


- ly to receive thoſe loads wecharge itwith,whileſ 


ies Eletions-and Choices are foreſtall'd by the 
palate or phancy ; nay, tis not permitted ſo much 
as's negative voice, not, allowed to refule what, 
is either for kind or , quantity deſtruQive to. it; < 


| Wed6 with ſtudied mixtures force our-reluQing, 


Q.'2 8  appe- 
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appetites, and with all the Spells of Epicariſm, 
conjure them up' that we may have the pleaſure 
_of hying them again. Thus unworthily 7treache- 


row are weto Nature, which while we pretend to 


relieve,” we oppreff, by giving her not ooly-beyond 
her need, Wt hop Aid toſhew <4 areno 
Tefsdexterous in mixing fins than wears ;-our ve- 
ty Pride Cthovgh in it ſelf an intelleftval vice) 
pe 6p with our @/tropy ; every thing is -inft- 
pid that is'not coftly ; and it is thought an ignoble 
Peaſant-like thing to eat a plain meal: Nor is 
he” now to'be Tookt on as a Gentleman, whoſe 
ſiogle Ordinary coſts nor'as much as would be 
Cand himſelf would perhaps fome years ſince 
havethought? a fair exhibition for ſome whole 
families. And that we may not beccharg'd with 
Partial intemperance, we g0"nor lefs in that of 
. drink ; wherein we areſonice and critical, 'that 


*is becomes” 65s and faculty to" judge" of 


Hquors : But how great ſoever our curioſity 'be, 
*tis fureour exceff is greater,” and does not only 
over-match bur ſupplane it ;Where being no drink 
fo unpleaſant, which the love of a debauch will 
not reconcile us' to: ' So great 'a malice do'we 
bear ro our reaſo7, "that to-opprels it, weare con- 
rent to expole our darling, ' and do violence to our 


very ſence,” How unhappily predominant this 


brutiſh Vieeis, 'need nothere be told; Gneeit roo 
evidently atteſts if ſelf to 'evety man's obſervatt. 
on, it- no loriger Tecking the ſhelter 'of nighr 
nd darkneſs, but” impatienr of ſuch" delay, ap- 
pears 10 the broadeft tight; and he is now a 
FAY | "+ 0 
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 Miſchiefs «riſing from Miſtakes Chap. 8. 
= the ſtrength of that firſt principle, and need 
not owe our- zntercourſe to our debancheries'; no, 
nor our friendſhips neither, which have been ſo- 
far from being preſerv'd that way, that there is 
nothing more whingps © and- frequently violates 
them; nay,. indeed the' whole ſpecies of real 
. Friendſhip ſeems to be extinCt, ſince this f4- 
4r0ws ſort took place. Men think it enough'( as 
indeed cis roo. much ) to dann themſelves with 
thewfrieads,” and all other communications are. 
tanſmured Itohar- of Sin; for we: daily ſeg 
thoſe,”whd' cleave the molt- -4n.this 
other, will yet neither do, 'nor ſuffer 
any thing Jet —Anadſureifthisbe friendſbip, *tis 
 Tacha reverſtkind of it, as 'muſthave-as-prepv- 
Nerousa Definition ; ſor none'that have yet been 
givenby Divizer or Philoſophers will 6t it. 'The 
Jrke may be aid of hoſpitality,” which fare isinits.. 
Proper natiire'of a 'very diſtant make from this: 
defigntto*Felieve Strangers, not b»rthen them ; 
roeurecheir wants indeed; but not by:the worſe | 
exchange mag Sothat the «vcienta drhe 
ern Hoſpitality differ as much as thar of Met. 
ehizedeck;. ſromh that of Circe:/'the:- one refreſhes, - 

Zorh! reran Sforms': And bow great a ſhew ſve: 
ver of [iberality chis later may bave, yer he is not - 

e chpoght co. have drunk grars, thathas paid 
| ws w for his ſhore © 
":& N F 20 both help pains of Intemperance, 
ou? Untleanneſs. bears full proportion ;the one 
wekes proviſion” for the floſs, and-the other fulfils © 
he lufts thereof*” To bow bruriſh an 'impudence | 

TREn 17 44 '. this 
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vaſt expence 'wherewith :many';/Men 
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this ſin-is grown is too viſible-:-weneednottracs 
Mean into:their privacies and'receſles, 'themſelves 
willingly proclaim their gailts;. nay,-dread-no- 


'thing-ſomuch as the opinion: of beinginnocent; 


yea fo'our-dated a-virtze is madeſty:now:become, 
that even that Sex, ro:which itwas onceaccoun- 
red the greatelt ornament; have put.irofflook'on 
itas a piece: of Ruſticity,:and': conntrexbreeding *: - 


whether chis pulling 'down- the fexce/be an Indi. 


cation:they'are willing ro lie commos, :I:thall noe. 
determine : .but '{ure- chat” very free: and: cant - 
dent behaviour now in uſe, :is-to9 apt-to/invite 
aſſaults, and: rakes-off all: that iExtenuation-of 
crime, which was- wont to be allowed that Sex, 
upon the ſuppoſition of their being ſadue'd?;Hhus 


do we publiſh our Sin as Sodom;:. and we confi - - 


der how much boldneſs” it: has gaitid firice-the 
return of 'our proſperity;;::'twill:'be -probable-thar ' 
ours alſo 'has been- fomented by faineſiraft bread, 
and abundance of Idleneſs; Ez.:'16. 49: »Fhats our 
Plenty is'very ſublervient<to 'it,u appears byiithe 


vice :. And that our Idlenefs 5 fo: tony is no :lefs 
evident by the large portions of time rhatiare fpentt 
in choſe: purſuics, it :beiog;+'as che'igreat+defign, 
{o the eſpecial: buſineſs ' of roo-minys Meng dives. 
As-for::the-remedy:: which God has*' "034-10 
ſerves now only ro:exaſperatethe ziferſs;./oMſar- 
riage-wich-too-many- only advances - fraiplet for- 
nication to adultery; and fuperadds:iperzdry' eo 


-uncleannefs 5  thoſ&:: ſacred-:bands':iare>; liks 
Sampſon's Withs; A A Ae 5.7 
© "HE. TT eh 


hs a... 


| to:range :+ For alas; tis 
not their zceds burtheir Phancies they are to pro- 
vide-for;- and:that:is ſo-endleſs, that the greateſt 
liberty of /Polyg amy would: never fatisfiett: the 
fame:quarrel-would lie then to, multiplied Wives, 
which doesnow to fingle;/mean,that they were 
their own: And how:numerous ſvever their flock. 
were,: '{would- not ſecure their [poor neighbours 
only; Zavib ;- eſpecially when 'tis confider'd; that 
itthis they gratific two fins at once, their parity 
us wellas their /a#;. their complacence in wader-. 
*n/#i7g the:Husband, being;generally-as great, as 
that inejozing the Wife. Andif Pride abftradt- 
edlyandio its own nature beg:as Solomon ſays, as 
abomination to the Lord, certainly. when tis thus 
complicated; it muſt.be infinitely more- ſo,' and 
__aſcerrain'ta concurrence-' of thoſe :Fudgments, 
which zre'fingly threatned to each of thoſe: $75? 
what theſe are, I wiſh guilty perſons. would feri- 
-ouſly ponder;: and thea they would: ſurely think 
4lieir” momentan pov -much--over-boughr, 
But alas; {ach a faſcidatiog{lin- this'ts;/ as. allows 


thewi/cmumiays, Prov: 7:22. withithe ſame ſtu- 
pidity that gee ta the flaughter ::0r, « foolto | 
#he'carfettion of the ſtocks ; and: while-every body 

elſcoblervesthe Eftets of their Vice in their wa- 
fted bodiry,- and ruin'd##ates,;:; themſelves are the 
Jaſtthardiſcera it, purſue the:con7/e till the very 
Jaſt remains of. trength and::wealth areexhauſt- 


"6d, 'andnethinglefp.chem-but &fea/e and hggary, 
BS * INES 


Meti no liberty-of conſideration, \they;go0n as 
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Of therruth bf this, there: have; been too many 
' ſadexamples,; though it leemis not yet enoughzo 
give-caution to others. > *: O97 2 ATE 1A 
AN D: to theſe /uſts of the fleſs,weſpare.not to 
add thoſe of rhe'e5e allo; far-ſo.ſurely wermay 
properly. call: all. choſe | Lux#ries which-adapt 
themſelves peculiarly to that Faculty ;-ſuch-are 
the gaiery of. Apparel, richneſs'of: Furniture, and 
all-che: flendor of :; Equupage: which: has: no pro» 
priety to any other ſenſe, bur that of ſeeing, and 
is:loſt if - it.be-not looks. on; ;+ And though theſe 
ſeem to differ much-from-that: Coveron/neſs:which 
S. John is ſuppoſed to comprehend inthat Phraſe, 
the one being the! zenaciry,: the.other the profuſion 
of Money ;: yet:they:are: but {everal- branches of - 
the ſame Sin, and are diver6fied only by a:various 
application of the Qbje ; for -ih-Rtrid ſpeaking, 
he that covets Gold and. Silver to-lay on-his:bach, 
is as-properly covetows, ashethardeſigns it only - 
tofill his coffers. -But beſides the propriety] 
exceſſes have tothat title, they have no1e(s:claim 
tothar enſuing, The Pride of Life ; it beingevi- 
dent that they are both effects and Fomenters of 
Pride :- and {ure this ſets but an4ll Charafter up- 
on them, . that, whea the Apoſtle has dividedallthe 
liſts of the world-1nto three ſorts, . theſe bid ſo-fait 
to wo of them.. I would not here-be underſtood to 
condemn that Decency. and \moderate -Expence, 

Which agree tothe ſeveral ranks and-qualities of 
_ Perſons, there being not only a Innfoleſey but 
ſome kimd of c:v4/: neceſſity for ſuch: DiſtiaQtions:: 
nor is the levelling principle fitter to-be admitted 
by: Fe in 
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in Habit; chacin\Title:or Eſtate : That which] 
acciſc is quite another«hing,”it being thavinor, 


dinate profuſion, which does:nor only exceed the © 


abilicy:and'forcune. of: the Perſon, bur.the pro- 


vels uv the wrong! way : it being-+more tolerable 


Jnjuſtice which'not only upon a religions, but por 


Titick:account deſerves the fevereſt Reproof, and. 


. fince-Dovire Laws will not reſtrain it,*rwere well 
_ if Huwanc' were provided ; though 'I- confeſs, 
{were [not calie.to fad - out; penalties to deter 
thoſk\whom thewanrs ſo uſually actending theſe 
excefſes will aot- diſcourage. This:ſort of wv _ 
wavente thought peculiar to womey ; and choug 


Icannotlay chav the ſexes have exchang'd faults, - | ; 
becxuſecach 


( (till keeps its own, together with 
aan other):yer*tis evident they have-com- 


1on-of his rank and: / condition; and {6:com | _ 
| | ware: diſtiation'it ſhould :preſerve, 'and:le+ '- 


mm 


that all-ſhould be: Peaſants, than all Lords. And || 
this isthe- irregularity.that: nany ſeem' to affeft; - 
there being noroaly: an emulation of pompand 
bravery.among equals, bur:thoſeof the molt. dis 
Ranr-qualities; there ſeeming now:no other avea+ - 
thanthe utmoſtexrent of: their ;zvozey or cre; 
dit;;\rhe latter whereofis often-fo ſtretcht,chatie | 
noronlycricks ir ſelf;\ but. by: an:unhappy contra+ _ | | 
| gion, breaksthoſe irdeals with; and like a. Gre |< 
'  aadotears Towns:in/pieces :'The'many ruin'd Fa-. 
milies-iof Tradeſmen. do too fadly atteſt this; | 
— God our Gafarrs would conlider how: un+. 
- * equalitis,tharmany ſhould-want-aeceſſary cloaths 
| 'only to-maintain the /eperfinity of theirs'; aa 
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- municated them ; *and as the wowew of this Age 
have tranſerib'd Maſculine Vices, ſo the wen have 
Feminine ; this pr wherein they ſeem - 
fully to anſwer t 6 Copy, they being as Critical. 
ly knowing in all the myſteries of vanity, and'as 
diligent in reducing their Peculations to pratfice; 
| asany the moſt extravagant female. Indeed borh 
| : the one and che other purſue this foly with {6- 
| greatanexpence of Care, Time, and Money, as 
if to be fineand happy were the ſame thing, and 
their bodies had been deſign'd for their Cloaths, 
rather than their c/64:h for their Bodies. . / © 
"A N D'now when all theſe luxuries are to be 
.-|  ſrrv'd, Trtidinecd be-an exorbitant: plenty that © 
| ſhall ſupply them ; and that will unfold the riddle 
- | —fofrequant:among: us, of ſo many being poorer 
ſince they recovered their eſtates, than 'when - 
they wanted theme Our revenue how large ſbe- -. 
ver, is fo clogg'd and incumber'd with our ve 
cer, that they moulder away, and only ſerve to 
_ carry other Mens with them, by Wiring credit to' - 
ron in debt. There are indeed no ſuch unmercifat * 
exeForsas our own Lufts; the one gleans after the 
, other, till chey induce fuch a ſcareity, as the Pro- 
|  pher For/deſcribes, 1.4.7 hat which the Palmer-worm 
| hath iefe, hath the Locuſt eaten, and that hich the 
Locuſt hath left hath the Canker-worm eaten, and that 
| which the Canker-wormhath left, hath the Caterpillar © 
| earen: '$o that in effect; we have only" changed-. 
| our oppreſfors;' and are as much'or moreexhault- 
þ <£d'by our own fins, as we were before byather- 
-þ mens; with this woſul ciccumſtance that now 
Y.>. | | we 


-H 


'. > Miſchi $f ifing from Miſtakes . Ch a p.8, 


we have thegi/ts as well as the ſufferings: Thus 
do we rob our felyes, and'create wart in the mid(t 
of all chr hundexce God has givea us, uſing our 
plenty as the Benjamres did-the Levite's Concu- 


_ bine, *Faag, 19. force and proftiture it, cill wee | 


froy it; and the ſimilitude holds ia this. allo; 
that what we thus violate is not our own; for let 
us fancy what we will, certainly our ſuper flus- 
zies are morethe poors Right than ours, pet dto' 
them by God the grand Proprietor. So that our 
Excefſes have, belides their proper gui/t, that of 
71juſtice faperadded ; and whea the, cry. of, the 
poor ſhall be joyned to thoſe of our riofs tha will 
' certainly be too. clamorous to let vengeance any 
nger Yeep... 64 


£ 
- 


_ plenty, and that of our liberty is nor much better; 
_ +015, not. loog. ſince that. arbitrary, tyranny expir'd, 
puniſhments, than the will or evarice of the Impo- 
Fers:.. And a, how. did we galp to be under 
the condutt and. ProteQion of known determinate 

avs? Yet. now we have them, who conſiders 


ceptiouſ? neſs of nferiors,and the remiſneſs of Supe- 


niors, they are rendred things only of form, not | 
#fe ; for while the. one violares,. and. the other 
connives, what can. they (ignifie ? And though 


there be never {o niany yew. Laws made to aſſert 


« 


= 


£ oft  1aInE comLempt, with the others, and 


arebur likex E Chimer 4s of an Vropian State wr 
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the old,” yet weſee they ſerve for licelebut. to par: | 


""T HIS is, the. account .we-can give of our 


which gave us no other v2/ures of our ducies or - | 


them, or is Fegalared by them ?. Between the /#- | 


A 


Y 
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_Iycontriv'd, bur to no purpoſe: '*? Tis the execu- 


cion of Laws that gives them areat and effeftive | 
being, and without that, amidſt our ' great 'yo- 


 Jumesweare yet deſtitute, 'and may too probably 


experiment the truthiofthat Axiome, thar "ris ber- 
ter to live where nothing # lawful, than where all 


\ things are. Indeed if we remember how the Sta- 


rites of O-7ri were kept, with what'a tameneſs 
the ſevereſt Impoſitions of the {ate Vſurpers were 
fubmiitted-to, we have reaſon to think, coercion is 
the ſureft Principle of v#/gar obedjence.; though 
withal irfets but an ilmark upon us, who know 
fo much better how*to be ſlaves,” than ſabjes. 


 Andas weare reftor'd'to our c#v#/ Liberty, ſo as 


#'branch or conſequent of that,” we are to our 
perſonal alſo: We were lately in 'the condition 
2hrift \foretold ' to | S. Peter, carried by 'others 
whither we would not, Joh. 21.18. but now we 
gird our ſelves and go whither we will ; 'and alas, 
wharuſe do many of us makeof this freedoms? Is 
i not vifiBle, that neither our publick or private 
affairs are the better attended ?*But onthe contra- 


ry\we are in a reſtleſs purſvit of impertinent/ or 


vicious paſtimes, go pilgrimages to our pleaſures, 
wander about' from: this ſport, that Meeting to 


. #nother, till many of us forget we haveanyother 


coficernis inthe world, andareas'much ſtrangers 
to-0ur own homes, as when we were forcibly 


* detain'd thence :- And for ſuch I know not whe- 


ther'the former reſtraint be noteligible,” to be # 
priſoper being a kind of re'cue ro him, that would 
otherwiſe be a vagravt, 7 | 
#12 THESE 


beaſts-under the.former method, that no- ſtripes 
would diſcipline us, might bave this advanrageed 


_ thods,. And cow who-cantefraio from Moſes's 
7 - palſianate Apoſtrophe. Do yet 


the poorer for his Liberalitiey, andthe works for | 
his Goodneſs 3. -by a prepoſterous uſe ſo wearout. ' 


aur Bleſſogs, that they ceaſe to be,' at leaſt to.be 


Bleſings* And itthey once! fall from. thary there | 


is no middle form-for them:toaſſume ; they-con- / 


. vert into-'the.diret contrary, - and. become the. , 


faralleft Corſes, more heavy than thoſe which 


were 


bore our ſins, -as-if he. meant-totry our 1nge- | 
nuity;; that we who' had been ſomuch worſe.chan F 


egeemourearedit,and be drawn with theſe cords. I 
. of aman;; butwe-haveput off-nac only piety but- | 
humanity, and-are equally-untraQable to all-me- 


requitethe Lord, . | 


O fooliſh people 4nd -wnwiſe 1. Dear, 32, 6; Unwile | 
Rd, thatfrom; the, moſt. benign parpoſes of | 


adding wa nt chow no. Fury bÞ 
Wu egg" hap hc bottoms .vpgo r« 


N ifwe, will-ſhill 


them in.th 
' ak! find they £an. put on a dreadful : his Gaod- 
neſs will.nog;be finally yooperative ; if we ,will 
nat, Permit. it-to lead {us torepentapee, *rwill, drive 
| _u$to deftrntiany:; Lam ſure. we baveall reaſpn.to 
| expect he: haul FFT his Hoyer as Fac 
 againſus, .as.he 
he ſees that is.not: Cs t9: our. ruige;. C10- 


- moral. Efficacy,to 
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irritated. dove; G od;s , merczes are. li 
ures which according. to the. diff 
of the beholder,-earry different, R 'E- epreſentatiagy; 
2nd. on: the, wrong oils, and.-act 
ir, More amiable appearance;, We 


deedlet him bur and by and.not interp & his 
omnipotence, for f Bhs be may.truſt us, tobe his Ex- 
eCfFOrers,. OUT .* vgs avi G SSR as well.as 

frroy us - And who. knows 
whether that.be not che-reaſon of his ſeeming oon- 
givence,that he forbears to.ſtrike-us, to.give us 
uptq thoſe more fatal wounds we inflid. 0a, our 


_ " ſalyes;;, this alas, we have cog much.cauſeto' fear, 
|  for'cis fare, *ris not our innocence that gives us Lm- 


punitys but *tis more.than-probable *cis our jwcor> . | 
bleneſs ;. that God gives. us over with. a.mhy 
ld ye be ſmitten any.more;? Will not proſtitute 


| his Judgments ;. but-as the baſeſt of Malefators 


leave us to the baſeſt of Execationers, and let.our 
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0n, while one fide in a pious abliorrence of Zere- 
fe, thought the finin/like that of Original Sig, 
could'not bedorfe away by any Purgation lels fo- 


| lema than chat of Baptiſm, and the other'in a juſt 


reveretice of ancient coforh, and jealoufic of i»no- 
vatios+-oppoſed it ;/ the Diſpute faſted? till” the 
Scene was changed; and thoſe who deliberated of 


| the manner of rererving Hereticks ' into the 


Church, were themſelves as ſuch 24rd out of it. 
No/lefs well meantywere the Origizals of the' No- 
vetian and Donati Hereſies, and'as'<qually un- 
happy: were their iſſues: For in'thein all,. when | 


- bitter Zye/ was once fermented; through'its apti- 
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ſoon became terms outdated;and mien were tmea- 
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infeſted the ſicceeding ages : This root of bitter- 


nf was then but a .probatroner in the ſoil,” and 
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ory " Primitive lnity,, we. ſcarce- tiad, any, Þ: 
008 revenge. their 'Schiſm, upon. theme } 
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| Shote., the! Stars or Sands being as apt a. ſub- 
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Hrougt t:ro-paſs, that S412». now may leave:his | 
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doth-wonder. and-Jamentation, to-fee how. the 
plaineſt,: and moſt fmple propoſition, when it falls 
into che hands of theſe Aris, is mangled and dif- 
joynted, is rarified, exalred and refin'd : He whoſe 
\ -lei{ure,. or indeed whoſe life, would ſerve him to 
+ ſarvey all the ſubtle ,Diviſions and. DiſtioQions 
of the School men, . would ſure reſolve, they. had 
the power. of working Miracles ; Queſtions in 
their hands molriplying in the breaking, -like the 
loaves in-our Seaviours,  But-ſure the event of the 
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and withthis ſharp aggravation-too, that whereas 
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of rhe'Faith,-Irrefr , Angelical, | 
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them intheir writings to poſterity ; -as/Reſcs is | 
 hidto have done his Skin, 'to' be made an Incen- Y 
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Fountains of humaneLearning from the Chriſtian 
Yourh, leſt-they ſhould there'gain ſuch acuteneſs, | 
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verſariesto Paganiſm: but could he have foreſeen 
that'they would have employed thoſe Weapons - 
not 2painſbthe common” Enemy, but one another, he -| 
, ook ſurely have tevers'd the' Stratagem, free- | 
: Ty ops opened thoſe Magazines whence they might | 
themſelves for their mutual ruine, and - 
* +have-as folicitoully promoted their Learning, as 
ever he obftrufted it. Tam very far from abetting 
'thefr arrogant folly, who either decry humane 
Learning in general, or make it ſuch a Moebite, 
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underſtand incomprehenſible, to order infinite,” de- 
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Dragons teeth, Cadmus isfaid'to 


| tavefown, hoſe immedi produRtion: w: 5 © | 


hes firſt feeds! of idiſcord"'ſ6" prodigiouſly en - | 
ey ker Jer orig face of the” Þ 


Earth: --for; in-alÞ 'otber: _ there. 
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is-2 ſaccefſion, one generation goes and another 
comes, and fo though the ſpecits continue; the ſn- 
dividuals periſh ; theſe ſeem tohave the accurft 
priviledge of propagating and not expiring ; and 


_ to havereconcil'd the procreativeneſs: of -corpore- 


al, with the' duration of izcorporeat Subſtances : 
This.is ſuch an advantage-toward- their »s/tip!s- 
cation,” that we may grieve,” but cannot wonder . 
ro find them ſwarm ; not hike Bees to bring pro« 
fit, *bur like Locufts to devour every green thing 
ia the land; nor is it now in the-power of all the 
Magicians of Egypt to-calt them out © for were _ 


- 1t poffible ever to become Szrax's inrereft ro: fiip- 


preſs then; he: would* certainly*fidd himſelf in 
the caſe of one of this ybting Conjurers; to have 
rais'd; more ' Spirits' than®he+could Jay.' 'Mens 
now #rritated Paſſions, and | formed Intereſts; ' 
thegreat fomentors of diſputes would prove too 
ffardy Devils, even for Beelzebub himſelf to'Ex: 


orcile. 


--BUT 'tis too ſure his Kingdom will neverſo 


divide againſt it ſelf ;\ it ſuits nottonly with his 
/ "Natare, -but with' his Ends to- perpetuate” our 
'Strifes; and therefore as if our do@rinal debates 


''were not! enough to- ſecure his purpoſe, he has 
4 an auxiliary* troop of, ritual differences; ro at» 
23 tack us. The Leyroſie which infeſts the folider 
$ © parts of our Religion,- has paſt from the' Body to 
"7, the very Garments; the moſt exterior adheren- 


cies,” Habits, Geſtures, - Days, every ' thing that. 

has bur'the remoreſt ſubſerviency to Piety; -are 

become the objeFs of fierce Conteſts, and haves 
4g 4 | Sg © TY en- 
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encreafd the number and heat of our. quarrels, 
that *cis unneceſſary, perhaps impoſſible to add 


. 


x 
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_ WA 


he is too like to do, his Kingdom will be compe- 


reatly guarded, they being his greateſt ſecurity, 


agaioſt that power of Goalineſs, that. vital force of 
Chriſtianicy, he ſomuch es : that they are ſo, 


is obvious enough tohim that takes but che groſ- | 


3 


{eſt confus'd view of them. But that we may. 
_ better diſcern the degrees of his «dventage and 
our own zi/chief, *cwill not be amiſs to conlider 
them more attentively, make ſome diſtiaCt obſer- 


vations, not of 4, for that were endleſs, but of _ 
Some of their moſt-eminent Effetts, which-we (ball | | 


nd {o.peraicious and deftruQtive, . as ſufficiently 


AND in the firſt way” Ie conſider them. 
only privatively, as. t upplant and juſtle out 
- {ball find them ſadly 


our. greater Concerns, we 
miſchievous; indeed to.ſuch a degree, that were 


they not chargeable. with any poſitive ill, they 


werz by this their mere zegative Force, _—_ 
teat Inſtruments of our Rvize. . Did they aCtu- 


ally convey no venome, yet while. they ſub- | 
ſtrat our . nouriſhment, their , effeQts' will be || 


ſure to be deadly ; Grace as well as Nature being 


liable to-be Garv'd as well as poyſoned.- Chrifs- -| 

avity is not a dull unaQtive, but ſtirring buſie + 
State, and therefore we {till find it in the -Goppet | 
repreſented uader the Metaphors which imply 
thegreateſt Induſtry and Activity ; 'tis a #rade, - | 
nf | ' watch, |. 


more; ifhecan bur keep uptheſe,as, God knows, 


Ipeak their relation, and.ſubſervieacy to the great | 


gainfal ones, which God affigns us, 
eafie and frarrleff, we impoſe 'on our ſelves ?. *Tis 
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watch, a vace, a combate; and- it aſſigns us rasks 


enaugh to juſtifie the Propeieey of the Tropes : 
And therefore as on the one hand, the ſleepy Pro- 
feſſor will at laſt find he has but dreamt of thoſe - 
lorious Rewards he expeas; fo on the other, 
e that frames himſelf another Scheme,. that la- 
bours, but not-in God's Vineyard, that buſies 
himſelf in chiogs- extrinfick to rhar one great 
Sphere of motion, the Evangelical Precepts, will 
finally diſcern thar he has but rolled Syſ{phws his 
ſtone, eſpous'd a ro#l under which he may indeed 
be weery and heavy /aden, but will never find re#f 
to his Soul. - eG ucadh 
AND 'then® what 'can be more perfealy 
adapted to his aim, who deſires to propagate 


his own eteraal reftleſnefs unto us, than'thus'to 


commute our tasks, exchange theſe ca an 
or thoſe n- 


true, we find too many of thoſe unprofitable 


: works of darkneſs tro buſie and-employ us: but I 
think no one, nay, Fam apt to ſay not all others 
| © rogether, have proved ſo effeRual ro his purpole 


as this of raiſing and phage. Cm in Religt- 
on, *'Tis too ufbal a policy of States to ſecure 


; 


| themſelves from the ſesr of a potent Neighbour, | 
_ » by fomenting a civil 4z/cord in his Kingdom: 
|  Setex has in this inſtance found it a locky Stra- 


tagem, it having proved the "moſt powerful 
revulfive of his danger. I 'will'not examine, 
whether he ' borrowed 1t from, or lent. it to 


+ our Machiavilians, 'but"ſfure he' may from his 


S 3 ED own 


264 jim arifing Chap. 9: 
own. experience recommend. it with the atteftati- 
on of a Probatum ef, _ 

11ND EED*this art of diverſion gives him a 
full ſecurity. againſt all he fears in qur Chriſtia- 
nity, for/ris not:the title he envies to us; or dreads 
himſelf; we:know:he long fnce had.courage to 
contemn thename.even of C briſt, when. invaked 
by thoſe whoſe pradtices joyo'd with him vg 
ing it;;while;we are but Fewſb Exoreifs, m 
nor wel Mohan, .butto get us a wet har 
and, a trade, :he.can deal. w"_ enough with.us. 
Seven Sons, Sreveare not-halfſo terrible to him | 
- one By Paal ;. , _ him only oa Ame the | 

orm joya'd the power of GodlineS: "Thar Ex- | 

orciſms h hs Los lg #:.y refiſt; and.t X 
as Br dextroully ; found'a way, 0. carey) Ag 
Rs ogaging us.in thoſe contentions Wauah allow 

| us Sa <0 t ink, of the: prattical part-of our eo: | 

feffion.: £ -the.confusd noiſe of  Battel, hs 41 

drowningt at ebind s, which lays, 7 T Ye E 
the may, walkinit, Nay, by this fi : F 
not. ooly divert; but foreſtal alſo ; like rhe hits 
Finch Shams nope or Sword that may beus'd... | 
him, but takes up all-rhoſe- lofGamency 
We the work.of God; We 
| fairs .of Tporence there. are” replies 
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ſteal away much'of:it (a modeſty whic 


folemnly and avowed 


| been the profeſt TOI 
4 


; | Other'diverſions do-till tetdin) but Magiferialy 
exact it,- and accordingly havelarge parcels of it 
oy Geveter to them; the 


eternal-wiſery, the acquiring endleſs 4/;F is'not 
{o trivial, or ſocafie a matter, as'to bethe Work 
of a moment, the purchaſe of ſome few yawnix 
wiſhes, or volatile phancies + He who is'to diſpenſe 
the Rewards, has propos'd us other Conditions, 
afſign'd us Work which takes'up no. leſs :ime 
than that of our who/e lives ; 'no leſs intention than 
of our whole powers: And then if we ſuffer any 
thing elſe to interpoſe, and defaulk what is thus 
entirely requiſite; if we cut new Chapels for that 
Which ſhould run inthis one fall carrent, "tis ealie 
} todivine what the event will be: For Man being 
finite bothiin his nature andoperations, the time 
and attention he beſtows on one thing, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſubtrated fromanother. And there- 
fore if our Diſputes about Religion entertain'and 
buſie' us, they: muſt unavoidably -interrupt our 
4 - attendanceon prattick Duties; and ſo whilſt we 
1 quarrel with oe a»othey, give our great Maſter 
.4 * toojuſtground of quarrel with ws «4, by negleQ- 
1 ing thegrear, and indeedonly Buſineſs entruſted 


''j5' NO W inde&d chatour contentions do thus di.- 
vert us, is too'apparent to any that ſhall conſider 
&-in/any of the three forementioned particulars ; 
for, firſt for our 7ime,* they do'not only or $9 


moſt 


ſcanning old'queſtions, ard: raiſing wew ones, having 
many Men's lives ; 
their 
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their very Vocation and Trade wherein they have 
afrrived to ſuch emizence, as ſhews they made /be- 
rel oblations of their Time to.it: And of this eve- * 
ry age has left ſo many Records, as the mere read- | 
ing-them would allow few vacant minutes to the | 
ſucceeding :. And had not time a little reveng'd-- 


his own quarrel; and coaſum'd many of thoſe 1 


Writings,' by which himſelf was wafted, n__ Þ 
perbole would not be very extravagant inthis cale, 
which we find warrantably-us'd in another, John. . 
21. that even.the world it ſelf could not contain the - 
Books which have been written, AS lt is, there are 
more than enough toemploy, nay, devour time; _ 
for. when Men-once launch into the vaſt Sea of 
Controverſie, they are tofſed there endleſly, and 
ſeldqm recover a ; 


cordingly weilee in Polemick Diſputes, how every- . 
rejoynder ſwells. bigger and bigger, till like the ' 


- Prophet's e/oud, from. a hand breadth it over-ſpread | 
rhe Heavens z every. little ' Manual becomes: the | 
_Parent of vaſt Volumes; and unleſs the evil cure © 


irſelf by: majoration;;.-unleſs the teatneſs of the -: 


| eask bring in! deſpair-to-ſupplan "curioſity,: and - | / 


keep Men from, reading, the fed«/ors will have as 
little reſpite,: as. the. Combatents ; both Writers | 
and Readers will be ſo engroſt, that they will | 
have little leiſure far-any thingelſe. - And ] dare * 
in this.appeal toany that have engag'd deepeither. | 
way, whether Fehr am it experimen- |. 
tally true: I wiſh they would but ſnatch ſome 
broken parcel as. a;plank from' the common ſip: 
CE Re nr OO Og ION aa ah 


bur, Difficulties like waves | 
 crouding one upon the-neck of another ; Andac- 


kT a 
d. 


. we are ſtore 
_ they all at once then become uſeleſs. Our Laws 
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wrack of their time ; reſcue a few'minutes-for a 
ſober refleQion, and audit what real Profit ac- ' 
erues to them from the expence of fo many pre-. 

cious Hours ; how much iradvances:that grand 
buſineſs for which their Time here was allotted, 
and according to which their Eternity hereafter 


. will be awarded : always remembring, that if it 


promote it"not, it hinders it, by diverting'that 
time which ſhould have beex ſo employed: And - 
indeed there cannot be a more comprehenſive miſ- 
chief than this of the /of of Time, it being that 
which virtually contains the fruſtrating of all 
other Advantages, whereby we ſhould work out 
our - Salvation. The' operations even of Chri# 
himſelf were, he tells us,” limited to a certain 
ſeaſon : I muſt work the work of my Father whilſt #t 
# day, the night cometh when no max can work ; 
and ifthe Night overtake us, it matters not how 
i with inſtruments of AQion, fince- 


anciently ſer a greater pena/ty upon the ſtealing 
Beaſts of breed, than on other Cattel of the ſame 


4  fecies, as calculating the damage by the poſſibi- 
F lities of which the owner was ''robb'd. ' Time is 
' the «univerſal womb of things and aftions ;- and 


therefore when we loſe that, we ſuffer an accu- 
mulative prejudice, forfeit our Rights in reverſion, 
as well as our Poſſeſions, our capacities, as well as 
enjoyments. As$10 an Abortion the unhappy Mo- 
ther, beſides the fruſtration of her hopes, and 
child-birth pains ſuſtain'd, acquires an aptitude 
to miſcarry for the future, and never to be able to 

: "= < -, bring 


brgg forth. g ical birth :-Aod thus, God knows, | 
multicudes of, -Embrzoa:purpoſes periſh, and the * 
muſery,of it,js, .they are. our. beſt that. do ſg. We | 


gederally,puriue our. frivolags projects with an | 
active Pigs but. keep qur great and concerning ++ 
ef«irs, only 1a deſign till dear come and ſurprize. 
us, which like che fatal Meramorphoſes the Poets *' 
talk of, ; fixes us. in the paſture it finds-us, and ſa. 
preſents us to Jedement. Now'I would know of 
the moſt eager, Contender, whether he would nox 
chuſethen to be found with his hands ftrercht our 
29 prayer to.God,; or.a/ms to the. poor, rather than 
lealing blows amongſt his fellow-ſervants ; if he |} 
Fould,. certainly. 'tis his concern to put.himfelf 
j to.that. farm..he would then, appear 1n, to-hul- 
ba. ahi lege {han of time ſo, as may and him 


19.ſtead when, time ſhall bs ao more, +1, 1 4 
"BU. "If Men will needs be improvident, yet 
why wall they be ridicalons too? If they will bax; + 
ter away: their time, methinks they ſhould -at leaft 
Jave ſome eaſe in..exchange: bur-to be-induſtri- 


. . 


+ 


».. %* 


ous all, hushands, x0 loſe all their advantages, 'and | 


: 


none of their 201, . is ſuch a ſolemg. piece of folly, . 
as 15.at. once matter of Scorn and Wonder ; yet 
this. is the: very.cale here.; our. wraglings do not 
only. exhauſt; our c/me bur gur frength top : We 


urſve.chem with.ſd vehement an.intencipn, .asif | 


our Faith propos. nor. to, us: a victory, 
but over. this fort of Opponents.:: We. run qur 


ſclyes. breathleſs in this Race,: where the Prize.is 
only. a few fading leaves, or what is more tranſi- 
tory,-A little popular applayſe ; and make. not to; 
Ms ee ee ED 0506-74 + Hs 'wards 


\ 


2 = _S - c - q 


Chap. 9 A : from Diſputes ingeaeral. 269 
wards the incorruptible Crown;tillwearegrown = 
' 200. feeble; and . decrepit for the/ other -purſuit; 
Men-macerate their Bodies,. agd waſte-theirSpi- 
rits in-Polemick Studies, preſcribe themſelves 'no 


| time. of diſcharge from. that-War;; tilkchey/atre 


able no longer to: wield their weepdns;| and then, 
when mere Impotence makes'/them peaceab/e,- be- 
gin-to;cry:qut of. conrention,: ſnatch -up Devotion 
when; Controvetlie ibegins'to :be';too; heavy for 
them; and at their Death pray for #hat peace of the 
Church, which they. have made ir rhe buſineſs:of 
\ their-life to. diftvrb: This as it. ſufficiently at- 
teſts what Mens thoughts-are-intheir cool blood, 
what apprehenſions they have of the: way when 
they. draw near. their journeys: End; ſo does/it 
abundantly evince the unſpeakable prejudice Pie- 
ty. receives from our Diſputes z- Thofe:have the 
ative and vigorous Abettors, while That is turn'd 
off to languiſhing; -bea:rid Yotaries.:;.So that-the 
diviſion between theſe two, is like that of the Cats - 
tle between Jacob and; Laban; all 'the ſtronger: to 
the.one, and feebler-toithe other-: Would God. 
the ſcene were not, in one reſpeAchang'd,* and 
thatthe Syrian had not here got the better;ſhare; 
But in the mean time what greater advantagecan 
Satan wiſh.for, our ſtrength and induſtry-is_ di- 
verted- upon theſe foreign expeditions, and Sicr 
15-left. to be.:guarded by the lame and the blind, 
ſuch only as are not able to-follow the Camp; and 
then 'cisnot ſtrange to ſee what facceſsful-afſaults 

he has made, . that that true pratick YVertue which 
once made ſuch yiQtorious {alleys oa the Heathen 
of World, 


" EE arifng Chaps. | 
World, is now baffled in its own Quarters, bea- | 
ren from its Works, and driven 'roſcek ſhelter ' 


in obſcure corners, immures it felf in ſome few 


private "breaſts, '-and fo. like an exil'd Prince, 


makes only. 


iſt to-/5ve, when it ſhould: regs, 
But alas, 


we for ever- ſoffer our ſelves to be 


thus befool'd, ſhall-this his ſtale ſtratagem after: : 
ſo-many-hundred- years uſe, nay, and deteQtion 


too, tole nothing of its Efficacy ? Muſt we al- 
$ waſte our ſtrength in 
our ſelves? This is foch an in 


_, colleQion, it mighr'perhaps cure the: Phrenfie : 
; Ler him who has with -unwearied diligence 


| watcht-all advantage againſt his Aztagoni#t ; 
rack'd and tortured every period of his diſcourſe, 4 
to make it:confeſsan abſurdity: Lerhim, 1 fay;. 
_ conſider, /how much better that Induſtry had been 
employed in diſcovering the f#acies of our com-+ - 
_ Adverar ,'thar old Sophilter, who-purs'the | 
bs on us, whileſt we are moſt 
hn aa paring them upon one another.” Good- | 
God! ho might true vical Chriſtianity-at this 
day have flouriſhe, if we would have beſtowed our } 
vals the right way? At how much acheaperrate 
might we have cheriſbt, than we de#roy her * Alt | - 
parties pretend to be very careful of this Vine, are 
very-buſie in ſetting traps for the /irele Foxes, all / 
whom they are-plcaſed rocall Herericks ; and in 
the mean time take nocare of the wild Boar, ev 1 
that Þ 


ging ſhackles for 
tuation as Hoſes 
| ſpeaks of, Chap; 9.77. The Prophet is 4 fool, the. 
| men is mad: Would God, we would once: | 
mo our ſelves under: the diſcipline of ſerious' re-' 
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Chapis. Ffrom Diſputes ingeneral.. © 271 
that not- only ſþoil her branches, but ſtock up her 
roots, ſuffer the moſt ſavage beſtial Vices to de- 
ftroy. both Power and Form of Godlineſs toge- 
_ ther. Thus unhappily do we divert our intenti- 
"ons from-our moſt important concerns. And- 
as Archimedes is ſaid to have been ſo vehemently 
intent upon a Geometrical figure, that he heard 
not of the taking of the City, till an Ezemy gave 
him his information and death together :*So do we 
fo buſie our ſelves in drawing our ſeveral Schemes 
of Religion (every of which will pretend to no 
| + leſs than Demonſtration) that in the mean time, 
| that which alone is 7rve Religion, is expos'd tothe 
| fury of the Enemy, ſack'd, ruinated; and like the 
plough'd up Fewiſb Senifuary, not one ſtone lefe 
upon ahother. Certainly moſt of the Qveftions 
which at this day diſturb Chriſtendom, have, i» 
reſþedt of their matter,no propriety toward the pro- 
pagating good Life, but, in reference to their way: of 
managery,all aptneſsto hinder it; how much were 
it.then for our ee/e as well as profit, to turn us into 
the plain road, where none of theſe Thorny diffi- 
culties will encumber us? Alas, -why ſhould the 
Romani#t {0 ſweat to maintain his Pargatory flame, 
4 as if he already felr its heat, 'and would in this 
'} Worldantedate thoſe pains,when the ſame Indu- 
1 fry beſtowed here to parifie himſelf from ell filthi- 
* #ef# of fleſh and ſpirit, would ſubtract the matter 
. of that Fire, and leave little for that furwzxce to re- 
fine; which were doubtleſs a much ſecurer way, 
even according to his own PRI than co truſt 
to the uncertain devotion of orhers, to fetch him 
our 


' . the wax. "Why does the: | 
_ euroufly climb into Heaven, to 'ranſack the cele- : 
ftiat Archrves, read 'God's hidden Decrees, when | 
with leſs labour he may ſecure an Authentick tram}. 
feript within himſelf; fet him according to Saint F - 
Peter's advice, Add to his faith virtue, and towir- | 
* -#ne kpowledge, and to" knowledge temperance,” &c. | 
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jag will by a happy AntiperiZafis, lead him into | 
: 4 ÞredeBlirarien ſo advens | 


o 


and thatchain of virtues will tand him ia much 


mioreſteid, than if he couldas infallibly (asſome -} 
have confidently): :demonftrate every link of Pre- '} 
defiination: Tis: the 'afſiduons prattice of Duty | 
wilh-inake his calling and eleQ&ion ſure; and un- | 
leſs 'he can. confure that: divine Axiome, that - | 
without holineff none ſball ſee the Lord; he cannot 
but confeſs. he. may 'more profitably : buſie his .} 
thoughts in labouring, ro become holy, than'tin '} 
diſpuriog-whether:he can chufe- to beſo-or nor.  F 
Oc laſtly, why do we Chriftians of ſeveral perſue. | 


frons, © 


vap:3. | 
out when once deeply ingulphe :*Tis furely much | 
berter to ſtirve that Fireby oties own 7mnocence, | 
-than to- leave: it tobe extinguiſhe bythe Tears .. 
and Piety 'of ſarviving friends. -' Why ſhould: the 7 
- Socinian {od cagerly contend for-the poſſibility of 
keeping the Law, when' one example would con: | 
vince more than'a'thouſand arguments. Let him 
-bend his ſtudy to make himſelf an'inftance of his | 
priremanal ts  congh = nd 4 
it-proving lis Hypotheſis, yer, if he do his utmoſt, | 
he wil Shi fs becror, triumph than that” 
which'the Schools can give: and ſo-will even | 
fram'his error extra@ advantage, his very ffrax | 
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each other, as if it were rot only our Opiaian, 


- bur our Intereſt and. our. Wiſh, :har all ſboutd be 


damn'd, but thoſe of our particular Seft ;-. when God 
knows, 'not only every Society, but. every ſingle. 
perſon has pers. » wed fo to work out his own [alus- 


tion, which if we will take:the Jpo#/e's, word, is 


' tobe done with fear and trembling, Phil, 2.12. A 


terhper- very. widely. diſtant from that of cealiu- 


ridg and-judging. And ſure we ſhould not think 
| that malefaFor more meriting,: or more likely. to 
 beacquitted, who ſhould leap-from-the Bar tothe 
| Bench, and there condemn-the. whole Gaol but 
| himſelf, / 'Twas'a-ſober and Chriſtian.reply of a 
\ Jate learned Gentleman, . who being ask'd by. one. 


whether a Pap:/# might be ſaved, anſwered, Tos 


may; be ſaved without knowing that. And would we 


confine our cares and. enquiries to thoſe things 


"which concern that one great Intereſt, we might 


s take lef pains, and. yet do wore-mork;; he leſs buſr- 


+ *is time we askour 


'; , 


4  $odzes, but more ay Chriitians, and then ſure 

ime? elves the wiſe man's queſtion, 
4 Zecleſe. 5.16, What profit hath he that Jahoureth for 
1 wt#ewixd? And at laſt give over this. uathriving 


oF 


diligence,' and not ſo.emulate the moſt ſtupid.of 


'} Beaſts, as to makeour ſelves burthens,: oaly, that 
4 we may couch, under.them, 


-AN'D. were this only 1ſachars lor, 'ewerethe 
leſs to. be regretted, but/alſo Zgbaulon herein in- 


'}  vades his portion ;\'tis.they that handle the Pex 
+ of the Writer, that have engroft 5. error, and 


| will nor.ſuffer.ic co.þe;a; Reteien one... Naned 
; | | ? to 


. 
: n +. 
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274 __ Mieheſr aiſog  Enopy| 
 fomuchthis way miſemploy the two vulgar ta- ta-\ 


tentsof Time and: Induſtry, as thoſe who havea | 
third-ſuperadded.tothem, that of Extraordinary" 


_ Faculties and Endowments, whichthey do as pro- 


aners or Abettors of contentions have ge 


Perſons of the moſt acare refrd wits andex- | 
, Which has enabled them for thoſe } - 
and Ubrilcies, -of which groſſer under-- 
would have remain'd more happily ig, ir 


eellent lear ws 


” ſtandings 
norant. | A ftrange produQtion, that the 


he fire of contention, 


-riſhmenr. Tr wank no-wonder, that.th 


-nice;' that-none but the choiceſt Vitims w 


ſerve his turn; none but an Androweds and: an, = 


phos, } Royal and Virgin-ſacrificespropitic 


$ nfernal Deities : but that among Chriſtians S 
"he ſhould Kill Have the /ame Eleftion, have the - 


richeſt- treaſures of thoſe, - who ſay they- 


againſt him, laid at his feet, have his my = 


- weapons aut of his Enemies nerve Av is 2 yl 
that can ſcarce be ſolved, but by c 


tatry has only chang'd its form; and rao, b 
bom aſhrim _ hy afſiows and- animoſi- Þ 
ties, -as everhe did 'in an Jdo/ Temple ; fo thatihe | 
 Teems rather to/have loſt the pop, than the power } 

of Regiment. Bur admit, that he were EE } 


_ ſecurely c 


digally laviſh as either of the former. 'The Be. 


Ef af =D Art, porta mn r- the 
ouleft deformity in eligion Thus alas, have-$+-: 
ves's p nee _— a of Gad's, the fatteſt. D 
| jor rae of es for want of Now | 


blind zeal of P =D had made him ſo wanton : 4 
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ſo immediately God's Rival,that theſe ſpeculative 
debates had none of thoſe 'adherencies, which do 
ſd direQty gratifie him, yer ftill he is ſecur'd of 

| ſomewhat at rebound; for alas, when 
mens. faculties are thus employed, what Wen- 
pons are there left for the defence of true preffict 
wvertze, and God knows, ſhe needs them but too 

- . much: Mens /a#s arc grown ſubtle Diſpucanes, 

ſothat the moſt improved reaſox may find work 

| enotighto manage the Conteſt; And barely would 

Men. of parts timely. have bent their endeavours 
this way, vice:could got have.got fo ftrong a par- 
> 6 - Men are aſhamed to be Profeires to'a weak 

> Arguer, 8s. Pr rs part with their 

- naps well as their fs: ,and certainly no- 

'. thing is a more general d:/c from Pie- 

% er the opinion of its Votaries not being _ 

of Parts, and cxalted Underftandings; a 

q , Prejudice as old as the time: of our Sevioxr, as 

4 may appear from Fob. 7. Would Godour 

+ : Rabbies would fadly conſe how muck they 

8 _ + comribured tothis funda), while by laying 

T-- ure they have ne- 

ewe of their buſineſs, 
and given je: I gy tion tothat ſcanda- 

' ous Maxim;that Ignorance ir the Mother of Devoti- 

- os: Certainly this is quite to miſtake t _—_ 

+ - miſton,which is not that ofa Herautd, to 

+ War amongſt Men, but that of an Enbeſſader, 

4 £0 reconcile them, firſt co holineſs, and-by it to 

| God: And doubtleſs oe /ou/ gain'd to Piety, 

4 would more. promote their account, than anexy 

thouſavds 
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796 Miſchieſs _— Traps | 
ſecuredits-a- Seer Di _— Weitind\. ET 
"Indanſkc the. doom wasof that Servant who wrape | 
his: Talenr;ibut we. have! noicauſezo-think | - 
itwould have beech arcall eaſiers if-hehad:metred - | 
the Talent into bullets, tomaimain the skirmiſt' '} | 
with his fellows:2:Whether:that»be nor the caſe | 
who havereceived:notthe oze'Talent- but |. 
the ve; I leave' it ro: be:diſcuſſed: between God: } 
and-their own:Conſciences ; bur in-the interim 
*is fad to ſee how tunbappily- Men-engage:rheir 
endeavours, which ſeems to. repreſent the reverie” 
of -Efay's* Prophecy,» we have: beat our. Plough-+ | | 
- ſhares 1nto in 6 and our-Pruning-hooks into |} . 
Spears,/-alt+the Inſtruments:of /Fertility-and../ 
* growth:in-Grece, :into: Enginesof War _— 
«rd; and then irmultneedsbe a moſt de rable | 
jon; tor: which 'Chriftiaaity* is 'redbced;. | 
whinksfocaw: ia:this 'robe uader the ſame; calks/ | s, 
-mityg* which her diſtreſt Profeſſors ſuffer from. 
_ the Tartifo: Tyranny, whillt herhopefulleſt and” 
molt pregnant we! are like Janizaries wv » 
Timariors xrained' up; to fight againſt her. Ho 
et; none »wonder-chat 1 call*ir tighting- againſt 
her;\when yet perhaps.ndne. of them do forrnia « 
renounce+ her; :for:that: Circumſtance only' a 0 
termines: the-War to be: inteſtine, not: foreigny 7 
and if. our:own. ſad Experiences. had:not too}. 3 
much: qualified: us 'ro judge,” 1 might .appeal of 
the .univerſal -vote of- Mankind, which /of tho 
were, the moſt 'deſtruQtive.:; Indeed were there Þ 
no+ other” a& of hoſtility diſcernible, but that i 
a we. have: hitherto inſiſted- on, the inter-1'$ mm 
cepting} 


8 « 


A 


| 


_ 


poli, the. curing, ; ofrom 
1 wy and gifts, wherebyſheavould 
E % ke, do PROCenR that were: weparably' 
$\  NIvF: £9 vers. per conſequently moſt ) 
 £0.that grand: Exemy,' who, as hath.beca ſhew's,, 
S2dvanrage of our Wranglings, or. Diſſeati-. 


-Þ ons with als Cngeber 0 reak. his; more inveterate; 
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Aero che Mojehiefs ariing from Diary \e 
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'5 FER e mikbie of cheſs'l MF 
an never. SR DF here: ann 
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yy” "fee ariſing from Diſputes, « | 
| eo guide them,” yet-in matrers'of Specs? 
peo, 'theit" «fcifions urs 1 geherally-ftrofigly ine” * 

" flnenc'd+by their Vnidelfeniting 3, .We-do -not; 
only approve, butfove thoſe notions Wherewirh- 
we are prepoſleſt, *which kindnels" as it propa-* | 
4c {elf eo: the” Abettors of the farne -T; nets, 
itinfiovates diſlikes to the: nd” 
as hs oppolition advances, ſo'the « ſouſt does: 
too, till'at laſt the Scene ſhifts, and the Perfont 
are. r war. than the Opinions... But we: 
need got thus derive a proof fromthe cauſes, whea 
the ig Joes too demonſtrably atteſt ic ſelf by | 
the effe#s; for what iſſues are there of the mor. }|. 

iky0d: which d6-not plentiful Ep 8 | 
this ie eo a  Huvs 6 lire we k ou 7 


/*"rwere ſcarce offble A 
for | 
= 2 


fe for 


ceed were? 


L Cha! no: | = As They ſopplant © Charity. ie" 279 
= W for is many 'of the Yadgar, to be Tech Bigots int 
4 * cheir ſeveral faQtions ; for alas, their Tatellefts 


1} are generally roo 'grof,, to'have any; ety ; ] 
>| hHenlion'of the Points they contend for; thei 
| Leaders only give them' ſome general Ninh Boop] no- 
| #ons, juſt enough” to Jeon, their iſp leaſure 
' againſt all Diffenters, and then their « * muſt 
b- +preſeatly be call'd'z2a/, and inſtead of the more 
.uneaſie'task 'of ſuppreſſi their paſſion, this ex- 
. i arg at once-to hallow and gratifie" ir * ir : 
ridicui ous bn octane; & 


wing be- ne ie eek che phe not 
believers, but wee know, not , 
«Can: nt] 


*% A 


F- ihven hr rH Tir theſe. Gowns, Fes YN 
2} rancours are but the' firſt bognd of x ; Sire 

1 | | evorention, when this Jevez js once Ns 

| ickly difuſe ir Telf, and both jogse al won 
” Þ be - tainted with _ | wh 
2 -- fo ar ulency  and' bitreenelh, "els mango LW 
FT - think the Difpucants had'pur off hugh of H»- 
,  maenity," before they cqme thus to bc 'of D#- 
vinity.” Fhe R—_ of the Ton e< wb 2 Piece 
of” morality which fober-nature gi 


; yet 1n'this inſtance mary even of our gronelt 
; Scholars ſeem' totally to have unlearnt; For whe- 
F. ther we conhider the unſeemly reproaches, or - 
© $ T 2 $i 
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a. milder...» .zawe thay : lerel ,-. ior doow, that. } 
Das eg be i eG 
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HO q- AS i : guns Sous 4s words AS FU 
ChaÞ./ro? « they ſupplent Charity,” © _28r 
againſt one another,” rhere'is a cloſer inlpeQion 
made, every poſition is ript up, andcurivully dif- 
 ſefted, to'fee what Embryo is in its womb, what 


ſeeds there are of monſtrous produQtions, which 
though perhaps the native wines; bo che Prin- 
ciple would never have animate. ,' yer tlie preter-' 
- * natural heat of an Antagoniſt can quickly harch 
them. (like the Chickens at grand Cairo) intolife, 
and vigorous being : and if by a long chain of 
(perhaps fallacious) Inferences, ſome ſuch Im- 
purarion is faſtned 'ypon a Theſis,” then all 'who' 
embrace that,” are charg'd alſo with all this fx- 
rious brood, thoygh they 'never ſo ſolemaly re- 
nounce/and diſtlaim them. A prafticefure'very © 
uncharitable ;* for ſuppoſe ſuch *conſequences ne-' 
ver fo regularly deduced from my opinioy, 'yerſo* 
long as 1 Teriouſly 'difavow' and - dere” rhem, 1" 
may indeed be thought *n?wiſe in got diſcerning 
the*connexion, but Tar not i»p70vs.” So that" 
inlels want pf Logict he'a damning fin, no man” 
cadHehce be auchoriz'd to pronounce mie repro-" 
"batt: andT cannot think that God, whoſe rigor: 


7 bends againſt the faulrs-of our is, rather than 


24 our»nderftanidings, and who at the laſt great Af. 
rs | Fehr een hed Conſ&ences lomtheJa-! 
4 dicatureuponsus, wilt ever ſeqtence me for thoſe ' 
7  dedut#ons, how horrid ſoever,whichT never made” 
4 mine,” or that 'I' (hall ever find my ſelf in Hell 
$ for a" »ifper/nafon which I never entertain'd., 
T Butrhereare ſome whoſe Cenſures are not ſo ar- 
| "fees yer no lels ſebvre, who'beg their Pofiw." 
1 (4/5 20d raking it for granted that ſuch'and-- 

4 TY T $' fuch 


Bu PNchicfs afifing from Diſputes, Chaycros, Þ}| 
bare the only ſanQified-Opinions, make them } 
q Shibolerh by which to: diſcriminate nor-only_ - 
icir ow Friends, but God's too, lock up Perc Fr 
Sazes againſt any who bring.not that Ticket for | . 
admurtagice ;andrhough they make the way wide 5 | 
enough to receive the moſt over grown Sinver of * 
Eirown Opinion, yet they pronounce it impoſe - 
ſihletorhe #ricteſt piety of a Diſſenter.. Andups 
&n ſuch grounds 25 theſe do. we mutually doom: - 
one anothet toperdition, never conſidering, "that ' 
whilſt we. ſo. WO preſage others Damoationz, 1 
we feally. prepare for our own. Alas; our eager» | 
. neſs to beat the. Furnace ſeven. "times hotter for all © 
that bow not to our diftates; does but expole us to. 
the, fate of Nebachadnez.zar's Officers, Dan: 3, * 
tobe our. felves conſum'd-in that flame, whereig, | 
we catther. - Tix indeed to be wiſhr we would: | 
ceale to. invade God's peculiar, by judging tholp, 
thas mult ſtand or fall ro him: bur! ifwe will. 
needs take his office, *ris but equirable. we-take- | 
this ru/es too; 4nd in our Wrath remeber. Mercy. 
"But God be bleſſed %is. che Judgment of our-ape. |. 
right, yet graciow Malter, that ſhall foally.deter+ | 
-mige.us.;, and not that of our.paſſionate. fellow-. ' 
ſexvants : [feheleavere icreverlible, and the Key | 
of. the bottomleſs pic were..in ug. cuſtoay, -W8-- 


* 


might give. Satan-« Writ of Ezfe, diſcharge him. 
Re Grd 
more. to. walk about as-2;-L:0m;; but might {tll* } 
liejn his Dex, and we. ſhould bring jo prey cnough | 
ro glut the. Devourer : For-could we-execnre: all: | 


we condern, we might «sk.the Diſciples qdefon, i 
eip Y "7 


_ 
#f 
o 

* 


. Chap.z0. «5-they ſupplant Charity.r © 2Þg 
- Matt. 19.25. Who then can be: ſaved 2 But as:theſc 
ſevere cenſures, area. preſent violation of Charity, 
ſorhey tend to the perpetuating .it:by obſtructing 
. a.returato that unity of Judgment, which might 
make up-the very originel breach ; for while men 
reciprocally load-each- orhers:opinions:and- per- * 
ſons with deteftable-imputations, if they ;really 
ſpeak what they-think, they do ſtill-more y 
imprels-upon'.themlelves the prejudice to 
- which: they /accuſe, '( hatred as*well as love ga- 
. thering ſtrength by being aQuated ;.) but if -they 
do indeed got believe their own charge;;. yet ha- 
_ ving -once-made it, either upon Intereſt or Pafli- 
on,?tis'nor probablethey will want pride tomain- - 
tain-it; and when we- conſider:how ruling a 
piece of carnality that is, we cannot 'wonder it it 
indiſpoſe-men; to retreations.. I wiſh: we! had 
 Not::too many, and too. late inſtances of fome 
Whoſe. weigbtieſt 04jedi0». againſt a cauſe, has 
been their owa former 2o/exce againſtit. When 
_ mo m__ _ the brand of Herelie, _ 
phanenelſs or :Blaſphemy upon an opizzon, they 
think they cannot ads Nd any Proſe- 
trees, - without either ſeeming to «fume thoſe 
Guilts, or at leaſt that of. having falfy charg'd 
them upan- others :--and+ the Horns of ſuch a 
| Nilemma do ſo gore their reputation, that it often 
temptsro-falyethat with the. wounding of Conſci- 
ence, and- perſuades them' rather-to-reject-theip 
coovittzons, than expoſetheir: gredies. \. And cer- 
inly were this the. qnly' ilÞ conſequent of Qur. 


. 


Figarqus accuſations, je wauld by enough to pre- 
oak OE *  Judieg 


| 558 we «£, 
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\ da though chey ai not'with Reg | 
W they are:rhoft'ass 
pr err Ng oo deem an held | 
-our eager conteſts have.upon our «ions, «we ſhall | 
| pmpmerqatible to. ouriwords, And... . FF 
firſt ly;; tis apparent in too many,” that. 
they are mlb epabaroris the common: offices 
of:humanity'rotheir-own Se&: and others who 
_donot fo,7yet/ſhew'ſo grear'ipartiality:in; 
{ing themg-asdiſcoversthe:Name of: Chriftizek | 
 abrhalt ſo.ccharming;” av:thar of their.own wn part? 
-exvar' Faition.) : Werevinftances of this hind: as - 
wxedfulas they are! \namervss,' 'twereealic ito give | 
multitudes: bur: Þ chink-:none thar-+has Tiv'd in 
bat late confaſions-can' have'wanted occaſions: of: 
GM in! others; | atiJeaſt;/ if-not in himlſolfis | 
ror et Oe are ſcarce» worth 'our- none 
when there-are fo. many” Poſitive atts-of unkinds.:* 
neſ3-{o'vitble-among us? They know'lirtle: of _. 
ancient; and-lefs of mode Tirhes, : thatare- unac? FT 'B 
quainted! with-che --mrival perſecurions,; /which al: I & 
moſt att; parties. have: alcernately- rais'd, -.one- 
againft another-among-Chriſtians : 'Confiſeationst 4. 
and:Baniſhments,; Gibbers' and Flames 31 Weapons Þ ' 
God>knows:muct too:carnab fora ſpiricuabway. | + 
fare; yoo much-mnore:in aſe than: hoſe S:Pauk | 
recommends:ro”.7 19morhy,, gentleneff, and meek in- 
ftracting.of x 5 ng te Tre 25,426. And when | 
"tisconlider'd:tharthoſe/Oppoſersitoo-wereHeas | 
thous, wall be: TORI a APD 3-1 | 
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| Severity ſhoul@'be allowable/to Brerbrex, - which 


was interdiQted*againſt Aliens>Is tian eaſier 
erimeto reje& ehie' entire bo  ofthar Faich which 
was once delivered to'the- Saints,” than-to differ 


. {th6explication of ſome v#e branebof it'?iNuy, 


# " 


perhaps only of ſome corollary and Jeduttior from 


\ 48; which, as farasit RE 


and therefore*can'no more cottmand my. affert 


tj «che-moſt that can''de affirmed" of our diffe- 


Tences; ' For” almoſt what: Party is there which 
'} dothnotavowedlyownall thar Fairh whicticon- 
| _ Ricuted the firſt Chrr#ians ?: Would God' we'idid 


a5 uiifotmly embrace the Charity too;-and lien 


| moſt of ouridiſpuces |would'be- ſuperſeded; var 
} - feaſt-{6'calm's, *thar-chere ſhould: be none: of 
4 thoſe: 'deftruQiveeffets which pare ewe 


duce: For alas, /how'many funeral piles has 


'F prepoſterous zeal: kindled ! So that--what! ſome 
| - faid of Draco's Laws; may. roo-juifly be-applied. 
+ ro our Arguments, | that: they have been writra- 


\ | ther in b/ood\ than: D»k; Bur ns Chriſt-whew/be 
| forewarn'd his Diſciples of the eaſuing perſecuti: 


Þ 25:if Chriſtians: werevemulons of every: 
4 of Fenib cruely, »we tranſeribe'thar'part-ofthe 
| copy-too, and'either: by” caufſeſs excommunica- 


” ht 6. wad aw" no” _ 6 ndhin, od 2: of _— 


\Þ _ on, (tells theto;: nor. only they: ſhall be killd;' bur 


they ſhall be put bur-of the'Synagogue : Sonow 


£ £ . 
. 
bk 7 


ting-orbers;-or ſeparating our ſelves, we deny'the 


| beockt ofpublick Communion to each other And | 
} thisisapreaterſeverity:than the former, by how 


tnuch'more implacable-our hare is againſt what 
T2. Ei. 700% CS ITT M5, 68 WIE. WH 
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[LS tb 


| Fecount error, than-what:we.know to be-vice; | 
end:by how much+ the concerns 'of the Sou/-are Þ 


moreeſtimable-than thoſe of the Body. . The in- 4 | 
veteracencls of. thoſe. .Feads which riſe from |} 


3h. mtr a be diſcovered in this A | 


oatrages which may- render. him unworthy ta |} 
live; yet whea we. proſecute. him to —_ we | 
willingly afford-him all helps towards- his f#care © 

- Mate, and no'man-is ſo inhumane as to refuſe tq 

pray, ether for-or.m/th a MalefaQor.; yet ſome 
few: feenlative differences. are ſuch a gylph be- 
ewixeus, that wecannot mectevenintbat we all 


acknowledge our-common Duty, \The Worſhip of 
our God-.' Certainly:among all the accyried 1ffues - 
of qur- contention, there is -none more malignang | 
and criminel,-than-rhis of Sc4i/mrand Separation, 
and would men judge diſpaſſionately, more irra- 
' tional ro0--- For doubtleſs were pur caſe ftated-tq_ 
avi/:fober' Heathen,. he-would never be able to 


advantage and neceſſity. of Prazer, confels.. the 
ſamg;God, have the ſame common wants in this 
world; and hopes.jn the next, may not ask in the 
Game Form and in the ſame Place. Alas, is-it 
riot: endughto be ar diſtance-where we: differ, .but 
mifiwe: be. ſoallq where we agree? Is Unity {ſo 
dreadiu].co-us; that-we multatiwovrraditions Q 
eſcape zt?+ Surely this is a Franger faſcination. ir | 
thesd pirit of. Diviſion, chan-thar in'-tbe-Golpet: 
Demtoniacky: whichenabled bin to break all b 
jaſunder,, and ker, ablors the approaches of 
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mlitance;- let a man have committed all the | 


gueſs, why they. who. equally: acknowledge the | 
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_ * 4410 pe lnugis urgingsSaytbar we ought not 0 pray 
+. expraſſcns of the Fathers are prod 
" cale 


thee, thou Feſus the, Son of God, art thou. came. #0 


f  corment us? Who knows what a. powerful Ex- 


orciſm the united interceſions of the Chriſtian 


' exted our quarrels, God might have found away 


to have: compos'd them, though. we could. not; 


; ES and our ears might have cemented thoſe breaches 


f which. our diſſexts made, but our Separation wi- 


dens. I know the venerable names ot the SanRi- 


ons of Hh Church, the Hundred-thirty ſeventh 


Canon..of:\the. Code of the, Nniverſal Church, 


: 


which ſays in expreſs terms, "Or: s #6 vibes 1 


is 
this 


Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, and very (many- warm 
4 Buttill weexcommunicate with the- Tears 


. and Sorrows, and publick concernmeat of the pri- 


mitive Chriſtians, whorefus'd alla&ts of kindneſs 


' bnly, our of love, and the moſt ardgat Charity, 


we.may. by no:means lay claim to.their pattern, 
whoſe:eltrangements only flow from -maliceand 
iavererare. hate... Would. ws indeed comport 


with the Example of choſe happy Times, we ſhould 


have ſear'd-the gilt of Schiſm-in; our ſelves fo 
much; as; not-to -have-lightly charg'd it tipon 


dthers.;' we ſhould haveprayed for the converſion 


of Diſſeiters, not laid Anathema's upon them, and 


- prayed for their confaſion.S. Pavly we ſee, Heb.io. 


25. reckons the for/aking of Aſſemblies, as a de- 
iree;. at leaſt preparative-of Xpoſteſie ; and from 


His tiny 4heoughane: All the purer: Ages of che 
EIS: + Te nuns RM 


' © Church 


Citarch the hol y Fathers have generally branded 
i 5 the highett - "ang" no' marvel, for 
is one of thoſe Gyant-] ke fins,” which not only” . 
- oppreſles* mov, but invades" even God' Plimſelf./ 
"Tis*the mangling and: aſſaffinaring that to. 
which Chriſt owns an inſeparable connexion; the 
_ pitting him'to head ſcatter'd limbs, inſtead of 
att entire compatt body, asif we meant to refute: 
SiPeiil;ſhew him *tis poſſible that Chri#t my be = 
divided, Good God! whatfball: Sie fay when' we 
ſes' Heathen'Souldiers eftimite Chrift S coat hight. 
er than Chriſtiansdo' his body : they chonght rhe + 
t00\g0od" robe parted, but we ceaſe riot to. 
hes th heard were mare. 
3; make it 8 part of our Religion'to'do fd; 


derthat Title we have enfhrin'd- "them; we rake. 
m6ts'barbirous Immolations'than ever-themoſt 
fa meer did. They facrificed ſome: few 

obje ' Love, | their Children, but we fa- 
beet eition,” and'thitkour Zebl'labe-! 
warns cill it Have reduced our” Chirity"to' "aſhes," 
ION coinpate 'theſe *out Diviſions,” 


ere recepts'of Unity, Loaveand Mee 
a Ins we there CS | 
And-then how-ridiculous"ivit, to pretehd a Zeal" 
ro:thar Goſpel, whoſe very # ions weun--. 
define 2 Peace is ar ones the Meſſing 7 and dity'of- 
Chriftiins#nd* thoſe hews\of PerubebRelo Con-' 


reſts which violate+t,” WM Eertaraly neve# ſerve; 


eomake a ke An@rhs 
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al Charity ceaſe to bean Effential;pare £-of 
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/were10:;1n plain 
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"roſs: of abertiog them, 


that. Racks 


the 


396. Michie, rife from Diſpute, "Chapite; 
eceſſerium, and think the propagatigg 


1091 4 ſervice ts God, as willju- | 


ſire hs he the” moſt interdiffed inftruments, 
imate' "the" moſt enormous "Commiſſions, "that 
they can phanſic contriburtiveco that j gs Endj Þ' 
And moreovercommute-for the' os 4 of Pra-. Þ 
Fick duties in the general traft of 
ſhall not here vrge the hazard of mens erring in 
che"choice"of opinions,” -nay; the certaingy that ' 
of many oppoſite one'only can be the right; and 
then to all ſuch as mils thar; 'their very ground. 
work fails thee.” 1 ſhall only confine my ſelf to; 
ma 4 uc#xhis | uahon has on þ "4 
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F - not/the-whole of their Duty ;-thoſe Ordinexces,: 
| [ though perhaps ſomewhat dulerated by -Rabbs- 


| #ica/ mixtures, yet for the main were 7»ſtirared: 


- by God himſelf, and that with a deſign'of diſcri- 
| minating and ſe them-from-che-reſt:of 
'- the wor ds any along AI 2 
ns theſe, might -have an aptneſs'to excite 

| preſumption: : -But-alas, - the caſe is otherwiſe 
+ with moſt of us;-rhey: are nor" the- Revelations 
of God's will, 'not the Te#emenr.of our ofingRe- 

| deemer,, but ſome Codicils/ and: Annexes 


50 own wel ea ve | 
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Y 3 re! g>..T poekre op he ous fr but. in 
Me: ma tice of Tobprer: 9 it ſelf, which is defam'd; 
4 anditrady Iby MR ſe fanders, WE aiftat.ourpre- 


{4 ; How ſro en to-wice 3; 


* yeral. parties; apho.morer the mimer 

- ighan; purit3iof:their Profeſſors, diſcerning how 

y 6 SUL 1the-ſcaſual part:of Mankind ſtartles.ar-1 the 
© Kriftneſs; of Golpel:precepts, are adutirionets 
_ "take of. that diſcouragement,; not by/convincio 
- 'themo therealdivide ſweetneſs wo eakacs 
4 .of them. but by ;debaſing.and: accommodating 

* i Ie pr mo res : Yet:here Men 

©7F - proceed alike, ſome uſe Chriſt's yoke, as 

 'F -Haranich did-thatof Jeremy, break.i itquite :off3 
7 - athersooly.effay:tollacken.-and-alleviate it, that 
2 . it-may a panel Joni Ren w/elvery 


from ED os to- ED are ' qual 
$3 a 
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evenof Chrift'sas wellas Mofesr's Law, or if ſome 


ofthe allow it to remain-an-impotent direQor, 


yer while chey-affirm that God ſees no. ft in bis. 
#{c#, orif-he do, behol para a ol does 
the harmleſs fails of his Child; rather with /wilcs 
than auger, they make the wol«tions of it fo ſafe, 
m__ ET. to-bema yarmeng, m_— | 
zdrogating 2nd thus 'eneryating '2-law, the azfe-: 
repre 1s-merely:verbal. » w ak 


Rene and partial gloſſes, ſeek to mollifie the ſeve- 


rity.of Chriſt's Commands. That cantrive-for. |. 


* « 
= 5 
=H 
4 © 1 
SF 
ard; * 


inſtead of | 


ce more: | 


thejr Clients not-the weep: of Qbeying, but 
arts of Eſcaping them. Like the awju# 
teach their Lord's Debtors towriee Fift 
# Henared; and decide Caſes of Conſei 
according tothe ixtereftsand peſionsof Men, than- 
Cope of Chriſt. | There are a Generation. of. 

0,of whoſe Dexterity inthis faculty the world 


them, g fort of caſe Caſxiſts who ſeem to have 
erefted a Court of Eqaity to relieve Men againlt. 
fs rigoar of divine Lam ; and. there is little 

ubt but they ſhall find 0 465 rape. to make 
\ſych epprale ; Men love tobe C 


narrow way, make it a road ag-well forthe Beaſt 
38 the Mo, the 6r#ci/h /enſveh, as well as rational 
#ivine Part of ys, no wonder though Sholes of 


= Convert / | 


"PF. theiſecond ſort are ſome, who by-indul-. - | 


hes taken ſo much. notice, that 1 need not name. 


to be Chriſtians as cheap} - 
as they can, and therefore will-cloſs nib - 
Ohile which offers the eaſieſt terms ;” Andithen. 

thile theſe ſpiritual Pioweers dothus enlarge the. 


be 
ONT 


a general Jubilee and manumiſſion from the bond | 


! 
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| 


- rebound: ie may conduce-to their 
.chink 'ie- impoſſible ic ſhould do fo, let them - 
'-cohlider that a our various Opinions ſome 


| Chapiri: cher engage upon It Arts, Be. 299 
Converts throng into them. But tis to be-con- 
'  fider'd that all this while this is winning Proſe- 


lytes to themſelves,not to God:; thegaining them 
toa SetF, not a Religion; at leaſt norto thar pure 
religion,and undefiled, whichthe grand Author of 
our Faith has both exemplified; and propos'd to 
us; for how much thatſuffers by this way of pro- 


| pugning private opinions, is more than enough 


reat. Yet:ſo. ambitious are our prime lea- 
ders of ſuch Trophies, that in order £o them ſome. 
are{aid to. aſcend-yet a'ſtep higher, and beſides 
this-general encouragement they give to Mens 


| Luſts by e«biag of Reftraints; doin ſome caſes 


aQually promote and excite: them. For when 


| 1 they ſee « licentious :-perſon: whoſe acque#- they 
L > to their _y they have artifices 


juage 

of -fomenting; his riots, ot only take off the 

bridle, bur- uſe the [por alſo, hopin Rn the 
any 


there are which ſell Heaven much cheaper than 
others: dare, that allow ſuch eefie arroninents as 
the moſt habituc! ſinner need not deſpair of : 


_ and then the moft infallible means to aſcertain 
Tuck to thar ſide, is ro make them too bad for any 


other. For when a Man is reſolute to keep his 
fins while he /ives, and _—_ unwilling to relin- 
quiſh all Zopes when he ates, 'ris more than 

bable he will embrace that profeſſion which bids 
faireſt ro the reconciling thoſe ſo diſtant inte- 
reſts ; and therefore the ang waefaftor he = 


-the more:ſure heiwill-be[2o fy c0:abe horns of this | 

Altay;; "the-inearer ſinking; theupter to.catch-at . 
theſe reeds;::foithat cthe:Project is-not:impolitick, 
thoughGod knows ſo'i»prowe, that /tis muchfit» | 
rer tor the School -of Machiavel than rof 'Chrift;; 
and ſeems-to-verifie that-imputarion;as/toaipart | 
of-Chriſtians;; which: Je/ian once: as 'falfly as ma+ 
liciouſly affixt-upon'the whole : That their Charch 
wei an Aſylum and {anttuary for the et gin 
offenders, and protected thoſe guiltts ta which no other | 

- Religivi| allaved any Expiation.': *Tis indeed-ſo - 
hocrid that: Ecannot-think there are many Conf: | 

- exces ſo: cauteriz'd: by this fiery- zea/as toradmit | 
at yet that ſome/havedone'it, there ts:roo much Þ - 
certainty;-and therefore ?tisno improperinſtance Þ 
4n--our:-preſent. argument. ;: for if Mens eagernef | 
t0-ſupport their ſeveral ſides, can tranſport:them' Þ 
40: fuch ''arremprs ' as. theſe," *tis abundant,:Evi- F' 
dence how much{Chriftianity loſes:by'theſe.con- * 

_ ecſts of '\under-faQtions, , which. while they' pre- | 
tend to guard, do indeed invage her under berowan © | 
-: BU'FT- beſides the:faults: Men commit with 
this-immediate avow'd affect upon their Religion, 
there are-others which lily ſhroud: thenifelves | 
under: the' s&rre: of its mantle ;: I mean thoſe Sins | 
of common life,” which though: they pretend:riot | 
to advance the cauſe,” yet-when aQted by a Zealot | 
are. thought:/to- be overwhelm'd: by-his heroick 
-Piety. Indeed Men who:make:themſelves-ſo much 
work:about others;/azrh, are ſeldom; ar-leifure to 
regulate their own-pragticex.and fo have no = 
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of ſtating: their: Accounts withGo, but by: ba- 


||  Jancing+the excef of the» qnc/againſt the dafev?s 


of:the- other::: -How:fiich reckonings will;paſs 
the grand Audit, *tis think not hard to:divine ; 
but' in the-interimy. it keepsthem 4hery: ebearful 
and ſecure, ; teaches 'them-a Receipt to:retdin-all 
their Sizs,: and-yet>lofe:none of::their:cdvfidence x 


{o-that-whenthey:have.immerſt themſelves ia: all 
-filchineſsboth-bf::Fleſhand Spirit,.;they;can truſt 
__ . »their+zeal t$03refine them-(fronm all that Drofs. 
::Nor doesit 0aly thus reconcile them to'their own 


vices, but toother Mens alſo, whoſe moſt brutiſh 


i;fenſualities they-can look on» with:perfeRt:pati- 
- -ence;-nay even Atheiſm: it i felt. :can: have; fair 


Quarter : They are-not much diſcompoſed to-ſee 


+ :{Men have »o Religion, *tis only the.having one dif- 


Ferent from their own that awakes:their indigna- 
tion; then like Sau! when ſeiz'd on by:the ev/ 
ſpirit, they caſt about their Javelins, think nori- 


| SUE nM on ſuch-a provocation ;. yet-even 
er 


e they have intervals, and the very ſame per- 


ſons whoare thus at odds upon a religiams, can 


- unite upon'@ vi#/oz5-account: Thoſe who mutu- 


ally denounce damnation tocach other, ican with 
| .-full accord combine in thoſe prad#ices which wall 

-aſcertainit to-them both, as it they fo much fear'd 
'+t0 - have their, predjeions defeated, that they 


would be eactr others convoy tothe land of dark- 


. neſs. Thoſe.that will:by no means-meet at the 


Church, know not when to part at the Taverz, 


- and though they will not joyntly partake of:the 
Cup of the Lord, are-yet very lociable-at the Cop 


of 


zoe AMſchief3 arifing from Diſputes, Chapera.. 
of | Devils; . I mean- thoſe exceſſive debauches, | 
which -are 2: moſt acceptable drink offering':to 
thoſe infernal Spirits. : Have we not-ſeen many: 
whoſe diftant' opinions have faſtned upon one: | 

another the brand of Antichriftiaxiſm, who have' ' |. 
yet-like: Gog and. Mgop joyn'd agaioft the holy: 
Ciry? And thoſe: who could:never agree on the! 


way of ſerting up Chrift's:Throwe, have yet been. | 


very unanimousin-piillingdownthe Kne's, Thus 
pe do: we-juitle one another out: the rerrow 43 
p«th that jeads-to life, bur: can:-hand 4n hand-runt | 
our Career in'the-broad way of deſtrufQtion. - And 


doubtleſs rhis great unevenneſs, theſe ſpiritual | 3 


feuds, ' and- carnal endearments between} the |. 
ſame perſons; this: impernowe. zeal, and. as impe-: | 


twouriufts inthe ſame breaſts:could never be, 'did' ' | 


not Men'depend l 
think jt-will commure, and -fatisfie for the orher.- Þ 
Buralas,.-how groundleſs a Preſumption- this iis, Þ 
the-whole tenour of the Goſpel does abundantly: 


fo confidently on: the oze, as to' | 


witneſs. Inall that grand Charter where is there” | 


the leaſt clauſe importing ſuch an immuzity? I 


am ſure there-are multitudes that aſſert the con-' | 


Tracy. Indeed the whole frame of the Evangeli- 


_ 'cat Covenant istotallyagainſt it: That requiring' | 


an entire uniform SanCtity, and- allowing no 
——_— to the finapf the moſt knowing 
Profeſſors, but a preheminence in phniſbment, the 
being beaten with many __ And when tis 
conlider'd that the exd of all Religion is- but the 
drawing us to a conformity with God, the impre(- 
fing on us ſome CharaQterof his eternal "——_— 
8 


— 
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and holineſs, 'twill be as abſurd. as impious ts be- 
lieve-that our. zca/ to any Religion can abſolve us 
from that purity which is the end and defign of all. 
And while. this'is the way Men take to a 


© their piety, 'ris-no marvel tofind-ſo mary Chri- 
- Rtians, and fo: {reve Chriſtianity in the World 2 


for that is not to be eſtimated by the\nunbey of its 
Profeſſors, but by their :Obediexceto-its Rules, 
and: he that gives up his #«we to it and" not his 
heart, will receive as little adventagey it, as he 


| brings: hononr to it; and: how little that is in re- 


ſpeR of its internal Efficacy, is I preſume compe- 


, tent evidenced. 


BUT thar we may more throughly diſcern 


; | how univerſally deſtruQtive our wreng/ings are 


" tot, in all its concerns, let us. a little examine 


whether they do not endamage ir even in re- 


| ſpeRt of outward profeſſion alſo. This may ſeem 


AY, Query to-thoſe whothink their diſputes 
about Religion are to denominate them- the 


| great confeſſors of the, Age: yer certainly there 


is but roo- much ground not only for the enquiry, 


' but to-reſolve it in the effirmative. And if it 


prove ſo, *twill infer but ſadly to:thoſe who ha-. 
ving laid the whole ſtreſs of their Hopes upon 
their zeal to advance their Faith, will be found to 


have pul"d down more than they have-builr up. 


Now Chriſtianity may in reſpe& of profeſſion 
decay two ways, cither in its-hopes, or in'its poſ- 
[efon, the ane in relation to 41zexs; the other to 
ws The firſt*by ' hindring the acceſs of 
pew Conyerts, the ſecond by ſtaggering or aliena- 

| 7 ting 


tidg the 0/4, and both-theſe ways: ſhe vifibly.ap: 


. 


pears'to:ſuffer by our' diviſions, And fuft ifxwe 1 


conſult but our experience; if-we truſt but-out 


ownobſervations; we cannot/butconfeſs thathe : | 


Goſpel has Jong been. ata great ſtand':; That 


char $8» which at. its fitſt ariſing was like.Ds; | 
vid's,Pſal. 1g. furrounded:the world ina vigoraus 


efficacious motion;- is fince become like. Foſone's, 
Joſo..20. 12.:arreſted.in its courſe; neg: > 
' atkeah's, gone backward, :1/a. 38.8. 


Fle. 
(if not Paganiſm ) baving long taken. u p ies tons * 


in-divers.of the moſt flouriſhing Apoſtolick Plan- 


tations. A ſad change, that from the daily and - 
numerous acceſſionofthefirſt times,itſhould gow | 
become a kind of Prodggy, a piece of news, ſcarce : 
heard in an Age,that one ſingle Proſe/yre is gain'd Þ 
to the Church; yet that thus it-is, is too-obvious Þ 

to. be denied.' "And' truly! it is not much -leſs'ap- | 
parent that our:diſſentions have. in a great. degree | 
contributed:toit.. For firſt,- as to the extirpation ' | 


of the Eaſtern; Churches, he that ſhall-examine 


the records of thoſe times, will have cauſe to fay, 4 


their /Jangling and Diviſions were not only 1n a 
moral or divine, but even ina 29% natural ſence, 
the Inftruments:of ir. - The Twrt © 

at thoſe breaches which.chemſelves had made,nor 
haditheir CaaleFick probably been removed, had 
they nor firſt abus'd-its /zghr, to:the:ſetting them- 
ſelves-in Cor:buſtion, - That the ſame cauſe has not 
yet had the ſame efe& among us, :is. owing not to 
its unaptneff to produce it," but to the admirable 
patience and; merey. of, God, who: yet A 
> FS, | tial 
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1 inquiſh all ; to obliterate thoſe native impreſions 
| ;of Piety and Honeſty they brought with them in- 
\. tothe world, '{d that if we expeAt'any Proſelyres, 
+ it muſtbe only ſuch as would live ofa than mere 
þ .z&ure allows them. | 


that fatal Judgment, which we' doour parts'to 


pull. upon our: ſelves ; our mutual [ violences 


- againſt 'one another hereih yaliappily combining 
- andrnaking one united force againſt usall; : Bur 


chough the d/vze goodneff hath hitherto'fo coun- 
terthined*our: rreathery: ro/onr:{elves,: as not 
ſuffer us to,enjoy" that tate of'darkiſels we: 

ſo courted, yet cerrainly our conttutions: are ex 
tremely accefſary ro the continuing it uponothers, 
our many zewand renaring lights, however they 
fail of having'that properry-of the Pillar of 'Fire, 


| Exod. r4.' of-illuminating; and; condufting*the 
| 7/raclites, 'yet*tr00 much gofiver its other," in bes 
' F< Mr and \ darkneff. to the: fig yptrans; 


FMCTe Dt ing ſcarce'any thing/more.: 
peehebeanis of the Sur of Righreo 


eſs from 


7 the Heathen world, every of thoſe Lirgle encloſures 
| onrFaQtionshavemnadein cheChurch;:becoming_ 
| US prearipariition-walltokeepotherspur of it. This 


y be'made evident in ſeveral reſpets.” As firft, 
in relation''to'thoſe. many: '2wral obliquiries in 


| which-our ca diſputes do (as hath/already_ 
/* been ſhewed) betray us, which cannot but:give 
' fo much /caxd/ to any conſidering Man, that we 


can ſcarce hope anyican turn to'us as to a better 


F Religion, but wilt rather thiok it:the way to re- 


BUT 


© BUT this though'as importarit a confiders- 
tionas can well be, Iſhall not hors inſift on, has 
ving in the ſecond'SeQtion given ſome inftancey 
how apt'our Morality is to defame our Divinity, 
and confirm-men in Oppolition to'it-' But thou 
this be & great, yet tis not the only/means'] 
. which our Diſſeozions hinder the oft 
Goſpel, for" they do-not only ma 


Thiſe-do ſo buſis'and'engrols- us, that there is 
neither leifure nor heart left for this, Our —_ 
are ſo+ ged- at home in aſl 


i» © y- , . 


Roor.of Chriſtian Religion, which they have for | 
_ thele little Twigs an "Off ſer which they have - 
planted in their own Gardens; how many 
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Twfdels lefh | 


*toireceive it,” but! ws to propagate it. | 


ir” private :quarrels, that all fuch forei ni » | 
For as in Civil, ſoin Ecckſughh. || 


aret re any that havethe like carefor the main | 


muft -we look-back to find'a Man that has' mate $ 


his buſineſs roconvert J»fidels'to the Faith? *Tis : 


-xrue indeed:there are ſome- very: magnificent mu Y 


'larions of woders: attempts this way, of great.inl. ÞF * 


duftry ſane; have us'd to bring'the moſt ſavage 


Nations to the obedience of Chriſt : buc'if- we Ls 3 | 


examine, 'twilt be-obvious, the main defign-was 7 S 


tr ſubje& them to themſelves. 'Twas not ſo-much 4 
their Heatheniſm as their territories they invaded, ./; 


« 


and” : 
7 
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and ſuch 4po#ies astheſeareillqualified to make. 


; S$. Paul's profeſſion; 's Cor: 12:16. 1 ſeek not 


but you. And the ſucceſs of ſuch Eſſays have 
been anfiverablero-the. mative;; they have won 
Riches but not: Save, The Gofpebinone handand 


a:Sword:in the atheri has made: many S/eves; but 


'< Lg fon few.ChriZians./;Indecd, what ENCOurage- 


had, thoſe-poor-creatures to: receive: 2 -Re- 
from-theirQppreſſors?; Why-ſhould they 


comcera'd. to. ave-theip-Soult? 


» WECre 


| Oe roles. 


1 bicants, In hore his. Gnafacanehadof 
+ - which firſt planted the Church, to: be likely to 
i. | advance-i -its growth: {ſo that: andtinding all 


elizing, as too widely diffets' from; that 


retences this kind, we may- reſume: our a> 
rtion, and-conclude, that ur inteftine' diſcords 
raps not thoſe.alone) have diverted the Ze? 


| þ4 < f chis- more Chriſtian undertaking, 'and left a 
F great part of the world .uader that invincible Ig- 
| 1 -norance S. Paul mentions, Rom. 10. 1 


'they-call ou him, in whom they have not belie- - 
und, and how ſhall they believe in him, of whons they - 
' heve not beard; 4nd hom ſpall they hear without s 

. preacher ? 


zob Ilahafs ring from Diſputes G—_ | 

2 and-God knows whether we. have.not | 
n provided beter pies wy our 
own. ne” 1}-36 aion35 ied. Fm 


: 4 THERE &: yer-another! way!by: which one. 
'impederhoit 


ans ow Os res 
ggy="oo- ag 2 


nimetanan: And chis-alas, lems tockajed 

exata parallel of the: preſent caſe; we:Ghrifti- 

ans: doi\ſe.mutually.'damn one--another, that;a ! 
[poor Twrkorifdeathen; will think, he rather multi. © 
plies:than: ends his Danger iby 'alfociating- -him-- } 
ſelf” with us; for. chere being. ſo many _—_ 
' which ſoever hie- Joyns himſelf'to, there; will -be | 
abundant odds apaioſt him ;/ſo that if he could ho | 
fecur'd the truth were among us,-yet the gra | 
difficulty of finding it our,” would be a very dif- | 
heartening conſideration. + Beſides, Men love'in 
tranſattions of great importance to have as many .. 
and as: credible vouchers as my -be, and | 
{ I 
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thatifcore *Ftwill ſure be but a cold induceretic to. 


_ any to curb Chri#127, to foreſee;that' when he has 


done f6, tie ſhall be diſov»'d by far the greater” 


part of that numbec;and thatat his entrance into 


' the Chorth, he (hall bemer' with almoſt as'tha- 


ny Apathenid's; as when he was an Tefidel. . Nay; 


| - Tfcarceknow Whetlier Tmay*'call itan entrance 


into the Church, or rather inroa Converticle, of 
particular C egragarie, out Schiſths and Separa- 
tions having hardly: lefr'a poſſibility of external 
communion with the axtverſal Church, ſince the 
Communicaring withone part. of it, does itifal- 
libly Excommunicate fromanoctier. Thus have 
we placed our flaminz” Sword ( though God 


knows no Cherabzm )* at the gate of our Paradiſe, 


and when God calls all men to the. w4ters of Hfe, 
our Contentions have made them like -:hoſe of 
Mardl, {> bitter and unpleaſant, as deters aid | 
averts inen from them { Which as it is in the 
higheſt degree injurious to them, fo is it cortu? 
melious to 4», whoſe invitarttons' are by this 
means fruſtrated ; *cis in fone degree the evacu- 
ating one of the main purpoſes of Chriſt's cotnidg 


FT intothe World, which” was to call men out o 


darkneſs into his mafvelous light, and as He was 


TJ | thus ſearby his Fattiet, ſoalfo were rhe Apoſtles 


ſolemnly commiſſionated by him to preach to 
the Gentile world, who witch indefarigable ' in- 
duſtty and reſolute. ſuffertngs © pbrſued: * the 
charge ; and ſure this is comperent evidence, tht 
the deſign was of the greateſt and moit- weighey 
wnportance, arid _ as carr never be one-dat 


310 Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes, Chay,1z. 
till there ceaſe to be objeQs of it, uobelievers to. 
convert: And by thatlet us meaſure the gualr of 
obſtruQting it, which if we would imparrtially do, 
I aſſure my ſelf the moſt paſſionate Bigor of any. 
Party muſt confeſs, thar it infinitely out-weighs 
| all the Piety his doQrine can pretend to, that his 
peculier Church gains not ſo much as the Catholick 

oſes: And that how confidently ſoever he hath 
Canoniz'd his quarrels, they are indeed but the 
worſt ſort of Heathens, and ſerveto keep out the 
better, Yet belides the miſchief they do in rela- 
tion to thoſe that are withoar, they are extremely _ 
pernicious to thoſe that are within, and that not 
only to ſome oze Se, but like an wniver/al Pot: 
ſow, that is equally deadly to the moſt contrary. 
complexions, they operate on the moſt diſtant 


"ranks of Profeſſors, the render and the obdurate, | 


the /crupulowe and the prophene, And firſt for the 
tender tremulous Chriſtian, *ris eaſe to diſcern 
bow much he muſt be diſtralted and amaz'd by 
them; for while he hears each. Se. thunder 
our Damnation againſt each other, he cannot but 
be ſtartled at the dexger of adhereing tothe wroxg, 
and though that may a while excite his diljgeace 
to diſcover the r/ghz, yet when he comes to that 
nquiſition, he will meet with fo many Polemick 
Intricacies to _ him, that after many - 
turns, firſt to one fide, and then to another, he 
will be apt to think the only c/#e to extricate him 
our of this /abyrinth of many Religions, « to_aban- 
dow all, Nor is this were ſpeculation and. Conje-- - 
are, God knows we have had orga 
"4 | | _ throvg *$ 
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through the whole round of Error too many pre- 
ich experiments of it, Several perſons thers 
have been, whoſe Zeal to find our Trarb by ag 
unhappy rule of Falſe, direted them to allow of 
every Error : Vihile like ſick men, who delire-to 
die good-cheap, they -put themſelves into the 
hands of any Empirick, follow each bold preten- 
der, that has the zmpudence co talk of Truth, till 
Superſtition ends in Profanation, Godlizeffproves 
Atheiſm, and by having been of many Sets, ar laſt 
pavs in Religion, And ſurely this is a molt un- 

y effeEt of our diſcords, thus.to be fambling+ 
blocks in our brother's way, and when we re- 
member the woes pronounc'd againſt thoſe that 


ſhall Scandalize any of the little ones, *twill be 
. ſtrange how men can think toapprove their Chr-- 


ftiantty, by the ruine of their Brothers, or ſecure 
hemalolves of Heaven by keeping others thence :- 
or though Chriſt refs his Diſciples there ſhould 
e ſome that ſhould think it a ſervice to God 70 kill 
cheir Bodies, yet to phancy the defrozing of Souls 


ſo too, is a Deception of which we haye acither 


record nor predittion in Holy Writ, and is a ſu- 
perfetation of che Spiric of Deluſion, peculiar to 
thoſe who have placed their own ſanQiity in theſe 
religious wranglings, which ſerve to deſtroy ic in 
other men. And as they thus ſerve on the one 
ſide ro ſhipwrack the f4ch of theſe weak unſtable 
Souls ; ſo do they on the other advance the impie- 
ty of the daring ſinner ; for as they are Tempta- 
tion to the oxe, ſo are they Pretenceand Excuſe 
tothe other to bid defiance to all Religion, Hes 
"HP X 3 whoſe 
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whoſe diffolute affe5ons have ſo'long beericour-- 
ring his #nder/fenxding to turn 'Atheilt; will ſure 


gor loſe the advantage of ſo plauſible. an argu- | 


ment asour diviſions afford him; and; fince his” 
t»#s engage him in an icreconcileableWar againft” 
the praffick part of Picty, he'will moſt gladly em-' | 
brace this occaſion of, quarrel-againſt the Theory | 

alſo: So ps, Apron 'efitire, - and 'extinguiſh- 
ing choſe uneaſie regrets and miſgivings/ariſing | 
from the repugnaney of his' /fe ro his' belief. It | 
were not hard to give a compendium of theſe mens = 
Logick, and draw out thoſe Svhemes of Diſcourle; 


by whictr from our differences tn Religion they | 
infer the d;cardivg of all. - But F fear theſe 'are' | 


already too well known, and:where _ are noty 
I ſhould beloth'to be any mans Inſtrattor/This 
is lam ſure too palpable, chat' how fallecions for: 
ver*theſe- reafonings'are, they have been'very 
operative, as "appears by the' number of thoſe | 
#voned Atheiſts among *us, who placing them- 
ſelves in the. ſeat of 'the' ſcormer, give: themſelves 
much pleaſing Divertiſement by- deridizg our ea- 
er ſcaffles'abour: that which! they think riorhing; 
Pe any man thinks that 'rhe Chwreb is no lofer- by - 


the defe&ion'of ſuch Liberrowes, Tmult be zHowed 


to diſſent from him: For firſt;there re examples 
of the moſt vicious Perſons,' that have been redu- 
ced, and'while they retain their Chriſtian belief 
thac lays ſuch undeniable obligations ro good-/rfes 
thar whenever they reſume their ons , they 


' muſt take up werrve allo with it; ' ſo thar there 
t5aq cqual poſſibility of their being good; that there 
Fu". C.;- | 1s 


\ 
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is of their being r47i0na/:- But when all hope.and 


. fear of a' future eſtace is diſclaim'd, -when thoſe 
| cords arebroken which ſhould pull them op-from 
* the Dungeon, then, andinot befores their ſtate 


viſibly. deſperate. Bur: heſides' this paſſibility of | 
recovering them, "the: $7.08 loſung ethers is to be 


| conſidered. Bold Arheiſmrislike 2 raging Peſti- 


lence, which tains the-very Air, ſo thatthoſe im- 
pious dſcoarfings. which are the effets: of ſome 
mens V.ices,' maybe thecax/e of others ; and we 


1 rnnans for that thoſe'who aſcended themſelves 


y d07s au inffant On their Proſehtes 


—_—_ ighe. of Irreligion, .as appears by the 
Aries DN of: ., whole-years allow 


| agate to have-arrived'to-it otherwiſe than. 


' And ſare:this ſpreading Coaragion | 
been fo. deftruQive to-the Church, that it- were 
to:be »wilſhe,: the mere titalar Chriſtians had. ra- 


|} het remains: fuch,” than thus to have averted 


hers f:om- being, ſoimuch.. 

2>A'N D now:if:all cheſs ſeandbls be worth our 
egrety/iFabe. emboldening and exaſperating the 
bed;/ che corrupting the! iwocenry} and the decay 
'of Chriſtian" profeſio» conſequent to both, be'for- 
[midable Evils, we know. where to charge the fork 


- Qizz:.conrentons muſt be'arraigh'd : as ucceſſaries 
if not principals in the caſe: And thenſure it will 


befit our angry Zealots to-.conlider, whether this 
be the way of advancing God's Truth, or. what ac- 
count they will give to the Lord of the Vineyard, who 
while they pretend to dreſs and prune the brev- 


: ws do thus debilitate and deftroy the rooes. 


X 3 Nays 


$24 Miſchief a ſing from Diſpures, Chapatn. | 
Nay, iadeed ia this they are treacherous even to | 
their own pretenſions, for all thoſe ſeveral Reli- . | 
gions which they 'ſo tenderly-cheriſh, have no | 
roper rooe. of their own, bur like Excreſcencies, | 
Tpring-out-of the mai» fock of Chriſtianity, live 
by its juice and moiſture,gand conſequently, can _ 
Sever hope to ſurvive-it, And then certainly, '| 
there can' be nothing more ridiculous, than-to + 
expreſs. their ki s to:the. ove, by: ways that . 


gre. ſo rainous:tothe orber,' Tis as if a Paſſenger | 


192 ſhipſhould, to fortific his provere Cabin, tear | 
up the plants and expoſe the whole Veſſel ro fink: | 


ing : Yet-thus prepoſterouſl | do many of our Yi 


#hief* Pilots apply cheir-care, In-the mean; rime, | 
it-cannot but. be a very delipiafolptnfuthes the | 
grand Enemy of Souls, tofee us thus buſily.pro» * 
mote his ewrere#, lay ſneres for our ſelves, . and by © 


eurown-folf do that which all his/ubcilezes could | 
agvercompals.: Nor can we thiak'bur he will-be T1 


as officious to us as is/poſiible, while wearethus | 


whilſt he-ſees we pluck our fones fromthe fa » | 


DOS 7 ne per mae nee 
radeftroy the o/d; -antl how: aptly they are-fitted | 
for that-Purpoſe,, needs: ( I ſuppoſe }- 00 farther - 
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CH A P. XII. 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs avi from Diſputes, in 
| reference to Civil Peage. frg £ ip ap 


-N Dnow ſure we cannot but conclude 

our Coptentions highly injurious to Chre 
U aÞ fiantey, that thus aſſault it both in the 
Prattickand T beory: And indeed how fierce ſd- 


. ever our quarrels are with one another, the heavi- 


eſt blows are ſure'to fall on that, which as in its 


' conftiturion is of the moſt Pacifick temper imagi- 
F able; ſoit _ the common fate of reconcilers _ 
3 Rugs well of this lift as of that which is to come, 


often happens that there is ſuch a conſent be- 


tween our ſpirituel and ſecular Coneerns,” that the 


Miſchiefs that oppreſs'the ove do refle& on the 


| other: And indeed Religion when intire and uni- 
_ ted; is one of the beft-bonds of Civit as well as 
1. | Ecelefiaſtical Peace, (as eventhole atceſt, who de- 


ing all other ends of it, do yer admit ita uſeful 
rate. _— from whence 'tis: conſequent, 
chat the a;f/re#ions and diviſions in that muſt have 


proportionably a contrary influence, and infe& 
Communities with Diſcord, Tumult and Diſor- 
- ders. And this is an efe&# with which I think nge 
unfit to bring up the rear of the foregoing Mil- 
chiefs, it being not ſo purely Secular, as ens 
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316 - Miſchiefs ariſing frow Diſputes, Chapa 3: 
ſuit-our. preſent ſubje; for outward orderand | 
wpity can never be. ſo innocently difturbd, but 
thac Chrifienity paſt be-wqunded in italſo: And 
beſides, 1t may perhaps obtain more conſideration. 
than thg former, as beingof a nature wherein the 
generality of men will thinkrhemſelyes.the'moſt. | 
concern'd;:for though there be many that can; - 
look on the riine both of Chriſtian prafice and 
profeſſion, with Galio's indifference; 4&7: fn | 


17: 3nd care for none of thoſe things, ,yet when 
begirt-10 their: worldly - intereſts; 'and .that.the 
ſame.Peluge that overwhelmsCharches, may bear 
down. Places allo, perhaps they .may-thinkthe 
matter got{>.contemprible..- And firft,..a5 tothe 
truth of the. obſepvation, the-World hastpodong 


*+,) . p\ 
OR 
: 
- 


graaned. under. the Experiment.to negd+fargber. 
proof... That birt ly 46 thich: firſt 'tainttd.the 
waters of the Sanduary, hath from.thence diffus'd 
ir {glf into gur common. Freaws,. and. like;the 
an Plagat, - left none. uncorrupred 2-For 
herher :we:; laok -ypon.; Families, Neighbour- 


eeff Societies,. we find the.miſcrable. Trophies of 
Aur: Holy Wars, jo Faftions and: Confulions;;-I 


_._ wiſh 1] could; not ſay, Rapineand Blood alſo... For - 
- thefr# of theſe, the domeſtick. Jars caus'd by dif: 


ferent Qpinions, the In#ancegare numerous,..or 
rather innymerable,which our awn age and xation 


[core been at defiance with-their Maſters ?. Chil- 
Ireq with heir Payents? Nay, Wives with;their 
"#44 FS EE OL Husbands ? : 


. 


Husbands?-- Such an unhappy; forceias therein 
miifaken- Zeal, that it diſſolves the c/oſeftibowdr, 
violates all obligations natural er civioywhile: un- 
der pretence of ſcrviceto God,: likeghe Pharrſce's 
Corban,'-t-evacuates albduty' to-man; and this 
| has-made-fuch rupturesand diviſioosin'Families, 
that that delightful proſpe& the P/almi#lo much. 
coammends, -ithat. of * Brethrens dwelling together 3 
unity,” Pſalm 133;'1s ſcarce anywhere to be mer 
With; -but inſtead of-that, /ſuch rancour and bit- 
-  terneſ6;- treachery and+ malice; as-if-men-either 
- miſtogk. Chriſt's predidFion, Luk: 2:2; $2:for @ pre- 
hs or: ar reaſt were. williog to-advancehis.Pro- 
pherick-Office upon; the ruine- of ys: Kyzxgiy, and 
fo. verifie - his. preſage- by: breaking! his command. 
And-as the economical: order \and-peace is thus 
diſturb'd; ſo if be that miſſes quiet et: home ſhould 
ſeek. for.it abroad, he will ſoon find himſelf diſap- 
pointed,.. and diſcern' that as the: ſocieties grow - 
reater, ſo do the ar/orders allo, and that private 
fries; do-as.-much combine-to make parries:and 
faitions, as families do-to make Cities-and- Corpo» 
rations... By this means that mutual communica- 
ion, by. which: the Members of civil bodies ſhould 
Hot- only; -benefit one- another, but ſecure-:the 
whole, is interrupted, :and men live notas xeigh- 
hours, but:;fpies, always. upon defigns'of 'Entrap- 
ping and_Enſnaring;- for while they look on-one 
another as Enemies, to God, they think that! re- 
feinds all obligations of Friendſaip among then 
ſelves, . and when Religionbears: the: Staxderd, ' 
the War will þe concluded neceſſary and m_ 
| able. 


'. $18 Huron Dips, Chaps. 
able. Burr it be {ſb in-iwaginetion only, "tis 
. furethere wn rhe who anon really — 
'for as in'moſt Comp 
_ rather by hope 

che c«oſe; {0 here, 'many 
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 preyupon tothat vera 
 commodivus ot 


Axioms' have beet raken-up. "As 
| That no Faith u 10 be kept with Heretichs ; Thet'D6- ; 


By ſach meaſures | 


I RIDE, _ 

: asitheſe-che' goods of the 

1 rnagwiry Lew ener ths nor 
ndeed Jr they they may be call'd*in 

err ont y uſo itiof «7 Jt der 

extortioney :. Por fire ave ſunts Fuck 

defines Joh. 1." 47; without guile: "For 


priens become lawW- 


enc' of Terving God and — 
bt there is no piece of decerr: either too big, or 

wolirtlefor them ; no tranſaion-ſo important, 
| which can obli their fidelity ; none fo triviat'as 
eo diſcourage their repize-: Opportunity "is the 


. means no 0b/;garion of Contraft, -no Levy of 
Chmmerce can eſcape anviolated ; every thin be 
* awful that may weaken the wicked, and't 
 #eat which makes men Szixts in the Church de 
Conventicle, can make them Thieves inthe Shop 
or Market; Thus is Piety made'an _ of ra- 
pine, and by theſe religious riots, all 
wherewith Laws or Equity have fenc'd mens di- 
ſtin& _ are thrown down: © And Gas 
£cnls 


7; the greater number are at- 
booty than concern for -. 
men /f themſelves va. || 


call rhemſelves 
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- as Chriſt - 


a wwoc YL 


Nathenael, 
*thus* conſecrated their fraads, and found | 


onndarics 


-meaſure” and rule of ' their arrewpes, by this 7 


we.” 
we 


| Chap=12. "in reference toCrod Peave-” 319 


this is a moſt carnal conſequent of our our ſpiricual 
debates, andbids fair towards the reducingusts 


that nee ermmwriieg 7 wr 


"5 ny within «wh eget te Cher mat ahet 


own ftrengths,: than: to the ſhelter of thoſe 'Laws 
and Civil compaiFs, which they ſee ſo avowedly 
Tojaybein modi door prep though the 
Injury cm to Fuate | i 


that think they have the Gi rhir an the Cren- 


| Sure, and are: thoſe Meck who-are to iwherir the 


 [Eatth, and: every-ſuch. acqueſt - only ſerves 
" Hfleſh-them fora faeehor; diſh; The/poils of: a 
| broken-Kin rt pr marry ur 


fone that favor ra _ ſbi 
 vered the moſt goodly Mooarchits, 
_ dingly;. we fee no Engize is more con 


| by men of ſeditious Spirits, to diſturb fib- | 


ornents wm gy _— 

'M advantageou tte the pur Foe 

ſhould ſuch perſons unmask their Jefign,and ſhew 

it inits »a:iveu2lineff, ſhould they avowthe ſha- 

king of-a K;»gdom merely toeftabliſhrhemſelves 

ja 2 condition of wealch ahd grender, the new 
: moulding 
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— hapy:theit-own ſhares-in-ar; ewere: 


: are; alwa 's in-pr 
yer?tis not:on1 venefit:to 
;- but of ſornewhai: whintin themſelves 
bra ': Nor id even: the: madneſvof the- 


for: change, 


ant-concerns onl _— 7 
= IT = Sz 
| _ to iOWn: T 
= * bend hr 0, | 


dew," And of alchl 
fem _ ge ere hdeghvſs 
| pretext gion, whichist 9 
treditable 4 dr priya 45 can: cohvert:rhs 
Tealdar Urvoti_uigs 
Patrivit and:Sai 


; takeoff all 
rr omaryar from the di epurariondf | 
ſach at. enterprize-c- 


And nocleſs /porent is i295 
ſolvigg:the-ſccuples of its unlawfolneſs;: forabyia ! 
dexrevons" anticipation, | it- makes: — 4 
hat 3e-may-exchiide it-from being 


and+ 


_- "oe frees, Cinpas | 
moulding of a Government only char they-1 mir of 


# Should find any. abertors 7:for thoogly - F 


any wnerems their avwintereft,; p44 | 


amt by that one-fallacy of ſuppoſing Religzon to 


conſequences | ucible from that falſe principle: * 
Angd:;indeed where that'is throughly faſtned,” the 


a juſt ground of quarrel, _ way:tor albthe with | | 
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_ are not qnly great but incurable, and nd 1 


" 
*o 


. Chaſiio- inner CO Plate," _ 


. 'ris a (into flehr againff bis King: whert he wildrell 


_ believes; he. 'merirs i pr 


hes thewicketeafref 


| havedone thoſe" Oxen, whole horws be firſt fire; 


_ the moleſting of others:; bur commorily alkelivg | 
__ acquire to themſelves, is the: fraetr of theiv@wrn 
_ flames.” Few of thoſe who thus in theſimplicity 
their heart follow an 4d/alow'or a Shebe, * gmt 
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the more ſo by How much'the/perfow? 
los. 'For alas, what willitavail c6rell fu 


you tis @ greater nor to fighs for bes God's Thathe? 
contraQs a heinout gilt in®vidlai the pearevot 
the'Church, when he: ith as groat 


9 rene; The 
he is accountable' for rhie Blood of * his*Beethren's: 
when he thinks hefislike the Levires, *Exbiiii992 
conſecrated bimſelf4 at; boyd eta 4 
table ſacrifice to God. "Thus unhapp 

men fortified in'their- fm, —_ reſume apr 
Voltes:* and' while thi zEHf Of fi | is dhads 


erate, which fudh way" wor be! 
zhoare merhiaks us'd,as Hulihe/ is 


and theniſent'them ro'diſtutÞb-che' Romer'e 
Theſerenias thoſe bea#rare found ver 


noteither miſcarry together wirh the d2fz»j/'6r 
elſe live to diſtern how-nueki their iradulicy was 


4 abuſed and that both religion (however: preterm 


ded ) and thoſe thar fought forir, *were only made 
prefers ies to promotethe /u#s of thoſe who! deſpi- 
ch: - Bur *tis GOGny co infiſt farther-on 

the efet#r of ſuch-reli iow Pry; 'of which" we of 
ths Nath have had\fomaniy and ſo mk eviuen- 


ces, 


os pc our 


for u could {i 
craſs; or Iz EE 
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_ WErre Pra ; debates bow | Hh | 
Fond us bee {o Far, ſolemn ; how our 


| that 2her which was deſign'd che moſt invroleb, 
howd of writy, ſhould like thoſecuriesofen 


ated Athemas and Ino, bem the fate} 5 
of the mortalleſt hatred, That that Occonony w 


&ve diffe of Gl en- 


jenny uadus Aran es, 'tis ſure there willhs 


_ 


lems have been wrig.in blood, that , | 


Gries —_ eg of Chen Rekgion 
Snakes with which, Erinxys is ſaid to have i intur , s 


was meant to regw/are, ſhould be the 1 rument. 2 
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Wert : 


+ for the produQtioa-whereof ſhe was 
| ly fenced and cultivated by.God ; nay, 'cwere = 
4 well if berrenneff were the work, and that ſhe 
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yet a greater. we TAYY 
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barber, ons, t 
come a kind @ And 
OWa. ruine,; -. 
ſume EP 


Kances, whi 


5 vich their ie of flis 
ce Criticiſms, D 


that the Church is become pe 
eril- and anfruitfal, as to all 


prey, _ ; 


peculiar» * 


bad not on the acher fide acquird an. unhappy. - 
dege- 


*.ÞDAfltls ea. 


Eg Huber fo DJpate, [yap.re, 

row fertility ; Bur what 'a' numerous ro ag | 

 Sſ6as ue ſpring from-thisunpeaceable' teine | 
per, the foreg: going cooliderations' do' too fadly 
Cans 'I doubr-not every \ attentive”: 

A ableto add more. ( though not | 
)-Inftabbes; abd mwgn oh to Glens air ky © 

oth 0 def P + + gd rig 


$0N--1 Teens LoNOTAIR, as to © ole | 
in we eſt malke, and abaheilt er emies, 
miſerably have weeh and | 


| juries our oppreſſed — ; 
© only-robb'd. _ rxVe,' but of its en ey: 7 
| Aadd0 we daily: $ ſee Iſviniel mocking: I{adt, "i 
a#nd' ſhall we" de ink ic rifnte to caft- our-the 1 
mon wefor everche- |. 
Zeneration rs 'ro rear 'our the. 
nar ons way __ r? 1 pray God-the | 
_ "Queſtion have not #5; muclt of preſs as' We, 
ixtion.- For. if *we' 'conlider. ph 54m __ s 7 ©: 
things,” how '0ur contentions” not only" Fight F. - 
bucipreſcriprion, there ſeems -not much Abel ( 
difpoſſefſing>rhem, 'and yer:leſs, when 'tis/x6 * 
DhGNCIEgs: how: they have enewiſted c Gm; S-£ 
3G not } 


Chapuz- | i» reference to Civil Peace. 325 
"ot Only with- the paſſions, but intereſts of men ; 
two ſuch porexs Abertors as will buoy-upthe moſt 
forlorn cauſe... The truth is, 'rhere are many /ub+, 
terrancom ſprings Which - feed: this. *Ocean, and 
-though religion and: piety be on: all. hands de- 
murely-pretended, yet as we-bave ſeen theefe#s- 
of our debates. very: diſconſonanti to: ſuch a Pro- 
feſion; ſo if -we examine the! originals . and; 
| cauſes, weſball find them-;for the moſt parc as. 
widely diſtant, It may-not be -amils, to take a 
ſhore view of ſome of them ; for though Icannor. 
hope the diſcovery. ofthe Cauſes wilt-contribue. 
to the general care, , yet perhaps' it may prove 4#- 
; 2idoteto-ſorne particular perſons, who will be the 
leſs apttoadmire/ the verdure of the: /eaves( the 
| flouriſhing appearances of zea/and piety.) when 
'P they fiad both fr-ic-and roor of {0 poilonous & 
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CHAP. XL... 


”'f 4 Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; - and firſt, 
+ ND io this inqueſt we find. Pride-al-; 
ready-arraigned to our. hands;. by-the. 
{ Mk wiſcft of Men, Prov.1 3,40. weed 9 
cometh. contention... It ;is indeed. a molt-prolifick; 
+ | vice, and there are few ſins to. which-it-is not. ei - 
yy | ther. a parent or. nurſec:but: there is {carce: any; 
5 8% 3 __ Which 


g26 Of theCanſes of Diſputes; & FT 
uw does more betray its immediate deſcent 
rom it than thisof rife and debate, which-hasſo | _ 
many of the” limeaments and features-of the: de. | 
form'd Mother, as ſufficiently: atteſt its exrre 
#ion. * Andas this is true of aff ſtrifes: in' gene | 
ral, ſo particularly of thoſe whereof we now | 
treat :\ for-Pride being it ſelf an internal ſin, 
it has ſuch'a neighbour with all he notions. 
and ſpeculations of the mind, that it eaſily makes | 
impreſſioason them : Norare we to wonder that: + 
the Sacrednels: of divine things 'is not Amulet 
enough againſt its Charms, when we remember : 


ted; was levelled event God himſelf; and as it :} 
vaok/up its firſt ſeat in a ſpiritual ſubſtance, ſo 
hasit ever fince, never ated more »«ruraly, and * 
therefore more wv; won than. about ſpirituak J 
matters. © Of this ale Church irall ages has hag : 


that the fr/# ai of Pride that ever was commits | 


many coſtly Experiments; for if we trace the 


_ days nord to our own, we ſhall hg” "a 
. principal Attor in every Stene, though perhaps in Þ 
 Variows dreſſes. For though Pride bealways inthe 'Þ 


Catalogues of Herelies from vows, Aoges his. | 


ridea | 


general an affeQation of ſome rraoſcendency, Þ} 


'yetit differs as to the particular objeQ, accords. 
ingeo the ſeveral eſtimates men make of excel; * 


(+ 


lencies. : So that the propugncrs of new Opini- I: 
ons, though they hav etilie ehoians Wanetes 0 H 
ſeek their own exa/tation, yet do not always do'it 4 
inthe [ame inſtances. For example, /ome' have” } 
coveted the repute wn $6 wc Inquiſi:ors, and this Þ' 
them to dive 10 deep ny [| 
che 


| Vanity has prompt 
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_ of 
the bowels of every the plaiveſt do#rint, till at 
laft they have twiſted 'and entangled them into 
the moſt perplexing difficulties. ' Theſe Nevige 
ors think they have- never fail'd ſucceſsfully, till 


| they have found out a'Terrs incognits, though 


God knows they bring nothing from thence for 
the benefit of rhe habitable 'world';, nor make it 
their buſineſs:to reſolve Doubts, but Farr ther. 
Another ſor of mea there are of ſo faſtidious and 
petulanr wits, thar' they diſdain 'an opinion 

which rhemſclves are not the Authors; they love 
not to have their underſtandings prefcrib'd to, by 


| - the preconceptions of others, how divinely ſbever 


inſpir'd, and will rather have a Religion'of their 
own making than of 'bi *whom they pretend-tq 
worſhip. And this, *tis tobe doubted, isthe bot- 


- -wm of the great wvereration ſome have paid eo 


Reaſon, which they have ſer up in the Throxe, not 


| ily if defiance, of blind implicit aſſes, 'but even 
| of divine revelation.” But inthe mean time %tis 
| - tbe obſerv'd that *tis notreaſon in gexera/, the 


common excellency of our 'nature' that is” thus 


-F advanc'd; butevery man's own private and indi- 
} _ vidua/; which upon a juſt ſcanmng will oftenbe 
| found the moſt diſtant thing from whar -it is 


eall'd'; Paſfos and Phancy, by chat omnipotear 
advantage of being a man's own, often paſſing for 
eep diſcourſe and rattocination: and what a fruit« 


' falharveſt of Tares fach ſeed is-apt to produce, 
' our reeſon would inform us, if our experience d'd 


K not.” To theſe we ma -add anot er raxk of men, 


who vehemently thirfting after a 2x in the 
| Y 32 | worlo, 
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faith, they have rendred themſelves remarkable, 
their next aim is to have others joy» tothem; and 
'fo they may have the honour -of being Yeaders, | 
care not though .it be inro rhe dirch. To becall'd 4 
of. men Rabbi, Rabbi, is enchanting 'Muſick- to. '} 
any Phariſee, and ſerves like the Timbrels ig To: . 
_ phet to drown the cries:not of their Chi/drep, - but | 
Mothers ſcorching in the flames of their conten»- | 
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tion. Indeed fo-impetuous-and uncontroulablejs |. 
this kind of vanizy, that like a mighty torrenr, is ©. 


bears down all before it, overwhelms-nar-only the *| 


_ oppolice virtues, but even all vices that are'not Þ - 
.of its own confederacy. - Men can' in this caſe 'J 


lay ſevere ' reſtraints' upon ' their- moſt imrhmare 


ſenſualities, when they ſuſpe& them. rreatherom | 
to.this-grand Deſign, The Wolf ſhall be muz- ' } -. 


led and made-to behave himſelf with'the meek: 1 
neſs beſeeming the Sheeps cloathing. The Swine * ! 


ſhall | 
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| fall be waſht,and by an unnatural violence-wirh- 
held fromthe ire :- All their rapacious' and” be- 


ſtial- apperzres controul'd and: madetame, that 
they-worry not their reputation: \ And all'this for 
#little naked pops/arizy, 'for-whoſe dear purchaſe, 
very many have thought fir-co diveſt themſelves, 
both of lawful and unlawful exjoyments;"and have 
thought the-rumultuous -applauſe pf a few fatti. 
ous ſpirits - worth” all | that ſe/f-denial, . But all 
Pride is not ſo perfely Chamelion as to ſubſilt 
upon this mere 4ir, there is-another kind of it that 
propoſes'to/it ſelf ſomething beyond this: ſuch. 
is the-affeation- of rule. and-dominion;' which 


_ though in reſpett of any'ireal good: tothe ruler, 


isas:very a Chimeraasthe former.; yer-common- 
ly they: that are underſach'a. Fariſdittion, Hind ro 
their coſt *tis more than imaginative. And God 


knows this ofpiring humour has been no leſs fa- 


JT _ nor has.the: Church ever been'in more danger of 


Anarchy than by thoſe who-moſt 'impatriently co- 
veted a ſhare'in its Government; for where this 


ſpirit of Ambicion-is the Impellent, it does like 


the:Demoniach in the Gofpel, burſt aſunder all 
ferters and chains, violates the unity both of do- 


4.. Qrine and- diſcipline, nor is any attempt .too 


_ bold for-men chus animated : They who _ 


to be in authority think the door opens not quic 
enough for their entry; and impatient of fo. re- 
dious an expeCtation, chuſe rather to make 


' breaches-in the wals (nay ſometimes to under- 


mine the foundation) than to want an-acceff*ro 
Ny | F 4 their 


cred, which upon this occaſion they cannot pto- 


ſitute; when Drotrrephes, 3- Foh:g.ſeeks prebemi” | 
neace, the dictates even.of .an Apoſtle ſhall be re- © 
jetted ;and even the Divinity of Chroft, Gad bleſſed, 


for ever, "be trampled on, when A4rims wants a: 


foocſtool-to-climb up to his atfeQted greatneſs, In | 


aword;, if we, cxatnine the occurreacies of all. 


ages, we ſhall ind thateither the eagerneſs of ac+, 
quiring, 'or the revenge of miſſing diguities, have. 


been the (great #1nfigators of Eccleliaſtick Feuds 
8nd ſure:bur Moders: flories;' are not likely to 


fall ſhort- of the Ancient, in examples of this: + 
kind. And as Pridg makes /ome thus paſſio-. 
nately deſirous of rule, fo'it makes 0/hers as impan 

- tient of being ruled,: and even thoſe who'can+ | 


tot hopeto arrive togive Laws, will not endure: 


ro:be 4rder thoſe already eſtabliſhed, That cb 


is indeed the Chriſtian /zberty for which many in 
eur-days have fo unchriftianaly coatended, is ton 


 apparent;the ſandemental quarrel has been againſt © 
ſubjec#ion + Yet to- countenance and- abet that, | 


whole armies of frivolous cayils have been rais'd; 


and the Church atracqued in every its remoteſ}. - 


concern; and; though there be nothing farther 


from that unity of mind, to which the ſimile was ; 


firſt affixe, yet in a perverſe ſence it imitates the 
Ointment of - Aaron in deſcending from the head ta 


the shirts of the gloathing ; nat only the ſupreme 
- . and ware eminent parts, but the moſt fight ex- 
frinfich and: inferior relatives to Religion - being © 


alperit and depraved; and the molt invocexrcirs 
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Chap. 3. " Firſt, Pride. OG 1332 
cumfiances of Civil-or Natural aQions made cri- 
minal, when applied to Divine. Things. - A 


| ſtrange. inefe@ive power, which ;theſe-men have 


conveyed into God's ſervice, that it.muſt thus'pol- 
lute every thing that approaches 4t,- ' That the 
place where his Honour-dwells, -muſt become a 
Peſt houſe, and- diffuſe contegion to all-in-it: (T 
wiſh by the way their Secriledge had not been 
too valiant_in deſpiling the Danger of thoſe 7#- 
fetted utenſils, which may perhaps ſadly verifie 


\ the reproach, and-prove treacheroms prizes.) And 


when mens ze«/ operates -thus-unkindly, when 


| the pretence of izter#a/ {aniFity devours: all: o8%- 


ward decency, and God is to be honoured and exal- 
ted/by thoſe. ways, whereby men: would think 
themſelves affronted, and vilified ;;'we have too 


| great reaſon to think ſuch a zealas littleaccordin 


togodlinefſas knowledge, and that it isnot ſam 


rally the we«t neſs of their Brains, but the Iron 


 xewin their Necks; - which makes them at og 
ht 


ſo ſcrupulous, -and foclamorous-; for thoug 

former might be ſuppos'd owing to Error, the /4- 
fer can ſurely proceed from nothing but Pride. 
Several other inftances:might be given. tro:ſhew 


how that pernicious tempet has: contributed to 


the riſe and firſt being of our diviſions ; and ha- 
ving/thus given them: birth, /it. does not like the 


Oftrich abandon its brood, but has as great an in- 
Aluencein the cheriſbing and maintaining, as it had 


increating them. Of this there need no-other 
proof than the mere xature of Pride, which as -it 
tf ST 4 averts. 


33% © Of theCauſerof Diſputes; Chapuz. 
averts nothing: morethan'/e/f.condemnation;;" fo 
bpon pain «of -that-appearance,-'tis irreverſibly _ 
__ Enpag'd:4m the/purſuir of irs" firit-undertakings, . | 
any 'deſiting being incerpreratively a' confeſſion ei | 
ther of: an error'or:a defeat; borh+ which arein- 
{apportableito'ag afſuming-temper-; So'thar'be; 


fides the original incentives forementioned; ithas | 


this of 4;/aain fuperadded to aQuate'its motions. 
And accordingly:we find they are at this rebound } 
the more-vislent; not ooly the ſacceff, bue* the 
ered t of the frfbenrerprize depending upon arvi | 
gorous. proſeeurions' Sothar Cariline's Maxim of 
#llany ſeems to have been adopredintoſfome mens * 
dive; and'ithey think /paſtcrimes are only ro be 


 2his-animutes them; *depair' will-doiit to a yet 
tighes:degreeii :Our Concypiſcible and Iraſcible _ 
4ppatires dweltnot ſo remote; but they areready* 
teſervesto one another,” and 'what was Weſire in _ 
the purſuit, becomes axger and revenge in the dif- 
appointment; and ſure we-need'not be told the 
wild effeQs.of thoſe pallions. * How many'men 
have ina furios deſpair over ated even their own 
projets,” and thave made it a malicious conſolati- 
on in'their ruine, to get it attended with that of 
the publick ? As:Herod, whoto ſecure a /amen- 
tatiow at his death, commanded a Maſſacre ſhould 
accompany it,: or (to give a more Eccleſiattical 
zoſtance )like- 4er;us, who ſought the aboliſhing. 
vf that+order in_ the Church, whereof himſelf 
Coyid gor partake, 1 wiſh no man's Conſciexte in 
RES | . Our 


Chapcaz. "Dif, Pride. p55 
our days were qualified to ſug} t aifreſh Uſher. ex- 
ample. Bur whilſt *cis'ſo'many ways: the zatereſt 


'of Pride to abettour contentions, 'we cantiot think ; 


it ſofluggiſh or uninduſtrious'an agent; *asnotto 


find outexpedients for-its purpoſe.””T ſhall hot 
attempt-to give*a"particular of its"##/framents; 


when [have faid:that'8chi/6#-is'one of then; T 
need not add more, fince'that alone/ſerves both. 
to:complete and perpetuate the miſchief of all our 


ſpeculative -difſentions. How'eloſe a Band-of 


concord: the” communicating in” holy'd4uties is, "we 


May learn by Jeroboam,who ſeems fo well to have 


underſtood-irs unitiveefficaty, ithat-he'durſt not 


truſt the newly divided Tribes in a/joynt reſort to 


the ' Temple; and therefore leſt 'the- ruptare he 
had'made- in the State ſhould: loſe again; he 


thinks it neceſſary to make another inthe Church; 


2nd ſecure his defeCtion- from his Prime, by that 


'from-his God. Bur we need not-bofrow a reſts- 


»ony from that his impious policy, we havea more 
authentick atteſtation from the holy P/a/mi/#, who 


when he-would deſcribe the greateſt entirevef; 


exemplikes it 'by the wa/king to the houſe of God as 
friends, Pſel. 55. 14. And the Apoſtle goes" yet 


-higher;z. and from our common participation of the. 


Eucharift, infers not only our #x70z, bur our i- 
corporation.” We beins many are one bread, and one 
body, for 'we- are all partakers of that one bread, 
1-Cor. 10. 19. And then ſure we may onthecon- 


. trary conclude; that our ſeparation 'miuft haverhe - 


quite diſtant" effes; alienate our affections, *and 
by that means ſtill more eftrange our Fragments. 
For 
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| 
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| 
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ſoencrs, that they may acquit themſelves 
the 


this God knows is the uſual Method amoo 


Y 


defputes ; and-/tis abundantly manifeſt, that vagis 
ty:andclation of miad.is the-.cauſe chart Men. thug * 
prefer. a miſtaker reputation, before their own: im. | 
mocexce; Or. the. Churches -peace., Indeed if wa |} 


tbroughly conſider/ic, -we ſhall fiad Pride is one 
' edz'd ſword by. which adverſe parties do mutually 


cut. themſelves, from one. agother. The very. 1 


= 


elements and conftitutive parts of a Schilmatich,: 


athers. I an not 45 this Pablican, was, we know, 
the yoice of the proud Phariſee, whoſe very namez. 


but Echo the ſame note, when they. pronounce 


withdrawn. -; Or perhaps they derive from a yer 
More ancient-preſideat, thoſe of whom the Pro- 
phet E/ay ſpeaks, E/ay 6s, 5. which ſay, Standby 
ſelf, come not near me, for I am holier than thous 

| "an 


i © tcajed dun; Tia: | 


for belxdes that is oatural to men'to.think they, - 
can neverrun faregnough from that they-begin to. 
loath, they are in their own defence to-amplifie! 


ſcandal of a caulelelsſeparation.;. and | 
| who wehave broken communion, our only Rudy X 
s not how torepair, but jufife ir. Theadverla-- 


ries Tewets are rigorouſly ſcanned, new Charges, 
hibi ad - x hoſe 


tbited, and the. Sch;/” defended upon thols! | 
It di COVETIEsS,. which were ng motives hap 1 
making it. And thea ſure go man can doubt bug; - 
this is a proper way, both to multiply and Eterniae 


of-tbe fatalleſt inftruments of Exciſion, -the-amos! ; 


| being che Eſteem of him ef, and'the Contempt of. ; : 


hes ſeparation, and our modern Separatiſfts do- | 


all thoſe Heretic al or Cernal, from whom they have (i 


4 , 
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; | an iofolentkind of language; whichthe Catheri in 
| the primitive times did not more exattly tran- 
ſcribe, chan miny Se&s of differing denominati- 
ons-have done inowrs, But *tisto be remembred; 


|| that while the Pheriſce lookt {> faſtidiouſly on 


the poor 'P»blicen, he renounc'd communion in 
prayers much moreacceptable than hisown ; and 
thoſe refined Zealors, who fear'd contagion fromthe 
gener of their more innocent Brethren,” could 
dly -venture' on the-pollutions of the moſt de-' 
teflable Idolatries : And God knows the note has 
too:ready an application in both inſtances. -In'the 
mean rime ris aſad contemplation that fo. muctr 
| of that zea/ which makes ſucha gliſtering in the 
7 world, ſhall, when brought co-the Touch, be. 
| © found edwirerare ; that the ' tranſcendent purity 
1} menboaſt of, ſhould prove but a more ſublima- 
ted wickedneſs, and their pretence to ſpirituality 
beverified -oaly ia firitzal pride. Alas, is not 
the whole circuir of ſecular things wideenough ts 
| containthis ſrelizg bemoxy ? Are there not Pomps 
'..and Zenctzes of the world enough toentertaiathis 
one Luf, but muſt this Mozbire be brought into 
the SenFuary? Can we not be elceveredenought 
unleſs we trample upon all that is holy,. and make 
Religion FaQtor for our Ambition? We find ſome 


{| very confidently point . out 4»tichriſt upon the - 
-] ftrengthof this one predicted circumſtance, thac 


he was to fit inthe Temple of God, But what need 
we travel beyond the A4/psto find out that, which ' 


| every where preſents\ it felf ? Our Pride does too 


} vnhappily anſwer 'the deſcription; and FR_ 
? Sh tencre 


—_ ——_———. 4 


. 836 - of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; | | 
there. no inſtance 'whereia. it can ceaſe to be: | 
Aacichreſtian, yer ſarely. it is moreeminently. fo, 
when it thus uſurps God's ſeat, and rules in facred: | 
things... Would God the pains: and aninofiy | 


vi 


which has been ſpent ia diſcoveriagand reviling 


a 


other Antichriſts,. had been diverted to the pul Þ 
| bog down of #45, the labour. would-have been! | 
moreeffeQual even tothe.immediate end of the | 
8 Defigners . for were this Pride. eradicated, che: fi 
Foundation of all Spiritual uſurpations were: ws | 
Ay pop 7+ | __ who Sola I | 
, | y againt a eion. Tyr Ws ont cir: f * 8 
ences, do oblequioulipbaayro this inteſtine Uſans | 
er, make an. entirededition'ofrhemſelves, and 
mit-to'the: ſeyereſt and: ignobleſt v4ſſulaps!- 


. raign a power, that (as Se-muect: warns the Iſr# | 
elittx of their King, 1 $4.8.) they are not 0: | 
call any thiog their own, -whea. it is uſeful to'its' | 
ſervice: All their powers, all 'their intereſts are || 
devoted to it, and that notonly toadorh its pomp; | 
hutto-fight its barrels... Men quarrel andcontend | 
tilknot only chemſelves,. but even Ce 
KIf expire in the conteſt; Bur if it be indeed {} 
certain-that every War is ſo far unjuſtifiable,as |} 


They have inveſted it with-ſo abfoluce and ſover*} * 


are theicauſes of it, *rwill ſurely be a-comperent | || 


prejudice againſt our contentions, that our Pride | 


.- '1&:fa much concern'd in them; :which is ſo: une 


' Ehriftian./a\ motive, as all the holy.water :where- F 
with-men have ſprinkled ir, can never baptize in- |} 
ta cleannefi; all the borrowed adareſſes of Zealand' || 
SanQity, however they may 4z/guiſe, can never |} 
Mis . ligtimate 
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> Wes in ſome reſpeQs ir. may be..reckon Lae 


ful weed which the..Devil made a ſhife. to; q 
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legitimate: it. Thoſe arts of conceal | nay i 
Hypocrifie, "hntrcan 
never expiate,--n0 gor .extenuate the:o/d: And 
how Seint-like « form ſoever"gur Vain-glorys 

onz: it does but the. more own its derivation = 
him, who can transform himſelf into an Angel: of 
light, whoſe aſpirings have firſt ſubverted himſelf, 
and now;goon to-propagate both-his Crime 2 
Ruine to ws; nor has he ever manag'd thardefige 
with more Art or Succeſs, . than'by thus making 


our: Pride-a. portion to divide; us. from /a#e 


enorher, and conſequent! .from- God 0; who 
being, as-our. Church, iles: him, £ th 
Peace and lover of Concord, can never. joyn hin 
with the diſtarbers of both, burm 


en tat mm nmr OS FR 


4. Sorvey of the Canſer of Dine; ; Sond, 
2 Cv, kT SAD 4 *KEQ1E *S 
o- , 190 115 
| F now we ofaceed Ariher TY our enqui 
« ſhall. find, that another; of Bran incengiar; 


;.our' Diſputes. is Curioſity Fa A Las 


cies. of the formats. that of -Pride,; yet ioathers-it 
admits a d;fipif conſideration.., T4529 TOGane: | 


eveninto Paradiſe, and which:has ever | 


Its; 


rw 


f Ta _ Of the Caoſenof Diharer;  hmpary. 
the richeft of Ops , the moſt} pregnant . jury: po. 
it 


lire Wits; nor only ejeU man from thenee, + 
| bur'ic has improved the original curſe, and multi 

oſe briars and thorns among which he was 
caſt, yea, "tranſplanted them-'from the Ei 

they could only raze the $kin, into the - 
Broiz; where they picrce and torture the intdlle. 
Qual and immortal part of Man: ' Nay, farther, 
vers tha of bis brows, which was to extih. | 
Ml then from the 'ground, ſerves but to/'water * 
md cheriſh them'in his' mind; his very i»uduffry 
is g in this caſccthe extremeſt il hasbandry, ad = 
Ne more (om he'takes, the farther he removes 

'A 


_— R' B'are ſome parts of Kpowledge which. 
God has thought fit-ro ſeclude'from us, to fence * 


Precept and Commination, but with Difficulties - 
and Impoſſibilities ; ; make it not only our ſis and. 


- them. Ofthis kind are the Myfterious parts of 
_ our Retigion, w 


dfroexetrciſe our faith and reverence, bur: 


nce, not annoy 3 warm, "(8 for us. A 


and wholeſome diff exce,” we ſhould find none but 
er ch #5; but ſo importunate are the inftfs 
' f Curioſity, thar no bounds will keep' us 
| the Mount : We will needs break throup 

ilito vg thick — how dreadful ſoever" the 


thamders 7 i 


Itrea advantages of his roi}. © Þ 


danger, but our Foly 'nnd madneſs to attempt | 
which he ſhews us as it were-a-far' 


1 | 


FR ” 
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_ 


| 


onl) as he vid the interdifted Tree, oy \ 


© themnotto our ſexſe and #iſquifition. Theſe Ii K: 1 5 
_  kas placed like the'Sun, where'thies may” infly- 


uld we ſtill permit them to remain'se char (iſs | : 


faculties himſelf has made,'-chac he has aſſigned 
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 thunders and lightnings are inthe way, Like bold 
.* Phactons we deſpiſe all benefits wherewith the Fa- 


ther of light and us can-court us, unleſs: we 
guide his Chariot; and we moralize the Fable as 


_ wellia the tragicalneſs of the events, + as the- inſo- 


lence of the wnderteking;; this unhappy curi 
having not only eddy of the A Areooeyc 
ſer the whole wor/dalſo in a conflagration. Noe 


. is this remerity more f// in its Succeſs, than 


impiaue in its Foundation; Forbeſides that it is 
adirea invaſion of God's peculiar,and violetionof 
his Command, 'it does evidently imply ad;ftr, 
either of his Wiſdom-or his'Goodneſs ; ſuppoſe 
him either- ſo 72 #orent- of the: ſtrength of 'tho 


them unproportionable objeQs, and ſo they muſt 


'} have new work cutout for them by our ſelves ; or 


elſe preſumes; his Eze evilrowards his own Cres: 
tures; that as the Devil once ſuggeſted to our 


faſt Parents, he fears the rivalry of poor mortals, 


and by an enviqusdetention of ſome'parts of feli- 
city, like one that had been Bountiful only upon 


- | ſarprize and incogitaxcy, illiberally retrats/ and 

| - contradifts his 0rigine/ defign of ' making Man 
| [completely happy. - Nay, indeed this repreſeats 
'4 him: unkind, not only ro «wv his created Images, 
| butevento that Eternal andexpreſs/image of his 


Perfon;: che Sow of his boſom, 'who may well be 


| , thought to have been- as deſpiſed in bis 'Eyes,-as 


he was once in urs, Eſay 5 Fe 3.' if he have o 
cheaply expos'd him for their akes, to whony he 
denies any of thoſe incelef#val advantages,” which 
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| difference themfrom Beaſts. - "Thus: A 7 pray 


riops are we,"that rather than.converſe with wah | 
| "5 things, we-create: prodigies,- put nay 
tis wnchangeable,:.rob- diviny | : 


c s.moſt inſeparable attribute; and.coronly aif- 


obey God, but- reproxch him... And-thea ?cis,.n0 | 


er; if that which. affords ſo little. glor 
God,” hath no- more good will for Men, and. A 
which thus wars with Heaves,.deave little peace | 
pn*Earth. Indeed. if we-will+be: building out | 
Babel,” and thus aſſault: Omniporence,.*tis but julk | 
we ſhould have our language confounded, and” hs. 


bs Thus hope e for which we:boldly-attemy 


iner, ſhould likeche CoolFromoha' | - 
Alear, erve. -only. co embroil-and conſume chi 1 
ows- invaders. Yet belides what is owing | 


Nh 


| ro divine ve vengeance in the caſe, the thing has 
it. Lit a proper, -natural- efficiency toward itz | 


fo when ſo-many men-are e "gag g'd in :a blind 
<<, tis. not imegioablethey-ſhould all fumble | 


upon the ſame::Norions, and-ſuppoſling them-to - 


fall -upoo. warieey,:?cis impoſGble bur: mens fond © 
over weening of their 'own conceits and perulans | 


diſdains- of others, :willimpeove that variety aro, 


ofition;; aod that oppoſition intoſer and ſoley 
zeuds: And God knowsthe Church is too: 
ot vely-acquajnted with this fat! gradation, as 

ean' experimentally. atteſt the «nhappy proprictys 
Is ſort of. Curioſity towards the engendring of 
wd.and: co foſ 7 41 
-/B UT. belides/ this: bigker rank. -;of chiggy 8 

which God hath ſet ſo much above: us, — A 
others] 


abw et 


I 


ll. All, 


"oy 


"ICT "bs 
pm + - -.— HLINGWM . 1 
inferi ſorrytratnab Sjoramenites 
fron ; for- their {# 


ws the Sk a. tal. ative dpirit 

motions he ub of ſbould own niipiri ——_— 

its rig andas it was itſelf. ap evenaion of 
cial Gonterſholhuaioin wen 


& 


Ser ep She ld, ro jor wel winks ”, I 


EEE ED 


WE] | 
10: * 


#8 noe-worth balf:che 
wen 2:bur) what Salawow: ſays | 
ea: Phe For gone 


I 'themy: ISeD bar: He 1 


it Tack pur any —— : 
by @-as. WR . k | 

RED 'Phis. was wag myply + 5 
che of old, ar ny Fe Rx un F 


| woe c/o 
ory inſolence- wakes 


"FS 


WG a de and fo Ws: 0 I 8 + I Fr --m_. \ $ Aa oy” 
nent ad. reac cron eaten a wnng dd BY. 


» » Bo - » Ld 
: FOR ns WM YP" 
" 
® * 


« \ +... 08 
$5 on * waTd” 
"PE 4 ”"E p 7 + 
: 
® Ly 


* . Toa 
wa. Port A, : 
FINE. 7 i BE ETD) _ 


Wild conjectures for Laws upon others; and ide 
Andthis'is thae which makegrhe 
- Gives oi way, another another, and each will 

vMIY vol 


poſſible 
Þ for each Man' ra rp way emo 


% PIES "TY "OR TT OI. I 


Chaputs.- Secondly, Curioſity." \ 343 


| from others by that ſwelling Tick 4/und monope- 


lize the reputation of Sc#zce, Whicly'yer:1f 
will "believe the" great" Door ofthe Gentile 
and he tos: broughe wpratithe- fer of Gamaliel, 
the preateſt Rubs; of "the Jews, «was Soience 


| flfly 16 called: © And-God kiwws;:they wane 


fot ſaccefſors/ in this as well- as im; acher] pais- 


_ Hicutars; Men are ſo poſſeft- with :abeir own 


Phaniies, that they take'them- for Orac/es,; and 
think rhey-Tee viſions, and are arrivedr>. ſome 
extraordinary revelations of "Truth when-its 
deed they do but dream revms} and-muſ 

Rlves with the Phaneatick ſdraros: 


ination.: Yet wotild x ur ror 
| op in- che-delaſien; pg Phrerifie were more 


{nnotent;; but like the prondervſorr of Elunerioke, 
they wilt needs be Kings und Reler 5 npoſ} their 


fionnce Wir againſt all that' receive them. .nby. 


on, andoonfuloriamong us; for while one Man 


ion on every body elſe 5 *cig +inw= 
ro rye :ſhoutd be" ſharpand end 


itierice, the one 'of havitry "te quite ovomnry 


Joc, ras -to of al 
=< it, yet Mea tvs ſo mich ally tg 


er than what do, wont 
Hh of thar i * ; 


ico, 


344 fe Cajon Dijae "Chapan. ; 
| ſelf offers: without regret regret... And berween hav : 
Kt, and fo fierce; *tis no-wonder if form 


atiſe.;iandii ſuch-zerpeſts has Relig Q long 

beea-toſſed, that. it: 46s, ty | 
of adivine-mirecalous power, ito keepitfrom Go k- 
ang; for:alas;: mace rt expire nor-wi th 


+he firlk Pn of the Opiniansy: .they 
haps | to jack Doo is raed | 
ipet theiv. Tot meg have their partiſan 


7 rms .who-oot: _ ehhance,. bar Fo 
pena 7 *poſterity. And indeed this. 


> me ya m—— he om 
| ries, pt got. —_ 

d defieg?d-with! combinations confeas- 
Fr > Souldiers; might" prove. 
-rendgeders,\but they would:not -revolt in,vrogs. 
hd degions : We ſhould. not have ſuch-nua) 
-xous-parties,: who! with the mans violation/of. 
£Cbriftzan 


ahe'grevd oat 


es, notfrom 
nd. fimiſber of — » bux 
from the-frf broecher of their Taoliz'd opinions.\l 
cthemenn ime; 2tis a Id cope obeigns hat-a 
little c2:14ip - 617 10ſity - d_ weigh ſo, muchy-or 
me Churches: peaceild little; with! us: Trkagd e. 
erifice che,one, tothe /arif17ion, {hall | 
L&ay;:oreather- tothe wheezing -and: inflaming ef. | 
nao.  But.;4s a:ys6.fadder, —_— 1 


2 


wt) 


| higheſt obligations'to-e 


fiſhers - 
Chilaren,: with picks 


_ *wonder-if they makethe 


LO EU UTESGISDISAT STETTARTTDY TEC ST BRFSS} 


chiefly pe — —_ 7 
and ' whoſe profeſſion' ſhould: devorerto Ti 


noble and moſt - profitable Studies'; nay, havethe. 
orreq&thoſe exdrbitancies 


io-others, which wich-ſuch ov-and Jabowy they: 


propagate and- teach;->*Howr:wourtding a: 
Qacle'1s it to fee our: vr great Hogrlt Hecs 


levat: the Diſftaſſe; C— Pars hom 
androfind- £9 Amana. for. 


of ' men, thus qa ride like. 
up Shells ahd Pebbles onthe 
ſhore ;- and whichiis-yet-moere unmanlyy wreags * 
ling-abour: them! ern pee mrs gs = 


have: travelled-all night and have taken: 'L 
This:ſure is- ſo littleche way to win ans Pro 

he: whoſebulineſs is to deftroy them very: 
contentedly refer! theni- to «this: method; L- 
gladly leave us all -our nice and-fubtle -di/qus 
#ons, upon: the very ſame ſcore that one-of | 
Gorbick Gommunders adviſed the ſparing} of: the 
Laliaw. Schools'and Libraries's- Ler' us," oye 
leave them their Books, that whilft i 
themſelves with ſuchfobies,we mayfu Jue 
at our-pleoſures: ſe is chefaying ofehe Wiſe Many 
There;is ©: wiſdom that: nia bittexneſſ; and 
ſateif-there-boa. wiſdom acquired: by theſe cu- 
rious-enquiries; ?tis'of: this yg like-the knows 
ledge of --Good-and -Evit' attained by our Gtlt 


4 
* 


| Parvnts,<which th jar oppo pr 
| onhjibyars off 
Bo ricaticnca 


= rom andoar.m00 triviatand, vopre. 
_ fable 60 the:other--are like the rorrid and i 
SibZones, the oneconſumnes us withirs hear, the 
other chills; and becums'us with its cold; | That 
nerf tals (this: w— _ Theſe "7i 
ng 'being'too'flight an exerci to 
keepbeer in-our. Chriſinoity, which noc-0 
fl \bup maintains its /ife by ſtrong and Vk 
rage 
race;! provided us an 24577, 
_ Emap 'Þraean thas middle vank of divine truths 
* Which caiid:ro:praftice.» Here-he would-have _ 
7 1a ap kaiows choughts/and fue 
we-ſezr hae they are toodry- 


Dſonus contemplation. ::We ſee as d 
yacore, 'aSany now affurne: to be; found: it 


ferSotherwiſes'; David could entertain. himſalf 
EE Goa: Law: ( not:his ids 


Deceess: orivaunſels ): all the day, fat. i 
; Nay fir feems, the: matter was-10: cops 


Nth oven ddbnaryoF Chr buribvaded-thy 


alehr:alſo:3'forved himito: Soldulicrom: ou 
w-Heftour i;orr this arcdirations, s/ 1:have | 


of Tip which it chusremprs tog;but-gives the 


H_ w  ragona: — 


reduydunt; that ir-could not berconfin'd. with | 


improvement" Jandsat chat: rbourts: 


_ 


* 


Ono Fj . 2 
| . 


divine ſtudy, 'and«if any * ſhall: 


| be truſted co'-conſult farther; let him 6 


ger't0:its- nature, and he will rell-him the very 


de Sn beet ec d..ocofl a. tcl wo 9” 0 4. a A#- wv 2 


exhortation-itq the: ſtudy of this'p 


+ Lo 0/4 Fe 5%; 5 _ EY 4 


, 
J "KEY 


"Wir 


TER ns rs thy commundmennr | « 


_ me. wiler than:'mine: Enemies, 1s. 


derftanding than my teachers, for thy kiwes 
are-my ſtudy; i; Tram: Zr gy” Fry #706, becauſe 
I: keep | thy -commin Pad. 32h, n95; 9h 
100-.Fheſeare highand: liberal | of this 
'd quo 


atv unwelcome: ta pies 


brew wee tapet/erer -fronſach d prigiom ; 


ceſſes, 'and:» under the contrary -defets; iy 
cauſe will ſo. well: bear at open) that: 


with So/omon; whole large deſires: and: hero 
ons: t00. of ; wiſdam; Jour ha 


lame, and: that: not in his: vevaater:ecſtoſies, bur 
in -his moſt compord ſedate temper, : -he ſo- 
lemaly ſeats himſelf in-bis School, reads Ethicke 


to his --diſciples, and- profeſſes: his- deſigri of 
giving/abtilty ro thy fimple;-and to the young 
his whole book of 


of :io-will be-fiuid-ro\be no 


tome -Neyoatenitd batreatianfindic —_ im» 
rov'd and -advane'd- by experiegce allo, when 
e had- not” anl begg'd but 4aught wiſdom, afrev 


he had-given his curioſity- irs fult unbounded 


ange he whole Univerſe and: exa- 
F 8% eunpaſſed «pp ey 


-— WCC "aa | 


ter by S 
tefor 7 | ar mar of 1 
le- matter; d keep bis : Command. 
mts fr rw apnea Duty of Man:-»\nd 
tc a deciſion-of the. wiſeſt | 


d, -be:thought.of weight enough! | 
pert torch Ver fince- there tr ſme wh low | 
not ro weigh in thebatanceofche'S 
ehiat had rarher receive Reſponſes:from 
than from+between the Cherubins : Let: 
leaſt hearigven the: Heathen Oraclearteſting: Sol 
e##terwo beithe: wife man; becauſe be directed 
his ftudics'#6 the moral pars of Learning,” which 
be:did 6 ſuch's degree, chracdifparane all-thoſe 

7 , which: better'd/not Mens 

Manciers;'but were only 'Xay00 oÞO-; 4:n0ife and 

clartdeing of words.” - And: Pythagoras's, School 
- defines Philoſophy; hoy 5 1G lon 

Addrnlayt 


which twozhings are ſai dren fours firſt ra”, 
tae; whoſe itistoremove F aporeas ff 
wabdy, the 'inordination:of out Paſſions: Secondly; 
by Trath,which reſtores Sel 4. the Image and 
pourtraifture of God. .. And fifet. this is the joynt 
ſuffrage both of Religion-and Reafon, why ſhould 

thoſe that pretend toeither; defie both; and vain+ 
ly conſume themſelves'in. unprofitable. ſearches? 
wy ſhould men _ to ſeek: beggary;and | 
--* emptineſs, + 


rs 4 OL ESO BO Ae ERA A+ AER Stn HITS. EG. > >, ESRC... —— : — CT —— 


OO nos OG ama Wars SS OCEzzeS&SGPt. EMS 7 


Chap.x4 & --'Sec0 , 349 
emprineſs, who may = bar is abourbarnbas 
home ? Alas, 'tis-not bare 4nonledgey: how' great 
or univerſal ſoeverz that can poſſelsius of el : 
Were.it-poſſible- for us to. have. window i oo 
Heaven,.to ſee all the Divine Aecrets,;:.yet mal | 
e- be. bur-like the rich:Man's' prope 
Abrabain's boſom, while himſelf was inthe: pw 


romlefs pit. \.\ They ars:.not- only. the grofand 4. 


rerate Siu that muſt feed thoſe fleawes,the moſt 4e- 
riland Sablimatedare rather the moreproper fuel 
for ar immaterial : Fire, —_ _ kno _ 
carry thi ther, renders-us t er company” 

evi nan knew every. thing- but. how to: keep 
biakelfhe y. It wasat once the Obſervation and: 
Wonder 0 Flatarch, . thac whereas God: has-(e+ 
vera incommunicable properties, as Power andIm- 
mortality, Sc. : Theſe all Men afpir'd to, in: the 
mean- time negleted that of Goodneſs, wherein 
hewas willing all Men-ſhould ſhare... And ſure 
there. is\now: cauſe of the ſame complaint, iwe 
would have Omaiſcience and all-parts of Diviai« 
ty. beſides; the: holineſs, . yetalas,: thoſe without 
theſe. would-prove bur fatal-acqueſts, and that 
approach towards being Gods, ,would oaly. make 
ys the more Dewils...c The anly advantagious:as 
well as poſſible w4y.of Affimilation with God. is - 


we 


| by parity, - and the. weans of that; an attentive 
. conſideration of thoſe divine ini Repnlotants which 


are to. rod ps nur qur. practice; theſe at once. dif. 

SEEDS ne 

0 1 en-would nor: e V 

Hong Tang darken they: eclipſe the Tr 
| rut 


350 - Of theCanſes of Diſputes ; Chappuis 
Truths by difficulties of their-own creating, .no. 
Man could: miſs his way- to Heaven for-waat-of 
light, and yetſo yaia are they as tothinkthey obs 
lige the world by involving it in darkneſs, as'if 
their. .mw/s ſhould like: that. which. watered the 
xew- form'd earth, Ger. 2.6. ſupply the-place:of 
the' dew of Heaven. But certainly to all ſuch-ia 
theit- profuſeft liberalities, we: need make no 
other requelt than, Deagewes did to Alexander, de 
firethemooly thatthey will not ſtand betweeng - | 
and the Sox, interceptits rays,and robus of thag. 
which is infinitely better thanany thing they can. 
ive.us.. Were this butobtain'd, we ſhould ſoon; - 
iſcers.the--inconfiderableneſs. of thoſe things 
whale eftets have beca ſo (adly. conſiderable to 
Chrifteadom ;+thoſe many Chimars's whicly wo 
weangle and fight abour, would in this Sun-ſhing. 
appear but mores that-dancein the air, ( though - 
God knows as-we manage them, they are the 
moſt. luxurious Rebels-to the. Prince that rules 
there.) Were but a S.P««/*s doQtrine throughly 
mmbib'd; qur curious Arts, z2g/ipye yedXuucdle; 

wnconcerned Sadie would na it.. hap- 


F CON | | 
pened,. As 19. be fupplanted.; -and our devotion 
og ora here would as:theirs; #3rx up 


innumerable books :of this ſort... And ſure as this 
would be the greateſt, ſoit-would be the moſt 275+ 
emphant Boxfre Chriſtendom everſaw, as being , 
———_—_— Lag - of be gi : ohtx 
exowth, and - preva1 4OF- Wo DI 
bor ry al ge oo 9 ws ſerve hrs inp | 
andobſtrut}, while they da:as mightily advance | 
difſentions and animofities amongſt men, CHAP, 


LE m—— ————_ —_— * ; _ DT —_ 
Chap,z Thitaly; Inter. 
1 y : #4 © ."x T w., 
$» . aadhy ;Y; HF - 
ow " W M . 
. 4 > F 4 jp N ” % p ? ; Pp. 


nn OA WOe OY Oe. 2 0 0. 9. No I 0 0. OP. We. OO POS 3100S GE mv Ws 5 


— —  —— — 


35k 


— <_—_— 


© Intereſt. 


| 4 Survey of the Canſet of "Diſputes; Thirdly, 


I UT belides theſe ro, there is a third Fo- 
FY. © meater of diviſions, which either for irs 
© I: afiivity or ſucceſs muſt not ſabſeribe' e6 


 icherof they, and thar is Incereft. This is hs 
| rw Iapl to which the world bows : To this we 


ur devoureſt homage,” give-it not only' ons 
bnees, bur que hearts 3 and'as "if the taking vs 
rich were a ſecond Creation, that could cancel all 
the'obligations of. the fir ff, we facrilegiouſly'en- 


title our profit-to all the-Prerogatives' of a Crea- 


« 


tor, giveit an abſolute unlimited dominion over 


ww al ow it to preſcribe us all- our meaſures 'of 


good and:evil ;* to'rule not only our: Reafon' but 

Paſſions too, (a Soveraigaty, alas, we would 
never yield tq our: God); and'as if the giving 'us 
lavs: were not Empire enough, - we permit it to 
mpoſe Religions allo; for ſure they that obſerve 
how great an influence it has in-Cherch-affaire, - 
will conclude it governs more than the ferular 


we ſhall find cis no novel uſorpation, but though 
void of other Tizle, has the'Preſcription of mayy 


| prrvofebs world. "Andindeed if we look back, 


er; * Divinity has log finco bepn made rhe 


nai-of Policy, and Religigns modelledby 
D _— conyeni- 


Ye ee Re traces - 
4 : = 
ol . 

be " a 


I $ caſo} Dias, '" 


b n——— we. find frequent mention of thoſe 


conveniencies © of State. The golden Calves be- 
came venerable deities, when they were found a 
£0 ſecure Ferobogw's: Tealbufies:i And Machiavel's 


 '. policy, That Stares ſhould ſerve themſelves of Reli: 
| pegr a-commoh. practice long before *twas his 


ale. And this example of Communities: has | 
been tranſcrib'd by ſingle Perſons. In the Old. 


* | > that riro'd: .the office 1 J 0A | 
Ta, "divin'dfor money, nay = for tore 
ont bandfuls 0 ces 
A fecal inthe. lat ze enough 4 ws tive | 
adyantage Qrce eno to. tur 
imlelt, nee his. Blniey, and and-agie es BH 
LO | his. mou he Treth,. ſa: it 
ope Fry br hs evlen Errors. | Such: 
ere thoſe deceivers of ,whom- .S.-Paud ſpeaks, - 
1.1.11. Wha ſpake thin x they ughe wet fo fi: | 
CON Narnodiy epinltede Heref meg vat 
moſt earn the /ove of money ar:the: - 
Roger, all evil, dhe ages bo pans Are, 
fas Fans kg Sls on erg 
i; «I0.; a "tis eten's 
- that, RT: moſt: Sunanbio Herelies, . eventhe: 
ping « the Lord that bo Mon ſhould beins 
| ELON: . who. hrough Cavetouſae) 
whaadie io their, P 


* . Oo. PIP W528 Be. I. 2-3 EELTE.- IT 0 WOE OP 0 IT” 0 TI ES OP OO 0, ge. +00 8 3 RE. Soo 


, tt 
1 
, 


every Moantebank totry 


roy Dividons, hs haverthence: 


9 ſuggeſt'zo-him too many; and too. 
inſtances, 


— f Revd eo guide. them-to their xeigh 


Thapas. _ R Th "ir . 
n5-nor - ave wee. cauſe;to-wonder ; 
Fae tis obvious-to me can ES | 

ependence berween.Coyetouſheſs and ors 
ra rd ebing ears, ths A ON | ory : 
an Epidemick - aiſeaſe,” give { © 


Fr 


f8. ' 


Men  _ old Trurhs, panty ys are. AC- 


quainted with-them, and. embrace dodQrines 
thewery ſame'reafon,- they. ſhould reject them, 
even becauſe:they are ew: -Wheo. $3 aj No 
fans dun fane 0nchuds zntertain the! 


Ie- will be ceedleſdito tavel far. qui pvp 0 
of elder times, every Man's memory will be able 


 44PC -which-refleQion * I. be” t00 
ch of ſome Mens late pretenceto 
areal purſuit of Gain; and Tha 


Fs 2: ney manyof our Diſputes mT 
"op! peckibd, tr the. Authors xs forolivg, | 
git bat they moreſought.” - A Fog ays had 
erd bow much-the- Populecy were: pleas'd 
with Novetries,. eſpecially ſuch as at once gratifi- 
ike Leviey and their Pride, by caſting ill re: 


AeQions on.the *hn0gs'© or perſons! to whom thay 
. owe 


poor 


—_—— — Sd 


of che Tanſes of Dime: ; . 


__—_ 


7 


Share bo 


mori ron 
ey ary put off o' well. © And would? 


bounty of their- Profely © 
ways of preying for i ſelves; "They w 
providence to foreſee, how uncettain ne 
popular benevolenceis :- Ttiac the ſame giddy and 
violent hamoxr, which had opened thety hands/> 
wine, might by working anorher Way cloſe *li 
a fa fp; : or if their i#6/;»ati0n3 continued; the 


ao ; b” . 
| t0'Go6t _ 
we-were ſeeurey that 'rbi way of Traffick' were... 

? dong as ſs itt 06 


{ 


owned a a | revereges7-and the /iberal cotriburion 1 
fch"Teaxehers meriwith,' ſrwd® ill ro invice | 
Snot into" thac' w0ph;" _ ht var : © 


s © 


pens | 


won ur dbfſentions Cerer cath oor. 
> celery = that bave fo muclyarre# | 
66 feed thern, nd fach importunate uf ro-bIoWw 4 
BUT over 5 of roounſatiables thin 
t w/e of fopy MA Sriolike 


. abilities I 


| buriathepeniteatial iLicanies of the; 


Ot OOO Oren CTS>MEeWncCCYTTSTS2WMD ECT CTESCTSS CT - 


ET ET  If8 


all ; (athiog v  polhble roghoſe, 
or ifhent. ar umrcereg 
yetthatthey wereualikely cogrow in 2 
| waheln aA er Fre mn Fn 
ary-to-have. ſome other: reſerve; belies . 

chemo wogaviniiling & —_ 
t contriv? (o) their | 
| ig Ne qhbgins ou SEall's cir. poſſe 


Fn" ſome.mens oneſty 2 ric 


alas, duh ni Alter of God been I rude 
invaded by: thoſe whole. very. epproechwas a guilt, 
cue quali them echro lay bold wy io Fad; 
who is dectar' be bares robert for darne.ofher. - 
thy The Danglent St —_ 

. this is @ me at, not'tgen- 
and: with that the - 'of 


my: deſign .in” the preſent refleftion-is: _ | 


| - makeir an-avidence how;much coveronſnef. pro. 


motes our. contentions, which ſare is-not mare vi- 
fible any where than in this inſtance: For where 
there isa- deſign of ſupplanting, that neceſſarily 
requires'another of accuſing ; ( even; Fezebel her 
_ projets, nat. to ſeize on Nahorb's Vinod 

without 


as weltas Stare of Germany the Ac 
X ar- iaftance. wm . 


: bus 
had renounced inthe 


 *ZAND would God they had been the only Sefd 
” _ of Men, whoſe do#rines were ſibſibelantin their 


werefts; for ſuch tumultuous and Plebejan prox 


—F_ Fo 


"ety -like:a- land-floud che. ; eal 
[1 fpotbarii fr yet” ſoon.fink/a ow Wed. 


. ” . % Fe 2) OE > IETT as 
. rs —_ c - S "F 
> fomotiogit. urwheazh ame..det 
4 PR e 
| = af - 


Mamomgonns is mſtha CR en-fs the azeafe. 
| + nvary radicated, a5 2: 0nge-dilcourges,' 
 -mogks;the attempts. of care? 3 ns 6h tn: 
Ws ras the caſe-notonly:in 
| Lomero boo "Vnrverſalnd, _atholk 
' 16:diſpaſe-Kingdows, all ocher; prin: 
viples.y nv; Thin leſalc 


P cinder attempt. than, the i a6 o 
FR poibonyyl theſs Dae g/adiiy xþ 
vi d. Fe: me s deſtru$ 


TY 


958 WE of the Canſes = Diſputes ; 


rived from the Pretorian Souldiers,w ho Inſoleatly | 


_ aſſumed the diſpoſing of the -Empire,: wherein 
they at the laſt arrived-to thatimpudence; that ak 


' terthe death of Pertinax they" made opes' portfale. . 
of it. $2) @TiLGv5, - OTE 9 4H 12107 es X60 
punAierg ina baſe awd ſordid manner, as if it hadbeen 
of common marketable ' wares : I cannor ſay the - 
ure of Rome tranſcribes that indecent'© —_— | 


effick: *bat-it bas icother inſtances 


4? : Tx 
, 
», » x5 pf os 
4 4 8 - } 


ers are conferred 


gratee.. And to this f6 advantageous a DoQrine, . 
hog proportion : : Thoſe of Purgatory, In-. 
wl 4 7, and: | ation, are ready inftances,. 
erein/the 4 rtors t 5 themſelyes ſeem to beruna-._ 
g_ but-in a joynt reference"to. 


nimous jn nott 
profit - for when-they- come: to'minvre definiti- 


ons.t pay ecs diſagree; fatisfie one. another, ' 


*common- Dy cs +. and there+ 
ole the bare Fe h2kks backe 


he fr 1 "4 porn tar was wen } the 
ben they deſcended to pan Andin 
| pr, $1025 Were. vari 


Jodgmene. And FOIL ſtrange 


F -" arroogary 3% fy, that*cisnot.very 
pt 
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ch,-and Anatheme's 


een El 


was tothe Wounds of. | 
e DoQrines, that.one would wonder how-from - . | 
fo. differmy premiſes, they ſhould all -jnfer-che - 

me concluſh |; wereit not thagthe conſdiration 
gps too potent-for - the diver 9 of - | 


A. 


May %." ey & - => IZs % bad, nt 
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| Chap.rgi . Thirdy, Intereft, ' © 359 

Was givetiro-ic, wher in; the matter of. Taduts 
* ' gexcer, there was (by the Teſtimony oftherr own 
\ Writers) four different Qpinions, and yer all;C« 
" rholick + which moderation ' towards Sptcu/ative 
 difſenters, compar'd! with! the great” ſeverity. 
 apainſt thoſe that' oppoled-its. Pratzice, ſpeaks 


© ood enough thar the 0rchodoxy of the point lay * 


\- | wholly in'iche- profirableneſs ; and that Luther 


| bitaſelf had been no Hererick, had he buſied him- 


7 felf only in-ſuch dilquiſitions, as impeded" nds 


| the gain of that DoQtrine. Nor is this merely 
furmiſe ard conjefture, for if weicoofult *the 


| memorials of thoſe tranſactions, we ſhall find this 


was the thing that moſt alarm'd Rowe, pur that 


| Court in almoſt as great a commotion, ds che birch. 


F 


de 
! 
ig 
? 


; | of Chriſt did Herod's: andaccor 


- . 


of Ct gly in their pri- 
. vate conſults, the cloſer cabals of rhe Colledg 
* the /ecuriap chis part of their: invaded trea : 
was the grand deliberarion, upon whichaccount it 


_ | was, That when Adria» ſhewed fome Thclinarion' 


| ts the reforming abuſes. both in this: and: drher 

- | teſtances, one of 

- | the intrigues of affairs, admoniſht him againſ 

/ | that unskilful piece of izgenniry, not only from 

.  } the example of his Pyedeceſſors, who. were Thos 
| Jute never ro confeſs faults by mezding them, but 

| by repreſenting to him, < Thar no reformat 

" | *Tconld be' made, which would not no 


his Cardinals whobetter knew 


} 


ably di 
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*miniſh the rears of rhe Church, whichhaving 
'*three Spiritnal, Lndulgences, Diſpenſarioas, - 
'*and Collatiois of Bezefices ; no: one: of them 
M1 Aa 2 | *could 


-. 
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& could/be: ſtopped 'but; that one. quarter of: the 


126 revenues/would:.be .cut off.” -Wihat a: refem- 
' blance thisadvicecarries tothe oration of -Deme- 


- ri to his fellow:crafts:men,): eg 5 A, _ 
yen conth 


- not ſlacd) 'to:demonſtrate, bur 
2derationsas this, -bear:/ſway in Church matters 
_ where profit ſhall:be'the Touch forte both-for faith 


x £ Gn 5..0r* Peace bought: wirk. | 


"£4.98 #8 


Eu 62s 6 atits a) 


Yi AND rho ivit whichowinates fadly- as to | 


| / gur.(divifions with: the! Romwaniſts, ' were our .dif- 


: they: would hke the /mattr clefts in the ground, 
wr nv-not ing but a cooker /ea/o» to; cement; and 


s,.(but of corporations and. ſucee 


an] arthquake, and...threatens.:to ſwallow- all 
' "ahatditempr;to cloſe it;-and. reſerves-irs:cure on: 
| y ox,omnipotence: Indeed till Piritza/and ce: 


aks-whichare now mixt and confounded,: the 
| berresrodiſguile the pens k 


tenthe-uotiappy +3 of turgin all, even 
pron 1s (elf into A we muſt print hope 


_ toger out. of the: _ REG 3; our fia will; Ki i F 


and-manners,. wearenot.to wonder if go 6b! 1 


; Mens; eſteem. 1 is of? far mars vw | 


yabeproduftef Heat and: Paſſion, | 


o loſe: m :.:/but:when. they.are thus formy'd: into | 
- DD80et ft, become'the ideſign nor of ſing/e_per- | 


achi ſeenis like. the ſciſſures and rupewres.of | 


' when, concerns. be'..reduced -into their, proper - 


E er0us ſubordination | . 
- of the:nobler to: the ioferiour ; till we, .have for: | 


jercer, 'and, withchis-unnatural; efz/#'ro -|- 
e.not:the:Drof, but'the purer. Mcral.,; oh I 
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| Cvap-ygt _ —Th9ih, Intereſts 

- © A word;*tillmeacan ſever: themſelves from: cheir 
1} Avariceand:meart purſuits of gain, they wilhne- 
| ver:ceaſe toſeparare frommtheir brethren: + For as: 


VEET97eR 


#.V- 


RPYTY 


X rr 


| the moſt-/overaiyn Balſams'i cannot: cure-a thurt. 
- while the arrow. remainsiiehe fleſh; ſo: neither 


_ | canthe moſt patifick Renidieratall availz:fo long 


[| Rill-Rickin (6/400 i er ens TH9l2 ep ett 
_- BU T-in: the” mean: time! *tis a Melancholict 


| conſideration.:that' Chriſtianity ſhould be/by-its 


| Profeſſors thus nnworthily profiicured;-thatthe 


many various and'oppolſite. Religiotis,. for which 


| we ſeverally.pretend-fo much zeal;: ſhould/bebut 


"* 
* af 
L 


' divers :ways:to the ſamecarreligious end; -where- 
| in our-Z/zers ſeem. torefemble:thoſtin'ithe''Sto-- 
| ty of Saſazmi,] who! when they; 'meant'to pare 
+ with eachcather, yet. did unawares meetby. the 
| impulſe of the fame Luſt.: :'We'find, it moved the 
| . patience. even of the Limbuf God, toſee: bis Fas * 
1}  ther's hoſe made a houle oÞmerchandiſe, though 
4 + the Traffick was:for the furniſhing of Sacrifices: 
1 . with what:abhorrenceimuſt we rhink does: he. 


- pow: behold thoſe; 'who' drive: ſo-much a worſe - 


[ trade init - who ſell-ot «ccommodatians for wor- 
| hip, bur the worſhipirſelf ro accommodate their 


Intereſts, and do not only make Gain d»the Tem-. 


| ple, burof it?. A'thing:the facrilegious!: Rapine 
| of our ae och eas ans ra where: be- 


| fides\the-revendes, the: veryfabrick and materials 


. of Churches; have-been'1 markerable wares: Fu- 


| d&"s good! husbandry-tias been:taken up; and ad 


quid \Perditio hee? ' put a5 the common. Motto 
29\L Aa 3 upon 
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upon every thing that covld be ſold for wore, nay | 
ſometimesfor /ef than Three hundred pence. And | 


as Dionyſizs took away'the golden beard from 
Eſeulagins, 'to-' reQifie the indecency of the 
. Son'shavinga beard'when the Father had :none : 
and Fwbanrobb'd the Chriſtian Altars with this 
| ® Sarcafm, &# | nrolors. oxeveow vepnlerrar 6 


Maes es los” that *tw4s wnfit the Sou of Mary ſhould 


be fero'd in Pltre;'\ Sondo men now a-days make 

ſelves 7egu{ators of holy things, corre the 

indecariens frhe SanQuary, that _ _ rifle 
es A 


its :reaſures,> Thus do wee the Apoſt| rema- 


tion ſadly: vetified, That: choſe who wil be rich fall | 


#nto'T\ emplation, aud £/nare,1 Tim.6. 9.Such is the 
cedinoſs ofa caveroer appetite, that it: ſwallows 
PD ſermety whatever looks like prize, and 


ratherſthanitwant-its prey, God Himſelf ſhall ' | 


be rob#d; Nay; *ewere to. be” wiſhe in this in- 


flanee, char That were aff ;| bur alas, he is-mocke | - 


too, 'oſed not only anjuſth, but" contumelioufly ; 


we thus make him a property” toour ſordid de- - 


5, 'and when he hasprofelt that he will-notbe 

rv'd rogether with Mawmwon, we attempt that 

which is yet far more blaſphemous,and make him 

pay ſervice tohim ering he diſdains to ſhare 
it whenpaid by others; . 

- NEITHER'is: Conpeeluſiel che only Viee 

thar ſerves its interett*upor Religion; bur as'tis 

made'a fa#or for that, {o'is it a cloak and diſge 

' for many other. - Of thisthe-Catah 

mirjve Hereticks give ſufficient' witneſs; divers 

whereph as the Nieolltaye, C rekrpng Cloporre 

| fjans, 
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| tian, and Groſticks ſeem. to have conſtis 


.. Introduce-the molt . 


ww 


| / 3 'concern of ſuch to have ſoc 
| ; [: "P 


-ſencigns. . 


au. cod 


ed. di- 
ſtint ſeQs inChriftionity; only that they: might 

ſal parts. of Heatheniſm, 
and pretend an aſlociation-io Religion, when. 1n- 
deed it wasin/«ff. How far ſomeof our modern 


' Sefts reſemble them. ia .this - p ieuler,. 1 will 
ugl 


not. undertake to-pronounce-:: thoughthere want 
not. thoſe: who.make-/evere, and' not 2probable 


..conjeRures concerning it. . But whether that be. 


the main... delign-or no; cis certain both that 


wickedneſs, and many other find. great ſhelter 


among them. .. He that. brings. eſolgtjon to up- 


how many or how great vices ſqever he. brin 


| withit; and he that is of a_ godly party, ſhall, in 


ſpight of the loudeſt-Guilts be a-Godly wer... So 


|. WErEFOVIOME 2 thing is it in ſome-mens aceconnt_..to 


be fa#iow, that it covers the multitude of  fins.: 


| - hence.it is that Criminals ſofrequently fly tonew 


1 4 


Churches for Sa»Zsary: and *twill ftill be. the 
editable. a Refuge ; 
and therefore we are not ta wonder if thi Intereſt 
combiae with the former in promoting our Dil- 


- - our gu-/t too, that have more-than one vile end 
- ,to which we .accommadate-our.Piety : and ſtill 
. implies the greater «f70n7,to- our. 
. |  manythemore and baſer intereſts 
der his Patronage. Alas, is it not. enough, as Fob 
-ſpeaks, to. bide our  iniquities in- 0ur-b 


we ſhroud un- 


muſt we wrap them in the Veilof the SewiFuary * 


Aaa4q We 


*- y | | F he Cauſes of DiPuer; 


Weread t] that Goats once Terit's revering or” he 
n 


Fabervacle ;'but here” by an improus 


J- verſion, 
the Tebrratele” "mitt 


prefetved- under hs Shadow of Religion. Phu: 


tarch tells-ug; thitt when Mucellar would have * 
conſecrated" 4"'T; emple joynely (to Honour” atid. 


Virtue, 'rhe' 'Prieffs reliſted it; ſaying, '#w6'Gpas 


vileſt © Heovias This is ſure the higheſt Conmumely 
| tothe vine 'Majeſty j; and: never could the bo- 


i brou | zl” the moſt Farks” miſchiefs onthe 
A N D now.yrould God all that are combi 


i ji ple! would oberl ponder the weightof . Þ 
Ir," Thereare'fwo things *ot-which-Godhas iex- | 
preſt himſelf peculiarly | Tender, his honiowut and © 
his Hier nbge ; "this is theinvadinghim in'both;; "the 


the 6x5e'to' eproach and Conternpr; and 
to/Ruineand'Deftrufion { and:doubt- 


gs were Acre wthing of 'theformer, this later 
Cy moon ſadly: aceounted for:  Te*remmaths 
"of infamy upon 4chan; that the 


| 4 | ned Fheetiovorich himſelf and on Baleam, 
Max be"mor" only loves the wages of iniquity, bir 
Hh enſngged 
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@ covey: to tie Goats 
The 'moſt beftial upp petites be-both concealed" and. 


&. 4 *% 
- v7 CY ERIE RS» abs 


ve "not in one C wth, and if their vain deities. 
Qed Tuch's/folemnity of ReſpeQ, and would 
abt-be Inmares'to oze another," can'we think the: . [ 
rrac God will becontent tobe made fo to all-gur ' | 


ion of "deſalation more pfoperly*be ſaid to - |- | 
DE in this ſence : for as'the ++ | 
thres | s-are fitly expteſt by abomi- | 
ei of them by deſo/ation ;* they: | 
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| cnſnared the: people'iw' uncleabnef +" and ure the 
| - ame with many aggravations belongs to:thole; 


M65 
TOTP a 


| - whobythe like unworthy praftice, have- not om: 


ly rendred the Church a prey to: foreigners, bur 


| | madeit fo ro ſe/f; engap'd one part of it agaiinit 
. Kigion ſeems now+nearer «extinCtion, *rhan our 


; bt af 5 > - x- "Sp. » A Y 
quarrels about ite 
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.--FOUR T H-grand- cottribbrer to/ our 
--diſſentions 'is Pſion, -which being by 
God and natureplacedin a-ſubſerviency 


to reaſon, when it quits its proper /Fation 'and 


affumes empire; it muſt 'needs'diforder and-fub- 


. vert not only the ſtateof the Mind, but” of every 


1hing-apon which'itthasan Influence.  F ſhall 
not here attempt-any” Philoſophical diſcourſe ei- 
ther of-rheir »«t#rc'or znmwber ; all that: concerns 
the prefentenquiry falls under one of theſe two, 
our t>ve; or our hate*; and is either kindneſsand 
prepoſſeflion, or ſpight and prejudice : 'For'the 
firſt of theſe *tis a thing which” common'expers- 
ence atteſts ro be'a' moſt forcible © corrupter of 
the underſtanding, which being by native righic 


_ delign'd' a Fudge, is-by this interrupted-in-frs 


office, 
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 efice, not permitted to make. 


-. 
4 


ed : But. (as it fares ſometimes. with Magi/rates 


_ io popular iofurreQtions) forced to. give..counte. | 


ance 19ts 7 volerion, $0.0W9 Dor ts proper 
native dictates, but uch as are prefented to, it, 


% 


| by the prejudieate Phaocy.... Andas it thus lays 
refraioropon the ſapercor partof the Mind, keeps 
the undertianding infetters, ſo. (to complete the 


inverſion) it takes-offall ties from the izferiour : 


Gives not only licence, but incitation to the other 


Paffions to take/their freeft range, to.aQ with 


the utmoſt impetuoſity, And ſure there can no- 
thing more be. requir'd, to render it a malt apt i- 


knee, aherecan be no.cod of conteading. , And 
theccuth of this is, .God knows, too ſadly Jiſcer- 
Bible in our Church controverſies, . which, derive a 
Fountain. ... -.-.. | 


QF, this prepoſſeſſion. there .are. two..Sorts, - -. 
the one. relating to Dod#rine,. the other-to Per- 


foxs; by the firlt I mean, aotaſober conſtancy.to 
choſe principles: which. bging firſt imbibed by 


bug an eager #enacit7. of Qpigions, not {a much 
poo Irs or Evidence, as upona confus'd. irra- 


Qrines.merely-for themſclyes, and chen. making 


- 
-< 


meaſured : 
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frameme of Tumule and Confuſion. - For;when | | 
every opinion that is taken up, ſhall inſtead. of - 
rea{on and argument,. arm it felf with beat and io- | 


cate0n, are afterwards retaig'd upon Judgment, 


ll. kindnefi; a Platonick love of ſome. Do- - 
them the fan2ards, by which all others axejeo be 


at 


= 
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T " meaſured:: i And this kind of prepoſſeſion-is no 


-- | firanger inthe World, there being multitudes of 
F. Men,: whoaffert opinions withallimaginable ve- 
| hemence, who can give nobetter ground' of ir, 
4. bur becauſe they like them : And as the wifer ſort 


|. chaſe a Tenet, becauſe *tis righr:; fo theſe con- 

”. clude*tis right, becauſe they havechoſen it; And 
| - having thus enamour'd themſelves of their Hele- 
- us; they expeQall ſhould adore,norcan' heeſcape 
 - thenoteof Prophaneneſs that refuſes. By this ab- 
B poke mans it'is, that ſome '\do&#rines, -which 
4 would themſelves ill abide the Teff, are: become 
| the Towh-fore both of DoQtrinesand Men, and 


|} no Opinion or Perſon ſanQified'which bears not 


this impreſs. '' need not ſtand to give inſtances, 


_ |  citherof-the Do&#rines or the uthappy i#floexce 


_ 4 . this eſpouſing of them has had on our difſentions ; 
|. but indeed this kind of prepoſſeſon is oftentimes 
. theconſequent of agother ; and this great vercre- 
tion of ome; Opinions is founded in' the reverence 
of their Authors: | Men take: upa confidence” of 
the earning or ſanitity of a Pelſon, and'then all 
his #otions are received implicitly, ſtrialy embra- 


| J ced, but- not ſo. much as lightly examined; 


and this admiration of mens Perſons, 'has in all 
ages been of -huge miſchief tothe Church; has 


nurſt up privere phancies' into ſolemn pablicker- - 


rors, and givenan'unhappy perperuity tomany . 
Heterodox Opin; which would iſe vo apy 
_ red with their #-f Pn This ſeems -t> 
have been foreſeen by S: Paul, when he fo ear- - 
neſtly exhorts the Corinthians againſt the aſert 
&, | bing 


of aa Das, ; Chapix6 1 
= Faith to their ſeveral reſpeQive Teachs; } 
ers But ſure Fam, *twas ſadly experimented by - | 
| OO ECAINES) whoowed many of their Wn. 
path oped A & yew gnant: inſtance hereof was! 
el ;- which-in {pight 0 of/its: improba-i” 
| prevail'd long;and almoſt eniverſally —_ 
e Treth upon:the ftrength'of Authority. a 
hoty man and-Scholar of S, John, having Cell | 
| rig the-efeew:of his Perſon canoniz'd his: ; | 
Gfuke, wichoſe rather toadmit a dofrine;; | 
nagrecableneſsto rhe GoſpehOcconotny: 
rendeed ie 4 rnomwgrvaborioam £15 romp i © 
dw iyplows merry -* And the'force:ofthis is. yet: | 
2-CO pm ber fnre nn _—_— 7M 
OUNCE: Fr s, not only among the/algar,: who: 
are commonly flexible -to-any/new Imprefion,, | 
cot grove RN: os —_ og 3 
lightria r generation; Jauftin:Marryr and Tre-' 
vewhaving-ovin'dithe Opinion, and-intimated it,” 
-hav n-received by many; others*no leſs Or- 
thodox,z and if ſuch-a'ſeduRion could: prevail; ſo, - 
ly-ia:thoſe put times, befare-mens. intereſts: 
Jplcen;were adopted-into their Religion, and: 


bego voluntary-'ertors, if 1-ſay, the. mere reput as 
tion: of a- Teacher was then lingly ſo. operative; 
| weſcangot wonderat its efficacy in \conj 
with-ghoſe aunilitries, which worſer._ times have | 
brought- in. What concurrence-of thoſe. there, 
waggnthe ſeveral-Hlereſies, which-afrer-infeſted. 
ureh, ſhall nor-now.examine,: harris vi-. bh 
| Gbletharmeny.of them grew coalidera / 
CIO aftboie Authors ; thus: Tatienuerips- 


ON 


; | _ deliver up themſelves in, a blind. 


—_— 


\ wor he == ,of. being, Dog "Honges: = 
1} had an advantage. to dillemioate;his.iorrars, 
'} not only his, bur thoſe.of Origen,. Apolbmanizan 
|  \Novarws, . gain'd abettors fram the. repured-Qrd 
- doxy of the. Perſogs that propos'd; them,.;awho.ha- 
ving aſſerted the Faith in [ome.paints,. {pq agg 
Hed the-more proſperonlly, to: Ks pf OE 
', NOR. has-4t- 09 COOR 4 
- -"eimesto 'bave felt the miſc iefsof ſuch prepoſſel | 
ion; the diſeaſe has ſtill adagogl and ron ger 
improved in-worlſe &, 00 ow-much:m n 
more degenerated from-prumiterie ant 
cheeſe, roſelyte is-go! Janger,.not.oaly.fcam 
the blindneſs, but ec or his-guides.ans 
js often. led out..of i pau hses 
draw paſſengersinto ways for the:better. oppor- 
tunity. of robbing them : But? cis not. my.-preſeat 
buſineſs 4.00 oe hue, and "Th after. chants t0:6x2- 
mine what intent 10ns of thole leaders ax 
mulpade, their crftable admiring-folaversi:;; 
for my purpoſe. co:,obſerve,.thas.,ch 


| the dictates of any mano, are.in his. power .c0.be 
©. abuſed by him. if. he. pleaſes;,.1. ſhall leave.it.co 
others, roeſtimate.the probability that. chey-ſhall - 
nat be aQually ſo ;-Butcertaioly.chis may.be.f 
. that theſe Zarer ages bave heypnd all che forwer-gi 
/ ven-Opportunities ofſeducigg:toan y,chas will fe 
them... The 9ne eftabliſh'd, Dotrine ofiufallbs. 
_ * 45 among the Romaniſts is eminent forits: PrPPris 
| - ety that way,; while. woes FAN. of { 
K 19 ſomething they call infaluble, *ris evident har 
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= che faith of che ignorant Volga 
' jnro that which they acknowl 
. the DoRrine of their immediate 


eachers. | But 


ble; the leaft retration of a mi- 


ne ations of x that"Church ſufficient 


_ tovwith ovement of worſe circamſances, 
I yaw) calichen worſe, by how much the probabs- 


, 'n commeniry, Find how mich again the vo: 


es of my Profeſſion, 'arid 


mens Perfons'is a freadi r diſeeſe that has over- 


inveigh againft implicit faith et if ic bethrough- 
| ly ſeann'd, "twill appear” iter here as 


ar reſolves ir ſelf 
oft fallible ;- 


indeed takeir at thebeft, ſuch a perfiweſion is nor | 
 onily'i enecrror'in it felf, and an-apt founderion for Þ| 
Iincumerable- 6thers, but it neceſſarily-renders_.. | 


v being fo #1 with the claim'of infal-” 

bits, that while they retzin the ove,” they muſt * 
_ wy ll chey Pp bong nor Ent they _ 8, = 
| = that has been, che 
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ine tape are , mg under the 'extempora- Þ} 
11 provate per, < beg than the fixt rules 


is more excuſeleſs, than 
Gag ebHgeizn of Conſcietice'. | 
poſe And as cothe' matter of Fat, I . | 
henlSiovridei enough that the admiration of © | 
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b Teas Fourthly, "Paſpon;. +. , 372 
# the &-we differ: abour. Hethat, ads. 
| - poſes that tothe Concleve, will yet tame- 
| ly payit coa.C/affr: and hecharrefules ic. there, 
'4 yieldsitto the. Votes af a Congregations! Church; 
{ or ifhe hold out againſt thariroo, yer chules-10 
] himſclf ſome private Teaheron which to caft it; 
" | Like Miceh, Jong: Makes bim 4 Teraphins aud 
. «Prieſt. t00, Fe private ufc; and then: confi 
confu his Oracle, xn has nothing ro.do- 
_ | bur believeits refonſes,, Nay, thac which makes: 
| themarter * hraagprtge Fn ul : 


b hes hs EB ES, oh ay 
. -F the Pope, -have preſeacly; made him' eheirs, $4 . 
+ fp 10g that Zeal ani indication of 4 w/o ofe guide, 
oY Froevergtio mop x: megane 07 Ons 
F ences, 4s:that he exclajm'd-a perha ens" . 
_ |. vied) elſewhere? And the ie infos - : 
. ] be given among our otherdiſlentio ics. At 
} this has taught ſome Seducers:a- Fs, a1 b 
| made them obſerve to what opinions their Proſe. 
| lyres had the greateſt*averſion, and /by comply- 
[| _ ing withtheir azer {6 fieal away their/ove,. that -. 
F _ + rig Jead otic they what wer 
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 - every wevmh we Forget 5 char-can 
7 ownither ith; and fure we do pong re 
| or note fatally miſtake any thing than in apply” 
| -ing#that'venerable »4mc rochings ofa far injeripy, 
| nay ſometimes of a'conrrary nature, | How-often 
upon 
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iblegh 


} Chap.17.  Fifthly, Zeal,  - 389 
| thy ſelf, leſt-thou alſo b: tempted, -W here the:com- 
} mon Peccability of mankind is urged to. induce 
F Commiſerationand Gentleneſs towards the Ot- 
}  } fenders; andifthis be of force 7» ſin, where the 
4 concurrence of the will renders the'perſon. more 
1 inexcuſable, it will ſurely hold much more-in bare 
} Error, which being purely involuntary, ( for.no- 
> 
1 
y 
; 
: 
4 


thing is properly Error farther than itis-ſo;) *tis 
to be lookt on rather as the diſeaſe than crime of 


7 againſt men for being ſich, but compaſſionately.ta 
4 endeavour their recovery, why ſhould we here uſe 
1-4 ſomuchacontrary methox?' ?Tis true indeed, /*tis 
+ F neceflary ſometimes in order to the Care;:and 
3. ſometimes for preventing the 7»fe#:oz:of others, 
F\.todoſome things «xeaſie tothe Patient; and what 
-.4F © tends regularly co either of theſe Ends, may in- 
2 this caſe alſo be Charitably done, by thoſe that 
{4 have Authority : - but 7ha7 differs as far from our 
- 4 vſual/everizies, as the /ancings of a Phyſician: do 
be \from the wounds of an Adverlary:; or publick Di- 


"_— Y 
S. 4 


{4 ſcipline from 9rivare'Spleen. So that. notwith-- 


4 ſtanding this,we may reſumeour coxc/nfronandin- 
7 ferfrom the Errablexefoof our Nature, the reaſon- 


Ut 


7 ableneſs of compaſſion to theſeduced. And asitthus 


ar® 
T I 
2. 


-4 prompts us to look gently-upon others, ſo alſo to 
7 refle& 7mpartialy. upon our ſelves; and conſider. 
4 how poflible it is, that even whilit we condemn 
4 - others, wemay indeed be ia the wrong, and then' 
7 - allthe\ InveCtives' we make at their ſuppoſed Er- 
- F rors, fall back with a rebounded force upon our. 
 F ownre«/ones.If this PRO were but adverted 

= i T GC tO, 


the 'Perſon:: and ſince we uſe nor to exclaim- 


——— 


390 of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; Chap.17, 


to, it would make us leſs poſitive and Dogmatical * 


in our- opinions, and ſo conſequently take away 
one main ground of contention :. for though we 


often quarrel about matters, which are indeed but 


conjettural, yet not till we efteem.them ocherwiſe ; 
and when we conſider how many men have vehe- 
meatly believed «pparent falſbrods, it may well 
allay our cozfidexces in all thoſe caſes, where we 
have not ſame firmer ground than our ows ( or.in- 
deed any humane ) judgmert to build ont. , 

-'AS for thoſe who have: the ſureſt grounds. of 
Perſwaſion, and by their Rcurity of being them» 
{elvesin the Truth,have the more reaſon to be car- 
neſt in propagating it to others ; let them in the 
ſecond place conſider how neceſſary tis to chuſe 


« culprlapt means to that good end, without which - 
they do but - undermine #them/ſelves,. and defeat | 


their own 4/75. Indeed Prudence is not only a 
Morel, but Chriſtian Virtve ; and ſuch as isnece(ſ- 
 fary.to the confticuting of all others : without it 
Devotion degenerates-into Superſtition; Libera- 
lity-into - Profuſeneſs, and this of Zeal becomes 
only a Pious kind of Phrenfie. And of Perſons 
ſo poſſeſt God: may ſay-as A4chiſh did. of David; 
x Sars. 21.15, have | xced of mad men? No ſure, 


the defence of Truth is to0 noble acanſe to beſo ma- : I 


naged; itsChampioxs are not like men in a fray.to | 


make every thing a weapon that. they. can firſt 


Anatch up,and lay on as chance or fury guides, -but: . 


are deliberately to conſult the,- propereſt gxpedi-: 


| 


F 


; 


ents,uſe not.only force. bur fr aragem againſt the E-i | 


nemy,and yet withal to take care that while 42,5 7 
Tt oppoſe | 
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Chap.r7. : Fifthly, Real. po 391 


oppoſe one, another gain not advantage : "For alas, 
*cis indifferent to ourgrand Adverfary,by which of 
his remptations we fall, and if by fubverting the 
faith of ſome, he ſhipwrack the charity of others, 
he has his exd, and triumphs at- once»both over 
the fecn/ativeand praftick part of our Religion. 
A ND. this may induce a farther: confiderati- 
on,andprompr us toexamine what degree of guilt 
lies on-thoſe who either. out of a blind; or raſh 
zeal have given him this advantage. +: And here 
though I cannot doubt,but God makes great allow- 
ances to the miſcarriages-of ſincere intentions, yet 
perhaps: we have'carv'd more liberally: to out 
ſelves than he deſigns us,and prefume our Security 


 . greater than intruth it is. For how innocent ſoever. 


4 yoo purpoſe may make our Error,yet*cis a pris 
viledge beyond all poffibility of grant, 'that-our 
fins ſhould be fo alſo'j-therefore if our miſper- 


|- ſwafions beget wicked praCtice, we' may be ac- 
countable for the oze, 'though not for the other, 


We find indeed S.'Paw/ alledges his ignorance, 'as 
the-cauſe of his finding mercy, for his perſecu- 


ting the Church, but we are to remember 'what 


that mercy he there refers to is ; not that of ab/o- 
lution, but'converſion : and had he-refifted>the- 


_ later, though with never fo full a-perſwafionof 


his doing wellinit, I much doubt whether-his - 
good meaning would have ſecur'd him the for- 
mer ; So that all the exconragement; that Example 
can afford is,” that God may-probably do more fot 


| thereducing an erri»e thana malicious Perſecutor :- 


And whea *cis conlidered that all the odds 'thar 
| CES: Chriſt 


wu Lad 


Chriſt makes between him that does ill k»owingly 
and#izmorantly,is in the aumberof firipes: we muſt 
reſolve our ſtakes are no ſuch Amulets as totally 
to ſecure us.” And then whether-. our guzlrs ſhall 


not ſwell in-proportion to the is wedo, is a que- ' 


ftionthat ſurecan never be reſolved in the nega- 
tive: iforifa good i#tention cannot alter the zature 
of Sin; ſure ir can as'little change their degree, or 
makethat of two: perſons equally miftaken, the 
"murder of the one, ſhall not be'a greater Crime 
than an-#xremperate ſpeech of the other. - And up- 
onthis meafure the accounts oferring zeal arelike 
to riſe very high with many ; unleſs we can think 
Rebellion':'and Bloudſhed, Sacrilege and Schiſm, 


with'all-that'train of zealous \Enormities to be 


light. and rrivial. © Ft | 
"NOR willit at all legitimate zhe/e,or any other 
Crimes, though they: ſhould happen to-be com- 


mitted in the defence of Truch + Of this S: Peter is . 
4 ready inſtance, who-when to geerd him, who 
' was Fruth it ſelf, he had '>:olazed the Authority 


of the Magiſtrate-in wounding an Officer ; (Chriſt 


reprehends his 'raſhnefs; and inſtead of applaud- | 


ing his zeal; upbraids his «b/ardity;"that could 
"think his'weaz aids (conſiderable to him, who 
. could command Legions of Angels to his reſcue. 
And furehe is not fomuch more impotentin his 
£ tory, than'he was inhis exizanition, as now to 
need our Sins tofecure any of his concerns ; and 
.1f $. Peter were'thus:check'd for «ſing that Sword 


which he was a lictle before warn'd to bay, it mult | 
ſure'ſer an ill 'CharaQter upon thoſe eummnltuow | 


reforma- 
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Chap«17- Fifthly, Zeal. © > 3M 
reformations, which have ſo much employed the 
zeal of later ages, to which therecan never want 
a concurrence. of ſeveral great ſins, the gmt? 
whereof -will ſcarce be wiped off, by their deſign'd 
ſubſerviency to Truth; - what degree of extenua- 


_ tion it may afford, is hard to pronounce, ſince-we 


have no7%/e to meaſure it. by. But whatſoever it 
1s,: we are to-remember,'ithat it can belong only 
to ſuch a Zeal as is purely religious, that mixes not 
with our Paſſions or Intereſts; and therefore be- 
fore men beroo forward to-appropriate any Indul- 
gence of that kind, *rwill be neceſſary to Exe- 
mine, whether no (iniſter adherenat- have vitiated 
that zztegrity of their-pprpoſe, to which alone ic 
can {even by their own-award andſentence) ap- 
pertain. Og EIT 43 Ca vIN 
I HAVE inſiſted the more on zh#, becauſe 
many are apt to aſcribe too _unlimitedly tothe 
force of.a good meaning,.'to think that is able to 
bear the ſtreſs of wharſoever Commiſſions they 
ſhall lay on it ; and by thus-preſuming-on their 
Antidote, venture boldly: on the deadlieſt poiſons, 
To ſuch the foregoing conſiderations may be uſe- 
ful; and by robbing chem ofthat imaginary Secu- 
rity, help them to ar7ea/ one, by making their good 
purpoſes the Direor of good at#ions, not the Ar 
pology for | bad. This would make Religion look 
conſonant to itſelf, which now groans under the 


. reproach ofall-thoſe Ills, that are ated under its 


Patronage; and ſure to reſcue her from. ſuch a 
ſcandal, is-buta very moderate piece of compaſſion : 
Yet would God ſhe might- obtain it even from 
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| 394 | Of the C zaſes of Diſpates E Chap..8$. 
' thoſe who profels themſelves her greatelt Votaries : 
But'alas, *tis one fad circumſtance of her ruine, 


-that ſhe ows it to ſuch; | that thoſe Weapons 


which ſhould defend her, thus recoil into her Bow- 


els, -and zea/ {ſhould' do her more miſchief than 


prophaneneff ;for while: ſhe is but ſcoffed at by 


thas;ſhe is wounded by th :' nor are thoſe wounds 
everlike tocloſe, tilt our Zeal grow more 6ba//a- 


mick, partake of thoſe healing qualities of Love and 
Meekneſs; the want-whereof has rendred it fo 
unhappily-inftrumental co our DiltraQtions. 
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A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; Sixthly, 


 Wlenefs.. 


ae UT as thi over-afFive humour has done 
"<< abundant miſchief to the Church, ſo is it 
B obſervable, That the dire contrary has 
done as much ; nay,which is yet ſtranger, the one 
15 frequently: the produ@t of the other, and our 
to0 buſiz zeal fprings from our too great Idleneff, 
How much ſoever this may ſound like Paradox, 
yet both reaſon and experience atteſt the Truth of 
ft; for we are'toconlider that God has put an 

ive principle into man, which *cis impoſſible ſo 
to ſuppreſs, as that there ſhall be a total ceſſation 
from motion : and therefore every intermitting of 
ſober, regular aQtings, makes way for wild Extra- 
vagant* ones; foras nature is faid-ſo vehemently 
£0 abhor vacuity, "that che very inanimate hodiey 

| ey | Wou 
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Chap.18. Sixthly, Idlenefi. 395 
* would forſake their ſpecifick motions to preveart 
it-: So when the -7i»d is empty, when it has no 
worthy and profitable ſpeculation to entertain it, 
_ every the moſt improper and preternatural Objec# 
offers it ſelf, and-importunately crouds in-to fall 
the vacuum. This ſeems to have been well under- 
ſtood, though ill applied by 'Pharaoh, when he 
thought the //-aelites propoſal of Travelling into 
the wilderneſs to their Devotions, was the Ef- 
fe of their too great leiſure at home z and there- 
fore enereales their :4«ks as the propereſt- way of 
diverting their deſign: and in like manner we find 
thoſe that treat - Politicks aaliſt upon the neceſſi- 
ty of keeping the Peoplebuſie, in order to- which 
it is, that they mention the uſe of Mathematicks 
_ and other contemplative Sciences, to entertain 
the aFive ſpirits of a Nation, in demonſtrating of 
Problems, - ſolving Phenomena's, and drawing 
Schemes and Diagrams, whoelle would be praQti- 
fing upon the Government, making new 1de's and 
Platforms for. the Common.wealth : and doubtleſs 
there is parity of reaſon in the Eccleſiaſtick State, 

which would have been at more peace,” had ſom 

men found themſelves other diverſions. _. 
AND this is confirm'd to us by experiment 
and obſervation of Event ; for if we look'into the 
Primitive times, we ſhall find that whea there 
was a neceſſity of defending 'the common faith 
againſt Heatheniſm, when Chriftians were em- 
ployed in writing po/ogies and vindications, there 
were much fewer of theſe izte/{ine debates (at leaſt 
ſuch as were Metaphyſical and purely Notional ) 
"WAS =: they 


had'the 'leſs temptation ro'jangle among *rhem- 


(elves. So alfo when they were under the greateſt. 


ſtorms of perſecution,when the Church was moſt 


violently affaulred from withoar,-it had the grea- 
reſt calm within., They were then inceſſantly em- 
. ployed, -and- buſied their Thoughts in preparing . 


for tlie fiery-trial; Thoſe cloudy days made them 
keep cloſe at home waiting for the Bridegroom's 


coming, and-ſuffer'd them-nor to wander abroad \' | 
for'thoſe unprofitable Curiofities, which though | | 


like Oil they might nouriſh flaxwe, yet would ne- 
verfurnifh their Lamps, or gain them admiſſion 
tothe wedding; /but'in the intervals, arid eſpeci- 


ally afrer the rotal- ceſſation: of their calamiry, - 


when their Peace” had "taken thern off their Vig#- 
lance, then" while they flepr, the envious man 
had advantage to ſow his T ares. Reſt made them 
idle,Tdlenefs made them cariow, 'and Curioſity 
contentions; and thoſe who-under the Tyranny of 
a. Nero or Domitias were in perfet harmony, un- 
ger the gentle: pious regiment of a Conſtantine, 
grew tothe greateſt diſcord; and perhaps (be- 
ſides the Divine and extraordinary ſupports' tlis 
Church had in her greateſt confl/#s) this may be 


one of the beſt natural accounts, howſhe came to 


flouriſh'moſt under her heavieſt prefſures.- ' 


BUT: our obſervation ends/not here, for be- 


fides this extraordinary importunity of thoughts, 
which perſecuting times occaſion'd, Chriſtianity 
is 11-its frame and- conſtitution. 2n adzive Stare, 
has its ſtanding buſineſs, ang kelides all 4ccidenzet, 


- 399 ade Of the Cauſes of "Diſputes ; Chapas: F 
theyihad-their hands-fultof the foreign Eneniy,and. 


|. now'ler 


'* 


_—_—— 


2 Chap-13: + .- Sixthly, Idlenefs.- 397 


a Series of determinate, conſtant employents, ſuffi: 


| cient*to entertain mens minds: for which we 


may-infer, that when this is throughly adverted 


Þ. to, there will be few chaſms of Time to be filled 


with foreign impertinencies." And this gives a clear 
account how our divifions have come togrow up- 
on us, namely, -by 'the negle&t of prattick duties, 
for as every age degenerated more from primitive 


piety, ſo they advanced farther in ice enquiriesand 


new opinions; and as the zeal of praFice grew cool, 


$ that of diÞure gathered hearand vigour.So that 


\ 


if we conſider how far our good works fallſhort of 


the firft Chriſtians, we need not wonderto fee our 


| _ contraverſies ſo far exceed them ;'thar Time which 
| was gain'd from the oze, being employed in ham-. 


mering and forging the orher. Ido nor forget that 
I have before ranked this diverſion of Chriſtian 


F  PraQtice among the: effet#s of our Contentions, 


and. foreſee it may be rhought very inartificial 
here, to make'it the cauſe alſo :" But alas, its con- 
cern inthem is ſoextravagantly great, asto-have 


at cnce therelation-of Child" and Parent, to be 


both Root and Branch; Fountain and Stream;and 
like a-cercle unites in" i /e/f* beginning and end *: 
For as it firſt gave birth roour quarrels, ſo itfinal- 
ly receives excresſe from them. In ſhort, our oſci- 
tant ry gave vacancy for them,and they will 
none back again for more aFive duty. 

And as this: »eg/et# of our general calling of Chri- 
ſtianity has been thus pernicious, ſo have' the if 
effects thereof been improved by the like ill atten- 
Ganco9n our pardjeular ones. - We find'S. Pa? 
.taKes 


pn 
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their own Fccleſcaſtical Office, grew buſie-bodies 


6 iathe Secular affairs of others ; and ſure we may } 
with-truth 1avert the note, and obſerve that choſe, -. | 


who. either deſert .or negle& their Secular... Cal- 
ings, are the molt perniciouſly medling in Eccle> 


in their hoxeft occupations, their minds 


become-:the-'work of Artificers/ to make new 


Schemes. of- DoQrines or diſcipline ; Divinity 


would not then paſs the Tard and Loom, the Forge 
nd 4#vi4, nor Preaching be taken in as an eaſier 
pplementary. Trade, by-thoſe that diſliked-the 


pains of their own, But allthis alas, we have ſeen 


equal ſhame and detriment of Piety, -Me- 
r of all ſorts have preſum'd to-reach what 


| therſelve never /carnt ; and thoſe that ſerv'd long' 


iſbrpsto other Crafts, have become Divines 


in a moment, and with the ſame emulous induſtry 
2 


wherewith they-:us'd to invent-new faſbions, have 


made new Religiozs, And: as:Idleneſs bas thus 


made {ome Preachers,{o it has made more bearers, 
thoſe who either by the/eaſinef{ of their Callings, 


o their ſlight managery of them, have had the 


moſt vacant time, have been-the apteſt torun af- 


ter »ew Teachers : Hence it is:that Towns and Ci- - 

' ties haye been the great »«r/eries of Fattion,the /er- 4 
ſure of ſhop-men making them more inquiſitive * 
after, and receptive of Novelties. -And were that 


over-grown zeal of Sermons, which has now de- 


your'd. all other -parts of Religion, among that 


ſort 


"Of the Cauſes of Dipures ; Chapa, * 


akes notics, that the younger widows, who deſer- 


matters... Did men conſcientiouſly employ 


be ſufficiently. dverred, and it would not: 


* 


- 
—_—— 


Chap. i8. ' Sixthhy, Talenefs. PE : 799 
| - ſort of men throughly ſcanned, we ſhould find 
idleneſs goes very far in its compoſition ; for be- 
4 ſides that Hearing is the'moſt /azy of all religious 
| Offices, as appears by the #»diſturb'd flceps men 


| - can take at Sermons ; it is manifeſt this infatiate 


appetite of it, is originally founded either ig the 
not having buſineſs, or not ' attending to it. ' - For 
ſhould I ask ſuch men, whether if neceſſity had'en- 
' forc'd S. Pau/srule upon them, that withour their 
Iabokr they ſhould not eat, they would have ſpear 
their whole week at LeFures,and truſted tobe fed 
- bythe Ear. | I believe few could pretend'to have _ 
' begun with ſo exorbitant a zeal, though the truth 
is in the iſſue it ſometimes arrives to it ;, and men 
that have zrching eays forget the reſt of the body, 
4 whileſt to gratifie them, "they totally negleT all 
+ care of their //ecu/ar concerns, and bring them- 
T ſelves and families to want and begpary. OT 
|- NOR is itonly this oze razt of Perfons whom - 
1 idleneſs has berrayed to faQtion, Servants wehave' 
| frequently feen under the ſame ſeducement; 
whileeither having but /:zt/e work, or but lirtle 
diligence in it, they have found timeto liſten after 
zovel dotFrines, with which being once tainted, 


[| they impatiently thirſt after more, and negleQ- 
4 ing the dvries of their place, ſpend their'zime, 


which by compa@t is their Maſter's (and can with 
- No more juſtice be purloin'd from him than his 


F* goods) in following faiow Teachers, who in- 


: ftruQ them ſo in their Chriſtian  /iberty, that 
they bring them to defie all ſabjeFion: And by 
telling them they are to call no man Maſter-upon 

FE 0 Earth, 


—_— 
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but Chri/t ; teach them to contemaall Authority, 
Domeſtich, Civil, or Eccleaſtich. © 


409 | | Of the Cauſes of Deſpntes ; Chap.18.- | 
Earth, that they are toown no King nor Prieſt | 


© LF we look farther into families, we ſhallfind+. 
alſo-chat many of our She zealots become ſo upon 
the-very ſame ground, when Women negleQthat- 


which $..P«u/afligns them as their proper Buſi- | 
nels; the guiding of the houſe, their Zeal isat once | 


duff and excyſe-0f-their. Idleneſs:; and- in 
of the i{Charatter the W iſe man has ſet on 


theſe feminine Irregularities may ſeem to beof no 


great concern to the publick, - yet experience con+: 


vinces the contrary ;- it having been the «nhappy 
iwiledze of that Sex (as ancient as their Mother 
beable ta do-great and important miſ- 


Eve) to 


iefs-; and doubtleſs many mew may givethe ſamp/” ; 


her, /whoſe feet abide not in her houſe, Prov.7, rx. 
it becomes the mark of a Saint, when a LeQure' 
or: Conveanticle is taken in the way ;- And chough | 


account of their Schi{m and Sedition,' that Adam: Þ - 


did of his firſt fin,  Thewomas that thou gaveſt me, -. 1 Y 
&c.-\ This has always been well ungerſtood: by Se- ÞF 


dycers, who have found it the moſt. compendious. _F' 


_ way ve: (i 
and make them the Duck-coys to their whole Fa» 


mily.: But even thoſe whohave miſt of this influ-. 


ence over the winds of their Husbands, have yet 
had it over their-Pwurſes, and out of them ſuppar- 


ted the 'Rabbies of the FaQtion ; who in-gratitude | 


to thoſe wiſe 4bigaits. give their Husbands the 
'#itle, and- perhaps wiſh [them the fate. of Nabad; 


' 


to their defigns,- t0. lead: captive: filly women, 'S. 


And God knows, how many mea have thus bove: 2 


—— —— —— 
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made contributers to the cauſe they have moſt de- 
7 teſted, maintain'd that fre whichthoſe izcendiarres 

4 have kindled in the Holy Place:; Morey being ao 
. q | leſs the ſnews of Eccleſiaſtical than Secular War. 

1 THUS we ſee how the [dleneſs event of the 
moſt inconſiderable perſons has/at the rebound 
been extremely perniciows to'the' Church, which 
like a Clock or Watch may be diforder*d by the ruſt 
of the leaſt pim:; how much-more then, -by"that 
of the main wheels and frings?*If Negligence in 
| lay callings have though but: an oblique,” yet- ſoin- 
> | auſpicious an/Influence; the likenegletin 17 
of faftick muſt needs have a worle,": ; more | 
|. immediate and'dire&.” And” would ro:Godiwe » 
.: $- could ſay this had/ been wanting tothe tomplece: ' 

F ing the miſchief:' Buralas,many of thoſe whore 
> # called to labour in the Lord's Vinezard, feem"ro 
. 'F have forgot their'Errand, and and there allthe 7 
H : ; day Tale (a much worſe fi ſight than to have: ſen © 4. 
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'# - them ſoonly in the Markeriplace;) eggs Teas: 
-.F - there is too evident- ground of ſayinj OS. 
'F Sightexccution of the Paſtoral Office, has beea 
; F one of the moſteminent Conrributers- to our di- 
4 RtraQtions. And among althe parts of that. Charge, 
| none has been-more-generally,//or more: pernici- 
. ouſly neglefted than that of Carech:ſin ug the wane 
'} whereof Thas teft People ſo unbotrom'd, that' like 
4: a-hbouſebuilr onthe your every-wind of Define 
'{ blows down that-Faith Which they only profeſt, 
but underſtood not. This is that which as made 
 } fo-,many «»fable: Soulr,” as S. Perer obſerves, 
- oY, 2:.:14;:00 __y the proper prey: -of —_— 


\goz Of the Canſer of Diſputes ; Chap.:s. 


And God knows, we-may from ſad experiment 
confirm the-note. - I wiſh the ſame zeg/igexce do 


not-again evidence it ſelf by the ſame effe/#s:- Bur | 
befiesthis, which is part of the pub/ick Miniſtry, 


(and defiervedy i is fo, being uſeful to the whole 


Church, the aged as wellas children ) there are- 


private intercourſes between Paſtor and People 


which are of great uſe, would God they were of 


+ es: * We know a earefal Shepherd does. 1] 


y-turn his flock into a common Paſture, and 


| then ehink. he+has done his work, but does with a 


particular advertence obſerve the thriving of eve- 


Saving diſeeſes;"and accordingly applies himſelf 
to or curechem, and ſurely the like. care 


E B io faltas neceſſary inthe fprritue! Shepherd ; "tis *J. 
. gorrheroonſe/ which-is promiſcuoully diſpenſed 4 


- inaSermon (and whereof ?cis odds every man 
hat which is leaſt proper for him) that wiil 
*do:the: buſineſs; Converts come not in now as in: 


_ and = articular application is now neceſſa- 
; men my 


made of inftruttions,geproo orcomfort,and*tis the 


flocks; i Had Miniſters "generally beſtowed more 


. 


pains this way, they mi 

red the arrempts of 'Se 
eaſily have ;Ganiafa themſelves into rhe people, 
had they found- them thus prepoſfeſt: bur while 


- all che arts of a ſubtile #»doftry ra 
their 


oncof-them, takes notice of their ſingle ftray- 


| SaintiPeter's days, in'throngs and ſhoals, a more 


berreated withapart, their particu- - Þ. 
qe 'diſcern'd,” and applications accordingl y Ky - 


ropriate Meazcines, thatarelike to make ſound ' 


might'probably have fruſtra-_ 
cers, 'who-could not fo 


.  Chap.8. 


People, it has in reſpeR of themſelves an imme- 


ſpeculative perſons, to the ſtudy- 0 


' derof time would not-be: 


T - ring of the bearers, 2 Tim, 2.14. But when our es s + 


and entertain themſelves'and others with choſe "LY 
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ou buſineſs : and that_aot. oo!y—-the: 


Sixthly, Allenef. 403 
their poiſons into every one they, meet, nothing . 


but the like diligence in adminiſtring Antidores, 18. 
like to countermine them. w much-of:thae 
has been us'd I ſhall leave to the Conſcieacesiof 
concern'd perſons to determiae: - But belidesthe 
ill influence the: Paſtor's negligence has: on:+the 


diate propriety tothe advancing our-debates,..the 
leiſure which. is thus acquir'd, bein ing aptto betray : 
thoſe curious 
\ queſtions, which are.che- great- diſturbers af; Þ 
> Peace; and of thoſe that ftudy: them,ſo fewikeep- 
themſelves i in neutrality,..thac parties: are fill fo... 
mented by it :- whereas were-the practical buſineſs. 
of their Charge pany is 0. Bey IO Maiths 


more ſolid, uſeful parts of Divinity*would;exzath, _ 
and conſequently there would no- /urplas-be left 
for. thoſe dang CrOMms. impertinencies, which, . as.the . ; * 
Apoſtle wotay ſerve £0: no profit, -but tothe [u > ad 


Watchmen ſep, *tis nomarvel if they dres 


phantaſtick notions, which the greatday will ma- 
Aifeſ to-have. had nothing. of weight and realy, 
belides the miſchiefs they” wrought. --/ i 
AND. indeedif we ſcan thevolumesof thoſe +. 
vain Speculations,--we ſhall have cauſe to- con< 'S 
cludethat Idleneſs has created as'wellas fomented 
them/;. and they had as well wanted. authors as 
abertors, . had: men found themſelves mor. uſe- 
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of the Caaferof Dipune 7 "aa | 


fary Chimers? s"of Fanaticks, but:the more'elabo- 


- rate niceties of rhe Sthools, have been thus derived Þ © 


" weknow Arr polleſſes no place/where i it firft finds ; 


tavacurty, nor could thoſe lighter »o:ions have 4 I 5 
filled mens bra#ns, had they found them prepoſſeſt 'Þ. 
with what was'more ſolid : bur when men"wan- Þ 


"work for their Underftand: 


- iogs, they were fain' to employ them thus in ma- | | 
eps of whictthey have made a worſe Þ. 
OF fewrfp: eilinth Ee Sana ry, and have now: 4 Is 


I Ko Goſpel in greater Obſcurities, than 


> enbwnyeh ; "whence -our Bezaleels and | 
=" S9my? inſpir'd for this work I: ſhall' 
5” but fure/not from him'whoſe  } * 


gives us (io peculiar reference 
ol Y that he's light," and'in ww 


ny Here raag # 
'HU-S we ſee even Jilenef wants not its ope= 
rs rpg of po and miſchievous - / 


$.; ; It being the unhappy Dyke of thar Vice, 


vie (elf, an tal Anriperiſte- 


2 fr makes men. peraicioally a ve: ſo, thar we | 
& +." uy Gs has made triore Buſineſs'than- © 
F ; Tam farein thisinſtance it has cutout | 


,. though of ſuch a kind, 


M fon! "to W1 Yrhar ir Lord: ar his I 
Gming ſhould find'us/o doiay - yer for ought now - 


pears, ours#ivity is ſo w olly bent that” way, 
harris like roberhe onl Ly leaf 
v/ineſsweſhall be four 
"F MIGHT here arg a very apt acceſion to 
declinn dgainſt Ttienol, as the unhappy' foun- 
A. tain 


the moſt Swreafe 1 


wt + FP 22008) 


aufhbe 
bly. dillipaed; and thus: 
A en OI. 
xr mine us, . and do:more:for--us-than- 
{elves,or we recover:ſo. 


endeavour. to dind up.thoſs 


86. hich our own Soul are-like-to. we 
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either chef this GlyneSplgh _y ; but by". 
thie Gttts," or fortifiying its Falſe? WODREr 0" 
'BB'T "every Min'therefore WH6'has'2thy way 
triad MaAAIF 4 Party't6 theſe abreufty; Retivolly 
inerto «= hte, kd what it ifrhiat Has ef” - 
ahitrt in thei © w fr le Fries D 
re rehearſt, lee” hy for a while ſhife*H8 
Feene, - and inftead bf 
to Truth; condeiin: binife #66: 
remebring chat towje {Ci PGrtare ver ch# 
cauſe be," if is not fo'to him 7 whilt He ſerves Hig 
Pumors'and deſighs' Uitily fry coVerts- "The Ph 


ay Robe he why ; thy, DR i; 400 it 
findz mote of irs, and diſcern thi thftiy © 


The : Concluſion drawn 


ither er alle or jar acquir'd their wn 
| janff from tho I a ood of his, - 
weed to hoe thu CR dong 7; How: 

ever Ve: $ elfOr-a 
theſe excemdrances, he is. utterly unqualified: for. 
heſe Agonier; and how lawfully. ſoever;others. 
. may: gs tis ſure hecangot;that does it upon ſo 
lawful grounds, and therefore upon pain of lo-. 
-muct,more; than: a' corrwptible crows, mult: 
rithdras himſelf. As for choſe who can yet arquit 
having fomented our-DiftraQti- 
008, =p nor forbid than to. look. with Grout 
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#;-for-fuct will Feat pores ++; Ns T 
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might. but cheſs two. things be- obtain'd,' _ 
py ys Oey perges,” | the innocent . wake 

_ *. them 
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'not fall out'; par Nyc Has £S I 


| Properties, is it 


ERS. 


Chaps. "fomal Jhe Promiſes. - 
themſelves,” we mighryet hope ro ſeean exdbf 
our. Diſcords*' Kern ſi op it poſſible to 
extinguiſh all diverſity of Opinions'among Men, 
who trom'their differing faculties; "and other guilt: 
teff ocrurrents, may and will * Judgn 
ſeverally diſpogd.” ' But firft, were 4b, who have 
upon'the former culpabl qoraoorremoners 
exriuged, wer ſhor Bahr ec rrongen 


= opine ES 10-6, than -WEare t to te 
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Jive. in 00 lnerel e «» Air, and therefore had 
med make the like proviſion, and carry with 
.- chem this Pacifick tt asa Lenitiveand Emol. 

lient.. pgiot the infectious ſharpmfo they will 


ur acl thus follow the things thar make 
for Peace ? "That: the- numbertefi mutual enmitics 
whichare. now among 11s,. may all be reduced i Ift+- 
to oe, that we may fight not a _ gle fon 
ſeries, but "againſt War it ſelf, 1d 'opnreot 
nr nothing but caritention.. Nag fre our ig 
ry-here were, worth millions of. thoſe pe 
; wherewith me pleaſe themſelyps, '. 
which acquirethem ſo little. of real advantage, 
atabe ſame account which was given of 0tho 


Mrrel;me, that; the war would. [wallow up the 
ane, .and the 2i#ory the other, is too applicable . 
- to.our combatants, whoare like to be equally un- | 
by in defzas.or ſucceſs. The Spertens had an 
Order.that: when any of their Generals had com- f0 
ply his Deſign-by policy or rreaty, he ſhould-- | 
ce an; Oxe, but when by force and bloud- 
ed, a Cock only.: from the diſtant values of _ 
which'oblations, : Plxrarch. obſerves how much 
they. preferr'd the, Archievements of calm and 
þ AE counſels, before thoſe of frengchand per 
wut ſure the. diſparity i is more; eminent 10. 
reſcotinftance, where if we fight WE 04M, 
| rethren, but If we..»nte we deſtroy our ne- 
ny; baffle andcircumvent Setex's maſter.ſtrata- 
gem, and not _ worſt but outwit him. Ts 
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| - Chipiig, from al the Premiſſes.. . ' a3 
this and this only is worth our Induſtry, / whereas 
1 thoſe /iztle de 4A we give each other; ; are like 
4 thoſe inacivil War, wherein'the' pob/ich is: fill 
4 fureto bea Ly/er ; upon which confideratiod the 
Romans allowed not.their Captains-rotriumph 
_ for-ſuch Viftories ; 4nd: ſure'our:Chrif ianiry is 
very ill: beſtowed on os; \if it have: made us 
much-worſe-n#tord; as'ro chuſe thoſe ruindus 
Conqueſts ar hbme, before the moſt glorivus-arid 
. profitable 'vhes «brocd(®. in nn 
 *T'WAS Abner '$adihonition-to Joab, when 
he was in4 hot purfule 'of:.che 1ſrive//res;, 2 Sam. 
2:26, Shall the. ſword: devony for 'ever ? 'knoweft 
| thou not that it will p mre/mies in the Tater exnd'? 
1 And fare 'tis more than time for our 'Leaders- 
1 - fitake the ſame fefleQion, and-as'Jeab:did ther, 
4 calt back the People from' following their"Bres 
| threi:''Nayindeed, would'they but attend; they 
4 rae aton called back; theyrear Caps 
t4in of thieir ' Salvation ſounding a'rerrext from 
theſe fatal skirmiſhes. 'Xenophonin'the inſtitc 
tion- of Cy#e tells us-of one Chryſabrhar, who in = 
the heat of battel bad hishand lift” up ro frikean 
Enemy;* but hearing 1a: the very inſtance the 
Trumpet founda rerredr; fopr his blow.” Agreat 
, ſobriety of couraze (o'ro' ſhew more Zeal' ro: this 
| obeying his Gegeral,than the <dutying his Enemy ;, 
| andanliftanceof much reprozch ro our Spiritual 
[ pry opt ho-have ſhe _ or rt mucts 
_ worlt diſciplic'd, as' iniſpight of daily repeared' 
calls to Peace; ſtill to purſe their Hoſtity : But 
} ſareſuch-an'5»/o/exceis fo inconliltem with the 
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thatnorhio can be obtain'd' of them ;- what ;re- 
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in 1/racl;; but to: bewail thoſe Miſchiefs they can- 
nor rearefſ? If the Church mult periſh,: at leaft '] 


to-give her. Funeral-rites, *and' if they cannos 


Kara flames,” yet to\'bedew her uſbes with: | 
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Proies. a. Limb, 'ſhe| wants vig - S 
y.of her profeſſors, andremai wp ry q 


ur to. aGtua 


rrenk thana body: and ſure if there be trattFin thar 


Pbyſical-Aphoriſin, - which ſays,” Thar: ſee L| 


which croſs th Ferper and topſtit ution of: the. Patient 


are. Aangerow;; we: may" well conclude her 4 | 


peat form eget being nothing morg repiig 


tothe very :Elements:and. Principles: of er: Be- X# 
wing thanthoſe eontentionsunder which | now 
£0066; © Tis APN EE . + 

YET .there is an omoniperent | Power'to' whom | 


no-difficulaies. areinſuperable, an «zerring. 


cian. who makes the moſt hopeleſs Diſcatesy bur | 


the:Triumplof his Arc. . O ler us refortro him, 


where- 


= - 
m2 aw. uu LL. eee 24 4 KOC.Oow THY, o % A ©. 


_— 


| 


Chap.19. fom dlthe Premiſſes. 4g 
wherewith he was ſolicited for Lazar, Foct r\3: 
Lord, behold ſhe whom thou loveft ic fick': 'She for 
whoſe ſake thou endureſt ſuch contradiction' of 
ſnners againſt thy ſelf, is now by the eontradidti- 


| 6n of her own Children, "languiſhing and ew 


' piring, ſhe for | whom thou pouredit out thy 
| Gloud, lies weltring in her ows ; Lord, fave or ſhe 
| periſheth: Were ſuch Petitions enforced and in- 
 geminared by the daily breathings of humble de- 
7 vout hearts, who *knows' how prevalent oy 

1 mightbe? In this ſenſe alſo Heaven might: ſut- 

| ferviolence ; noris there any berter countermine 
tO all the oerrages atted upon Earth, than by” ma- 
king them: thus 'reverberate” in our cries and 
prayers. AS I , MED. «Bp. 


AND perhaps bis Conſiderativn will draw 


us all, even the moſt peaceful of us into the guilt 
of a negative Acceſſarineſs to the preſent Miſs 


| Chiefs, There art divers that diſlikg our conten- 
zions, and blame the 4bertors ; bur yer with fack 
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1 with wecommonly-talk-of the combuſtions of fo- 
7 reign States, - wherein we rather expreſs our 
7] Fudgment than'our reſertments; and do' make it 
4 more'our a/covrſe than our concern, And even 
of thoſe-who have in Tome degreelaid itto heart; 
who is there that ha&notbeeh ſoine'way wanting 
ia the ardency,” or frequency of his jritetceffions * 
Let everyone ſeriouſly” interrogate: his own 


. heart,andT fear *twill witneſs cohim,that hisown: - 


| private concerns are much apter'to'excite his d2- 
potions, Ierysremenber with whar peſſon and 
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ippormny we i gc in. Qur particular. Exi- 
| | ©; Bog ;and. be (ider- wherh er we are "qu ally af- 
with of th th [- ch: Haſt thou been 
like Herekauþ, tek unta death ? . And haſt thou. 
with him-wepr { ore,! and vehemently ſolicited a 
regoVery ?, Has thy; ate "jag invaded þ : 
pre th y. fave by. lander and. render MN 
And: halecbon withloud and earneftcries,appeal- 
| 34.to whom: vengeance belongs ? Or halt 
(been, 1-4: condicion which !s\proverbial 
r exting mea to. their prayers? Haſkthou like 
Zoo HE Y Lbs: jon in-quanely expeQation of 
iwallowed, up. by. the: waves, if not the 
Whol wy gndip this-Ecitaſie of f fear, when as thy 
| foul was, as che Pſaleiſt ſpeaks, even melted away 
becauſe of. the Trouble, haſt cried, unto the Lord, 
"A cum urns the billows ia thy clamorous _ 
ifmporg: es for.aid ? Haſt thou in all, or any of 
_ theſeeFates been thus affeed for thy ſelf? Then 
nepradhes W ether thy reſcatments have been pro- 
portionable. for chat, which:;is much better than 
thy {&jf;; Iftheno leſs imminentand preſſing dan- 
gers ofithe-Chiurch, vat not'as much awakened 
thy. Jerwors: gen 8 asſh noo pierci + an accent 
0.21 hy-Prayers,. tho du muſt.needs confe(s, thou haſt 
po TER Sf har thou : bout an \mighteſ 
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Chap.19, from allthe Premiſſes. © © 427 
fame them with a Coa/ fromthe Altar ; and ing LE 
neſt affeQtionate concern for all. that is ho 
ſuch as may prompr us to cry, atid tha might 

to. God: We ſee the Ninevites could doit;/w en 


there was no viſible approach of deager, but 
merely upon the preſage 'of a ſtranger P of I! 
ui 


I fear we mote than equal them in the /atter mo- 
tive, I am ſure we far exceed them' as to Co for- 
mer. The miſeries we are to deprecate bei 

only under denunciation and threat, but ally 
upon. us, though withal fo improveable, that af+ 
ter all-che b/c Catalogue our Experience priggy 
in, our Fears meet us with the bottomleſs P. 


| , Fick menace, Elay 5.25. For all this his phy "3 


not turn'd avay, but his hand ts ſtretched out ftill. 
'Tis the pſual Oeconomy of divine. Juſtice to 
make our Crimes our Puniſhment, and to give us 
up to'thoſe z/{s, which were at firſt, our own de- 
praved choice : 2nd God knows we have too much 
reaſon to fear this may be our caſe : That we 
who have ſo perverſly violated all the bends of 
Unity, 'wantonly wrangled our ſelves our of all 
inclinations to Peace, ſhould never beable. tore- 
fume them ;. that all: thoſe ge entle breathings of 
Grace, by which Exferate Paſſions are to be 
cool'd vo tempered, ſhoul d be withdrawn, and 
we finally be given up to be diffipated by. thoſe 
ps winds oyr ſelves have rais'd : That Chx+- 
ftianity 'which' we 'baye made. the ſtale ang pro 
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TH alas, as it is the fearfu{/eſt,” ſo is it the 
'oha ang *g [de jos wild a 65-3) ſuch. as 
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VET ay find” them all concenter'd ir bins: That 
tie will heal our woaxds ;” and which of afl'others 
ir 4) me moſt deſperate, our wmilling eff to be heal- 
't ls's Spirit of Peace Jay over-ſhadow us, 
$.\- iwpreſ: S ON us the dove like qualities of Meek. 
K and 'Gentleneſs.: Thar he would reſeue our 
eligion from our Profanation, nor by raking it 
Ho Ss. from by conforming «5 to It: Finally, 
hat he-would do for us,not only above what we 
fan ask or think, but beyond what we would wiſh 
or EL a1 pg. wont: ſuffer us.rq acquire the Miſeries 
we {ſo cage ly parſe We... 
II LS þ SF enterpoſitias alone is it that can 
_ polh LSE us, and indeed the ſuit amounts tg 
nolels, than that he will ; orce Upon us the Ble 
fng we rel, and' do # odd againft ou our r wills, 
which is {0 bolda requeſt _ 'that they had need bg 
ragh th:n ordinary Favourites bo t Nall prefer 
'T hoſe / bands muſt op 
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for it, by purgin -out nat only che /ever of Malice 
and Strife, -but aſt srher f/chinef of the Fleſhand 
Spirit : without This, we c G2 never approve our 
ſelves ro intercede in earneſt ; for what can'be 
more ridiculous. than. to deprecats. the . 
Chriſtianity, by the contentions of *pthe 
when gur. {elves contrive it by ſome ane her | 
our own ?: This 1 is not to deſire it ſhould 5: 
chat nagebut we. ſhould 4/7 it. ? Twill thetefore 
concery. thoſe who wiſh'the Pee of the Charch, 
_ to examine wherher they go as mb. project ; or 
her Purity ; otherwile 'tis a 'mocke! end 
ſuch a jealous rendernef far her. D Y: 
there are more ways than one, by \ Mobb riftt- 
an praQice may be eyacuated;and i ix "nes ne 
from whence char wind blows that fhij 
qur Piety. Yet cis not to be denied'that 6 all 
thoſe rempeſtuons blaſts, this of our contentions i is 
the rougheft and moſt fatal. ' ?Tis indeed not a 
fi ngle guſt, . but an'encoynter and ſtrugling of ſe- 
veral contrary $1p9y; .and God knows no poers- 
cal deſcription can out-do the horror of the ſtorms 
they have rais 'd;. yet for « ought. [ Hleetn, > there 
thing that's 16k vulgarly bale, which I 
in accoynt tothe Reader, bY he cauſe why I 
have defain'd hjmſo longupon this Head ; and 
given it a /ength {o' pr oporogable to the as: 
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ene incorcoptible materials, had al the har- 
parts which ;, an exatt Frame and Com- 
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eſt apd moſt | preſſing Intereſt : we [earch pot after. 
Malefators for their acquaintance, but for their 
——vvrrggy and on own gg oe ma 
diſcoveries of this kind are vain, if we apply. thens 
ph to that purpoſe. . Let me therefore phat with 
this earneſt Petition tathe Recder, That he willnos- 
to all the native defedts of this dilcquiſe, add this 
accidental oze, that it ſhall* be. perfedthy icperti> 
nent : 4-222re waſte of "his T inte and my own; which: 
it will inevitably prove, if 'it engage hins 08 in' ah 
earneſt proſecution. of thoſe Delinquents it harh. 
gmpeacht ; andinu earneſt an endeavour #0: repait 
the Miſchiefs they have wrought. | © G 
' TN ſhort, let every man depoſit what he has here. 
read, not with his memory only, but his conſt» 
ence, /ct him there ſeriouſly ponder the Excellen- 
cy of thax holy. vocation, 4s S. Paul terms it, 
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Eph. 4. r. to which he is call'd: and then as: fe- 


riouſly conſider, whether he have, as the Apoſtle: 
there exhorts, walked worthy of it ; if he he 
have not ( 4s alas, who is there that has? )- Let him 


ſearch out 45 the particulars, ſo: the-cauſes 'of bis 


Miſcarriages: diligently: fift out thoſe Fallacies. 
of Satan, or his: qwaheart ; thoſe fiy.-Deluſions 
which have made him: aff thus pre 


q «Mts. 
2 4inſt all the ConvidFions of common: reaſon, aatu- 
ral conſcience, -or Chriſtien' experience ;: and 
when be has difcouered, let him make no delay to 
reſcue himſelf from their Treacheries, but manfully 
break thoſe withs and-cords (which are too' weak 
to hold any that will but in earneſt remember, he is: 
4 Nazatite, « Perſonconſeerated t0:God) reſolute- 
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DEVOTIONS 
EO REFERRING 
To the ſeveral parts of the beforeigoing 

Treatiſe. 
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TO THE READER. 


[7 i to be boped that ai this Treatth hai 


entertait'd many ; it has alſo haz an 
effet much more deſirable, though leſs tom- 
prehenſive, to mend and convince ' ſome: 
And whilſt it gave an account of the gene- 


ral DECAT.. OF CHRISTIAN 


P-IETY in the Preſent Ape; has alſo 


invited a few at leaſt, toits purſuit and ſer- 
vice. Upon theſe hopes the Author has 
been kulet to add this ſhort Specitnen 
of PRIV ATE DEVOTIO NS, thatif 
the ſober and conſidering Reader ſhall find at 
any time his heart toucht and ſoftned, he 
' may have in readineſs wherewith: to atuate 
1 his holy flames, and aſſiſt him itt his ad: 

dreſſes to the Throne of Grace. wy 
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STISLASTA-KISE: KASENSE: 
PRIVATE -DEVOTIONS 


Referrang. to: the Je Ly of the before-goings 


BLESSED Lord, who art infinitely holy 
and happy in thy ſelf, and from whom alone 
| we derive the poſlibilicies of being either z we 
*proſtrate our ſelves before thee, in an hum- 
bleadoration 6f thy abundant goodneſs, and a juſt con- 
foſſdn it our 6wn'dereſtable ingratityde : We Were alicas 
and chemies to thee by our corrupt afftetions, and - 4 
godly works, | yet even to us h{t thou been reconciled, 
nay b the atonement wirh che precious bloud of 
-' thy dear Son : thou haſt ſect himto be the propitidtion 
for our fjos.3 and ( which is no leſs mercy ) to be the ſub- 
aero em too, Tenteft him by tis'divine Example and 
ithble recepts, to bleſs us in turning every one of 
us'from bis iniquities. Thou haſt. given us a Law ſoper- 
fett, ſo excellent, as renders our obediences their own re- 
ward and yerfaperaddeſt alforn erernal weight of glory 
to be tes future errifation : andleſt our brural temper 
ſhould nor be attradted by all this, thou haſc hedg'd up 
dir wiy with thorns, -annexr 2/preſent untaſineſs, and 
mT dadger to bur\deyiations, To by the menaces 

of Helteffaying co fright us intoHeaven : and toatuate 
and enliven all thefe methods, 'thou sddefr'the internal 
8fliſc 'df thy'Grace 2nd Spiric to excite usto. good, 
' toreſFfainand avert us fromill, and finally advance us 
to the meaſure of the ſcature of 'the fulneſs of Chriſt. 


Ani rfow, © Lord, after all theſe obligitions, gll-thefe * 


aids, what manner of perſons-ought we-to be,in all 'holy 
converfation and godlineſs ? But alas, to our eternal re. 
Ss | proach, 
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oe þ blaſphem'd that holy Name eb WE ar 
d,and by. our enormous lives, Cz izd Our pc 
n, and mad ir a eminent for vice, as 1 hou ar 
ben 00s Mas )for virtye. ; OUERY of Got 
feryes only to inform us, ay " 
poſe it , 8nd while ws call oi el exCh r = "eo cone 
= ſuch rbipgs as are not ſo much ag pn 
ntiles. N Nay Ofo rdfo little do werftain. mg 
Cos els, chat. ne great part of Mea bays now 
caſt of ' LA 
trample yponall that iy erey 299.9 
loudly ſay, There is po Gad. They 2 Sfregs ating 
our manvers by our; faith, Wemnol Fi qur mans 
ner, ppg reap porhing by overt Chriſtianity, but 1 Font 
ignennhl - ' Kar = rxpoſtaon 4 us w trimpled 
g W 
per foot the Son mas Fol my ede = the 9pi- 
the of Grace. And now, O Lord, when Fo Wh F008 
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are caſt down, what can the Ke hay O 


r oply chi 
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 terpoiſe can the egromgs and tears of thoſe few who niour 


in Sion be to fuch general, ſuch daring impieties?” Yery 
O God, thou haſt-in all agey ſtrangely condefcended to 
the interceſſion of thy Servants. O bow thy _— 
again and come down, and hex the prayers of th 
defire to feat ty name : and let them not only line 
their own Souls, but obtain mercy for this peryer 
ration, even ſuch a mighty grace as may yet redycevs. O 
thou who didft as firlt call ug out of Darkoets juto thy 
propor light, xecal us now from that worſe darknefs, 
erein we have involved our fan rs tby Lays gnew 
+ And afteft 


in cur hearts, and yrite chem 


ſo many Years, {0 oiany Ages, sf being Rl Ghriſtians, 


et usat laſt begin ro be ſa. vive, 1 Lord, tliat Pris 
mitive zeal and EI v5 may purifieus torby ſelf 


E 6 peculiar |» gee ous af good. works: {over foorg 


ator, who prayeoe for thy hr0.ciiere, ny 
| ercevg 


pro yl we have ſignaliz'd our felyes by py maar! 


very tortm, deny ths 95d ; 5 boug t chem, 


4 p < " 
ebay iaetosh on 


Ts PRIVATE. DEVOrIONS 


AEELL® wg 1s "ITY 


. interced fs oth hoe Is, Who F o_ pave onder the oame of Dit 


es, Cat rot pretene porbyen range. 
"a SnceotecHy thy-crofs 


and rs; dfor vs. Tho didſonce ad captivity 
coptivs, © it Kiewpthy 


engech again, and let not Satan 
| ſj Hs. and deſecrate thy Church 
6 What parte with thine own bloud. Oler 


RA 'ypoti'6s, thar even theſe 
thy :. let him fo effetually 
icendTreprove; inate'an& excite us, that we 

anf Th "fe 11 #1l Glehineſs of fleſh and ſpi- 


cit, "wal © worth) * iy op oe wherewith we 
Srecled;atrd becapabl My Rake _ Ee 

pt tz good fighr;finiſhicheir 
7 the Fa'> where - we ſhal ceaſe to 
eric 7 - but neyer Like live'anq 

> behzppy : fioging perpetual "Hallelwjah' to bim that - 
- fits upon the Throne,to th oly Spiric, andto the Lamb 
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our Redemption; united as in Eſſence, ſoa in the mens is of 

- kindneſs and compaſſionto.Men:z To 

.'" Have mercy upon us, &C.,.-, \ 

- Thatitmdypleaſe NL | 

to-renew a right ſpirit within vs;t0.reicueus fromallihe 

deceity of the World, the: Kona + > Rok 

We beſeech thee to: bean:ungord Pray | 

-Thari it may pleaſe thee m__ | 

been oy d.into nd ove 


| without Elon wh d 


vertency toallthy | | tes, we may be 
a:conſtang, entice obedience, and ark 2ut our ſalvation 
with fear and. trembliog. " br] 05; 5 : 4} 53s "1 


We beſerch thee, ;&c. 


- That it:may pleaſetheeto openour Eyes that we-may = 


ſcethe wondrous things of thy-Lawz;;to convinceu 
itis holy, juſt and good,ſwetter; than hony.andbe. LE 
comb,and that all our objeftionytoivayilc oaly froy 
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eaſes thy precepts by the rules of 
att illuminated-confcience, acc &itO, 
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» Thatic may pleaſe thee to Sire 96 ſuch gn ane of 
juſtice, 8bas-we may ly ae TIRE 
thou iſhouldſt repent of thy judgments.wl 


[ Ex ae ro milder vengeance 
if our final obſtinacy than ow Q : 
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to! 
thy Provideace, not nd De of; 
_ .. © _nal diſcoveriesofthy purpolgs. tawagds,us, a4 
1 thou deſigneſt for our wealth, mavaarh 3 Ke of 
[ on of falling. We beſeech oi a 
That it may pleaſe thee, t} — every,craents whe: 
: ther National or Perſonal, 
J- tion and neceſlity of turnin 
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oQ ( dterafut Saviour, whoſo lovedſt thy Cinch, as to 
| give thy {elf for her, lookagaio'on her r with thy 
| who now needs a ſec: | | 


O-rememh T> lovin » kindnofs, ws ng 374 
$/ © chon werroncen Lamb toexpiareher 


lt of 
| dppericermrobydevour bp al to guard 
| her. Give ther Paſtors ater rhiod ger hearry/10r ber 
Prieſts be cleath*d with' righteouſneſs, and waſh their 
hands in innocence before they compaſi#tbine Altar. © - 
ler nor any vainiambition/for. themſelves, make them Ex-* 
{  poſcandproſtiturethe honour of their God; no affecta< 
tion of that knowledge which>puffech up, diver them 
from chat' Charicy which only edifierh.s 'Granythat the | 
intereſt of /Religion may. ſtill-be . uppermoſ@#y/the 
hearts, andhever vail re rotate pop the: "Bi nee. 
of trath cloak; ps Arya z Oe | 
refine” wrt zeal, _ 
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be. their wars gire mane 20 dnt aſs who 
by thy appointment - warch-their Pr all 
| argon and fattion, and let none bros: puffed up' for 
6ne pgajaſt others but grant thax by A *s atten- . 
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at laſt ſuch grace, as we may not turn into wantonneſs. 
O thou:to whom all things are polls, who haſt done 
w we, l lice = 


cle in us, and of 3 prep 
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i Grant this for his ſake who diedeo workt _ 
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with of tion, eater hw of a Total-immerfion ; 
onsagainſt it Anſ\yered, by the ſame- Author. 


Prattical Chri , Or,, an Account of the 
which the oe” 8 Ms, &c. 
Chriſtian —— or every day of the Mowth, by the ſame 


Author. 
An Enquiry after Happineſs, Vol. if. The Second Edi- 


tion 
- Hanan Life, or the 24 part of Enquiry after Happi- 


" Epi as fb ;ſped by Law in E land, written 
e command of King Charles the Firſt, by Robert San 
to late Lord Biſhop of Lincoln. Newly Reprinted. 
A Colleftion of Articles, InjunCtions,- Canons, Orders, 

Ordinances and Conſtitutions Ecclehaſtical, and other oub- 
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